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Advertisement. 



The PubUsbers of the folltming Tramlatim bene 
been induced, by a sense of decenty and propriety, to 
suppress or soften a few anecdotes contained in c 
original, the grossness of which would undoubtedly 
outrage the public and private feelings of Englifli- 
men. In all other respects, the grand design, and 
the true colouring and shade of this interesting pic- 
ture of the Semiramis of the North have been faiths 
fully preserved. The lovers of biography will, it is 
hoped, now receive an unqualified gratification from 
the perusal of the following sheets; in whichy not 
only the portrait of the principal personage is drawn 
by the band of a master^ but the delineations oj \\5^ 
var/^us characters connected v)iib ber butorj wU "^^ 
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found marked by a superior degree of knowledge and 
accuracy. The writer was well acquainted with the 
court, and was resident in the capital, and near the 
person of the empress^ during the last ten years of her 
reign. In this work are developed the fruilties^ pre- 
judices, and passions, of a' woman whose public cha- 
racter cannot fkrhetpi bis too much exalted: who, in 
spite of her faults as a woman, was, as an empress^ 
the arbitress of the fate of millions, the achieve- 
ments of whose reign excited the astonishment of Eu- 
rope, and whose memory will claim the admiration^ 
Md^^iH^fka^^ 
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CHAP. L 



THE KING OF SWEDEN'S VISIT TO PETERSBURG. 

Anecdotes i^pe^ing the marriage 'prpjeded between him and the grand- 
duchefi of Alezandjia— Portrait of the King^ aod of the youogprincefs— — 
Remarks on die failure of this match«— Germtt princefles fent for to Rirfia— • 
Marriage of thei^rand-^ukesy account of their brides> aod pomp of the court 
at chat period. 

X HE peace of Varela having reconciled 
Catharine and Guftavus, their condu6t and atliti^ 
tioQ towards each other formed a fin^ular coi^ttaft 
with the hatred^ animofity, and invectives' iti 
which they had fo profufely indulged during the 
war. The officers of the two nations were equal* 
ly eager to difplay the efleem with which they 
had mutually infpired each other; for, the Cossac- 
kines of Denifof*^ excepted, this war was carried 
on in a manner very different from what .was 
ufual with the Rulfians: in the Swedes they found 

* A Coflack gei||raly who diftinguiihed himftlf by his barbarity and ravagti 
io the wn in Fmland. It is the fame, or his nephew 9 who commands the coxpf 
of Don Coflacks marching into Germany. He is an ignataikX^BkaXi^XMX^t^Sft^ 
lute foldier and delYrmined gambler. 

B 
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enemies, whofe urbanity was equal to their valour ; 
and the well-educated Rufs, while he piques him- 
felf on the poffeffion of thefe qualities, efteems 
them in others. 

Count Stackelberg, fo famous for his embafly, 
or rather his reign in Poland, was fent into Swe- 
den; and Catharine, who could not live in peace 
with her neighbours unlefs they were fubje<5l to 
her fway, or at leaft at her devotion, fought new 
means of re-eftablilhing her intereft in that coun- 
try, which the talents and firmnefs of Guftavus 
had deftroyed. To marry one of the young grand- 
duchejQTes to the prince-royal then became her fa- 
vourite proje6t ; and it is even faid that this ma- 
trimonial alliance was a fecret article, in the treaty 
of peace. This at leaft is certain, that the grand- 
duchefs Alexandra was educated and trained up 
to the expe^atipn of being one day queen of Swe- 
den ; while every perfon about her confirmed her 
in 'the idea, and entertained her with the chaAis 
and early ripening accomplifhments of the ybung 
Guftavus. Even the emprefs herfelf frequently 
jcfted with her on the fubje<5l. One day fhe opened 
a port-folio containing portraits of feveral unmar- 
ried princes^ and preffed her to point out which 
of them (he ftiould like beft fora hulband. The 
child, blulhing, chofe the portrait of him of 
whom (he had heard fo many fine things, and 
who was already the lover of her rifing imagina- 
tion. The good old lady, not confiderinj^that 
her ^rand-daughter could read, aadL, knew^ the 
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prince of Sweden by his name at the bottom of 
the pi6ture, perfuaded herfelf that fympathy l^d 
decided in his favour, and purfued her fcheme 
with additional pleafure. 

It is equally certain, that feveral perfons about 
the young Guftavus endeavoured to infpire his hfeart 
with fimilar fentiments ; but I know not whether 
the king his father, abfoluteand defpotic as lie was, 
would have given his confent to the match, as (bita- 
ble to the young lovers, as it would be the reverfe 
to the two countries. Be this as it may, the violent 
and fudden death of Guftavus fruftated the fchemes • 
of Catharine, whofe defign had been not lefs than 
to fend him at the head of his Swedes into France, 
there to aft the fame part as Guftavus Adolphus 
and Charles XII. had done in Germany and Poland, 
in the hope that he would there meet with a fimi- 
lar. fate ; while flie prepared for that of regent over 
the minority of an orphan king in Sweden, whom^ 
together with his kingdom, (lie would have tak^n 
under her maternal care. 

But the duke of Sudermania, having feized the 
reins of government during .the minority of his 
nephew, difplayed fentiments diametrically oppo- 
file to the Ruffian fyftem. Lefs gallant than his 
brother, he did not feel himfelF difpofed to facriBge 
his country to the ladies ; and failed not to tepay, 
with reciprocal fentiments, the hatred which Ca- 
tharine had conceived from him during the war, 
when the noife of his cannon had reacVvcdWv^mxcv^'isw 
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recefles of the palace of the tzars. This naval war, 
in which however he had little reafon to boaft of 
his fucce&9 had irritated him againft the Ruffians ; 
and he was not ignorant of the raillery and invec* 
tive which were liberally bellowed on him at the 
court of Peter(burg» or that plays were even a£led 
at the Hermitage, in which he was held up as ah 
objedl of ridicule.^ 

The vileft corruption, the bafeft and lAoft cow- 
tirdly intrigues, were employed againft him. Eu- 
rope even faw, with frefli horror, a woman, who 
pretended to be an image of God adored on the 
throne, exciting revolt in a nation, buying traitors 
and paying afTaffins. To remove the regent, fub- 
fiitute a council of her creatures in his ftead, and 
harnefs Sweden to her chariot by the fide of Po- 
land, were the obje6ls at which fhe aimed, and 
which (he fought to attain by all the means that 
could be devifed. Stackelberg, whofe wit and ur- 
banity had charmed the king*, and who, to ufe his 

* Of all the miniftcrs employed by Catharine, count Stackelberg has the 
jtloft wit and the moft pride; and this he difpbyed particularly in Poland. M. 
von Thugut being fent to that country by the emperor, vhen he was to have his 
audieoce of Poniatofski, was introduced into a faloon, where, feeing a man gravely 
. featedi and (unrounded by PoUOi lords refpedfully ftanding before him, he took 
him for the king, and began his complimentary fpeech. It was Stackelberg, who 
vas in no hurry to fet him right. Thqgu^ infiMrmed of his miftake, was vexed 
and afliamed. In the evening, bciiig at cards with the king and Stackelberg, he 
piftyed a card, faying, « the king of clubs." " You are wrong," faid the king> 
** it is the knave." The Auftrian ambaflador, pretending to have been miftaken, 
anfwered, flapping his forehead^ « Ah, fire, pardon me; this is the fecond time 
« to-day I have taken a knave for a king." StackelboTg, ready as he was at re- 
paitcc, could only bite his lips. When he returned from Sweden, hit tinw was fpcnt 
loitering in the anticbambers of Zubo£ He was always one in Catharine's little 
piirtks, however, and was thus reduced to amufe, after having ferved Jkr. His 
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own words^ found in that ^nvice a true and V)ortiy 
hnigbt of his immortal sovereign, demanded to be 
recalled. His haughtinefs could not ftoop to dB. a 
4part of little confequence with the regent of « 
yoting king, after having himfelf been fo long re^ 
gent of a^ old king of Poland. 

M, Romanzofj brother of him who wasfo well 
^nown and efteemed in Germany, fucceeded him ; 
but, notwithftanding his ingenuity, his inftrudlions 
were too glaring and treacherous for him to acquire 
fimilar refpcft in Sweden/ The plots and intrigues 
of which the regent complained, foon required his 
rccal. Who has not felt indignation at the imptu 
dence with which Armfeldt was fct on, protefted 
and defended by RufBa, in fpite of the obvious 
proofs of his attempts, and the moft forcible dlaimsP 
At the vtry time when all the kings of Europe 
feemed to make a common caufe to hunt on in con- 
cert every man who was barely fufpe^ted of rebel* 
lion, a regent of Sweden in vain demanded, from 
court to court, a man who had confpired againft his 
life and the government of his country, which he 
would have fold and delivered to a foreign power. 
From court to court his demands were evaded in 
an infulting manner ; and Armfeldt ^t length re. 
tired to Ruffia to let him at defiance, being allow- 
ed to appear at court, receiving a penfion, and liv- 



gieat humiliation no doubt was that of being named by Paul lord of the bed* 
chamber in waiting to the very Icing of Poland who had frequently danced attend-, 
ance in hit anti-chamber at Warfaw. In this maliciQU^ ^i^MvXicitXkX tA. ^taie. 
emperor there was fomcrhin^ in^cniouf and noble that 4ocs Vdm Vi^mo^i. 
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ing there even during the vifit of the king and the 
Iregent.* 

I (hall not trace this plot, which fo long en-^ 
gaged the court of Sweden, through all its ramifi- 
cations, or name all the agents who were ftill em- 
ployed to carry it on ; but Catharine did not relin- 
quiJh her defign of ruling there, of ailing the part 
of proteftrefs to the young king, and of exhibiting 
the regent as a tyrant who abufed the minority of 
his nephew, or a jacobin who intended to imitate 
the duke of Orleans, She even fent the king an 
invitation to come and put himfelf under her pro- 
te6lion, or at le^ft to pay her a vifit ; and nothing 
was left untried to get him to Peterlburg without 
his uncle. It is furprifing that the regent was not 
driven to extremities. Among the papers of the 
accomplices of Armfeldt were found feveral which 
would have made Catharine appear defpica^le in 
the eyes of all Europe ; but he did not make them 
public : was it from fear, weaknefs, or moderation ? 

He was at the point, however, of entering into 
an alliance with France, which to him feemed the 
mod efFeftual ilep towards feculxing the independ- 
ence of Sweden againft the unbounded ambition of 
a powerful neighbour ; concluding, that whatever 
connexions might be formed between Sweden and 
Ruflia, excited by private paffionsor temporary in- 
terefts, would ftill prove injurious to the former. 

* In 1798 he was at Carlfbad, woirn out with infirmities, and defpifed by all 
that knew him. 
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To ftrike at the root of Catharine's hopes, the 
regent took another ftep, which was ftill more fen- 
fibly felt. He demanded in marriage for his young 
pupil one of the prineefles of Mecklenburg, who 
was folemnly betrothed to him, and the match was 
announced in form to all the courts of Europe. 
Count Schverin, who had Already been in Ruffia, 
where his perfon had gained him many friends 
among the ladies, was difpatched to Peterfburg 
with this commiffion ; but at Viborg he found 
an order from the emprefs, which forbad him to 
make his appearance at court. This was certainly 
ftrange condu6l, and difplays rather the pique of an 
irritated -woman than the referve of a fovereign. 
What ! becaufe the king of Sweden had efpoufcd 
another princefe inlleadof her grand-daughter, flie 
refufed to receive the notification conformable to 
eiiablifhed cufiom ! A foriaken miftrefs, who paid 
no regard to decorum, and >vas deillitute of true 
pride, could have done no more. The refpeft Ihe 
owed herfelf, her fex, and above all her amiable 
grand-daughter, ftiould at lead have faved her from 
the humiliation of publilhing her chagrin. On 
this occafion Ihe ceafed to aft the part of the great 
Catharine.^ 

To account for this ftep, no lefs infulting than 
indelicate, ftie directed her charge des affaires^ or 
rather d'intrigues, at Stockholm, to deliver to the 
regent that note which ha^ been read with aftonifli- 

♦ The Ruffians have aggrandized even her name ; they tay, m \Ve?a\aft^\Mi^t» 
Tekatarim^, which cm only kc tr^iflatcd Akch-Cathakiwi,, 
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ment in fome of the public papers^ were fhe not 
only made the dake of Suderraania's maintaining 
the connedHon between Sweden and Francea crime 
of treason to ber imperial majesty ^ but ^ven feems to 
infinuate, that he was privy to the aflaiBnation of 
the king his brother, the avenging of which fhe 
claims to berfelf. The vexation of Catharine, and 
folly of her minifters^ went ftill further. Every 
thing announ^ced, that they were about to treat the 
king of Sweden like Sganarelle'*'^ by obliging him 
at the cannon's mouth to break his engag^nient to 
the princefs of Mecklenburg^ and marry the grand- 
duchefs Akxandraf • The amiable qualities of this 
princefs would have juftified a young king in fight** 
ing to obtain her hand rather than to efcape it. A 
reportwas alfo fpread« that the king was already ena- 
moured with her ; that his uncle had done Violence 
to his inclinations ; and that he wilhed for nothing 
more than to defer his marriage with the princefs 
of Mecklenburg till he became of age, that he 
might then declare in favour of the other lady who 
afpired to his hand. 

There is no doubt, that feveral Swedes, gained 
over by the promifes of Catharine, and by the hopes 

* In L'Amoar Medtcin> of Molier.^.....T. 

f Some planks were laid at tkat time with great noife and preparation on 
the ice of Neva, ftrong enough Co bear caftles, to facilitate, at was faid, the 
paiTage of the artillery which was going to be font into Finland. The mintfter, 
«iid generals talked publicly of the approaching wart a proofs that it was all a 
deceptions but whether M. Stedlqg were a dupe to it I do not pretend to fay. 
JVince George Dolgorukyi a general too honeft and too litdeof a courtier lobe 
employed by Uw hvotmt€$, was cveo feot to tlK frontiers by way of fcarectoi^ 
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they had formed from the munificence of that of- 
tentatious princefs, endeavoured to infpire the 
youg king with fuch refolutions, and to excite in 
his heart the fame paffion, as had been raifed in 
that of the amiable Alexandra. A regular corrcf- 
pondence was even kept up between Schverin, 
Stein bach, and fome perfons who had accefs to the 
grand-duchefe ; and feveral of the letters were 
ihewn to the emprefs through the medium of ma- 
dame Budberg, chief go vernefs to the princefles. 

After fuch violent proceedings againft the re- 
gent, who could expe6l to fee him b^ndj and fub- 
mit i This, however, he did ; at leaft he fuffered 
himfelf to be either frightened or bribed*. M. 
Budberg, who had juft made the tour of Germany 
to find a wife for the grand-duke Conftantine, hav- 
ing brought with him the princefs of Cobourgand 
her three daughters^ was deemed capable of fur- 
mounting the difficulties experienced in obtaining 
a hufband for the young grand-duchefs. At firft 
he repaired to Mecklenburg, to negociate a renun- 
ciation ; and was then fent to Stockholm as an 
ambaiTador. Threats, promifes, and, money at 



* A Gcncvefc by the nameof Chriftian, formerly the right hand and fecretary 
to Calonne> being at Stockholm, introduced himfelf to the regent by means of a 
fable, which he compofed in his praife. As he had been at Pcterfburg, he talked 
to him a great deal of Catharine, of the young princcffes, of the eftccm in which 
he was held at that court, and of the advantage of an alliance with Rui&a, by 
marrying the king to the grand-ducheCs. Being perfuaded from the duke's 
anfwers, that he was not very averfe to a reconciliation with Catharine, he fent 
information of it to La Hafs, Markof's miftrefs ; and upon thefe grounds the 
negociaiions which had been broken oflF were renewed. Chriftian returned to 
Peterlburg, to reap the rewards of his addreCi j but the dt%\Vk ^1 vVfc cm^\^V^ 
deprived him of the rscompcnfc be expe£ked« 

C 
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length prevailed; Catharine obtained the point 
of the king's marriage being deferred till he 
Ihould be of age ; and the regent, willing, no 
doubt, to fliew that his pupil was free in his choice 
and in his conduct, at length confented to make a 
journey, whither he was fo kindly invited. The 
aflfair of the marriage, which was the true motive 
of this invitation, was touched but flightly, fenti- 
men tally .-^i7» ^ '^^ s^y> '*^ ^^ children love each 
other already ; if^ ivhen they see each other ^ they 
should still prove mutually agreeable ; ive will consi- 
der of the means of rendering them happy. Such was 
the languge of the emprefs. If (he could get the 
king to her court, Catharine thought Ihe (hould 
have the game in her own hands. Reckoning on 
the charms of the princefs, and the kindnefles 
which file herfelf (hould lavifli on the king, the re- 
gent, and their fuite, (he doubted not but the young 
Guftavus^ after having feen her whom he had ven- 
tured to refufe for realbns of ft ate, would give both 
the kingdom and the glory of Charles XII. to pof- 
fe(s fuch a bride. 

On the !2f;th of Auguft, 1796, he arrived at Pe- 
terfburg with his uncle and a numerous fuite, and 
alighted at the houfeof M. Steding hisambafTador. 
All the city was anxious to fee the young monarch. 
The emprefs who was at her palace at Tauris*, 

* The empTcf^ had purchafed Tauris, the principAl palace of Potcmkin ; and 
in honour to the memory of this celebrated favourite whom (he regretted, (he gave 
hit furname to this palacey'where (he resided in the fprlng and autumn. It is at 
Peter(burgi a (hort league (a mile and two thirds) from the winter palace, and 
J/Ae it fituBttd on the banks of the Neva. It was in this fu[)erb ediSce, that 

Poecmkiijf gave his fovereign that magn\6ccnt and Co much cclcbrat«d entertatn. 

Btent j'n ly^i. 
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came to that of the Hermitage to receive him, and 
gave him entertainments. At their firft interview 
fhe appeared enchanted, and almost in lovenvitb him 
herself*. He would have kifled her hand ; but (he 
would not allow it, laying, '^ No, I cannot forget 
^' that the count von Haga is a king/' — " If your 
*' majefty,'' anfwered he, " will not give me per- 
" miffion as emprefs, at leaft allow me as a lady, to 
'' to whom 1 owe fo much refpeft and admiration." 

The interview with the young princefs was ftill 
more interefting. Both were extremely embar- 
raffed ; and the eyes of all the court being turned 
towards them, their confufion increafed. No doubt 
each found the other worthy of the fentiments with 
which they bad been infpired from infancy; and 
there is reafon to believe, that, if motives of ftate 
on the part of the king of Swedew, or the whims 
of the prefent emperor, prevent not the match 
from being brought to a concluiion, the moft 
charming of princefles will be likewife the moft 
unhappy. 

No one, however, has more claims to happinels 
than Al^ndra Pavlpyna. At fourteen (he was 
alreadJMll and womanly ; her figure was noble 
and^^B^, foftened by all the graces of her fex 
anJ^^^Hp features were regular, and her com- 
pl^^^^^Bts alabafter : innocence, candour and 
ierem^^Tamped their divine impreffions on her 
brow ; and light flaxen hair, which feemed always 

* TJicfc wrrc h«v very Vfoida. 
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arranged by fairy hands, fell in ringlets on her well 
turned neck. Her heart, her talents and her intel- 
lect, were in unifon with her exterior appearance. 
Mifs Williamof, her private governefs, had cultiva- 
ted the moft noble and pureft fentiments in her 
mind, Exquifite fcnfibility, judgment, and under- 
ftandfegdiftinguiflied her infancy, and excited the 
admiration of all who came near her. 

It was difficult to find, I will not fay a king, but 
a young man, more interefting, better educated, 
and of fo great promifes as the king of Sweden. He 
was feventeen years of age, tall and finely Ihaped, 
with an air of noblenefs, intelligence and mildnefsf 
yet there was fomething of grandeur and ftatelinefs 
about him, notwithftanding his age ; and he had 
all the graces of youth, without the awkwardnefs 
that ufually attends it. His manners were fimple, 
though courteous and polite. Whatever he faid 
was fpoken with refleftion. To ferious things he 
paid an attention not expelled from youth : he dif- 
played knowledge, that announced a very careful 
education ; and a certain gravity, that befpoke his 
rank, never forfook him. All the pomp of the 
Ruffian empire, which was feduloufly efthibited to 
his view, feemed in nowife to dazzle himf.^ In that 
brilliant and nun>erous court, he fo^^A|^red 
more at eafe than the grand dukes th|[|^^^^Bho 
knew not how to converle with any pe^^^Hpiat 
both court and city foon drew comparifons between 
them very flattering to the young ftranger. The 
emprefs herfelf could not conceal the pgin Ihe felt 
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at the difparity between him and the fecond of her 
grand-children, whofe brutal and rude boyifh tricks 
offended her to fuch a degree, that (he put him 
under arreft once or twice during the ftay of the 
king of Sweden*. 

All the great men of the enxpire were eager to 
participate in the joy of Catharine, who felefted fuch 
as (hould give entertainments to her young gueftj 
and fixed the days. Counts Stroganof, Oftermann, 
3efl3orodko, and SamoiIof,diftinguifhedthemfelves 
by the fums they expended, and the magnificence 
they difplayed. The courtiers fought to furpafe 
each other in the richnefs of their drefs, and the 
generals in the military fpe£lacles which they ex- 
erted themfelves in exhibiting to the king. The 
old general Meliflino particularly diftinguifhed him- 
felf by the manoeuvres and artificial fireworks ex- 
ecuted and played off under his direction. Gufl:a- 
vus was in a ftate of continual enchantment; yet 
he wifely employed his mornings in traverfing the 
city on foot with the regent, and feeing every 
thing that could be interefting or in(tru£tive. 
Everywhere he put fuch queftions, or gave fuch an* 



* On feveral occafions, when the king appeared in public with the giand- 
dukety fAel^fi^s were fhocked, and the honeft Ruffians humbled^ at the courtly 
dein»anour^pJ|lh|*f9|mer| contrafted with the ruftic behaviour of the latter. At a 
review 6i ^hi^cSipi of cadets of the artilleryy where the young Guftavus appeared 
attentive to every thing mofl worthy of notice^ converiing with the generals 
around htm> and with the grand-duke Alexander, who was appointed to do the 
Honours of the empire, the grand-duke Conftantine was running and bawling 
behind the (bldicny imitating them in a buriefque manner, threatening them and 
even belting them. It is certain that the king of Sweden left Peter{b\»^«» ^<!\ 
aequaloted with the city as thofc who were one day to leictv l\v«\e. 



14 Secret Memoirs of the 

fwcrs, as fliewed the underftanding he pofleflld, 
and the education he had received. 

The regent^ who appeared to enjoy the honour 
of his labour in the approbation beftowed on his 
pupils is a very little man. His manners are eafy 
and poliflied ; he has an air of acuteneis and obler- 
vation; his eyes are fparkling and full of fire ; eve- 
ry thing he fays difplays the man of underftanding, 
and excites reflexion in thofe who hear him. 

It may readily be fuppofed, that during this 
fucceflion of entertainments, the two lovers had 
frequent opportunities of feeing each other, con- 
verfing and dancing together ; they became fami- 
liar, and appeared mutually enchanted. The aged 
Catharine aflumed an appearance of youth, and 
again indulged in thofes fcenes of joy and pleafure 
which Ihc had long fince renounced. The ap- 
proaching marriage was no longer a fecret ; it was 
the common topic of converfation. The emprefs 
already fpoke to the young king and her grand- 
daughter as betrothed lovers, and encouraged them 
to mutual afie^lion. One day (he made them give 
the jftrst kiss of love in her prefence; the firft, no 
doubt, that the virgin lips of the young princefs 
ever received : and which may have left a pkafing 
and cherilhed impreilion, that will long render her 
unhappy. 

In the meantime fteps were taking to bring this 
defired match to a concluiion. The only difficulty 
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which prefented itfeJf, was that of religion. Ca- 
tharine had felt the pulfe of her court on this fub. 
je6l ; and even confulted the archbifhop^ to know, 
whether her grand-daughter might abjure the or- 
thodox faith. Inftead of anfwering in the way in 
which (he flattered herfelf he would have done, 
he merely replied, *' your majefty is all pow- 
erful/' The chief patriarch of Ruflia, not find- 
ing himfelf fupported by the opinions of his cler- 
gy, whom he expefted would be more tradable, 
was then delirous of appearing more Ruffian than 
the Ruffians themfelves ; and, to flatter the 
national pride, rather than from refpeft to the 
Greek church, refolved to make a queen of Sweden 
of the Greek religion. In proportion as this ap- 
peared new and humiliating to the Swedifli nation 
in the eyes of the patriarch, the more flattering wag 
it to his vanity, and that of his minifters ; belides 
the popes, chaplains, and others, whom it would 
place about the young queen, would be trufty per- 
fons, and well calculated to keep the princefi in the 
interefts of Ruffia. The king was enamoured, daz- 
zled ; the regent appeared to be completely gain- 
ed ; could it then be fuppofed that they would re*^ 
jeft this arrangement, after fuch decifive fteps had 
been taken ? In the private converfations thatliad 
pafled, this delicate fubje<5l had been but flightly 
touched upon ; it was fcarcely expefted that Ca- 
tharine would have any fcruples -, and the king 
had hinted, that, from refpeft to the Ruffian nation 
and the prejudices of the people, the princefs fliould 
not be obliged to abjure the Greek xeW^xotv \\\ 
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form. The etnprefs, perfuaded that there was no 
room for retreat, left to her favourite mini ft era 
Zubof and Markof the care of drawing up the con- 
tra6l conformably to her views. On the other 
hand, the Swedifli ambaflador demanded the prin- 
ceis in marriage, at an audience which was given 
him for the purpofe of making the demand in 
form ; and the day and hour on which the parties 
ifvere to be publicly betrothed, were fixed. 

This day, which was the 2ift of September, ex- 
pofed the happy and imperious Catharine to the 
greateft chagrin and humiliation (he had ever ex- 
perienced. The whole court received orders to 
aflemble in full drefs in the apartment of the 
throne. The young princefs, habited as a bride, 
and attended by her fiflers, the grand-dukes and 
their wives, and all the ladies and gentlemen, with 
the grand-duke, father to the princefs, and the 
grand-duchel3 who came from Gatfhina to be pre- 
fent at the ceremony of betrothing their daugh- 
ter, were aflembled by feven o'clock in the even- 
ing. The emprefs herfelf arrived in all imaginable 
pomp. No one was wanting but the young bride- 
groom, whole tardinefs. at firft excited aftonifti- 
ment. The repeated going out and coming in of 
Zubofj and the impatience which the emprefs ex- 
hibited, foon excited the curiofity and whifperings 
of the ladies. *' What is the matter ? Js the king 
'* taken ill ? He is not very gallant, however. — 
'^ How could he dare thus to make the fovereign 
*' wait, in the apartment of her very throne, and 
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<' with all her court aflcmblcd !'' The king, bow- 
ever^ expedled like the fpoufe of the eleven thoufand 
virginfli did not appear. 

The following was the occalion of this ftrange 
delay. The king was to have been at court at fe-- 
yen in the evening. At fix the minifter Markof 
brought him the contraA and the articles of alliance 
which he had juft drawn up with Zubof. Gufta- 
vus having read them over, appeared greatly aftou- 
iflied on finding they contained articles on which 
he had not agreed with the emprefs ; and alked^ 
whether it were from her that they were brought 
to him to fign* ? 

Markof anfwering in the affirmative^ the king 
replied, that he could not poflibly comply. He 
obferved that he would lay no refiiraint on the con* 
Icience of the princefs ; that fiie might profefs her 
own religion in private, but he could not allow 
her either chapel or priefts in the palace : on the 
contrary, in public, and in all outward ceremonies^ 
(he muft profels the religion of the country. The 
reader may conceive the furprize and embarrafll 
ment of Markof; he was obliged to take up his 
papers, and return to Zubof, to inform him that 
the king refufed his fignature. He foon after re- 
turned in the greateft agitation, to fay, that the 
emprefs was already in theapartment of the throne, 

* Thefe articles were^ that the princefs fliould have her private chapel an^ 
•Icrgy in the royal palace, bcfidet certain engagements into^Wc;^ V^ Vr^^ 
wen t» cater agiinB France, which have heen kfp\ vci^ kcfcx« 

D 
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furrounded by all her-court ; tWat it was no lo^iger 
poffible to fp'eakto her; that (he waited for the 
king ; and that he flattered himfelf he would not 
bring the affair to an open rupture, which would 
be an unheard-of infult to his foveretgn, and to 
the whole empire. ' Belborodkoy and fevcral others 
arrived in fucceffion, exhorting, urging, praying 
the kin§ to yield. All the Swedes who were Called 
in inclined th6 fame way. The regent contented 
himfelf with faying, that it depended on the king ; 
drew, him afide, and took a turn round the room 
with him, appearing himfelf to prefs him, while 
fpeaking to him in a low voice. The king an- 
fwered aloud, '* No, no, I will not ; I cannot ; I 
*^ will never fign them!" He withftood all the 
remonftrances, all the importunities of the Ruffian 
miniflers ; and at length, vexed at the pertinacity 
with which they befet him, he retired to his cham- 
ber, and fattened the door, after giving again a 
clear and peremptory refuial to fign any thing in- 
conliftent with the laws of his country. The Ruf- 
fian minifters remained fiupified at the audacity of 
a hjoy, who dared thus refift their fovereign, and 
concerted how to break the cataftrophe to her. 

If the firmnefs which the young Guftavus dif- 
played on this occafion were bis own; if the foli- 
citations which his counfellors appeared to make, 
were not feigned, he has given his nation a proof 
of the greateft chara6ter, which cannot be too 
highly admired in a young prince of feventeen, 
whom, it might be expeCted love alone would have 
i^een fufficicnt to fubdue. It \^ Vo \>^ ^i^^vim^^ 
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howeverj for the honour of the regent, that the 
entreaties which he appeared to ufe with his ne- 
phew were infincere ; and that he wilhed only to 
charge the obftinacy of the king with a refiftance 
which would probably have drawn upon himfelf 
the immediate vengeance of Catharine. Moft of 
the Swedes who attended Guftavus were a<5tually 
bribed or feduced ; being young courtiers, their 
expeftations were highly raifed orf the wedding 
gifts, and they were much mortified at the difap. 
pointment. Steding, the ambafTador, had a diffi- 
cult part to a6l ; but'M. Flemming publicly de- 
clared his fentiments, by faying, that he would ne- 
ver advife the king to a(5l contrary to the laws of 
his realm. 

Thefe debates between the minifters of theem- 
prefs and the king continued till near ten o'clock. 
Catharine and her court wereftill waiting ; but at 
kft it was neceflary to inform her, that the affair 
was broken off She rofe, attempted to fpeak, but 
her tongue faltered ; was like to faint; and even 
had a flight fit, the precurfor of that which carried 
her off a few weeks after. The emprefs withdrew, 
and the court was difmifled, under pretence of a 
fudden indifpofition of the king. Some were of* 
fended at the audacity of a petty king of Sweden ; 
others blamed the imprudence of the wife Catha- 
rine, who had fo lightly expofed herfelf to fuch a 
Icene ; but the prelbmption of Zubof and Markof, 
who had pretended to impofe on the Swedes b^ 
-tl^eir cunninjg", and who had thougVvt o^.^tocMXvcv^ 
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II matrimonial contra6t to be ligned without being 
readj was particularly cenfured. 

The molt interefting vi6):im was the amiable 
Alexandra. She had fcarcely ftrength to enter.her 
apartment ; and there^ no longer able to reftrain 
her tears, Ihe gave herfelf up, before her gover- 
nelles and maids of honour, to a grief that aflec- 
ted all about her, and rendered her truly ill. The 
next day but one after this unexpected afl&ir, was 
the birth-day of the grand-duchefs Anne Feodo- 
rovna*: the etiquette of the court prelcribed a 
ball, but no perfon would dance. The king went 
to it, however, and the emprefs alfo made her ap- 
pearance for a moment, but did not fpeak to him. 
Zubof did not even cchceal his anger again ft 
the young monarch. EmbarrafTment was vifible 
on every countenance. Alexandra, being ill, was 
not prefent. The king danced with the other 
princelTes, converfed a moment with the grand- 
duke Alexander, and retired early, faluting every 
perfon with ftill more politenefs than ufual. This 
was the laft time of his appearance at court. 

Thefe public days of pomp and feftivity were 
fuddenly changed into thofe of retirement and 
irkfomenefs. Never were any fo melancholy and 
vnpleafant, fpent by a king at a foreign court. 
Every perfon was ill, or pretended to be fo. The 
intereft that Alexandra had infpired, and Guftavus 

* Tlie wife of the grand-dakc Cooftantine, daughter of the princo of Sixe 
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merited, foftened every heart in their favour. 
She was pitied, as the vi6lim of vanil^r and folly: 
he, for being obliged to make a facpifice that muft 
have coft him fo dear*. Execrations were openly ' 
beftowed on Zubof and Markof. The conduft 
of the emprefs^ who gave herfelf up to the moft 
dreadful chagrin, appeared inexplicable. It is 
bid, that hsr humbled favourites took the liberty 
of hinting to her to ufc force with the young 
prince, who was in her power. She went and 
fhut herfelf up a whole day, almoft alone, in her 
palace of Tauris, under pretence of celebrating 
the foundation of her chapel, but in faA to con« 
ceal from the eyes of her court the trouble that 
afflicted her, and to confult with her clergy and 
favourites on the embarraffing fituation in which 
Ihe fancied herfelf placed. 

Endeavours were made to bring the afiair a 
little in train again. The king faw her ftill in 
private, and the minifters held feveral conferences. 
Guftavus at length eluded the bufinefs, by declar- 
ing, that as he could not grant what the emprefs de* 
fired according to the laws of Sweden, he would 
refer the matter to the different eftates that would 
be aflfembled at his coming of age ; and if the 
eftates confented to have a queen of the Greek re- 
ligion, he would then fend for the princefs. It 



** He has fince married the f ouDg princefs Frederica of Baden, fifter of the 
Srand-duchefs Elizabeth. Notwithftanding the charms of his young bride^ U. v% 
fttppofed that he is not happy with her; and it u lo be {eaxtdxViax ^XtuxAtv**^ 
it if laid, is to he mankd to an arch-duke of Auftiiai ii\W tv«V>i» ibak^ ^ 
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was rather inconfiftent with Ruffian politics to 
hear a king hold fuch language ; and it is faid that 
an attempt was made, but in vain, to excite him^ 
to fet the eftates at defiance,. oflFering him the forces 
neceflary topunifh them if the fhbuld remit. The 
king, however, would aflent to no other terms. 

Such was the refult of the journey, upon which 
the public papers fcarcely ventured to comment. 
The king quitted Peterlburg the very day on 
which the anniverfary of the birth of the grand- 
duke Paul* was celebrated; one week after the 
breach?; leaving the emprefs replete with ill-hu- 
mour ^nd refentment; and in the heart of the 
young princefs an equal degree of grief and love, 
which were clearly perceptible by a lingering dif^ 
cafe that fucceeded, and in the general regret and 
efteem of the public* Notwithftanding this un- 
forefeen cataftrophe, in order to prevent any re- 
marks, prefents were made on both fides ; and the 
Ruffians were fo much the more: furprifed at the 
fplendpr and tafte difplayed in thofe of the king of 
Sweden, as they had affe6led always to fpeak of 
him by the epithet of the poor little boy. 

If little has been faid of the grand -duke Paul 
on this occafion, it is becaufe he had no more to do 
in what concerned his children than in the affairs 
of ftate. He was at his feat of Gatftiina, and was 
feen at Peterlburgh only once or twice during the 

* The prcfcnt emperor: is the 20th of September, old ftUc, or the ift of 
0<5bo1}er, new iile« 
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time of the king's ftay, which was about fix weeks. 
The grand-duchefs, his wife, on the contrary, made 
that trrefome and fatiguing journey three or four 
times a week, to be prefent at the entertainments 
given, and maintain, in appearance at leaft, the 
rights and duties of a mother. This worthy prin- 
cefs faid, '' If all my daughters coft me fo much 
'^ pains to provide them hulbands, I (hall c'.ie on 
'* the road." Once, for form's lake, the kkig was 
at Gatfliina and at Pavloffky. Paul and th€i regent 
feemed by no means congenial to each othcfr ; and 
on this occafion he appeared to be of his mother's 
opinion, and even to furpafs her in his fcruples and 
devotion to the orthodox Greek faith. It is not 
improbable, however, but the whims of P-aul may 
throw as many obftacles in the way of his daugh- 
ter's happinefs, as the vanity of Catharine, and the 
unikllfulnefs of her minifters*: the drefs of the 
Swedes, their fhort coats, cloaks, ribands, and 
round hats, are all of them his utter averfionV 

\^ 

The forced failure of this marriage has truly 
overwhelmed with ridicule the Ruffian minifters ; 
and it muft have been very humiliating to the old 
emprefs to have fuffered fuch wretched means to 

* Some time after his acceffion to the throne, Paul, going into the apartment 
of his daughters, began to joke with one of their maids of honour on the fubjedk 
of her approaching marriage, <* As to my daughter Alexandra," added he, " flie 
" cannot be married, for her lover has not yet learned to write." The fadt was, 
he had juft received a letter from the king of Sweden, whofc fecretary had 
omitted in the addrefs fome of the emperor's titles,* among others, theperfe^ly 
new one of the duke of Courland, &c. That no one in future might be guilty of 
this neglect, Paul iflued a particular uicafe, in which he prcfcribed at full length 
the manner in which he chufe to be named j and, as if the vaft Ruffian empiic 
flood in need of Spanifh amplifications to make it appear great aLtid^^«l>iX>'^ 
took the titles of all the ancient principalities : tbolc by w\\\cb \X. v% Yvvi ^\«Xuvt. 
to be addrtiTt J even in n petition j mz fufficicnUo hl\ a good pa^i. 
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have been employed. Does it not appear much 
heneath the Ruffian empire to (hew itfelf fo embar* 
railed about the fettlement of its amiable prin* 
ceflesj and to play off fo many great and little 
tricks to provide them hufbands ? It is true^ that 
the unbounded ambition of Catharine feems to 
have exerted itfelf to render their marriage diffi- 
cult ; Mike mademoifelle Montpenfier formerly^ fhe 
has killed their hufbands with cannon balls. A 
king of Poland^ a duke of Courland^ or even a 
hofpodtr of Moldavia ; fuch were the hufbands ihe 
might fcave left them. 

Let the defiiny referved for the grand-duchefles 
however^ be what it may, they will undoubtedly 
be happier than the German princeflcs married in' 
Ruffia^ moft of whom have experienced the moft 
wretched fate. The fearful lot of Sophia of Brunf- 
wick^ the wife of the miferable tzarovich Alexis^ is 
well known. That of the regent Anne, the un- 
fortunate mother of Ivan III, was flill more me- 
lancholy. Even the great Catharine herfelf, I 
hope, will not be urged as an exception ; though 
furrounded with all the fplendor of her court, yet 
the untimely death of her hufband fecretly preyed 
on her mind. The only exception that can be 
made to this feries of unfortunate brides, is Eliza- 
beth of Baden-Dourlach, whofe charafter, and par- 
ticularly that of her hufband, the grand-duke A- 
lexander, feem to promife her a more happy life*. 

* Even this cxcqition feemt now to have ceafed ; as, in confequence of the 
Juo^ of Sweden's intermaniagc with her fifter, a reftrainty if not a total prohibi- 
iho, is put upon het correfpoadcncc with hci fimUy. 
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* Young and affeAing vi6lims» whom Germany 
(eemB to fend by way of tribute to RulSa^ how 
often do you bedew in fecret with your tears the 
gilded apartments in which you dwell ! How often 
are your thoughts caft with regret on the loved 
abodes where you fpent your infant years ! Would 
not thofe you might have pafled in the arms of a 
hufband in your own country, in a climate favour* 
ed by heaven, amid a people more polifhed and 
more happy, at a court lefs pompous and lefs cor- 
rupt, have been far preferable ? Thofe chains you 
wear are but the more heavy for being of gold ; 
the pomp that furrounds you, the riches with which 
you are decked, are not yours, for you enjoy them 
not. If love embellifli not by his illufions the 
abode of wearifomenefs and conftraint in which 
you dwell, it will foon become to you a gloomy 
prifon. Your lot unqueftionably merits the com- 
|>afiion of thofe who envy it. 

What may not be faid of the want of pride in 
thofe German princes who fend their daughters to 
Ruffia, to undergo the almoft equal hazard of being 
chofen or rejefted ? She that is approved is unhap- 
py, and they who are fent back are infulted ; for 
the dowry given them, and the riband with which 
they are decorated, are but proofs that they have 
been offered, examined, and rejefted. The mo- 
ther of thefe princefles ufually accompanies her 
daughters in this diftant journey, thus to difpofe 
of one of them by expofing them all to a degrad- 
ing choice. The times are certaml^ m\\Ocv Owwv^- 

E 
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ed. When the tyrant Ivan Bafiliovitch (Bafilides) 
defirous of forming an alliance ^ith one of the 
princes of Europe^ fent to Auguftus Sigifmondy 
king of Poland^ to demand his (ilier in marriage^ 
his ambailkdor was difmifled with a grey mare 
drefled like a woman. This piece of raillery was 
worthy of the age, and, no doubt, of the idea then 
entertained of a velikiiniaz, or grand-printe rf 
Ruflia. Now, at the firft beck of a Ruffian auto- 
crate^ the German princes haften to fend their ami- 
able daughters, with their mothers, that the velHti" 
hntaz may choofe fuch a they like, and fend back 
the reft covered with confufion, which neither their 
ribands, nor jewels, nor rubles, can conceal. How, 
let me repeat, can the pi'inces of Germany fubmit 
to this daftardly tribute, pay fo little refpeft to de- 
corum, and fo wound the delicacy of their children ! 

Of all the viftims thus led into Ruffia*, the 
two young princefles of Baden-Dourlach appeared 
the handfomett and moft interefting. Their mo- 
ther, by birth princefs of Darmftadt, had already 
been fent thither in her youth with her fitters, 
one of whom became Paul's wife. This prin- 
cefs, an amiable ^oman, and worthy mother 
of a charming family, would not appear again 

* Catharine has fent for eleven German princelfes to provide wives for her 
font or gran^fons : three princefles of Darmftadt, brought by their mother j three 
prioctfles of Wurtemburg, but thefe came no ferthcr than Pruffia, Frederic the 
17NX<^1 infifting that the grand-duke (hould be gallant enough to meet them halt 
Way ; two princefles of Baden ; three princefles of Cobourg, conduced alfo by 
their mother. The young king of Sweocn has made three journies out of his 
kingdom to choofe himfclf a wife, while three princefles have been fent from tht 
teherpart of Gemumy for a junior grand-dukc of Ruflia ! 
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with her daughters on a fiage on ivhich (he herfelF 
had been expofed, but intrufted them to the care of 
the countefs Schuvalof, widow of the author of 
the epiftle to Ninon^ who was charged with the 
negociation^ together with one Strekalof^ whofe 
condudl might be ailimilated to that of a Coffack 
to Georgia to carry off maidens for the feraglio of 
thefuitan. 

Thefe princeifes^ after a long and tedious jour^* 
neyj arrived at nighty towards the end of autumn 
1792, and in terrible weather^ which firemed mate- 
rially to afleft them. They were made to alight 
at the palace in which Fotemkin had refided, where 
they were received by the emprefs^ accompanied 
by Mifs Branicka^ her favourite. At iirft the 
young princefles took the latter for the empreft ; 
but the countefs Schuvalof having undeceived 
themj they threw themfelves at the emprefe's feet, 
and with tears kiiled her robe and her hand« till 
(he raifed them up and embraced them; they were 
then left to fup in full liberty. 

The next day Catharine came to fee them^ 
while they were yet at their toilette, and prefented 
them the riband of the order St. Catharine, jewels^ 
and ftufFs. She alfo examied their wardrobe, and 
on feeing it, faid, ^' My young friends, when I 
'* arrived in Rulfia I was not fo rich as you*.** 

* Catharine often faid, toward the end of her life, '* I arrived in Ruflia poor, 
*' but I will not die in debt to the empire^ for I Ihall leave her the CiloA^ial 
n Poland 41 lay portion,'* 
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The young grand-dukes ^ere introduced to 
them the lame day. The eldeft who already fiif- 
pe<5led the motive of their arrival, had a penfive 
and embarraffed air, and faid nothing. Catharine 
told them^ that knowing the mother of thefe prin- 
cefles, and their country being taken by the 
French*, (he had fent for them to have them cdu- 
cated at her court. On their return from the pa* 
lace, the two young princes talked much of the 
young ftrangers, and Alexander faid, that he 
thought the eldeft very prettyf . *' O, not in- the 
•' leaft,'* cried the younger, " neither of them ; 
'' they muft be fent to Riga to the princes of Cour- 
" land ; they are only fit for them.:^ " 

What Alexander had faid, however, was re- 
ported to his grandmother, who was delighted to 
find that the lady (he defigned for him, and with 
whom (he herfelf feemed enchanted, appeared 
handfome in his eyes. Catharine pretended that 
ftie refembled Louifa of Baden when (he arrived in 
Ruflia. She ordered the pi<5lure taken of her at 
that time to be brought, that (lie might compare 
it with the prince(s ; and as may be fuppofed, qycry 

* It wasat the time of Cuftine's expedition into Germany. 

f She was in reality charming : the grand-ducheft Alexandra it the only 
beauty in the court of Ruffia that can be compared with her. Her fifter was but 
a child, being only thirteen, but (he had fomcthing ftill more ftriking and fprightly. 

J Thcie princes were educated there at that time, as being one day to fuc- 

ceed their uncle in the throne. The elder was intended for the fecond grand« 

duchefs Helena-Pavlovna. 3ut the fcene is much changed with them { they are 

now fubaltems in the army, and the elder has even been banlflied to a gaaifon 

mfiaviUdes, 
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•ne.prefent declared that two drops of water could 
DOt be more alike, From that njoment (he became 
fingularlj attached jto Louifa^ redoubled her ten« 
deriieis towards Alexander, and engaged with 
more pleafure in the fcheme of leaving the throne 
Id them as her immediate fucceflbrs. 

The young ftrangers made their firft appear* 
wice at court on the day when the deputies of Po* 
land were admitted to thank Catharine for the ho* 
nour ihe had done the republic by keeping three 
fourths of it for herfelf*. The princefles were 
much dazzled with the magnificence that furround* 
ed them, as others were with their opening charms; 
but the elder met with an accident^ which led the 
fuperftitious Ruflians to fay that Ihe would be un* 
fortunate in their country. As fhe approached 
the throne of Catharine^ (he ilruck her foot againft 
the corner of one of the fteps, and fell flat on the 
ground before the throne. May the fad prefage 
never be realifed ! 

While the young filler fpent her days forrow. 
fully in tears for her abfence from her country and 

* At this period, part of the kingdom or republic was left to Poland. The 
deputies, however,- were received only as thofe of a fubjedt province ; they flood 
uncovered, the eniprefs fitting ; and ihe faluted them only by a flight motion of 
the head, after they had proftrated ihemfelves before her. Count Branicki, hulband 
oftheemprefles' favourite, was the orator of this humiliating embalTy, which- 
would deliver its harangue, however, in the Polish language. The following 
ientences of his fpeech are remarkable : « The great Cathariae has deigned to 
" fpeak a word, and give the fignal ; and defpotifm, ready to feize on the throne 
« of Poland, fell like an idol." This word of Catharine was a pamphlet com- 
pofed by Altcili, in which all the nobles of Poland were termed jacobins, and the 
king feditious; this signal was the fending of two armies into thecountrytUii 
the IDOL OF oispoTisM was the coftftitutlon oi t\xt ^4 oi lHv} \ 
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relations, which all the pomp of the court could 
not obliterate from her mind, and was at length 
fent away loaded with prefents, which afforded her 
lefs pleafure than the expe^iation of foon behold- 
ing again the banks of the Rhine*, the princeft 
Louifa appeared to fmile on the deftiny that awaited 
her. An unknown comforter had entered her 
heart, and dried her tears. The fight of the young 
prince, who was to be 'her hulband, and who 
equalled herfelf in beauty of perfon and gentle- 
nefs of mind, had infpired her with love. She fub- 
xnitted gracefully to everything required of her, 
learned the Ruffian language, was inftrufled in 
the Greek religion, and was foon in a capacity of 
making publtc profeffion of her new faith, and re- 
ceiving on her arms and bare delicate feet the 
unftions adminiflered by a bifhop, who proclaimed 
her grand-duchefs under the name of Elizabeth 
Alexievna. Catharine chofe rather to give her 

^ Befides feveral diamonds which (he received, a penfion was given her, 
which was to be exchanged for a marriage portion. As (he is become Queen of 
Sweden, I know not whether (he has received her Ruffian dower. Among the 
prefents made her was a riband of the order of St. Andrew for her father : this 
was the firtt order in RulTia, and Catharine did not even know the number of its 
knights ; as it appeared that the prince of Baden was one of them already. The 
emprefs, however, would not allow the riband to be fent back, but permitted th6 
prince to beftow it on his fon, then a child. It frequently happened that officers 
were prefented with the in(igniaof orders, which had been givQi to them before : 
•ne of thcfe, having folicited fome other recompence in vain, wore his two (imilar 
croffes at once. Catharine, it muft be added, fo magnificent on fome occafions, 
difplaycd a ridiculous pirfimony in beftowing on the govemefs of the princefles 
of Baden, who had educated them, and conducted them into Ru(fia, a paltry 
penfion of two hundred rubles («ol.) at which even the court of Carlfruhe was 
indignant. Similar afts of meannefs frequently difgraced the liberalities of Ca- 
tharine. She never gave willingly, except to thofe who had already too much : 
(he liked better to gratify than to recompenfe. Towards the end of her life (he 
grew niggardly, in particular towards the imperial family, whb were fometimes 
£a waMt of acceSmcs, while the favourite |ad his creature wallowed in proiufioa. 
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own fiirname than leave her that of her father, as 
is cuftomarj^*. 

In the month of May following, the ceremony 
of betrothing was performed with all extraordinary 
pomp and entertainments. Ruilia had juft finifhed 
three wars, almoft equally triumphant. A multi- 
tude'of generals and other officers, covered with 
the laurels they had gathered in battle, added to 
the number of the court. A great many Swjedes, 
admirers of Catharine ; almoft all the Polifli no- 
bles who had fubmitted or were devoted to her ; 
Tartarian khans; envoys from Great Bukharia; 
Turkifh bafhaws; Greek and Moldavian deputies; 
fophis of Perfia ; with French emigrants, demand- 
ing.at once proteftion and vengeancef ; increafed 
at this juncture the crowd of courtiers attending 
the proud autocratrix of the north. No court ever 
exhibited fuch a brilliant and variegated fpe<£lacle« 
Thefe were the laft refplendent days that Catharine 
enjoyed. She dined on a throne raifed in the 



* The patronymic nima of the Ruffians have fomething ancient and rcfpect- 
ablc. A Ruffian might call the emprefs, even when fpeaking to her, Ekaterina 
Alexievna^ Catharine daughter of Alexius. The princefs of Baden, therefore, 
Ihould htve called herfelf Elizabetha Carlovna, as (he was the daughter of prince 
Charles. The Greeks had the fame cuftom ; and we, happily tranflating the Ruf- 
fian tenninacions by the Greek, might fay Ivan B^tilides, Alexander Nicolai'deti 
lee. as we fay Alcides, Seleucidcs, Heraclides. 

f One day the young Richelieu, a Perfian envoy, fomc deputies of the Cal- 
mucks,and an old Ruilia madman, whom Catharine created ai&night, at there- 
commendation of N. Soltikof, for having prayed for her, wore prefented to the 
emprefs at the fame time. Richelieu kifled her hand with all the eafe of a 
Frenchman ; the reriian> with the ceremonies of the eaft ; the Calmucks,tVvco^<* 
ing themfelves on the ground; and the old Ruffian^ ka^\\n% do'VixV) «a\\^^l^ 
his eyes to bcaven. 
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midft of difi&rent tables. Crowned and covered 
with gold and diamonds^ her eye carelefsly wan* 
dering over the immenfe aflembly, compofed of 
perfons of all nations^ whom (he feemed to behold 
at her feet. Surrounded by her numerous and 
brilliant family^ a poet would have taken her for 
Juno featcd amidft the gods*. 

The arrival of the princefs of Saxe-G)bourg 
with her three daughters, one of whom became 
the wife of the grand-duke Conilantine, was le& 
ftriking. The Ruiflans even indulged in witty 
remarks on thefe princefles, and on the antiquity 
and bad tafte of their drefs. They were not pre- 
fented till their wardrobe had been renewed. Con- 
ftantine did not like either of them ; he faid they 
had a German air ; fo Ruffian was his tafte. It 
was neceflary to inflame his imagination to induce 
him to make a choice ; and this fell on the young* 

* Thii in fad took place, particularly in the following Uroph^ of the epi- 
thakmium : 

Ki lareine de Thebe au milieu de fes fitles, 
Ki Louis de fes fils alTembUnt le& families, 
Ne formercnt jamais un cercU (i poropeuz. 
. Troi^ generations vont fieurir devantelle, 
£t c'eft die tujours qui charmera nos yeux ; 
Fiere, d'etre leur mdre, & non d'etre immortelle, 
x TtUe eft Junon par mi les dieux« 

The Theban queen amid her daughters fair. 

The fons of LewiS) an illuftrious race. 

Ne'er formed a circle proudly born to grace 
The wond'ring world with majefty fo rare 1 

Three glorious fprings (hall deck the reverend tree, 

WhoTe fiem immortal parentage fliall cUim» 
And ftill the pecrlefs origin (hall be 

Like Juno, firft in fplcndoi a& m fame. 
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€|ft, a little bruii.ette9 who difplayed marks of wit^ 
vfjiich excited intereft in her behalf in the bolbm of 
Conftantine, of whofe character we Ihall have oc* 
cafioA to fpeak hereafter. 
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CATHARINE II. 

Particulars of the ficknefs and death of Catharine— Her porti'aiN— Her charaAer 
— 'ObfervMions on her court, courtiers, and minifters— Influence of the French 

revolution on her mind Qucftion examined, how far (he was the patron of 

letters— Her literary works-^-Manners and monuments of her reign. 

X HE vifit of the king of Sweden to Peterf- 
burg, the entertainments to which it gave rife, and 
the mortifying circumftanccs in which it termi- 
nated, haftened, no doubt, the death of Catharine. 
For fix weeks (he had given herfelf up to a round 
of amufements, and fubje6led herfelf to continual 
fatigue ; for to her, the going up and down the 
flairs of the palace, the bufinefs of dreffing, and 
appearing in public, had long been a wearifome 
talk ; and the more fo^ as ihe was ftill deiirous of 
looking young and healthful, and was always 
avcrfe to the ufe of her fedan. Aware of the fir ft 
of thele difficulties, feveral of her courtiers, upon 
occafion of the balls and entertainments that were 
given by them in honour of the king, contrived for 
her eafe that the flairs of their houfes ftiould form 
a gentler akenty which was richly carpeted. A 
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fallantry of this kind cofl: Beiborodko no lefs a 
fum than three thoufand rubles (300I.) which he 
expended to render his houfe commodious for her 
reception* 

Towards the clofe of her life, Catharine had lb 
increafed in fize, as to be an objeft almoft of de- 
formity. Her legs, which were always fwollen 
and often ulcerated, had entirely loft their fhape, 
and Ihe could no longer boaft that handfome foot 
which had formerly been to much admired. The 
noted pirate Lambro Canzlano, whom admiral 
Ribas, through the favour of Zubof, had introduced 
to the emprefs, and who afted in quality of buffoon, 
after having previoufly ferved her as corfair in the 
Archipelago, was defirous alfo of prefcribing as her 
phyiician. He accordingly perfuaded her that he 
had an infallible remedy for her legs ; and hehim- 
felf was even at the pains of fetching water from 
the fea for the purpofe of a cold bath, to be ufed 
once a day. for her feet. The application fucceeded 
at firft, and (he joined with Lambro in ridiculing 
her phyficians ; but the fwellings foon returned, 
and from late hours and fatigue her diforder greatly 
increafed. When the king's refufal was announced 
to' her, and (he was obliged to difmifs her court, 
after having fummoned it to celebrate the betroth- 
ing of her grand-daughter, (he experienced a flight 
ftroke of apoplexy. From the conftraint which 
for feveral days after flie impofed on herfelf, that 
Ihe might appear with her accuftomed ferenity, and 
betray no fywptom of the vexatloiv ^efe\t^X.SJcs& 
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Tefraaorincfs of ibe Utile king*, the blood and hu. 
QounB crowded ftill more to the head ; her face, 
which waa before highly inflamed, became at this 
period additionally red and livid, and her indifpo- 
fition returned with greater frequency. 

I (hould not perhaps have mentioned here the 
figna and tokens of her death ; but as miracles are 
ftill in faOiion in RuflKa, it may not be amift to ob** 
ferve, that on the evening of her vifit with the king 
at the houfe of Samo'iiof, a bright ftar (hot from 
the fty over her head, and fell into the Neva ; and 
for the honour of truth and funeral tokens, I muft 
add, that this fa£t was the common talk of the 
whole city. Some would have it, that this beau- 
tiful ftar was a prognoflic of the young queen's 
journey into Sweden; while others, remarking 
that it made its defcent near the fpot where the 
citadel and tombs of the' fovereigns were fituated, 
tremblingly whifpered that it was the harbinger 
of the approaching diflR>Iution of the ta^prefs. I 
fay, tremblingly whispered; for in Ruflia death and 
the emprefs were words that could not be coupled 
together without danger of punilhment. 

&it waving this, it is certain, that on the 4th 
of November 17969 Catharine, having what was 
called her little hermitage (fmall party), difplayed 

* Thit was an epithet which flie gare him in ^erifion. The young prince 
m amhitious from hit inhncf of the title of grown man, which he ftrovc \>y his 
W$i » a» to merit Walking one day in ^^k, two women cried, << Let us ran to 
/Vcbe ^th-way to fee our little king " Guftavus, bearing them, replied, fome- 
0*»jpifimeft: ^^ Lkthkkig} fimy,Wies, have you then a greater one?" 
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an tincommon (hare of fpirits. By a veflcl from 
Lubeck^ ihe bad received news of the French under 
Moreau haviag been obliged to repafs the Rhine^ 
and fhe wrote, upon this occaiion, to the Auftriasi 
minifter G)benzel a very humorous note*. She 
amufed herfelf greatly with Leof Narifhkin, her 
glrand ecuyer and firft buffoon, trafficking with 
him for all forts of bawbles, which he ufually car- 
ried4n his pockets to fell to her, like an itinerant 
pedlar^ whofe charaftcr he attempted to perfonate» 
She rallied him with great pleafantiy upon the ter. 
rors to which he Was fubjeft upon hearing of any 
obituary intelligence^ by informing him of the 
death of the king of Sardinia, which fhe had alfo 
juft learned ; and (he fpoke of this event in a free 
and jocular manner. She retired, however, fome- 
what earlier than ufuaU affigning as a reafon, that 
too much laughing had given her flight fymptoms 
of colic* ^ 

The next morning (he rofe at her accuftomed 
hour, and fending for her favourite, gave him a 
fliort audience. She afterwards tran(a6led bu(ine(8 
with her fecretaries, but difmKTed the laft that came, 
bidding him wait in the antichamber, and (he would 
prefently call for him to fini(h what he was about. 
The valet, Zachary Conitantinowitz, waited for a 
tvhile ; but, uneafy at not being called, and hear- 
ing no noife in the apartment, he at laft opened 

* The note, which was in everybody*! hands, was this: << I haften toinferm 
** your excellent excellence, that the excellent troops o( tVve t>^ct\\t\jx. wjwCcVv*^ 
«« given the French ao excelknt drubbing.^' 
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the door, when he law, to his furprife and terror, 
the emprefs proftrate on the floor between the two 
doors leading from the alcove to her water-clofet* 
She was already without ienfe or motion. The va- 
let ran for the favourite, whofc apartment wa« 
above ; phyficians were fent for ; and conilerna- 
tion and tumult prevailed about the emprefs. A 
mattrefs was fpread nfear the window y fhe wasJaid 
upon it ; bleeding, bathing, and all the means ufu- 
ally reforted to upon fuch occafions, were employed, 
and they produced their ordinary effeft. She was 
Hill alive ; her heart was found to beat ; but there 
was no other perceptible fign of motion. ^ The fa- 
vourite, feeing her in this alarming ftate, fent to 
the counts Soltikof and Befborodko, and others of 
the nobility. Every one was eager to difpatch a 
meflenger to the grand-duke Paul ; and the perfon 
employed in this fervice by Zubof was his own 
brother. Meanwhile the imperial family, and the 
reft of the houfehold, were ignorant of the fituation 
of the emprefs, which was kept fecret. Till eleven 
o'clock, her accuftomed hour of fummoning the 
grand-dukes, it was not known that (he was at all 
indifpofed ; and the circuftance of her being feri- 
oufly ill did not tranfpire till one ; and was then 
mentioned with a timid and myfterious caution, 
through fear of the confequences of rrtiftake- You 
might fee two courtiers meet each other, both per- 
fe6Hy acquainted with the circumftance of the apo- 
plexy, yet queftioning one another, anfwering in 
turn, watching each other's looks, and cautioufly 
advancing ftep by ftep, that they might arrive both 
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together at the terrible point, and be able to talk 
of what both already knew. It is neceflary taliave 
frequented a court, and efpecially the court of Ruf- 
fia, to be ^ble to judge of the importance of thefe 
things, and exculpate the hiftorian from the charge 
of abfurdity for relating a6iual circumftances. 

L;> the meantime, thofe whom chance, or their 
connection with office, placed in the way of being 
early informed of the truth, haftened to communi- 
cate it to their families and friends ; for the death 
of the emprefs was looked to as the epoch of fome 
extraordinary revolution in the ftate, as well from 
the character of Paul as from the projects and dif- 
pofitions of which. Catharine was rufpe<^ed«. It was 
therefore of importance to be able to take precau- 
tions in time,- and the court firft, and prefently 
the city, were in an alarming ftate of agitation and 
anxiety. 

Five or fix couriers arrived nearly at the fame 
inftant at Gatfhina, but thegrand-duke wasabfent. 
He was gone a few miles with his court to infpeft 
a mill, which he had ordered to be conftru6ted. 
Upon receiving the intelligence, he appeared ex. 
tremely affedled. He foon, however, recovered 
from his emotion, afked a thoufand queftioi^s of ^the 
OiefTengers, and gave orders for his journey, which 
he performed with fuch expedition, that in lefs 
than threehours he was at Peterlburg, which is 
twelve leagues from his refidence at Gatfhina. He 
arrived^it. eight in the evening w'\tU\\\s>«\Kt^^xv^ 
found the palace in the greateft confuVvoxv. 



His prefence attrajfited about bim ibme courtiera 
and minifterS) while others difappeared. The fa^i^ 
irourite^ a prey to grief and terror, had relinquiib- 
ed the reins of emptier: the great, occupied with 
the confequences of this events, arranged their sif^ 
fairs in private ; all the intrigues of the court were 
difconcerted in a moment^ and, like the fpokes of 
a wheel when the^ocfk is deftroyed, were without 
point of unioi^^ 

Paul, accompanjied by his whole family, re- 
paired to the chamber of his mother, who gave, 
however, no fign of recognition at the appearance 
of her aflembled children. She was lying on the 
mattrefs,perfe^ly ftill,and without any appearance 
of life. The grand-duke Alexander, his wife, and 
the young princeiles,.burft into tears, and formed 
round her a moft affecting groupe. The grand- 
duchefles, the gentlemen atid ladies of the courts 
were up all night, waiting the laft figh of the em- 
prefs* The grand-duke and his fons were fre- 
quently by her fide to witnefs this event ; and 
the next day palled in the fame anxiety and ex- 
pectation. 

Paul, whofe grief for the lofs of a mother by 
whom he had hitherto been fo little beloved, could 
not be expe^ed to be extremely overwhelming^ 
was occupied in giving directions, and preparing 
every thing for his acceifion. Catharine ftill 
breathed, although nothing was thought of but 
the changes that were about to take place, and 
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the individual who was on the point of fucceeding 
her. 

By degrees the apartments of the palace were 
filled with officers who had come with expedition 
from Gatftiina, and were drefled in* a manner fo 
different to that which prevailed at I^eterlburg, 
thaji they appeared to belong to fome remote age, 
or to have arrived from another world. In the pale 
and haggard countenances of the old courtiers, 
wherever they were feen, mortification, terror, and 
grief, were depifted ; and they fucceffively retired, 
to give place to new comers. The palace was fur- 
rounded, and all the flreets that led to it were 
crowded with carriages ; and he who could claim 
the flighteft acquaintance paffed the day there, 
•waiting the effedl of this fudden event. Orders 
were given that no perfon (hould quit the city, and 
no courier was fuffered to pafs the gates. 

It was generally believed that Catharine had 
died the preceding evening, but that her death, 
for reafons of ftate, was ftill concealed. The fa<5l 
howevetJS, that (he was all this time in a kind of 
lethargy. The remedies which were adminiftered 
produced their natural effecSl, and Ihe had even 
moved one of her feet, and prefled the hand of one 
of her women ; but^ happily for Paul, the power of 
speech ivas gone for e'oer. About ten in the even- 
ing fhe appeared fuddenly to revive, and began to 
rattle in the throat in a moft terrible manner. 
The imperial family haftened to her ', \ikU\.\.\v\^w^Nsr 

G 
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and (hocking rpd<5iaele was too much for the prin- 
ceflfes, who were obliged to withdraw. At laft (he 
gave a lamentable fhriek, which was heard m the 
neighbouring apartments, and died^ after having 
continued for thirty-feven hours in a fiate of infen. 
iibility. During tliis period (he gave no indication 
of pain, till the moment before (he expired, and 
her d4?ath appears to have been as happy as her 
reign. 

If the love which monarchs have defer vcd from 
their fubje6ls had been fometimes eftimated by the 
imprelfion produced by their death, KuiQa is not 
the country to which we can apply the obfervation, 
unlefs indeed the court be taken for the whole em- 
pire. The individual who was the greateft lofer 
by the death of the emprefs, and whom it hurled 
at once from the pinnacle of greatneffc and power 
into the obfcurity from which fayour had raifed 
him, was alfci the individual who was moft afflifled 
at the event ; and there was fomething in the ex- 
preffion of his grief that was truly aHtLliug. The 
young grandduchcfles, who had a tender regard 
for their grand-mother, with whom they.had lived 
on terms of greater familiarity than with their 
o\\n parents, paid her alfo the unfeigned tribute of 
their tears; they confidercd her as their providing 
hand, and as the fource from which flowed all their 
enjoyments ami felicity. Thole ladies and cour- 
tiers too, who had experienced the kindnefs of her 
difpofition, and erjjoyed .the pleafure of her private 
fociety, wli^rc Ihc difplayeu a moft captivating 
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ameility, in like manner lametited her death.. 
E'ven the young perfons of her court, both male 
and female, regretted the happy evenings of the 
hermitage, and that freedom of cafe and pleafure 
which Catharine fo well knew how to infpire ; and 
they contrafted with thefe the military conftraint 
and etiquette that were likely to fucceed. The 
wits and railers of Peterfburg groaned in fecret, 
that they now muft refpeft the very perfons whom 
they fo long had been accuftomed to ridicule and 
defpife, and fubmit to a courfe of life that had been 
the conftant and inexhauftible topic of thleir far- 
cafms and jefts. The menial fervants of Catharine 
fincerely bewailed a good and generous miftrefs, 
whofe mild and equal temper, and noble and dig- 
nified charafter, were above thofe daily bickerings, 
thofe gufts of petty paffion« which are the poifon 
dk of domeftic life. In truth, if we judge of Cgtha- 
rinc as of the mother of a family, confider her palace 
as her houfe, her courtiers as her children, (he was 
entitled to lamentions and tears. 

There were other perfonages on this difaftrous 
occafion of a pale and woeful afpe(5t; but thefe 
were incapable of weeping. In them it was an air 
of guilt rather than of fadnefs, and their grief 
would bear no conftruftion favourable to Catha- 
rine. I refer to thofe creatures of the favourite, 
thofe hypocritical minifters, thofe daftardly cour- 
tiers, that crowd of wretches of all ftates and con- 
ditions, whofe fortunes and hopes were derived 
from the eafy difpofition of CatV\aT\i\e, awdi \X\^ 
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abufes of her reign. In this dark lift muft be alfo 
included thofe who had a (hare in the revolution of 
1 762 ; thefe men appeared to awake as from a long 
dream^ which had fufpended reflexion, to be de- 
livered up to the influence of terror, and perhaps 
of remorfe. 

As to the opinion of the people, that pretended 
touchftone of the merit of fovereigns, nothing 
could equal their indifference as to what was going 
on in the palace. It was faid, indeed, that provi- 
fions would be cheaper, and the power of maftera 
over their flaves be reftrained and limited. The 
principal inhabitants of the city were in a fiate of 
iilent conflernation. 

In fo ex ten five a capital, and efpecially in ib^ 
polite and brilliant a court, fome extraordinary j 
changes were quickly vifible. The air of free- 
dom, of eafe, and of gallantry, which had fo lately 
prevailed, was fucceeded by a vifible conftraint. 
In the apartments in which Catharine had juft 
fallen into the deep of death, the word of command, 
the clattering of fwords and of foldiers, and the 
echo of enormous boots, already refounded. From 
the fombre drefs of the ladies, the unufual garb of 
the men, the ftrange phrafeology which every one 
was eager to adopt, and the general contrafts with 
what had exifted before, thofe who had been ac- 
quainted with eachother,metwithout beingknown, 
fpoke without being underftood, and afked quef- 
tions without receiving an anfwer. The day of 
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St, Catharine, hitherto celebrated with fo much 
pomp and rejoicings^ arrived at this interval, as if 
to depiift with. greater horror the defolation of this 
fairy palace^ heretofore the theatre of fo many plea- 
fures and entertainments. 

Thougff feventy years of age, Catharine ftill 
retained fome remains of beauty. Her hair was 
always drefled in the old ftile of fimplicity, and 
with peculiar neatnefs, and no head ever became 
a crown better than her's. She was of the middle 
ftature, and corpulent; few women, however, with 
her corpulence, would have attained the graceful 
and dignified carriage for which (he was remarked* 
In private, the good-humour and confidence with 
which (he infpired all about her, feemed to keep 
up an unceafing fcene of youth, playfulnefs, and 
gaiety. Her charming converfation and familiar 
manners placed all thofe who were admitted to 
her drefling-room or aflfifted at her teilette, per- 
feftly at eafe; but the moment flie had put on her 
gloves to make her appearance in the neighbour- 
ing apartments, (he afTumed a very different coun- 
tenance and deportment. From an agreeable and 
facetious woman, ihe appeared all at once the re- 
ferved and majeftic empreis. Whoever had feen 
her then for the firft time would have found her 
not below the idea he had previoufly formed, and 
would have faid, *' This is indeed the Semiramis 
*' of the north!*' The maxim, Prasentia minuit 
famamy could no more be applied to her than to 
Frederick the Great. 1 faw her ox\ce%ot ^.vjvl^^ 
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week for ten years, and every time with renevped 
admiration. My eagernefs to examine her perfon 
caufed me fucct iEvely to negle6l proftrating myfelf 
before her with the crowd ; but the homage I paid 
by gazing at her, was furely more flattering. She 
walked flowly, and with Ihort fteps; her majeftic 
forehead unclouded, her look tranqu* and her 
eyes often caft on the ground. Her mode of fa- 
luting wa$ by a flight inclination of the body, yet 
not without grace; but the fmile (he affumed, 
vanifhed with the occafion. If, upon the introduc- 
tion of a ftranger, (he prefented her hand to him 
to kifs, (he demeaned herfelf with great courtefy, 
and commonly addre(red a few words to him upon 
thefubje6l of his travels and his vi(it; but all the 
harmony of her countenance was inftantly difcom- 
pofed, and you forgot for a moment the great Catha- 
rine, to refleft on the infirmities of an old woman; 
as, on opening her mouth, it was apparent that (he 
had no teeth. Her voice too was hoarfe and bro- 
ken, and her fpeech inarticulate. The lower part 
of her face was rather large and coarfe ; her grey 
eyes, though clear and penetrating, evinced fome- 
thing of hypocrify, and a certain wrinkle at the 
ba(e of the nofe indicated a character fomewhat 
finifter. The celebrated Lampi had lately painted 
a flriking likenefs of her, though extremely flatter- 
ing ; Catharine, however,remarking that he had not 
entirely omitted that unfortunate wrinkle, the evil 
genius of her face, was greatly di(ratis(itd, and faid 
that Lampi had made her too ferious and too 
wjcked. He muft accordingly retouch and fpoil 



Court of PjETEiisBUitG. 47 

the pifture, which appeared now like the portrait 
of a young nymph ; though the throne, the fceptre, 
the crown, and fome other attributes, fulficiently 
indicate that it is the picture of an eraprefs. In 
other refpe6ls, the performance well deferves the 
attention of the amateur, as alfo does a portrait of 
the prefent emprefs by the fame hand*. 

The character of Catharine can, in my opinion, 
only be eftimated from her aftions. Her reign, 
for herfelf and her court, had been brilliant an4 
happy ; but the laft years of it were particularly 
difaftrous for the people and the empire. All the 
fprings of government became debilitated and im- 
paired. Every general, governor, chief of depart- 
ment, was become a petty defpot. Rank, juftice, 
impunity, were fold to the higheft bidder. An oli- 
garchy of about a fcore of knaves partitioned Ruffia, 
pillaged, by themfelves or others, the finances, and 
fliared the fpoils of the unfortunate. Their loweft 
valets, and even their flaves, obtained in a Ihort 
time offices of con fiderable importance and emolu- 
ment. One had a falary of from three to four 
hundred rubles a year (30I. or 4oI.) which could 
not poffibly be increafed by any honeft dealing, 
yet was he fulficiently rich to build round the pa- 

^ * The celebrated Lc Brun, who was at Peterlburg, and who could not obtain 
ttie honour of taking her Jikcnefs when living, faw her after (he was dead, and 
drrw it from his memory and imagination. I faw the rough draught of this 
portrait, M'hich ws^jftctremely like. The following humourous advice was given 
to M. le Brun to render the rcfemblance perfect : Take a map of the RulTun em- 
pire for the canvas j the darkncfs of ignorance, for the ground ; the Ipoils of Poland 
for the drapery ; human blood, for the colouring; the monumtuu oi \v« i<!:vf^> 
for the outlines; and tor thcXiiading, (ix. monilu oE lUt iti^^u olViiw l>ieccS&a\^ 
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lace houfes valued at fifty thoufand crowns 
(12^5001.) Catharine, fo far from inquiring into the 
impure fource of fuch fudden wealth, rejoiced to 
fee her capital thus embellilhed under her eyes, 
and applauded the inordinate luxury of thefe 
wretches, which Ihe erroneoufly confidered as a 
proof of the profperity of her reign. In the worft 
days of France, pillage was never fo general, and 
never fo eafy. ' Whoever received a fum of money 
from the crown for any undertaking, had the im- 
pudence to retain one half, and afterwards com- 
plained of its infufficiency, for the purpofc of ob- 
taining more; and either an additional fum was 
granted, or the enterprife abandoned. The great 
plunderers even divided the booty of the little ones, 
and thus became accomplices in their thefts. A 
minifter knew almoft to a ruble what his fignature 
would procure to his lecretary; and a colonel felt 
no embarrafTment in talking with a general of the 
profits of the army, and the extortions he made 
upon the foldiers*. Every one, from the peculiar 
favourite to the loweft in employ, confidered the 
property of the ftate as an harveft to be reaped. 



* The colonel was the defpot of his regiment, of which he had the cxclufive 
management, in whjie and ir. d;;tail. The Ruluan army, wherever it may be 
iituated, whether in a fubjeiied territory, the territory of an a-ly, or that of an 
enemy, always living at free quarters, the cclcncJs rejulary ta::^ to themftlves 
nearly the whole of the money deftmed for its fupf o:t. By way of indemnifi«|« 
tipn, they turn the hories into the fields, and the men into the hT.irf s of the prir^ 
fants, there to live ftce of expence. The pay of a colonel is irc-.n I'cvcn to eight 
hundred rubles (70I. or 80:.) only a year ; but the profit h4||krivcs from a rcgi- 
mcnt amounts to fifteen or twenty thoufand (i50-oL or xocol^) ' A miniftcr.^flc- 
ingone day tome favour of the emprefs for a poor olTicrr, ftic rapilcd, <* If he he 
<« poor, it is his own fault ; he has long had a regiment." Thu.*; Jobbeiy was ri .^ 
viJcged, and probity laughed at and dcfpifed. 
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and grarped at it with as much avidity as the po- 
pulace at an ox given up to be devoured. The 
Orlofs^ as well as Potemkin and Panin^ filled their 
places with a degree of dignity. The firft difplay* 
ed {bme talents^ and an inordinate ambition. Pa« 
nin had greater genius, greater patriotifmj and 
more virtues*. In general^ during the laft years 
of Catharine^ none were fo little as the great. 
Without knowledge, without penetration, without 
pride, without probity, they could not even boaft 
that falfe honour which is to loyalty what hypo- 
criiy is to virtue; unfeeling as balhawsj rapacious 
as tax-gatherers, pilfering as laqueysj and venal 
as the meaneft Abigails of a play, they might 
truly be called the rabble of the empire. Their 
creatures, their hirelings, their valets, and even 
their relations, did not accumulate wealth by 
the gifts of their bounty, but by the extortions 
committed in their name, and the tra£Sc made 
of their credit; they alfo were robbed them- 
felves, as they robbed the crown. The meaneft 
fervices rendered to thefe men were paid by the 
ftate ; and the wages of their buffoons, fervants, 
muficians, private fecretaries, and even tutors of 



* Re did one ad of generofity In particular, which hat found no imitator. The 
education of the grand-duke Paul, to whom he was firft governor, being finifliedy 
tfaeeroprefs, among other rewards for this fervice, gave him feven thoufand pea- 
fanti, while the aides de campy fecretaries, and others employed by count Panin at 
hit affiftants, were totally unnoticed by her. Panin immediately divided among 
them the feven thoufand peafants ; and I have feen feveral officers who are ftill 
rich with the boon. This generous aAion ihould not, however, lead us to forget 
that the two principal meafurcs of his adminiftration weremarlced with misfor- 
tune: the exchange of Holftein for fix (hips, which Denmark, nevet ^V(^\ w\. 
the firft divlfion of Poland^ which* excited a craving fot the lemain^et. 

H 
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their children, defrayed out of fome public fund, 
of which they had the control. Some few among 
them fought for talents, and appeared to efteem 
merit; but neither talents nor merit acquired a 
fortune under their proteftion, or partook of their 
wealth; partly from the avarice of thofe patrons, 
but ftill more from their total want of decency and 
judgment. The only way of gaining their favour 
was by becoming their buffoon, and the only 
mode of turning it to account was by turning 
knave. 

Thus, during this reign, almoft every man in 
oflSce, or who had credit at court, was the favour- 
ite of fortune, and acquired riches and honours. 
At the galas given by the emprefs, fwarms of new- 
created counts and princes made ther appearance, 
aind that at time when in France all titles were 
about to beebolifhed. If we except theSoltikofs, we 
Ihall find at this period no family of diftinition taken 
into favour. To any other country this would have 
been no evil; but in Ruffia, where the rich nobi- 
lity is the only clafs that has any education, and 
often any principles of honour, it was a ferious 
calamity to the empire. Befides, all thefe upftarts 
were fo many hungry leeches, who muft be fed 
with the beft blood of the ftate, and fattened with 
the heard earnings of the people. A frequent 
change of kings is often not burthenfome to a 
ftate, to whom it ftill remains an inheritance; but 
a continual change of favourites and minifters, who 
mud all lo»d their hives before they depart, is 
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enough to* ruin any country but Ruffia. How nftny 
millions muft it have coft to fill fucceffively the 
rapacious maws of about a dozen peculiar fa* 
vourites? How many^ to render rich and noble 
the Befborodkosj the 2^vadof3kys^ the Markofis^ 
and a too numerous lift of others who might be 
named ? Have not the Orlofs> the Potemkins, the 
Zubofs^ acquired revenues greater than thofe of 
lungs; and. their underlings^ agents in the iaie of 
their lignatures/and managers of their petty traf- 
fic, become more wealthy than the moft fuccefsful 
merchants*? , 

With refpeft to the government of Catharine^ 
it was as mild and moderate, within the immediate 
circle of her influence, as it was arbitrary and ter- 
rible at a diftance. Whoever, diredlly or indireft- 
ly, enjoyed the protection of the favourite^ exer- 
cifed, wherever he was fituated, the, moft undif* 
gulfed tyranny. He infulted his fuperiorSj trampled 
on his inferiors^ and violated juftice^ order, and 
the ukases-f, with impunity. 

It is to the policy firft^ and next to the weak- 
nefs of Catharine^ to which in part muft be attri- 
buted the relaxed and diforganized ftate of her in- 

* A work has fallen into my hands> intitled> <' Life of Catharine II." in which 
the author gives a fiatement of the fums obtained by the favourites. But how 
very dcfe^ive is this eftimate, and how much below the truth 1 How is it poifible, 
indeed, to calculate the immenfe fums which have enriched the Orlofs, the Po- 
temkins, and the Zubofs, favourites who had the £uBe accefs to the tieafury of 
the:ftate| as to their own private coffers ? 

f Edi^s of the em^ot« 
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ternal government; though the principal caure 
will be found in the depraved manners and cha- 
ndler of the nation. How was a woman to efieft 
that which the active difcipline of the cane^ and 
the (anguinary axe of Peter I. were inadequate to 
aocompliflu The ufurper of a throne, which (he 
was defirous to retain, (he was under the neceifity 
of treating her accomplices with kindnefs. A ^ 
ftranger in the empire over which (he reigned^ (he 
(ought to remove everything difcordant^ every* 
thing heterogeneous, and to become one with the 
nation, by adopting and even flattering its taftes 
and its prejudices. She often Icnew how to re- 
ward, but never how to puniih; and it was folely 
by fufiering her power to be abufed^ that (he fuc* 
ceeded in preferving it. 

She had two pa(Son$, which never left her but 
with her laft breath ; the love of man, which de- 
generated into licentioufnefs ; and the love of glory, 
which funk into vanity* By the firft of thefe paf- 
iions, (he was never fa far governed as to become 
a Me(ralina, but (he often difgraced both her rank 
and her fex ; by the fecond, (he was led to under- 
take many laudable projects, which were feldom 
completed, and to engage in unjufl: wars, from 
which (he derived at leaft that kind of fame which 
liever fails to accompany fuccefs. 

The genero(ity of Catharine, the fplendor of 
her reign, the magnificence of her court, her 
inRitutioM, her monuments, her wars, were pre- 
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cifely to Rulfia what the age of Louis XIV. was 
to Europe; but^ confidered individually^ Ca« 
thsrine was greater than this prince. The French 
fbrmed the glory of Louis, Catharine formed that 
of the Ruffians. She had not like him the advan« 
tage of reigning over a poliflied people ; nor wte 
flie furrounded from infancy by great and accom- 
pliihed charaAers. She had fubtle ambafladors, 
not unikilled in the diplomatic art^ and fome for* 
tunate generals; but Romanzof, Panin^ and Po* 
temkin excepted, flie could not boaft a fingle man 
of genius: for the wit, cunning, and dexterity 
of certain of her miniiiers, the ferocious valour of 
a Suvarof, the ductile capacity of a Repnin, the 
favour of a Ziibof, the readinefs of a Belborodko, 
and the affiduity of a Nicholas Soltikof, are not 
worthy of being mentioned as exceptions. It was 
not that Ruffia did not produce men of merit ; but 
Catharine feared fuch men, and they kept at a 
diftance from her. We may conclude, therefore^ 
that all her meafures were her own, and particu* 
larly all the good (he did. 

Let not the misfortunes and abufes of her reign 
give to the private charadter of this princels too 
dark and repulfive a Ihade! She appeared to be 
thoroughly humane and generous, as all who ap- 
proached her experienced ; all who were admitted 
to her intimacy were delighted with the good-na- 
tured (allies of her wit: all who lived with her 
were happy. Her manners were gay and licenti-> 
ous, but (he fiiil preferved an exlencft d^cmweci^ 
and even her Avourites always treated \i« ^^Scv 
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refpeft. Her love never excited difguft, nor her 
familiarity contempt. She might be deceived, 
Vfon, feducedj but (he would never fuffer herfelf 
to be governed. Her aflive and regular life^ her 
moderationj iirmnefs^ fortitude^ and ev6n fobriety, 
are moral qualities which it would be highly unjuft 
to afcribe to hypocrify. How great might Ihe not 
have beenj had her heart been as well governed as 
her mind ! She reigned over the Ruffians lefs def- 
potic than over herfelf; (he was never hurried away 
by anger, never a prey to deje6lion> and never in* 
dulged in tranfports of immoderate joy. Caprice, 
ill-humour^ and peevifhnefs, formed no part of her 
charadier, and were never perceived in her con- 
duit. I will not decide, whether Ihe were truly 
great, but (he was certainly beloved*. 

* Many quatrians have l>ccn compofed^ cither to fcrvc as an epitaph, or be 
placed under the portrait of Catharine, but none have been ftruck off fohappily, 
©r defcrib^ her fo truly, as the following. They are from the pens of two young 
Ruffians, the pleafant qualities of whofe mind are enhanced by thofe of an ad- 
mirable chaia^, and a generous heart. 

EUe fit oublieri par un cfprit fublime, 

D'on pouvoir odieux, les €normes abus, 

]£Ue fe maiiitint par Us vertus 

Sur un trdne acquit, par Ic crime. 

" Blefs'd in her fway, her fubjcAs might difown 

" Th' unnumbered evils of defpotic rule ; 
** And thp'a crime had fixed her on the throne,. 

« She rcign'd by precepts drawn from Virtue's fchool." 

The nextismoreflattering, butnot inferior in merit : 

Oans le fein dela paix, au milieu de la guerre, 
A tous fes ennemis elle dida la loi: 
Par fes taletts divers elle ^tonna la tcrre, 

Ecrivitcommeunfagc, &regnacomme un roi. ^ 

'« Amid the train of Peace, or din of War, 

" Each foe appall'dher fov'reign will obey'd ; 
'' Her mighty genius held the world in awe ; 
^f Like fAges wrote, like Jove the fce^w l^a^j'dJ* 
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Imbued, from her youth, with the corrupt 
maxims by which courts are infected; enveloped^ 
on her thfone, in a cloud of incenfe, through 
which It was hardly poffible for her to fee dearly^ 
it would be too fevere to apply at once the fearch«» 
ing light of reafon to her charafter, and try it3 
defe6ts by fo drift an inqueft. Let us judge her 
now as we would fome twenty years ago, and con« 
fider Ruifia (till, as to the people, as in the age of 
Charlemagne. The friends of liberty ought to 
render to Catharine the fame juftice as is rendered 
by all rational theologians to thofe great and wife 
men who did not enjoy the light of revelation. 
Her crimes were the crimes of ftation, not of her 
heart : the terrible fcenes of Ifmail and of Prague 
appeared to her court to be humanity itfelf. She 
needed perhaps only to be unfortunate^ to have 
poflefled the pureft virtues; but the unvaried prot 
perity of her arms dazzled and corrupted her. Va- 
nity, that unfortunate rock fo fatal to every Jfemale^ 
was her ^reat failing ; and her reign will ever 
bear the diAinguifhing chara6leriflic of her fex. 

Meanwhile, in whatever light Ihe is confidered, 
Ihe will ever be placed in. the firft rank among 
thofe who^ by their genius, their talents, and 
efpecially their fuccefs, have attracted the admira* 
tion of mankind. Her fex, giving a bolder relief 
to the great qualities (he djfplayed on the throne^ 
will place her above all the examples of real 
hiftoiy; and the fabulous ages of an Ilis and a 
Semiramis muft be reforted to, to ?vxvdi -^ h^v^ 
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n^an who has executed, or rather undertaken^ 
fuch daring projects. 

The ten laft years of her reign carried her pow- 
er, her glory^ and perhaps her political crimes^ to 
their height. When the great Frederic, diftator 
of the kings of Europe, died, fhe was left the 
ienior fovereign, the eldeft of the crowned head^ 
of the continent of Europe ; and if we except Jo- 
ieph and Guftavus, all thofe heads t^ken together 
were unequal to her own : for (he furpafled them 
as much in underftanding, as fhe exceeded them in 
the extent of her territories. If Frederick was the 
did^ator of thefe kings, Catharine became their 
tyrant It was then that the end of that political 
thread, by which poor Europe had been moved 
like a puppet, and which had efcaped from France 
to Berlin, and from Berlin to Vienna, became 
fixed in the hands of a woman who drew it as fhe 
pleafed. The immenfe empire, an empire almoft 
of romance, which (he had fubjefted to her fway ; 
the inexhauftible refources (he derived from a coun- 
try and a people as yet in a ftate of infancy ; the 
extreme luxury of her court, the barbarous pomp 
of her nobility, the wealth and princely grandeur 
of her favourites, the glorious exploits of her ar* 
mies, and the gigantic views of her ambition, 
threw Europe into a fort of fafcinating admiration ; 
and thofe monarchs, who had been too proud to pay 
each other even the flighteft deference, found no 
humiliation in making a lady the arbiter of their 
wtereli$j the ruling power of all their mcafures. 
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But the French revolution^, fo unfriendly to 
fovereigns in general^ was particularly fo to Catha- 
rine. The blaze, which fuddenly emerged from 
the bofom of France as from the crater of a burn- 
ing volcano, poured a ftream of light upon Ruffia 
vivid as that of lightning; and injufticej crimes, 
and blood were feen^ where before all was gran- 
deur, glory, and virtue. Catharine trembled with 
lear and indignation. The French, thofe fweet 
heralds of her fame, thole flattering and brilliant 
faiftorians, who were one day to tranfmit to pofte* 
rity the wonders of her reign, were fuddenly tranf* 
formed into fo many inexorable judges, at whofe 
afpeA flie fhuddered. The phantoms of her ima- 
gination were difpelled. That empire of Greece 
fcc was fo deiirous of reviving, thofe laws Ihe 
intended to inculcate, and thofe arts which (he had 
patronifed, became odious in her fight. As a 
crowned philofopher, (he valued the fciences fo 
far only as they appeared the inftruments for dif- 
feminating her glory. She wifhed to hold them as 
a dark lantern in her hand ; to make ufe of their 
light as ftiould fuit her convenience ; to fee without 
being feen : but when they dazzled her all at once 
with their bright emanations, Ihe wifhed to extin. 
guifli them. She who had been the friend and dif- 
ciple of the French fpeculative writers*, now wilh- 

* Upon the breaking out of the revolutlofi, Catharine ordered the buft of 
Voltaire to be taken from the gallery, and thrown among the lumber. She had 
requefted a buft of Fox at the period when, at the head of the Britiih oppolition, 
he prevented by his exertions the government of his country from declaring war 
againft. Ruffia. When this fame Fox however, oppofed with equal ftrcnuoufiicft 
■ war with F[rance, this buftalfo, which a year hefou lhe\v?i^ W\i\^^ "WtfS^»^t 
wa$ fervedin the fiane mao/ier as Voltaire's. 
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cd to be re-enveloped in the ages of barbarifm ; but 
her wiflies were vain ; the hght was not to be refift. 
ed ; if Ihe compofed herfelf to flecp on laurels, Ihe 
awoke, on the carcafes of the dead ; glory which in 
illuiion fhe embraced^ was changed in her arn» 
into one of the furies; and the legiflatrix of the 
north, forgetting her own maxims and philo^' 
fophy, was no longer any thing more than an old 
fybil. Her daftardly favourites, everywhere point*, 
ing out to her in this event, Brutufes, jacobins, 
and incendiaries, fucceeded in filling up the meat* 
fure of her fufpicions and terrors. Her delirium 
was even carried fo far, that on a king, who ex^ 
tended his prerogatives, and a nobility that meli- 
orated its government, (he beftowed the appellat]<> 
ons of rebels and traitors : the Poles were treated 
as jacobins, becaufe they had not the misfortune 
to be Ruffians*. 

Had Catharine been afked, when her mind was 
calm, if fhe had not herfelf confiderably advanced 
and helped to ftrengthed this revolution, what 
would (he have anfwered? Yet fuch is the fa6l; 
fince, if (he had not been fo eager to feize upon 
the unfortunate country of the Poles, and after- 
wards to raife diflTentions in Pruffia and Sweden, 
ftie would not have difgufted, as (he did, all Eu- 



* The Americans, even at this epoch, became hateful to Catharine. She 
condemned a revolution which fhe had formerly pretended to admire, called 
Walhington a rebel, and faid publicly, that a man of honour could not wear the 
order of Cincinnatus. Accordingly Langeron, and fome other emigrants, who 
had beenr invefted with this order, immediately renounced it, and were feen in it 
Sio )ongcr» 
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rope arid the combination of princes; Pruffia would 
not have been induced fo fpeedily to make peace, 
that he might be at leifure to watch her proceed- 
ings; nor would (he have excited the indignation 
of Spain, by employing againft a catholic king 
and a catholic nobility the fame arms and the (ame 
infults as were employed againft the French. In 
this view, France may ereft a ftatuf to her memo- 
ry ; for (he has rendered the fyftem of the enemies 
of that country odious and abfurd to all monarchs; 
and has done the republic the fame fervice asdema* 
gogues have by their enormities> and minifters by 
their intrigues. 

Catharine never efFe(5lually patronifed letters in 
the ftates of her empire. It was the reign of Eli- 
zabeth that had encouraged them; and it was dif- 
tinguifhed by many produdions worthy of proving 
to Europe that the Ruffians may lay fair claim to 
every fpecies of excellence*. Catharine, indeed, 
purchafed a few libraries and colleftionsof piftures, 
penfioned a few flatterers, flattered a few celebrat- 
ed men', uho might be inft rumen tal in fpreading 
her fame, and readily lent a medal or a fnuff-box 
to a German writer who dedicated feme hyperobo* 
Ileal work to her ; but it was necefTary to have 
come from fome diftance to pleafe her, and to have 

* The author of thefe Memoirs may perhaps one day poflTcfs the requifite ma- 
terials, and the Icifurc and tranquility for exhibiting to his countrymen a view of 
Ruffian literature. They will be aftoni(hcd to find how nearly, in delicacy of wit,' 
IS well as in fentiment, fprightlincfs and tafte» it rcfembles their own. The 
Ruffian theatre is particularly formed upon that of the French, Govctciro&^\^ 
manners, and language, are the only things in wVucVi X.\vt X.^^ iv^XA^i^^ ^u!Kv?| 
differ fro'-n each other. 
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acquired a great name to be entitled to her fuffrage, 
and particularly to obtain any recompenfe. Ge- 
nius might be born at her feet without being no- 
ticed*, and ftill more without being encouraged ; 
yet jealous of every kind of fame, and efpecially 
of that which Frederic the unique had obtained by 
his writings^ fhe was defirous of becoming an au- 
thor, that (he might (hare in it. She accordingly 
wrote her celebrated Instructions/or a Code of Laws; 
(everal moral tales and allegories for the education 
of her grand children ; and a number of dramatic 
pieces and proverbs, which were a£led and admi- 
red at the Hermitage. Her great undertaking, of 
which (he was fo vain, of colIe6ling a number of 
words from three hundred different languages, 
and forming them into a didtionary, was never 
executed. 

Of all her writings, her letters to Voltaire are 
certainly the beft. They are even more interefting 
than thofe of the old philofophical courtier himfelf, 
who fold her watches and knitted (lockings for 
her* ; and who repeats in his letters the fame ideas 
and compliments in a hundred different forms, and 
excites her continually to drive the Turks out of 
Europe, inftead of adviling her to render her own 

* Many architects, painters, fculptors mechanics^ and others aitifts of 
great talents^ lived and died in obfcurity and wretchcdnefs, merely bccaule they 
were Ruffians. Their names can only be found in certain topographical defcrip- 
tions, or the accounts of foreign travellers, by whom more juilice has been done 
them than by their own country. 

f This he lays himfelf in one of his letters to her. 
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fubjedls free and happy. If the code of laws drawn 
up by Catharine befpeak a mind capable of enlar-* 
ged views and a found policy, her letters announce 
the wit, graces, and talents of a woman of ftill 
greater merit, and lead us to regret the means by 
which flie obtained the acquifition of her power. 

When (he publifhed her inftruftions*, all Eu- 
rope refounded with her applaufe, and beftowed 
upon her already the title of legiflatrix of the north. 
Gsitharine orderered deputies to be aflembled from 
the different nations of her vaft empire ; but it was 
only that they might hear this celebrated perfor- 
mance read, and that (he might receive their com- 
pliments ; for as foon as this was done, they were 
all fent back to their diftant homes, fome in dif* 
grace for their firmnefs, others decorated with 
medals for their fervility. The manufcript was 
depofited in a magnificent cafe, to be exhibited to 
the curiofity of flirangers. A fort of committee 
was nominated to reduce thefe laws into form; and 
if a favourite or minifter had any dependent fot 
for whom he wifhed to provide, or any bufibon 
whom he wanted to maintain free of expenfe, he 
was appointed a member of this committee, whence 



* It is knowiiy that her inftrudions for a Code came under the index ex* 
^UROATOKius; and was prohibited in France. Catharine and Voltaire joined 
in railing at this proceeding. Who would have thought that, twenty years aftery 
all French publications whatever would be profcribed in Ruflia, and that lieute- 
nant of police of the very fame Catharine would confifcate at Peterfburg, in the 
fliopof Gay, the bookfelier, l'avis av peuple pak. tissot, << TifTot's Ad- 
'( vice to the People ;" alleging that the people wantsd no advice, and that it wat a. 
dangerous book. 
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he derived a falary*. Yet all Europe vociferated 
that Ruffia had laws, becaiife. Catharine had writ* 
ten a preface to a code, and had fubje6led a hun- 
dred different people to the fame fyftem of fla- 
veryf. 

Among the dramatical pieces that were compof- 
ed by her J, and wich Ihe caufed to be a6ted in the 
theatres of Peterlburg, one was of a new kind ; it 
was neither tragedy nor comedy, nor opera, nor 
play, but an affemblage of all forts of fcenes, and 
intitled Oi^g, an historical representation. Upon 
the <:elebration of the laft peace with the Turks, 
it was got up by her direfteion with extraordinary 
pomp and the moft magnificent decorations, and 
upwards of feven hundred performers appeared 
upon the ftage. The fubje6l is wholly taken from 
Ruffian hiftory, and comprifes an entire epoch. 
In the firft a6l, Oleg lays the foundation of Mofco. 
In the fecond, he is at Kief, where he marries his 



* The author of thefc Memoirs knew, among other perfonagcs, one Mitro- 
phanus Popor, a buffoon, bigot, and interpreter of dreams to a lady of the court, 
who was a member of this committee: he had never heaid of the IndruAion for 
a Code, and was unable to read it. 

f The Inftrudi^n for a Code is to literally taken from Montofquieu and Bcc- 
caria, that Mr. F*** deB***, who undertook to tranflate it, thought he could 
not do better than copy the text of thofe celebrated writers. The curions may be 
fatisfied of this fa<£t by examining tljc tranflation, which was printed fo;- Graflct, 
at Laufaime. I had my information from this refpeftable man himfelf. 

J They are written in Rufs M. Dcrjavin, (ecretary to the cmprcfs, and' 
known by fome other works, was confidered as the maker, or at leaft the mender 
of them. It is certain, however, that (he never had about her a roan cnpable of 
Writing her letters to Voltaire in French. Odart and Aubri, her fccrctarics at the 
time, did not write Co well as hcrfclf. She was unqueflionably the author. 
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pupil Igory and fettles him on the throne. The 
ancient ceremonies obferved upon the marriage of 
the tzars gave an apportunity of introducing tome 
amufing fcenes, and the national dances and fports, 
which are exhibited, furnifh many charming pic- 
tures. Oleg then fets out upon an expedition 
againft the Turks ; we fee him file off with his ar- 
my, and embark. In the third aft, he is at Con- 
ftantinople. The emperor Leof, obliged to fign 
a truce, receives this barbarian hero with the great- 
eft magnificence. He is feen feafting at his table, 
while fome troops of young Greeks, boys and girls, 
ling a chorus to his praife, and exhibit before him 
the ancient dances of Greece. The next fcenic de- 
coration reprefents the hippodrom, where Oleg 
is entertained with the fpeftacle of the Olympic 
Games. Another theatre is then ere6ted at the^ 
bottom of the ftage, and fome fcenes from Eu* 
ripides are played before the court. At length 
Oleg takes leave of the emperor, faftening his 
(hield to a pillar in teftimony of his vifit, and to 
invite his fucceffors to return one day to Cpnftan- 
tinople, in imitation of his example. 

The piece is truly Ruffian, and particularly 
emblematical of the character of Catharine : her 
favourite projects are reprefented in it, and thede- 
fign of fubjugating Turkey is alluded to, even 
when celebrating a peace with that country. Pro- 
perly fpeaking, the performance is nothing more 
than a magic lantern, exhibiting difterent objciU 
in fucceffion to the eyes of the beV\o\dcT\ V^wX. \o 
we fucb exhibitions; in which Xhti gt^^X tN«v\%o^ 
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hiftory are introduced as in a picture on the fiage, 
are more interefting than the ftrainings of the 
throat of our opera lingers, and the amorous in- 
trigues of fome of our tragedies. 

Catharine was neither fond of poetry nor of 
" mulic, and (he often confeffed it. * She could not 
ejidure the noife of the orcheftra between the a6ls 
of a playj and Ihe commonly filenced it. This de- 
feat of tafte and feeling in a woman^ who appeared 
in other refpefts fo happily conftituted^ is aftonilh*^ 
ing, yet may ferve to explain how, with fo extraor- 
dinary a capacity and genius, (he could become (b 
obdurate and fanguinary. At her palace of Tauris, 
ihe conftantly dined with the two piftures of the 
facking of Otchakof and Ifma'il before her eyes, in 
which Cazanpva has reprefented, with a moft hide- 
ous accuracy, the blood flowing in ftreams, the 
limbs torn from the bodies and (till palpitating, 
the demoniac fury of the murderers, and the con- 
vuKive agonies of the murdered. It was upon thele 
fcenes of horror that her attention and imagination 
were fixed, while Gafparini and Mandini difplayed 
their vocal powers, or Sarti conduced a concert in 
her prefence. 

This fame emprefs, who wrote plays herfelf ; 
who admired Segur for his wit, and heard himfome- 
times repeat his verfes ; who had the moft ridicu- 
lous farces played before her by her old courtiers, 
and particularly by count Stackelberg*, and the 

* In the little focicties of Cathannc, all forts of frolics and gambols were 
pjjtjrcd. The old gouty courtiers were fccn ma)tit\£ tVkt\i YrV\m^\w\ «S»iv&x.oi»SL 
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Auftrian minifter*, recalled and difgraced one of 
her own miniflers^ becaufe he wrote his difpatches 
facetioufly, made pleafant French verfes, had com- 
pofed a tragedy^ and was defirous of illudrating the 
genius of his country by publi(hing hiftorical eulo- 
gies of the great men of Ruflia. This was prince 
Belofelfky, envoy at the court of Turin, a man of 
tafte and merit, who had expended a fortune in pa- 

and caper ; and the grand-duke Conftantine one day aAually broke the arm of the 
i^eble count Stackelbergy hy rudely joftiing againft him, and throwing him 
down. Heretofore S6gur had a&ed a part in thofe focieties unworthy* of his 
rank and underftanding. Among the verfes he wrote in compliment to the em« 
prefs, the following, which are the epitaph of a dog, have often been cited, and 
nerit to be preferved. They are in the true fplrit of French gallantry ; 

r 

Pour prix de fa fid^lit6, 

Le ciel| t6moin de fa tendrefle, 

Lui devoitrimmortalit^y 

Pour qu'elle ffit toujours aupr^s de fa maltrefle. 

*< Her fond fidelity Heav'n {aw> and pri^'d, 

** And to reward her tendernefs beftow'd 
*< The precious gift to live immortaliz'd, 

** Enjoying ftill hermiftrefs's abode." 

* No ambaflador) perhaps, was ever fe long at a court, and upon fuch good 
terms, as Cobenzel at the court of Ruffia. He had been fent originally by Maria 
Therefa, and was afterwards confirmed in his office by all her fucceflbrs. He was 
of a mean and unwieldy figure, but had a confiderable (hare of wit, and of that pe* 
culiar fort in particular that is pleafing to women. He was for ten years the affi- 
duouf admirer of the charming princefs Dolgoruka, and Catharine delighted in hit 
Society. He had a rag« for theatricals, and accordingly plays were often got up 
at his houfe, in which he adled a part, and acquitted himfeif well. At the age 
nearly of fixty, he was abfurd enough to take regular leflons in finging ; and often^ 
when a courier arrived with fome important intelligence from Vienna, fome de* 
feat perhaps, he was found before his minor, praAifing his part, difguifed as the 
countefs of Efcarbagnas, of Croupillac, &c. The unfiivourable difpatches which 
he was continually receiving during the war, did not interrupt the entertainmentSi 
balls, and plays that were regularly given at his houfe. When news arrived of a 
French vidkory, it was jcftingly faid, " Well, well, we (hall have a ball on Satur* 
^* day at the ambalfador's." Catharine, enraged at this dramatic mania, one day 
£ild, « You will find that he rcferves his beft piece for the newt of the entrance if 
*• the French into Vienna," 

K 
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troni^ng the arts, and much of his time in cultiva- 
ting them himfelf*. 

If we except the travels of the celebrated Pallas> 
the hiftorical refearches of the induftrious Miiller, 
and fome other works upon natural hiftory, no li- 
terary produ6iion worthy of being noticed has dif- 
tinguifhed Ruffia during the reign of Catharinef. 
Natural hiftory and mathematics are the only 
fciences which the Ruffians have contributed in 
fome meafure to advance ; and even thofe, however 
trifling, have been by the help of Germans if; yet 
no country is lo fortunately fituated for rendering 
the fciences the moft elTential fervices. Natural 
and ancient hiftory might expeft from her the moft 
aftonilhing difcoverics. The ruins of twenty cities 

* He is known by fcvcral poetical produilions, and particularly by an Epiftle 
to the French, in which he appears to be a Frenchman himfelf ; and Voltaire wrote 
him a very flattering leller, and paid him the fame compliment which he had paid 
before to the celebrated author of the Epifile to Ninon. 

f It is the fame Miiller who wrote fo judicious a critique of the pretended hif- 
tory of Peter I. and of whom Voltaire faid, << He is a German : I wifli him more 
*' wit, and fewer confonants." Voltaire was aftonifiied that the RuHians ihould 
pretend to know their own names, and the names of their towns, better than the 
dictionary of Martiniene, and fliould complain at feeing them crippled. He per* 
fifted in writing Roumanou, Schouvalou. &c. inftead of Romanof and SchuvaloF. 
He would never write the Ruffian names as. they were pronounced ; yet, to (hew 
us that he was acquainted with a Angle Chinefe one, he had often the affe^ation 
to write Confutz^e, where we ihould fay Confucius. 

J Many celebrated men of letters in Germany, as Klinger for inftance, who 
has a bold and caufiic mind, and Kotzebue, a dramatic author, whofe plagiarifms 
often difgrace his talents, wrote in Ruflia ; but they took care, particularly the 
former, how they publifhed their works in that country. Kotzebue, however, 
deferved to be pardoned for his good performances, for the fake of his Langbans, 
a bad imitation of Candide, and hi^tranflation of the works of Derjawin, and his 
Flight to Paris. The topographical and ftatiftical works of the elegant Storch 
would alfo have merited an exception, had he dared to publi(h them as they were 
written. 
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atteft that Tartary and Mongolia were once inha* 
bited by poliihed nations^ and the monuments 
which are ftill difcovering would have realized the 
fublime conceptions of Buffon and Bailli. Whole 
libraries have been difcovered under the ruins of 
Ablai-Kitt^ and amid the ruinous heaps that fkirt 
the IrtiOi. Thouiandsof manufcripts in unknown 
languages, and many others in the language of the 
Chinefe, the Kalmucs, and the Mantfchoux, are pe- 
riihing in the mouldy deferted cabinets of the 
academy : had they remained under the ruins till 
a government or people le(s barbarous had brought 
them to light, they would have been better pre* 
ferved. 

The beft hiftory of Ruflia is certainly that of 
Leveque, Catharine detefted this work as much as 
Ihe did that of the abbe Chappe ; and Ihe bcftowed 
the moft extraordinary pains, fcrutiniling the an- 
cient chronicles, that flie might difcover in this 
eftimable hiftorian fome blunders and miftakes; 
becaufe he had the courage (it is now twenty years 
ago) to point out the murderer of Peter III. and 
of Ivan. In other refpe<Ss, Leveque has merited 
the thanks of the Ruffian nation ; for he is the only 
writer who, by his talents, labour, and perfever- 
ance, has fucceeded in rendering a hiftory, fo dif- 
gufting and detached as is that of Ruflia till the 
reign of Peter I. in fome degree interefting to fo- 
reigners*. But who will one day worthily write 

* Thofc who would attempt to furpafs him, iaftcad of badly cutwA^vcv^ VCvi 
work, as Le CLEB.C has done, Ihould rcfide ten years Vii "R.vrfS^^,\t^\Tivci^^t.^asl.- 
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the hiftory of Catharine* ? In our days, hiftory ban 
hitherto been a colledtion only of chofen eventa^ 
artfully wrought up fo as to give relief to a few 
individuals, and form a pi£lure that (hall be ftriking 
to the eye. Fafls that admit of no difpute are 
pearls and garnets, which the hifiorian fele£ls at 
his pleafure, and threads on a black firing or a 
white, as fhall beft fuit the complexion of his work : 
truth never appears but when it is convenient. 
Even the author of the Hiftory of Charles XII. of 
Peter I. and of the Age of Louis XIV. was of 
opinion, that it was of greater importance to fay 
things ufeful than things that are true, as if what 
was falfe could ever be ufeful ! And in a letter to 
count Schuvalof, he fays, '' Waiting till I have 
^* leisure t9 methodise the terrible event of the death of 
^' the tzarevitch, I have began another work." Is 
this the language of an hiftorian and philofopher ? 
Alas J if you have not the courage to affert the 
truth, why do you not abandon the pen of hiftory^? 
It is in a tragedy only, or an epic poem, that the 
licence can be pardoned, of arranging a terrible 

guage> ftudying the manners^ confultlng the ancient annals of the country, the 
.>iftories of Talifchef, of prince Sqherbatof, and efpecially the immenfe materialt 
left by Muller, Bachmeifter, &:C« 

* This will be feme Ruflian, and I know one or two competent to the talk : 
but he muft quit his country to write it. Meanwhile a foreigner, ignorant of pcr- 
fons, manners, and places, may coUeA together forae hiilorical traits, give them a 
form half real, half fabulous, and caU his work a Hiftory of Catharine II. But 
this will be no hiftory. Were the emperor of China the fubjcft, fuch accounts 
might iatisfy me. However, the anonymous author to whom I allude, has ob- 
tained, refpe^ng certain epochs, fome good mataials ; but if thofe from whom 
he received them had read the work before it was printed, fewer cnrors, as to per^ 
i2»ur,/]Jaceft, and datcsi would be fiMind in it. ' 
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e^ent. The end of hiftory is not to celebrate aii 
individual^ but to inftruft the people, and give a 
lelTon to governments. 

Previous to the death of Catharine, the monu- 
ments of her reign refembled already fo manjr 
wrecks and dilapidations : codes, colonies, educa* 
tion, eftablilhments^ manufaftories, edifices, hofpi- 
tals*, cafnals, towns^ fortrefles, everything had been 
begun, and everything given up before it was 
finifhed. As foon as a proje£l entered her head, all 
preceding ones gave place^ and her thoughts were 
fixed on that alone^ till a new idea arofe to draw 
off her attention. She abandoned her codey to 
drive the Turks out of Europe. After the glorious 
peace of Kainardgi, (he appeared for awhile to at* 
tend to the interior adminifttation of her aflfairSj 
but all was prefently forgotton^ that ihe might be 
queen of Tauris* Her next projedl was the re-eftab« 
lifliment of the throne of Conftantine : to which 
fucceeded that of humbling and punifhing the king 
of Sweden. Afterwards the invafion of Poland be- 
came her ruling paifion ; and fo imperioufly did it 
fafcinate her, that a fecond Pugatfhef might have 
arrived at the gates of Peterfturg without inducing 
her to relinquilh her hold. She died, again medi* 
tating the deftruftion of Sweden, the ruin of Pruf- 
fia, and mortified at the fuccefs of French republi- 
canifm. Thus was (he ince(rantly led away by 

* One hofpital, however^ founded by Cathariney deferves to be mentioned as a 

charaderiftic eftablifhment. It is deftined for the reception of fifty ladies infeded 

with a certain difeafe. No queftion is aiked, elthci ais to V.Vi!& ivuxcA q\ ^xai^vX.^ ^^ 

thofewho/me/ejirr/iejiifeives^ and they are treated 'WvlVi «\im\ wx^, \t.Vgt^> ^^^ 

^Haethn, This M word ii ercn marked on tht Uixtn v^^VckVbi lot ^"^^ ^^ 
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Tome new paifion ftill ftronger In its influence than 
the preceding one^ and thus negle6led her govern- 
ment both in its whole and in its parts. 

Medals have been ftruck in honor of numerous 
buildings which have never yet been conftrufted ; 
and> among others, the. marble church, which, un* 
derUjken fome twenty years ago, is ftill on the 
flocks. The (hells of other edifices, which have 
never been finifhed, appear like fo many ruins ; 
and Feterfburg is encumbered with the rubbifh of a 
variety of large manfions fallen to decay before they 
have been inhabited. The projectors and archi- 
tefts have pocketed the money ; and Catharine^ 
having the plan or n\edal in her cabinet, concluded 
the undertaking to be tiniflied, and thought of it 
no more. 

The Peterfl3urg almanac gives a lift of upwards 
of two hundred and forty towns founded by Ca- 
tharine,~-a number inferior, perhaps, to what 
have been deftroyed by her armies ; but thefe towns 
are merely fomany paltry hamlets, that have chang- 
ed their name and quality by an immennoi ukase, 
or fupreme order of her imperial majefty ; fome of 
them even are nothing more than poll driven into 
the ground, containing their name, and delinea- 
ting their fcite ; yet, without waiting till they Ihall 
be finiflied, and particularly till they (hall be 
peopled, they figure in the map as if they were 
the capitals of fo many provinces.*. 

* Catharine built, at an enormous cxpcT\ct ntat Tiarflto-fclo, the town ot 
SopJuua, the bouDdarict of which arc immcntc •, Wi l\\tVvo>i^« wt j\xt^d^ x\xmV 
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Pnnce Potcmkin has a6luaUy built fome towns, 
and conftru6ted fome ports in the Crimea. They 
are fine cages^ but they have no birds ; and fuch as 
might be allured thither would fhortly die of cha- 
grin, if they had not the power of flying away. 
The Ruflian government is fubjugating and op- 
preffive; the Ruflian chara6ter warlike and d^fo- 
lating, Tauris, fince it was conqured, has be- 
come a defert*. 

This mania of Catharine, to flcetch everything 
and complete nothing, drew from Jofeph II. a 
very flirewd and fatirical remark. During his 
travels in Tauris, he was invited by her to place 
the fecond ftone of a town, of which flie had her- 

ling down, and have never been inhabited. If fuch be the lot of a town placed 
immediately before her eyes, what muft be the fate of thofe cities founded by her 
in the remote deferts ? But the moft abfurd town that cxifts is unqueftionably 
that of Gatlhina, of which Paul has the honor to be founder. Thcfe pcrfonages 
look upon men as florks, who are caught by placing a wheel on the top of a houfc 
or on a belftey. But all thefc forced erections, from the fuperb Potfdam to the 
contemptible Gatfhina, tend to prove that the real founders of cities are cultiva- 
tion, commerce and freedom. 

* A friend of mine, a man of leirning, was travelling in Tauris under the 
proteAion of government, for the purpofe of invcftigating the country. One day 
he arrived at the habitation of a Tartar, who led a patriarchal life, and treated him 
with becoming hofpitality. My friend, perceiving that his hoft was dejedled, 
afltcdhim the caufe ot his fadncfj* : " Alas ! I have great reafon," faid he. " May 

" I not be permitted to know it?" " The Ruffian foldiers, who are in the 

** neighbourhood, come every day and cut down my fruit-trees, that fcrvc me 
^ both for fhadeand nourifhment, to burn them; and fliortly my bald head will 
'* be expofedto the burning heat of the fun.".... ** Why do you not complain of 
" this treatment to iheir chief ?'' I have done fo." " Welll".;...He told mc I Ihould 
** be paid I wo rubles a foot for fuch as they had already cut down, and the fame 
" for as many as they may cut down hereafter. But I do not want their money. 
•* Ah 1 let me at leatt die in peace under thefhadow of the trees which my fathers 
" have planted I or if this will not be, then muft I follow my unha^^^ V>\^- 
" thren and fly my country, as they have been compeWedtodQVfekttcA*?' -a.^^ 
the tcar5 trickled djwn the beard of this vencraVle paUiaicVx. 
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felf> with great parade^ laid the firft. On his re« 
ttirht he faid '< I have finithed in a iingle day a very 
''important buiinefs with the emprefs of Ruffia; 
'' file has laid the firft ft one of a city^ and I have 
" laid the laft." 

Of all themonuments erefled by her at Peterfi^urg 
that will remain as long as they fiiall not be fwal- 
lowed up by the fwamps, are thefuperb quay of the 
Neva, and the equeftrian ftatue of Peter I.* The 
laft, however beautiful, is greatly inferior to the 
accounts which hyperbolical travellers have given 
of it. The following verfes from Delille may be 
applied to it; 

Du haut d'un vrai rochr^ fa demeure fauvage^ 
La nature fe rit de ces rocs contrefaits. 

** Oa a wild rock nature contemptuous firs^ 
« And laughs to fcom thefe idle counterfeits." 

The idea of placing the great tzar lipon a fiu- 
pendous and rugged rock, over which he had 
climed, was certainly new and fublime ; but it has 
been badly executed. The rock was brought from 
Finland to the bank of the Neva with infinite 
labour; was twenty-one feet in height, forty in 

* D'Orbeil addrefled fome verfes to Catharinei in which was the following 
handfomc quatrain : 

C'eft par tes foins que le bronze refpire 

Sur ce recher de Thetis aper^u, 

£t que le tzar d^couvre ion empire 

Plus vaile encore qu'il ne I'avoit con^u. 

« 'Twas thou that bid yon rock-built ftatue's pride 

« In breathing bronze o'erlook the diftant main ; 
<< Surveying hence his realms extended wide^ 

*' The rzar Itill wonders at his vaft domaitu" 
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ngtb^ and covered with mofs feveral inches thicks 
hich muft have been long accumulating. It was 
eprived of its wild and primitive form to give it 
more regular appearance; and what with hewing 
nd polifhing^ was at laft reduced in fize nearly one 
slf ; fo that it is now a little rock under a great 
orb, and the tzar, who ought to be furveyiog 
om it his empire^ niore vaft even than he had 
>nceived^ is hardly able to look into the firft floor 
r the neighbouring houfes. By another abfurdi- 
r, Peter appears in the long Ruffian coat, which 
e particularly dilliked, and obliged his fubje£ls to 
uit and to ihorten. If this ftatue had a pedeftal 
roportioned to its fize, it would be an admirable 
erformance. 

A pi6lure of Peterflburg and its manners under 
tie reign of Catharine, written in the fpirit of the 
Ifture of Paris by the penetrating Tercier would 
e a mod interefting performance. But this, like 
11 works of genius, has produced none but bad 
nitations, from the complete and perfeft defcrip^* 
:on of Berlin by Nicolai, to that which a profeflbr 
reorgi has given of Peterfburg; they are all^ too^ 
s poor in ideas, and as deftitute of utility, as they 
re replete with minutenelTes and detail. Count 
^nhalt has given in the fame way a defcription of 
he imperial houfe of the cadets, of which he was 
lireftor-general ; in which he tells us how many 
tair-cafes, flairs, windows, doors, and chimnies 
here are in this immenfe building* This may do 

L 
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v^ell for a peribn defirous to contract for the cleanp^. 
ing of this edifice; but what inftruAion does it 
convey to the public*? * > 

M. Storch, an induftrious and well-informed 
young man, a Livonian5 has publiflied a work un^^ 
der the title of a Picture of Petersburg, which ought 
not to be confounded with the inQgnificant ones 
of which I have been fpeaking; but it refembles 
Peter Iburg as the portrait of Lam pi refembled Ca- 
tharine ; it is too much in the Chinefe mode, and 
without (hadings, as he himfelf prefented it, Storcbj 
however, only wanted one thing to render it pei^ 
feft, — an opportunity of writing it in any other 
country than Ruffia. He dedicated it to Catha- 
rine, who rewarded the author for his flattering de- 
lineations; but (he afterwards exprefled her difla- 
tisfa^lion at his having adopted the French charac- 
ters, when writing in German his Statistical Pics 
turesj another work which gives fome very accu<» 
rate information as to the political fiate of Ruffia. . 

Peterfburg, fome parts of which are Angularly 
magnificent and beautiful, does not badly refemble 
the (ketch of a grand picture, in which are already 
delineated a face limiJar to that of the Apollo Bel- 
videre,and an eye fuch as would be given to Genius, 



* This dcfcription of Peterfburg is even erroneous in its details. The author 
of thefe memoirs has the honour of being mentioned in it among iVte literary cba- 
rafters then refident in the city ; but, by a ftrange confufion of names, titles, and 
works, general MelifTmo, major M'^*, and his brother^ arc made one and the fame 
perfonage; yet the writer was actually at Peterfburg, and knew rhcfc men. After 
Shis what faith can be placed in dcfcriptions ? 
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while the reft is a chaos of unfinilhed firokes or of 
dotted lines. 

As Peterfburg is inhabited by colonies of differ- 
ent nations, nothing can be more heterogeneous 
than its manners and cuftoms; and, in general, it 
is difficult to afcertain what is the prevailing tafte 
or fafiuon. The French tongue ferves as the con* 
nefling tie between thefe various people, but many 
other languages are equally fpoken* If a company 
be numerous, you will find in turn three languages 
ufed, the Ruffian, the French, and the German ; 
and it is not uncommon, in the fame fociety, to 
bear Greeks, Italians, Englifh, Hollanders, and 
Afiatics, all converfing in their own diale<^. 

In Peterlburg, the Germans are artifts and me- 
chanics, particularly taylors and Ihoemakers ; the 
Edgliih, faddlers and merchants ; the Italians, ar* 
chite6ls, fingers, and venders of images ; but it is 
difficult to fay what the French are. The greater 
part change their occupation every year; one ar- 
rives a lacquey, is made outscbitel (a tutor), and 
becomes a counfellor ; others have been feen ac- 
tors, managers, (hopkeepers, muficians, and officers^ 
in turn. There is no place fo convenient as Pe- 
terlburg for obferving hqw inconftant,enterprifing, 
ingenious, and adapted for everything, is the 
French charafter. 

To afcertain the manners and cuftom of each 
nation diftinftly^ you muft fee themm\\v€\x\vau^^^ 
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—in the fireet they all appear like Ruffians. The 
French play off their witticifms, fup gaily, and fing 
fome old ballads of their country, which they have 
BOt forgotten ; the Englifh dine at five o'clock, 
drink punch, and talk of commerce; the Italians 
pra^tife niufic, dance, make grimaces and gefture^* 
and the fubjeas of their converlation are the thea- 
tres and the arts ; in the houfes of the Germans^ 
you talk of fcience, fmoki, difpute, eat heartily^ and 
more than you like, from the abundance of theif 
compliments; in thofe of the Ruffians you have 
everything indifcriminately, and efpecially gam« 
ing, which is the foul of their parties and plea* 
fures; but it does not exclude any of the other 
- amiifements. A foreigner, and particularly a 
Frenchman^ after winding along the inhofpitable 
ihores of Fruffia, and traverfing the wild and un- 
cultivated plains of Livonia, isftruck with aftonilh* 
ment and rapture at finding again, in the midft of 
a vaft defert, a large and magnificent city^i in which 
thefociality^ amulementSi arts and luxury abound, 
which he had fuppofed nowhere to exift but in 
Farist 

In a climate like that of Feter(burg, where are 
fcarcely a few weeks of fine weather during the 
whole year, and under a government like that of 
Ruffia, where politics, morals, and literature are 
excluded, the pleafures of fociety muft be very con- 
traded, and the enjoyments of domefiic life pro- 
portionably increafed* The luxury, however, and 
jRudifid /cpnveniencesj the fplendor and good tafte 
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of the apartments^ the profiifion and deluiaciea of 
the table, the cheerfulncfs and frivolity of the con^ 
verlation, repay the roan of pleafure for the coa* 
firaint in which nature and the government hold 
both his body and his mind.* Of balls and enter* 
tainments there is an infinite fucceffion ; and every 
day he is probably invited to ibme feaft^ where he 
finds in a fpacious houfe chefe doeuvres of all the 
arts, and the productions of every country, brought 
together; and frequently even, in the midfl: of 
winter, the gardens, the fruits, and flowers of 
Q)ring. 

Tzariko-felo is an immenfe and dreary palace^ 
begun by Anne, finilhed by Elizabeth, inhabited 
by Catharine, and forfaken by Paul. Its fituation 
is a fwamp, the country round it a defert, and the 
gardens are dull and wearifome. The mpniimenta 
with which it has been adorned by Catharine, like 
the builings at Peterlburg, are fo many emblems 
of her charafter. By the fide of obelilks, roftral 
columns and triumphal arches ere6ied to the Or- 
lofs, Romanzofs, and Ruffian warriors, who fub- 
jeiled the Archipelago, and for a moment recon- 
quered Macedon, are feen tombs confbcrated to 
fome of her favourite dogs; and not far from thefe 
is the maufoleum ereAed to the ^amiable Lanflcoi, 
the moft beloved of her favourites, and the only 
one whom death tore from her embraces. Thefe 
are records certainly of very difierent fervices, moft 
familiarly placed together. Are we from thi« t^ 
imagine that a dog, a lover, and a Vvwo, viw^ ^i>X 
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of equaUmportance in th€ eyes of the imperial Ca- 
tharineP Thefe mbnunlents^ however, will fliortly 
di&ppear in the dreary fwamps which ferve for 
their foundation. 

The Egyptians, who obliged the people they 
conquered to labour, and the Romans, who drip- 
ped every nation to embellilh Rome, executed 
fome immenfe works. The free Greeks diftin- 
* guiftied themfelves by the tafte and elegance, rather 
than the magnitude of their buildings; and Ruf- 
iia was lately the only ftate that could undertake 
thofe aftonilhing edifices which wefo much admire 
in antiquity; becaufe in Ruflia the men are Haves, 
and, as in Egypt, coft only a few onions. It is 
for this realbn we fee in Mofco and Peterfburg 
fuch gigantic edifices. Meanwhile there is not fo 
much as a road to unite thefe two capitals, which 
are only diftant about two hundred leagues from 
each other. This alfo was one of the abortive pro- 
jects of Catharine; for the road (he begun is an in- 
cumbrance, and renders travelling Hill more tire- 
fome and imprafticable than before. But Catha- 
rine preferred expending two or three millions of 
rubles in building a gloomy marble palace for her 
favourite, to the forming a road ; this latter was 
too commpn an undertaking for her genius*. 

* Paul, fo far from finifhing the moft ufcful of thofe labours begun by his 
mother, as the quays, canals,- and high roads, has built, in his turn, churches and 
palaces, though there were already more than enough of both in Pcterlburgh. But 
the monuments he has ereded in grcat*ft number, arc houfcs for military cxercife, 
barracks, guard-houfes, and particularly centry boxes. Happily, however, all 
thefe conffru(^ions are ot woodj and will hardly outlaft their founder. 
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O Catharine! dazzled by thy greatnefs^f which 
I have had a near view ; charmed with thy benefi*- 
cence, which rendered fo many individuals happy; 
feduced by the thoufand amiable qualities that have 
been admired in thee, I would fain have erected a 
monument to thy glory ; but torrents of blood 
flow in upon me, and inundate my defign; the 
chains of thirty millions of flaves ring in my clars, 
and deafen me; the crimes which have reigned in 
thy name call forth my indignation. I throw away 
my pen and exclaim, ^' Let there be henceforth 
** no glory without virtue! Let injuftice and de« 
*' pravity be tranfmitted with no other laurels to. 
" pofterity than the fnakes of Nemefis!'' 



CHAP. III. 



OF THE FAVOURITES. 

Their office made a diftinffc place as court The Emprefs's generofity in this 

poinL....Iaftal]ation of Zubof.....Lift of the twelve who enjoyed in fucceflion 
the title of favourite.....Little Uennltage....Xitde Society. 

Elizabeth of England, Mary of Scotland, 
Chriftiana of Sweden, all the emprefles of Ruflia, 
and Rioft women who have been their own mif- 
trefles, have had favourites or lovers. To confider 
this as a crime might be thought too rigid and un- 
gallant. Catharine II. alone, however, availed 
herfelf of her power to exhibit to the world an 
example, of which there is to be found no model, 
by making the office of favourite a place at court, 
with an apartment, falary, honours, preroga- 
tives, and, above all, its peculiar fundtions ; and 
of all places there was not one, the duties of which 
were fo fcrupuloufly fulfilled : a fliort abfence, a 
temporary ficknefs of the perfon by whom it was 
occupied, was fometimes fufficient to occafion his 
removal. Nor perhaps was there any poft, in which 
the emprefs difplayed more choice and difcem- 
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ment ; I believe no inttance occurred of its having 
been filled by a perfon incapable of it ; and except 
the interregnum between Lanikoi' and Yermolof, 
it was never twenty-four hours vacant. 

Twelve favourites fucceeded each other in this 
place, which becamethe firft of the ftate. Several of 
thefe favourites^ confining themfelves to the princi- 
ple duty it prefented, and having little merit, ex- 
cept the performing that duty well, hadfcarcelyany 
influence except within the immediate fphere of 
their peculiar department. Some however dif- 
played ambition, audacity, and above all, (elf-fuiii- 
ciency ; obtained vaft influence, and preferved an 
afcendancy over the mind of Catharine after having 
loft her heart; while others continued to retain 
her friendihip and gratitude, and when difmifled 
from their perfonaU attendance on the emprefs, 
were thought worthy of ferving the empire in pub- 
lie offices. 

It is a very remarkable feature in the charader 
of Catharine, that none of her favourites incur- 
^*red her hatred or her vengeance though feveral of 
them offended her, and their quitting their office 
did not depend on herfelf. No one was ever feen 
to be punilhed, no one to be perfecuted. Thofe 
whom (he difcarded went into foreign countries, to 
difplay her prefents, and diflipate her treafures, 
after which they returned, to enjoy her liberali* 
Mes with tranquility in the bofom of their coun- 

M 
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try, though their terrible midrefs could have crulh* 
ed them in a moment. In this refpedt Catharine \ 
certainly appears fupcrior to all other women. Wa» 
it greatnefs of mind ^ or defe6l of paffion f Perhaps 
ihe never knew love ; perhaps Ihe ftill refpefted in 
her lovers the favours with which Ihe had honour- 
ed them. 

Soltikofj Orlofj and l^anfkoi', where all of whom 
Ihe was deprived by death ; the reft furviving her ."^ 
love, though they might have expofed her weak- 
nefles, ftill poflefled in quiet, places or wealth, ,^ 
which rendered them objefts of envy to the whole j 
empire. She contented herfelf with difmiiling/: 
Korfakof^ whom flie furprifed even in her own 
apartments with one of her maids of honour: and 
flie refigned Momonof to a young rival. AiTuredly 
thefe are very extraordinary, features and very - 
rare, in a woman, a lover, an emprefs. This great 
and generous conduct is far removed from that of an = 
Elizabeth of England, who cut off the heads of 
her favourites and her rivals ; and from that of a 
Chriftina of Sweden, who caufed one of her lovers 
to be aflaffinated in her prefence. 

But Catharine, with all the genius and under- 
ftanding which (he evinced, notwithftanding the 
exterior decency ftie afFc<aed, niuft have tho- 
roughly known and dcfpifed the Ruffians, fince (lie 
ventured fo frequently to place by her fide young 
men taken from the people, and hold them up to 
receive the refpcdl and homage of the whole nation. 
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without any other title to this difiin£lion than one 
for which Ihe ought to have bluihed. 

It will be fufficient to relate how Zubof, her 
laft favourite^ was inftalled, to ihew my indignant 
readers in what manner thefe affairs were ma* 
naged. 

Plato'*' Zubof was a young lieutenant in the 
horfe-guards^ patronifed by Nicholas Soltikof, to 
whom he was a diftant relation, and to whom my 
friend^ who furnifhed me with part of thefe me* 
mpirs^ was at that time aid-de-camp. In this poft 
he frequently found himfelf by the fide of Zubof, 
and even fought this advantage at table. Zubof 
fpoke French fluently ; he had had fome education^ 
was of a polite and pliant difpofition^ could con- 
verfe a little on literary fubjedts, and had learned 
mufic. He was of a middle iize^ but fupple^ muf- 
cular^ and well made. He had a high and in- 
telligent forehead, and fine eyes, and his counte- 
nance had not that air of coldnefs and feverity 
mixed with vanity, which it afterwards afTumed. 
When the emprefs went to Tzarlko-felo, in the 
fpring of 1789, he folicitcd from his patron the 
favour of being appointed to command the de- 
tachment that attended her, and having obfain- 
ed it, dined with Catharine. The court had 
fcarcely arrived, when the rupture with Momonof 
took place. This favourite was married and difniif. 

♦ This name led tbt courtiers to lay that Cathatvnc cudtd YfVCci'?\»X.otCv.Vp4^% 



84 Secret Memoirs of the 

fed. Zubof was the only young officer in fight ;^ 
and it appears, that he was indebted rather to 
this fortunate circumftance, than to the deliberate 
choice of Catharine, for the preterence he obtained* 
Potemkin being abfent, Nicholas Soltikof, at that 
time in high credit^ introduced and ferved the 
young Zubof with fo much the more zeal, hoping 
to find in him a proteftor againft the haughty Po- 
temkin, whom he heartily difliked* After fome 
fecret conferences in prefencc of the Mentor*, Zu« 
bof was approved, and fent for more ample infor- 
mation to Mifs Protafof and the emprefs's phy- 
ficianf • The account they gave muft have been 
favourable, for he was named aid-de-camfi to the 
emprefs, received a prefent of an hundred thoufand 
rubles (2#,ooo/.) to furnilh himfelf with linen, 
and was inftalled in the apartment of the favourites 
with all the cuftomary advantages. The next day, 
this young man was feen familiarly offering his 
arm to his fovereign, equipped in his new uniform, 
with a large hat and feather on his head, attended 
by his patron and the great men of the empire, 
who walked behind him with their hats off, though 
the day before he had danced attendance in their 
antichambers. 

In tive evening, after her card party was over, 
Catharine was feen to difmifs her court, and retire, 
accompanied only by her favourite. 

* He WM governor to the grand-dukes, and miniftcrs at war. 

f Mifs Protiloi was called l'ipjiouvevsi, from her funaions. The phy- 
£cian to rAeemprefs was Mr. RogerCon. 
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Next day the antichambers of the new idol 
were filled with aged generals, and minifters of 
long fervice, all of whom bent the knee before him. 
pt He was a genius difcerned by the piercing eye of 
Catharine; the treafures of the empire were la- 
viflied on him, and the conduft of the emprefs was 
ian(^ioned by the meannefsand fliamefulafliduities 
of her courtiers*. 

Perhaps the reader may have fomc curiofity to 
perufe a lift of thofe who enjoyed the title of fa- 
vourite to Catharine, and who reigned over Ruffia 
inore or lefs in the name of their auguft lover. 

I. SERGIUS SOLTIKOF. 

It is whifpered that he received Catharine's firft 
favours when (he was only grand-duchefs; a hap- 
pinfs faid to have been denied by nature to the un- 
fortunate Peter III. Soltikof, beloved and happy, 
grew indifcreet, and excited jealoufy. Elizabeth 
civilly banifhed him from court, and he died in 
exilef. 

2. STANISLAUS PONIATOFSKY 

fbon occafioned him to be forgotten. He was at 
this time Polifh envoy at Peterfburg. Haudfome, 
gallant, and lively, he engaged the afFeftions of 

• Zubof being one day hunting, flopped with bis fuit in the road from Pe- 
terfburg to Tzarfko-felo. The CQurtiers who were going to court, the couriers, the 
poft; aU carriages, and all the peafants, 'jtrere flopped; no one dated pafs till the 
young man thought proper to quit the road ; and he flaid in it more than an hour, 
waiting for his game. 

t Soliikof had aJJ the wit, agrccablcncfs, and vaiv'vt^ o? 3L'^owv%"^>4R\^TvcJ^\t- 
jjw/7. He was the only one of Catharine's favourites xVav ftve ^^Xcfiut^ Uqvq. ^ 
jcwerfuJ family. Her hem was not at that time g;u'iclcd Vv Vi« ^Ya\c%* 
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the young Catharine. Peter III. fometimes inter- ^ 
rupted them, though he was little addidled to jea-. 
louiy, and preferred his pipe, his bottle^ his foldieni 
and his miftrefs, to his lovely wife. It is welt J 
known that Catharine^ when feated on the imperial 
throne, rewarded her lover with the crown of Po- 
land. His difaftrous reign evinced, that love^ when 
it bellows a crown, is as blind, as favour when it " 
diftributes places and honours. Staniflaus was the ^ 
mod amiable of men, but the weakeft of kings. ^ 
How was it poffible that fo pufillanimous a beingV^ 
fiiould for a moment have gained the efteem of Eu» . 
rope ? Yet by whom was he not admired? How •- 
contradi(5lory was his conduft, compared with his 
fentiments and his language! At the laft diet, the 
generous nuncioKamar laid to him publicly on per- 
ceiving him waver, *' What, fire! are you no longer 
" the fame who faid to us, when figning the con- 
*' ftitution of the 3d of May, * May my hand pe- 
•* rifli rather than it fhould fubfcribe anything con- 
« trary to this?^ All Europe charges you with 
** being Catharine's king ; juflify her at lead for 
*' having put the fceptre into your hand, by (how- 
" ing that you are capable of wielding it*.'' Yet 
but a few days after the unworthy Staniflaus figned 
that compad which difmembered Poland for the 
fecond time; and by which he formally acknow- 
Jedged himfelf faftious and rebellious, for eftablilh- 

* This brave Pole was interrupted in the midft of this fpiritcd fpcfch, and 
carried off by the Ruffian fatcllitcs Rothcnfeld and Piftor, worthy followers of the 
barbarous Kretfchet mi kof and Kak-ofsky. Heavens ! what names ! They who 
bore them were ftill more rugged: yet thefe were the two men who conquered Po- 
hndin one campaign, and overturned the coT\ft\Xal\ou of the 3d of May, \v)>ich 
all the nation fbcmcd to defend. 
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. ing a rational conftitution, which gave to hira^ as 
king, more authority, and promifed his natioa 
more happinefi and freedom*. If at this period 
he had at leaft abdicated his dignity, he would have 
excited regard. He was incapable either of remain- 
ing a king, or ceafing to be one : he had not even 
the wit and pride of Harlequin, who, when his an- 
tagonifts were ftruggling to get from him his 
wooden fword, and he could defend it no longer, 
threw it on the ground, faying, •' There, take 
it !" Staniflaus chofe rather to drag on an old age 
of difgrace, and go and die at Peterlburg in a ftate 
of humiliation f. 

Of all the favourites of Catharine, Staniflaus 
was the only one whom Ihe took pleafure in 
humbling, after having exalted. Loyalty and pa- 
triotifm, which appeared for an inftant to contend 
with gratitude and fubmiilion in the heart of the 



* He did not fign, however, without relu£tance. He faid to Sicvcrs, who 
fummoned him to repair to Grodno to head the confederates, " I will never be 
*' guilty of fuch bafenels. Let the emprefs take back her crown : let her fend me 
** to Siberia, or leave me to go out of my kingdom on foot, with my ftaff in my 
"hand— I will not diOionour myfelf.'* He was confined, kept failing, threatened, 
and then placed himfclf at the head of the confederacy. It was colonel Stackel- 
berg, nephew of Ingelftroem, who finally brought him the treaty of partition. Sta- 
aiflaus, on reading it, burft into tears, and faid> " O fir, take pity on me ! Let me 
" not be compelled to fign my own difgrace !" Stackelbcrg told him, that after 
this lacrifice he might enjoy a happy and tranquil old age. Wiping his eyes, he 
replied, " Well, I will hope foj" but his niece entering, he again wept plentc- 
oufly with her. 

f One court day after the acceffion of l!hc prcfcnt emperor, Staniflaus, who 
Was in his train, bending under age and fatigue, was obliged to fit down in a 
comer while three or four hundred courtiers were kiffing the hand of Paul. The 
emperor, perceiving that the old king had fcatcd himfelf during this ceremony, 
fcnt an aid.de^camp to him^ to order him tg keep oiv \\U \t^). 
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king, were crimes in the eye of the haughty tza- 
ritza. She was indulgent in love, but implacable 
in politics; ambition was her ruling paflion, yet" 
flie always made the lover fublervient to the em- .^ 
prefs. 

3. GREGORY ORLOF, 

who enjoyed fuch long and diftinguifhed favour, 
and whofe hiftory is fo intimately connefted with 
that of Catharine, feemed to (hare with her the, 
throne on which he had placed her*. He enjoyed 
all the power and honours united, which were af- * 
terwardsfeen to adorn Potemkin, and burthen Zu- '- 
bof. He had much of the haughtinefs and firmnefs 
of Potemkin. Though he was young and robuft, 
his brother Alexius, a Hercules in flrength and Go- 
liah in ftature-f, was aflbciated with him in office. 
The emprefs was then in the bloom of life. She 
avowedly had a fon by Gregory, who was named 
Bafil Gregorievitch Bobrinfky, and educated in the 
corps of cadets; admiral Ribas, then tutor to that 

* If no mention be made of the revolution of 1762 in thefe Memoirs, it is bc- 
caufc Europe is made fufficiently acquainted with it by the hiftory left by Rhu- 
lieres, which agrees in every point with what is univerfally known and believed 
at prcfent. I have repeatedly heard the particulars in Ruflia from perfons who 
wereaAors in the bufinefs, and they were very nearly the fame with ihole which 
1 have finca read in Rhuliercs. 

f It was this Alexius Orlof, who, with Paflick and Baratinlky, was con. 
ccrned in the death of Peter III. He afterwards rendered himfelf famous by his 
expeditions in the Archipelago, and particularly by the battle of Tchefme, fjom 
which he received the furname of Tcnefminfky. His infamy in carrying off from 
Italy a daughter of the emprefs Elizabeth, fcrved to render him completely odioUj 
and execrable, id fpitc of his ufurped laurels. He is at prefcnt banifhcd to Ger- 
many, wher« he endeavours in vain to obtain notice by bis luxury and cxpenfive 
wanner cf living. He is aVoidcd and drtcftcd. 
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corps, being afterwards appointed his governor*. 
Two pretty maids of honour, whom Protafof, firft 
Jcmme'de-cbambre, educated as het nieces, are like- 
wife reputed to be Catharine^sT daughters by Or- 
lof. It was for this celebrated favourite (he eredted 
the gloomy marble palace, the infcription on which 
informed all the world that it was erected by grate, 
ful friendlhip. In honour of him likewife (he or« 
dered a large medal to be ftruck, on occafion of 
the journey he took to Mofco to re^eftablifli order, 
and being particularly inftrumental in flopping 
the dreadful ravages of the plague. On this medal 
he is reprefented as Curtius^ leaping into the gulf, 
with this infcription : Russia too can boast such sms. 
The palace at Gatlhina now inhabited by Paul, is 
another monument to prince Orlof. Twelve 
years intimacy, added to the haughtinefs of this 
lover, at length wearied his fovereign, now firmly 
eftabliihed on the throne; and after a long conteft, 
Potemkin bore off the laurel. The triumph of his 
rival, and the inconftancy of Catharine, whom he 
openly accufed of ingratitude, had fuch an efkA 
on him, that his health was deftroyed, his mind 
deranged, and the once proud, powerful and mag- 
nificent Orlof died in the moft horrible ftate of in. 
fanity and human infirmity -f, 

* This Bobrindcf ftrongly refembles his mother in the 6ice, and whoever fees 
the head of Catharine on a ruble, may fee the Jikenefs of her fon. He has diftin- 
gui(hed himfelf by his diforderly life, though he has fenfe, and is not devoid of 
information. He w^s baniflied to Efthonia^ but Paul recalled dfe at his acceffion^ 
and made him a major in the ltorfe>guards. Kot long tftety however, he fell into 
difgracc. 

f Many aflert that Potemkin poifoned him with an herb, wKlcti7t>f^^«i^^ 
quality of turning the hra'Wj and which theRu^mscalV ^VuitkaiiiXniN^ ^^ ^s>)xdk* 
'' ^rd's plant." 

N 
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4. VASSILTSCHIKOF, 

vfhom Panin introduced during an abfence of Orlof, 
filled up the interval that took place between the 
two haughty rivals. He was merely the tool of 
Catharine's pleafures. 

5. POTEMKIN, 

came one day, and boldly feized on the apartments 
of his predeceflTor ; thus proclaiming his viftory, 
by making himfelf mafter of the field of battle, fo 
long difputed againft him. His love, his valour, 
and his coloflal itature, had charmed Catharine. 
He was the only one of her favourites who dared 
become enamoured of her, and to make the firft 
advances. It appeared that he was truly and ro- 
mantically captivated by her*. He firft adored his 
fovereign as a miftrefs, and then cherifhed her as 
his glory. Thefe two great characters feemed 
formed for each other : their afFe6lion was mutual ; 
and when they ceafed to love, they ftill continued 
to efteem each other : politics and ambition united 
them, when Love had diflblved his bands. 

I leave to travellers the office of defcribing the 
pomp of his entertainments, the laborious luxury 
of his houfe, and the value of his diamonds ; and to 

* There is a Rui&an fong of his extant, beginning KaiCskoroia tebe vi- 
DALj &c. which he compofed when firft in love. It breathes fentiment, and dc- 
ferves to be tranflated. The following is the fenfe of what I recoiled: of it: 
« Asfoonas I bekeld thee, I thought of thee alone: tliy lovely eyes captivated 
« me, yet I trembled to fay I loved. To thee, Love fubjeds every heart, and 
« enchains them with the fame flowers. But, O heavens ! what torment, to 
« love one to whom 1 dare not declare it ! one who can never be mine ! Cruel 
*< ^ods ! why have you given her fuch charms ! or why did you exalt her fo high ? 
^' Why did you dcHinc me to love her, aT\d \\et a\oi\t > Vv«, -wVxofc C^cTcd name 
*''^ will never pifs my lips, whofe chamung ima^t 'wiiY xvevcx cY\i\x tv\^ Vjax. V* V.^. 
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German fcribblers, to relate how many bank-notes 
he had bound up as books in his library, and what 
he paid for the cherries, a plate of which he was ac- 
cuftomed to prefent every new year's day to his 
auguft fovereign J or the coft of his fturgeon foup^ 
which was his favourite dilh ; or how many l^un- 
dred miles he would fend a courier for a melon^ or 
a nofegay, to prefent to one of his miftreffes*. 
They who wifti to fee a charafteriftic portrait of 
him, may find one drawn in a fuperior manner in 
the work intitled Histoire de Catharine II. j as the 
particulars of Potemkin's life would carry me too 
far. Befides, one of my friends who attended him . 
in his campaigns is at prefent employed on the fub. 
je61, and is more capable of latisfying the curiofity 
of the public refpedting this extraordinary man« 

He created, deftroyed, or confufed, yet animated 
everything. When abfent, he alone was the fub- 
jc6l of converfation ; when prefent, he engaged 
every eye. The nobles, who detefted him, and 
who made feme figure when he was with the army, 
feemed at his fight to fmk into nothingnefs, and to 
be annihilated before him. The prince de Ligne, 

* Potetakin had in his luit an officer of high rank, named Bauer, whom he 
fent loractimcs to Paris for a dancer, then to Aftrakan for a water-melon j now 
to Poland, to carry orders to his tenants ; to Peterfburg, to carry news to Catha- 
rine; or to the Crimea, to gather grapes. This officer, who thus fpent his life 
travelling poft, requefted an epitaph to be ready for him in cslfc he ihould break 
his neck, and one of his friends gave him the following : 

Cy git Bauer fous cc rochcr : 
Fouelle, cocher ! 

<< Here Bauer lies, beneath this ftone: 
« Coachmatn, drive on i" 



92 Secret Memoirs of the 

who was his tale-bearer and flatterer*, laid, *' There 
'^ is fomething barbaroufly romantic in his charac- 
'' ter ;" and he fpoke the truth. His death left an 
Hnmenfe void in the empire, and that death was as 
extraordinary as his life. He had fpent nearly a 
year at Peterfburg, indulging in all kinds of plea- 
fure, and even debauchery, forgetting his glory, 
and difplaying his wealth and influence with infult- 
ing pomp. He received the greateft men of the 
empire as footmen, fcarcely deigned to notice the 
grand- duke, and fometimes entered Catharine's 
apartments with his legs bare, his hair about his 
ears, and in a morning gown. Old marfhal Repnin 
availed himfelf of his abfence from the army to beat 
the Turks, and force them to demand peace, doing 
more in two months than Potemkin had done in 
three years. The latter, who wiftied ftill to pro- 
long the war, was roufed at the news, and fet oflTf ; 
but he carried death in his veins. On his arrival at 
Jafly, where his head^quarters had long been eftab- 

* He told hiniy in one of hit letten, which the prince's vanity induced him 
to make no fecret ; '' Your augoil and amiable iovcreign is indebted to you for 
'< more marks of galUptry than Leuis XIV. was to all his courtiers together." 
The funnife, howevefi was wrong. The duke de la Feuillade ereSed a fuperb 
ftatUe to his mafter at his own expenfe. Potemkin never paid Catharine a com- 
pliment e^ual to this. 

f His interview with Rrpiiin was an amufing fcene: '< You little martinift 
*' prieft (i)/' faidhcy "how ^am/ijoa undertake (o many things in my ab- 
fence } Who gave thee any fuch orders }*' Repnin, enraged at this fpeech, and 
emboldened by fuccefs, dared for once behave to him with iirmnefs. << I have 
** ferved my countty, he anfwered: my head is not at thy difpofaly and thou art 
*< a devil whom I defy*" Saying this, he went out of the room in a rage, (hutting 
the door on Potemkin^ who followed him with his clenched fift. The two heroes 
of Ruifia were within an ace of going to loggaheads together. 

(i) Repnin was aieealous Martinift. 



G>URT OF P£T£RSBUR0» 93 

lilhed, or^ to fpeak more properly, bis capital and 
his courtj he was gloomy, melancholy, confumed 
with vexation, and impatient under his difeafe* 
He determined to wreftle with it, and overcome it 
by his iron conftitution : he laughed at his phyfiU 
cians, and ate fait meat and raw turnips. His dif* 
eafe grew worfe : he would be conveyed to Otcha* 
kof, his beloved conqueft ; but he had fcarcely ad« 
vanced a few miles, before the air of his carriage 
feemed to fiifie him. His cloak was fpread by the 
road-fide ; he was laid on it, and there expired in 
the arms of his niece Branicka, who accompanied 
him. Catharine fainted three times when (he 
heard of his death .* it was neceflary to bleed her : 
(he was thought to be dying. She exprefled al- 
moft as much grief as at the death of Lanlkoi : but 
it was not the lover fhe regretted ; it was the friend, 
whofe genius was affimilated with her own, whom 
ihe confidered as the fupport of her throne, and 
the executor of her vaft projefts. Catharine, hold- 
ing an ufurped fceptre, was a woman, and timid : 
fhe was accuftomed to behold in Potemkin a pro« 
teftor, whofe fortune and glory were intimately 
connected with her own. She appeared to feel her- 
felf again a ftranger ; ihe began to fear her fon, and 
now took for her fupport her grandfon Alexander, 
who was juft rifing out of inftincy, with intent to 
oppofe him to his father. 

What a contraft, what a lellbn, does the death 
of the three greateft perfgnages in Rullia ofier! 
Orlof, who reigned twelve years by the fide of 
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Catharine, died in a date of wretched infanity. 
Potemkin, the powerful, the magnificent Potem- 
kin, the founder of fo many palaces and cities, the 
conqueror of a kingdom, expired on the road-fide; 
arid Catharine herfelf fell down in her water-clofet, 
and died on the floor with a lamentable fliriek! 

The wealth of Potemkin has been exaggerated : 
it was far fhort of that of Mentchikof> and ft ill lefs 
of what the unworthy Biren amaffed. Even the 
laft favourite pofleffed more. It is true Potemkin 
had immediate accefs to the treafures of the ftate ; 
but he alfo fpent a great deal for the ftate, and ftiew- 
cd himfelf as much grand-prince of Ruflia as fa- 
vourite of Catharine. Zubof had equal command 
over the public treafury, and never expended a ru- 
ble for the public. 

Potemkin was diftinguifhcd from all his col- 
leagues in not lofing the confidence of the emprefe 
when he no longer pofTefled her heart. Ambition 
fucceeded love in his breaft, and he ftill retained all 
his influence, infomuch that every fucceeding fa- 
vourite was appointed by him, and remained fub- 
ordinate to him. 

6, ZAVADOFSKY 

was the man whom Potemkin prefented to Catha- 
rine, to fucceed in fulfilling the office of private 
favourite. He was young, vigorous, and well 
made ; but Catharine's inclination for him was 
foon at an end. He had been fecretary : his dif- 
gr^cc m^dc no noifo ; he continued to be employed 
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in the affairs of the cabinet^ and was made a privy 
counfellor. 

7. ZORITCH, 

on whom the inconftant Catharine next caft her 
eye^ is the only foreigner whom Ihe ventured to 
create favourite during her reign. He was a Ser-^ 
"vian, who had been taken prifoner by the Turks, 
and made his efcape from Conftantinople, where he 
was confined as a flave. He appeared at court for 
thefirft time in thedrefsof an huffar. His beauty- 
dazzled every eye, and the old ladies in Ruffia ftill 
fpeak of him as an Adonis. Prote£ted at firil fay 
Potemkin, he was defirous of fliaking off his yoke, 
quarrelled with him, and challenged him to fight 
a duel. His mind was not fufficiently cultivated to 
captivate that of Catharine, who difmiffed him at the 
end of twelve months loaded with favours. He ob. 
tained the town of Schklof, which was erefled into 
a kind of fovereignty for him, an inftance Angular 
of its kind in Ruffia. There he lives as a prince, 
holding a court, and receiving ftrangers. If he be 
enriched with the fpoils of the ftate, he returns part ' 
of them to it very nobly. He has founded at 
Schklof a corps of cadets, where two hundred 
young officers are educated at his cxpenfe. Not- 
withftanding thefe occupations, and the gaming, 
theatrical exhibitions, and other amufements in 
which he engages, and by which he ruins himfelf, 
he is tired of his principality. Some years ago he 
is faid to have folicited pcrmiffion to make his ap* 
pearancc again : it was not granted. Y^v\,\\c^^- 
ever^ has jult called him to coutt. 
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8. KORSAKOFF 

a fort of Ruffian fop, was raifed to the rank of fa« 
vourite from that of lerjeant in the guards at the 
palaccj where Catharine noticed him. He was 
either faithlefs or ungrateful. Catharine herfelf 
furprifed him in the arms of the handfome coun* 
tefs Bruce, her maid of hpnour and confidant. 
Struck with aftonifliment, (he withdrew, and would 
never again fee her lover or her friend. This was 
the only vengeance (lie excrcifed againft them. 

^ 9. LANSKOr, 

one of the horfe-guards, had obtained fome repu- 
tation*. He was foon the moft beloved of Catha- 
rine's lovers, and appeared moft worthy to be fo. 
He was handfome, graceful, and accomplifhed, an 
admirer of the arts, a friend to talents, humane^ 
and beneficent. Every one feemed to Ihare the fo- 
verelgn's predilection for him. Perhaps he would 
have acquired as much influence by the qualities of 
his mind, as thofe of his heart procured him parti- 
fans, Potemkin feared him, and, it is said^ gave 
him poifon. He died with horrible pains in his 
bowels. Catharine in vain laviftied on him the 
moft tender cares; her lips received his laft breath. 
She ftiut herfelf up for feveral days, which (he paflfed 

* All the officers who had, or thought they had, fine perfons endeavoured on 
everyr occafion to throw themfelves in Catharine's way. Even at court the nobles 
would iometimes give place to a handfome man, knowing that nothing pleafed 
Chdr fofcreign fo well as to traverfe her apartments between two rows of hand- 
fenif youths. It was a (ituation which men eagerly fought after, and exhibited 
themfelves tothegreateft advantage; and, indeed, many families founded their 

hopes on /bme /oung relation, whom they compelled to throw himfelf in the way 

of fuch good fortune. 
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in all the violence of grief. She accufed heaven^ 
would die, would ceafe to reign, and fwore never 
to love again. She really loved Lanfko'i, and her 
affliction turned into rage againft the phyfician, 
who could not fave him, and who was obliged to 
throw himfelf at his fovereign's feet, and requeft 
her pardon for the impotence of his art A de* 
cent and affli6led widow, (he went into mourning 
for her lover, and, a nf w Artemifia, ere6led for 
him a fuperb moufoleum near Tzariko-felo. . She 
fufiered more than a year to elapfe before his place 
was again filled ; but like another Ephefian ma- 
tron Ihe gave him an unworthy fucceflbr. This 
was 

10. YERMOLOF, 

the leaft amiable, and leaft ftriking in figure of all 
(he had chpfen, who was at length to confole her 
for the handfome, the tender Lanlkoi*. He dif- 
pleafed Potemkin, however, before he ceafed to 
pleafe Catharine, and the haughty prince demanded 
and obtained, the difmiflal of this favorite, who 
did not continue two years in office, 

11. MOMONOF, 

who had difputed the place with Yermolof, fuc- 
ceeded to it. Momonof was amiable, and his buft 
was a perfect model; but he was not well made. 
Catharine approved and loved him, and would 
have done fo long ; but he was foon difgufted with 
the faded charms of a miftrefs of fixty. 

O 
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He became enarmoured of the young princefs 
Scherbatof, and had the courage to avow it, de- 
manding permiffion to marry her. Catharine had 
pride and generofity fuflScient to grant his requeft, 
without any reproaches. She faw him married at 
court to the obje<9: of his honorable attachment, 
and fent him to Mofco loaded with prefents« 

12. ZUBOP. 

The rife of this laft favorite has been explain- 
ed at the beginning of this chapter. He was not 
quite five-and-twenty years old, the emprefs was 
upwards of fixty*. She finilhed by treating him as 
much like a child as a lover, took upon herfelf the 
care of his education, and grew more and more 
attached to her own work, which became her 
idol. Yet even at this advanced period of her life 
Ihe was feen to revive the orgies and lupercalia 
which (lie had formerly celebrated with the bro- 
thers of Orlof, Valerian, a younger brother of 
Zubof, and Peter Solikof, their friend, were 
aflbciated in office with the favourite. With 
thefe three young libertines did Catharine, fpend 
her days, while her armies were flaughtering the 
Turks, fighting with the Swedes, and ravaging 
Poland ; while her people were groaning in wretch- 
ednefs and famine, and devoured by extortioners 
and tyrants. 



* Catharine was two years older than the almanac exprefled. As (he was 

^^ToUerthan Peter III. Elizabeth took off ihcfe two years when ftje fcnt for her into 

' ' ' ■ RuflTia ; and there are old German calendars, which prove that ihe was born in 

1727. This is but an opinion, however, which fevetal dirpute, and whicli I have 

It not in my power to verify. 
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It was at this jun6lure (he formed a more inti- 
mate fociety, compofed of her favourites and nioft 
trufty ladies and courtiers. This fociety met two 
or three times a week, under the name of the 
Little Hermitage. The parties were frequently 
mafqued, and the greateft privacy prevailed. They 
danced, reprefented proverbs, played, joked, 
romped, and engaged in all forts. of frolics and 
gambols fjouoit a des jeux d'esprit, d des jeux de 
gages, et d des jeux de mains J: in (hort, there was 
no kind of gaiety which was not permitted. Leof 
Narifhkin afted the fame part there as Roquelaure 
at the court of Louis XIV; and a fool by title, 
Matrona Danilofna, feconded him. This was an 
old goflip, whofe wit confifted only in uttering the 
moft abfurd vulgarities ; and as (he enjoyed the 
common right of fools, that of faying anything, 
Ihe was loaded with prefents by the lower order 
of courtiers. Such foreign minifters as enjoyed 
the favor of the emprefs, were fometimes admitted 
to the Little Hermitage. Segur, Cobenzel, Sted- 
ing, and Naflau, chiefly enjoyed this diftin6lion; 
but Catharine afterwards formed another afTembly, 
more confined and more myfterious, which were 
called the Little Society. The three favourites of 
whom we have juft been fpeaking, Branicka, Pro- 
tafof, and fome confidential women and "oalets-de- 
chamhre, were its only members. In this the 
Cybele of the north celebrated her moft fecret 
myfteries. The particulars of thefe amufementg 
are not fit to be repeated, and the public wiltlc^fe 
nothing v^orth preferving by their tttu^:\\\\\\^ ^wv- 
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cealed* The author has burned all his memoran- 
dums^ which could afford any information on the 
fubjefl:. 

I might have enlarged this chapter^ with the 
fumamesj titles^ and dignities of each favorite; 
but they would not be worth paper and prints and 
do not deferve even to be mentioned. It is well 
known that Catharine» after having heaped upon 
her minions all the places^ titles and orders df 
knighthood of Ruflia^ wrote to Vienna to obtain 
for them fucceffively patents of count and prince of 
the Holy Roman Empire. The orders of Poland 
and Pruflia bedaubed alfo the favorites. Potemkin 
and Zubof, when they difplayed all their decora- 
tions looked like the hawkers of ribbands and 
tricketets at a fain 

Paul is more of a Ruffian than his mother; he 
is of opinion^ that a count or prince of the Greek 
empire is fuperior to a count or prince of the Ro- 
man empire. Under Catharine, the Ruffian kniaz 
was made a German prince ; under Paul the Ger- 
man prince is raifed to the dignity of a Ruffian 
kniaz. I (hall not take upon me to decide the 
queftionpf precedence. 

In the like manner I fhall pafs over the gifts 
^nd prefents beftowed on the favourites. I could 
mention only what they have received publicly as 
y^ompenies; and however enormous the fura may 
appear'*'^ it w^s not equal to the gifts lavifhed on 

* / hjve a piretfy accurate lift : the fum \% gieattt by one third than that given 
Jn the book mvitlcd^ H'lAonc De Calhaiinc U. 
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them in fecret. Who can calculate what the Or- 
lofsj Potemkin, and the Zubofs received? Had they 
not accefs to the imperial treafury, without ren- 
dering any account of the fums they took from it ? 
and were not places^ rank^ juftice^ impunity, nay» 
even foreign alliances, peace and war^ purchafed 
of them^ and of their creatures* ? 

< Valerian Zubof, a few months after he had ihared with bis brother the 
favors of Catharine^ flaked thirty thoufand nibels (3000I.) on a (ingle card at faro $ 
and this young man poffeflTes^ as has been obferved^ part of the immenfe domains 
of the duket of Courland. 
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ACCESSION OF PAUL. 

Condud and projcAs of Catharine with regard to her Ton He is proclaimed 

His lirft fteps as Enn^ror Funeral honors paid to his father and mother 

Rigorous proceedings towards the guards The wacht-paradc Favors and 

difgraces his occupations profcription of round hats and RulTian harnefs... . 

Re-cft?.bliflinicni of etiquette Its ridiculous or cruel confcquences Change 

in the army, and in civil affairs Peafants....Soldalo-mania... .Office of 

punifliment Finances. 

vJNE of the greateft crimes of which Catharine 
was guilty, was her conduft to that fon in whofe 
right (lie governed Ruffia five-and-thirty .years. In 
his infancy he evinced qualities which wereftifled 
by her ill treatment. He had fenfe, activity, adifpo- 
fition for the fciences, and fentiments of order and 
juftice; but all thefe perifhed for want of being 
cultivated. Her diflike towards him has been ur- 
ged as a proof of his being the fon of Peter III. 
and this proof is of confiderable weight. She 
could not bear him, kept him at a diftance from 
her, furrounded him with fpies, held him in re- 
ftraint, expofed him to every kind of humiliation; 
and while her favorites, inferior to her fon in years, 
governed Ruffia and wallowed \u-vie^\U\, Ue lived 



Court of Petersburg, 103 

retired, infignificant, and in want of neceffaries. 
Thus (he foured his temper, and rendered him ca- 
pricious and fufpicious. Afluredly a mother muft 
be highly culpable who infpires her own child 
with hatred and contempt. But >yhat other fen- 
timents could he entertain ? Not fatisfied with 
depriving him of the afFeftion and prerogatives 
that he ought to have enjoyed as a fon, (he refolved 
to take from him likewife the rights and pleafurcs 
of a father. His wife came almoft every year to 
lay in at Tzarlko-felo, and left her children (here in 
the hands of ftrangers. They were brought up 
under Catharine, without the father or mother 
having the lead influence in their education, or 
authority over their condu6l. Latterly, they were 
even whole months without feeing them. Thus 
(he fought to alienate the hearts of thefe children 
from parents whom they fcarcely knew. Here, 
however, Paul ceafes to infpire intereft; here he 
no longer appears the timid and refpe6lful child, 
but the fearful imbecil father. What man is bafe 
enough not to claim the ftcred rights of paternity? 
Why had he not the fpirit to fay to his mother, 
*' You have my crown; keep it; but re(tore me my 
'* children ; leave me at Icaft an enjoyment which 
'♦ you do not envy in your loweft flaves." He who 
finds not in his heart fufficient motives to hold fuch 
language, and to a6t conformably to it, deferves 
not praifc as a refpe<5lful fon, but rather blame, as. 
a thoughtlefs, unfeeling father*. 

♦ The duke of Wirlcmburg, brother to the prcfent emprefs, afled in a more 
becoming manner. Catharine being deiirous of taking charge of his children^ h 
declared that he would rather die than give them up. SVit Au\^ Tv<iX. 'sctv\^^\*^^ 
proceed to extremities, and ke tools, them with hun •ut oi tYvfc conxtvU^ . 
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Death took Catharine by furprife. It is evident 
to thofe who were acquainted with her court, and 
the unfortunate eftrangement between the mother 
and foUj that ihe entertained a wi(h to have an- 
othel* fucceflbr. The dread of reflefting on the end 
of her days, and on that of her reign, which Ihe 
feared ft ill more, with the death of Potemkin*^ 
prevented her from accompli(hing this proje6l, 
while (he had time for it, or from confirming it by 
a will. The youth of the grand-duke Alexander, 
and ftill more the goodnefs of his head, and heart, 
were afterwards obftacles to the execution of her 
deGgn. Her predile6lion for the young prince, 
however, worthy no doubt of a purer fource, was 
very ftriking; and her private conferences with 
him began to be frequent and myfterious. Per- 
haps ihe might in time have fucceeded in endea- 
vours to ftifle in him the voice of nature, have cor- 
rupted his underftanding and his morals, and 
driven him imperceptibly to aft a deteftable part 
towards his father. After La Harpc had quitted 
him, after a feparate court was eftabliflied for him, 
and fome perfons of merit removed ; he was the 
worft attended and leafi occupied of princes. His 
days were fpent alone with his wife, or with his 
valets, or in the fociety of his grandmother. He 
lived more effeminate and obfcure than the heir of 
a fultan in the haram of a feragho. This kind of 
life muft at length have ftifled all his excellen qua- 

* Many have fuppofed that flie entertained a defign of making Potemkin 
king of Taurkca, in order to have his fupport in dilinherrting Paul; and proclaiming 
Alexander tzarevitch. 
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Uties. Had he been willing, or had Catharine even 
been able to fpcak but a few words before (he died, 
Paul probably would never have reigned. Who 
li^ould have declared for him? and to what rights 
could he have appealed* ? If the Ruffians have no 
fixed rights, ftill lefs have their fovereigns/ Since 
Peter I. who arrogated to himfelf the power of no- 
minating his fucceflbr, the throne of the tzars has 
been occupied by fcarcely any other than ufurpers, 
who have overturned each other with more barba- 
rity and confufion than the fucceflbrs of Ottoman. 
Catharine I. became emprefs, becaufe Mentchikof 

* I am aware that Paul was proclaimed t^tarevitch, or heir to the throne. 
Since his acceffion, he has attempted to remove the confufion that prevails in the 
fucceffion of the tzars^ by an aA -which he promulgated at his coronation, and 
which he had framed in concert with his wife, in the form of a will, fo early as the 
year 1788 ; confequently when he was only grand-duke, and of courfe could difpofe 
of nothing. The year 1788 was the time when Potcmkin was in the smith of his 
power. It appears that Paul, at that jundture, apprehended fome unhappy cataf- 
trophe, (ince he made thefe arrangements : In fa£l, it was then in agitation to dif- 
inherit him, and divide the empire between his eldeft fon and Potemkin. 

In this a^, Paul, though merely grand-duke, arrogates to himfelf the fame 
right as Peter I.— that of nominating his fucceflbr. Accordingly he bequeaths the 
empire to hfs eldeft fon, and his male defcendants ; failing thefe alfo, his female 
defcendants were to fucceed in an order which Paul laid down, endeavouring to pre- 
vent and regulate all the inconveniences that could occur to the end of time. 

That the fon fhould be heir to the father is a natural right, but there can be no 
right by which an emperor fliall nominate his fucceflbr, and bequeath an empire 
like an cflate. Let us fuppoie, however, that a Ruflian fovereign is actually pof- 
feflcd of this power, how can one take it from the reft^, orreftri£k it, by nominating 
the fucceflbr of his fucceflbr? Is not Alexander or Conflanrine to enjoy the fame 
power as Paul? Js it not trcafonable to fuppofe the contrary? Such are the incon- 
veniences in which they involve themfelves who build upon errors and prejudices, 
and contemn the laws of nature and nations. The laws which iflue from their 
brains having no fuppoit but the power that promulgates them, periih with it. A 
hundred years hence, a Ruflian emperor will not tumble over the old papenof 
Paul, to know how he fliail aft : for before that time, perhaps, events may take 
place which will infpiie ino the minds of the Ruflians ideas more clear and ^mj^lv 
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had the boldnefe to proclaim her* ; Peter 11. reigned 
^ by virtue of a will ; Anne was ekfted by a council, 
the fenate, and the army ; Ivan was made emperor 
by a ukafe; Elizabeth faid, in her manifefto, that 
ftuj afcended the throne of her father becaufe the 
people willed it, and the guards revolted ; and on 
thefe grounds (he condemned a prince in the cradle 
to a perpetual prifon; and his relations as inno* 
cent as hinifelf fufFered the fame fate. Peter III. 
reigned by favour of Elizabeth; and when he was 
dethroned, Catharine II. afcending the throne of 
Ruffia, declared, that heaven itfelf had called her to 
it. A fon fupplanting his father would not, after 
fuch a feries, have excited any remarkable difguft^ 
but the fudden death of Catharine happily pre- 
vented that cataftrophe. The dreadful (hriek (he 
gave as (lie expired, was the voice that proclaimed 
Paul emperor of all the Ruflias. His wife was the 
firft who fell at his feet, and paid him homage with 
all her children; he raifed her up, em'brace4 her 
' and them, giving them aflurance of his imperial and 
paternal kindnefs. The court, the chief officers of 
the different departments and of the army, all who 
were on the fpot, came then to proftrate themfelves, 
and take the oath to him, each according to his rank 
and feniority. A detachment of guards conduced 
him into the palace, and the officers and foldiers 
arriving in hafte from Pavloflky and Gatfhina, 
fwore fealty to him; the heads of the different col- 
leges haftened to take the fame oath. The empe- 

* It was plcafantly CaWon that accafion, that a journeyman paftty-cook pia- 
claimed a fenant miid eroprcG of all the Rulfias. 
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ror repaired himfelf to the fenate to receive it ;* and' 
this memorable night pafled without difturbance 
or confuiion. 

The next day, Paul was proclaimed emperor 
everywhere, and his fon Alexander tzarevitch, or 
heir prefumptive to the throne. Thus, after five- 
and-thirty years fpent amid reftraints, denials, of- 
fences, arid contempt, the fon of Catharine, at the 
age of forty three, found himfelf at length mailer 
of himfelf, and of all the Ruffias. The firft fteps* 
which he took feemed to contradift the reports of 
his ft^rn and capricious difpofitioii. He had long 
fufFered by theabufes and diforders of the court: 
bred in the fchool of misfortune, the crucible in 
which great minds are refined, and little ones eva- 
porate ; a diftant fpedator 6f affairs, fcrutinizing 
the plans and conduct of his mdther, he had had 
thirty years leifure to regulate his own. Accord- 
ingly it appeared that he had in his pocket a mul- 
titude of regulations ready drawn up, which he had 
nothing to do but unfold, and put in execution 
with aftonifliing rapidity*. 

Far from imitating the condu(5l which his mo- 
thei»hcld with refpeft to him, he immediately called 
his fens about him, entrufted each with the com- 
iiiand of one of the regiments of guards, and made 
the elder military governor of Peterlburg, an im- 
portant poft, which chained the young prince to 

* His intimates had lor.g been in poffcffion of his miliary regulations^ wdlcK 
he put in execution at Gattoina and Pavlofsky, arv^^ vj\\\0!v\\\^mvkmt.\\\;\»^^vSKt 
thok ofjIJ the Riifup.li urtnlcs. 
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his father's fide. His firft behaviour towards the 
emprefs furprifed and delighted every one. He 
fuddenly changed his conduct towards her, afligned 
her a confiderable revenue, increafed thofe of hit 
children in proportion, and loaded his family with 
carefles and kindnefles. 

His conduft towards the favourite likewife had 
every feature of generofity. • He appeared moved 
with his affliction; and acknowledging the attach- 
ment he fhewed to his mother, continued him in 
his offices in flattering terms ; faying, when he de-r 
livered to him the cane of command, which is 
borne by the general aide-de-camp upon duty: 
'' Continue to execute thofe fun<5tions about the 
*' corpfe of my mother ; I hope you will ferve mt 
** as faithfully as you have ferved her." 

The minifters, and the heads of the different 

departments, were likewife confirmed in their en> 

ploy in condefcending terms ; and the moft pow- 

►erful were even promoted, and loaded with addi- 

tional favours. 

The firft ukafe he iflTued announced pacific dif- 
pofitions, and muft particularly have attached the 
nobility to him. A levy of recruits recently or- 
dered by Catharine, which would have taken one 
peafant in every hundred, was fufpended and an- 
nulled by this ukafe. This levy, however, was a 
few months after renewed. 
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Every hour, every moment announced fome 
wife change, fome juft punifliment, or fome merited 
favour. The court and city were furprifed. Peo- 
ple began to imagine that his chara6ler had been 
miftaken^ and that his long melancholy pupillage 
had not entirely depraved it. All the world faw 
itfelf happily deceived in its expectations, and the 
condu6t of the grand-duke was forgotten in that of 
the emperor; but which was too foon brought again 
into remembrance. Let us beftow a few minutes 
more on the hopes of happineis which he promifed 
his empire. 

The firft two political fteps taken by Paul in- 
fpired confidence, gained the nobility, and fuf- 
pended two horrible fcourges which Catharine, at 
her death, feemed to have bequeathed to Pruffia — 
war, and a ftate of bankruptcy. She had at length 
refolved to a6t direflly againft France, by fuccour- 
ing the emperor of Germany, and attacking Pruf- 
fia*. In confequence, (he had iflued orders for raif. 
ing near a hundred thouiand recruits. The coffers of 
the^tate being emptied, and aflignats multiplied to 
fuch a point, that they were threatened with the 
fame fate as thofe of France f; (he thought proper 
to double her current coin, by giving every piece 
of money twice its former value. Paul qua(hed 

* This fcKeme of Catharine is incontrovertible ; (he refolved to drive the king 
9f Pruflia hack to the borders of the Rhine with her cannon. To make him feej 
the abfolute neceffity of returning to the coalitioni (he fomented revoiu ia FnAm, 
?t Dantzic, and in Silefia. 

jj- At this juncture they fell (ixty per cent. 
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thefetwo difaftrous nieafures, which had already 
began to be carried into execution. Al the fame 
time he broke off the treaty offubfidy with Eng- 
land which was on the carpet ; not that it was his 
intention, as had been publilhed abroad, to ac- 
knowledge the French republic, but becaufe his' 
imperial pride was, not without reafon, above en- 
tering into the pay of England, like a petty ftate*. 

Kofciufzko, who ha» been called the laft of the 
Poles, as Philopoemen was the laft of the Greeks, 
was made prifoner of war, as all the world knows, 
when defending his country againft the attacks of 
foreigners. He was, however, detained as a ftate 
criminal, though he was always better treated-j- 

* It is faid, howevcTi that he receives at prefent large fubfidies from England, 
but it is in Englifli goods j and Paul has cftablifticd warehoufes, where they arc 
fold on his account. This trade of the crown is not new : feveral of the Siberian 
tribes pay their taxes in kind ; and, during the reign of Elizabeth, the trade with 
China was carried on by govemracnt. It even fometi mes happened, that for want 
of money the officers of the army were paid in goods from the warehoufes of the 
Crown ; as tea, cloth, and furs. Thcfc raeafurcs of Paul will prove infallible 
means of quickly conveying to England the little current coin left in his country, 
and he will (bon be obliged to pay his whole army likewife in Englifli hardware. 

f He was in the houfe of the late count Anhalt. For a guard he had a major» 
who fat at table with him. People were permitted to fee him; he had feveral 
pooms at his command, and he employed himfelf in reading, drawing, and turn- 
ing. The colonel, to whom he was conduced as pri loner by the chafleurs, who 
found him wounded in a marlh, is a young man, a friend of mine, equally brave 
and humane. He kept a pocket-book of Kofciufzko' s ^hich we looked over 
together. We found in it feveral notes, in French and Italian, taken during a 
tour in Italy, philofophical obfeivations, extracts from authors, efFufions in French 
vcrfe, and rough draughts of various fmall compoiitions. Eveiy thing (bowed that 
the pocket-book had belonged lo a man of merit, knowledge, tafte, and feeling. 
Tber6 were in it likewife feveral letters fealed, and addrelTed to ladies at Warfaw^ 
in French and Pollib, with (kdches of fomeof the roanifeftoes hepubKihcd, all in 
his own hand-writing. My friend kept this pocket-book as a rclicof a celebrated 
man whom he had admired, while foiced to 6ght againft him. When he was fet 
. at liberty, I fuggcllcd to my friend ihe idea of returning thefe papers to their own-* 
% Mod I Mkvt he did fo. 
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than Ignatius Pototiki, and his other companions 
in misfortune, who were more rigoroufly confined 
in the fortrefs, and at Schluflelburg. Paul gave 
liberty to them all, and was generous enough to go 
himfeif to deliver Kofciufzko from confinement. 
It was interefting to fee this brave man, ftili fickof 
his wounds and grief, carried to the palace, where 
he was introduced to the emperor and emprefs, to 
teftify his gratitude to them. He is a little thin 
perfon, pale and emaciated: his head was ftill fur- 
rounded with bandages, and his forehead could not 
be feen : but his mien, his eyes, ftill brought to 
remembrance what he dared to attempt with fuch 
feeble means. He refufed the peafants that Paul 
would have given him in Ruffia, but accepted a 
funi of money to go apd live independent in an- 
other country*. 

This circumftance made a great and favourable 
impreffion on the public. Unqueftionably it did 
honour to Paul; but, to appreciate hisco|^du<5l on 
this occafion, it muft be remembered, that Kofci- 
ufzko had not perfonally offended him, though he 
had the emprefs Catharine. Perhaps, therefore, 
Kofciufzko is indebted for his liberty to Paul's af- 
feftation of afting contrary to his mother in every 
refpeft. 

The funeral honours to be paid to the emprefs, 
were another happy circumftance to engage the 

* America was the plaqe h^ chofe for his reftJence. When he was in Eng« 
land, on his way thither, a model of him was taken b^ Nlvli Cs *^u\t^^,>«V\Ocv w 
faid to be 4 /hiking iikcncfs, and fium whn.h aa clc^iut hi Vvo\t \^\\^x.V tw?fV*^'^% . 
fas been aaadc by UlurpC'-yrR. 
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mind of Paul ; thus fufpending- or interrupting tlie 
torrent of new regulations; but, what was not ex- 
pcfted of him, he confidered it as a filial duty to 
remove the afhes of his unfortunate father. The 
name of Peter III. which no one had dared to pro- 
nounce for five-and-thirty years, appeared on a fud- 
den at the head of the ceremonial of mourning and 
interment ; and the fervices to be performed, and 
funeral honours paid to Peter and Catharine, were 
prefcribed at the fame time. On reading the pre- 
kase, it might have been fuppofed that the hufband 
and wife had juft departed together. Paul repaired 
to the convent of Alexander Nefsky, where the 
body of his father had been depofited. Caufing the 
old monks to (hew him the private grave, and open 
the coffin in his prefence, he paid the fad remains 
that ftili prefented themfelves to his eyes, a tribute 
of refpeftful and afFe6ling tears*. The coffin was 
placed on high in the middle of the church, and 
the fame fervice was performed by it as by that of 
Catharinf, which wasexpofed to view on a bed of 
ftate in the palace. 

Paul then caufed a fearch to be made for thofe 
officers who were attached to his father at the time 
of his unhappy cataflrophe, and who had fince lived 
in difgrace or unknown at court. Baron Ungern 
Sternberg, a refpeiSable old man, who had long 
lived in retirement amid a fmall circle -of friends, 

♦ He took one of the gloves, that ftill covered the remains of his father, and 
kifl*ed it fcveral times with tears. O Paul! thou hadft then the heart of a fon ; 
fometimcs thou haft appeared a good father ! What might not h;»vc been cxpedlci 
ffcm 2/Jothcf mother, and a different cducAi\oft\ 
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and who had not even a wilh to be brought for- 
ward again upon the ftage of the great world, was 
at once made general in chief, and fent for to the 
emperor, who ordered him to be ufliered into his 
clofet. After receiving him in the moft gracious 
manner^ he faid, '*Have you heard what I am do- 
'* ing for my father?" — '* Yes, Sire," anfwered the 
old general, '' I have heard it with aftonifliment."-— • 
^* With aftonilhment! why? is it not a duty 1 had 
" to fulfill? See," continued he, turning to a pic 
tureof Peter III. which was already placed in the 
clofet*, "I will have him to witnefs my gratitude 
" towards his faithful friend." Saying thefe words^ 
he enabraced general Ungern, and.invefted him 
with the riband of St. Alexander. The worthy 
old man, although he was little dazzled with this 
vanity, could not refift fo afFe6liii|[ a fcene, and re- 
tired with his eyes fwimming in tears. 

Paul then diredted him to do duty by his 
father's body, enjoining him to provide for the 
ceremony the fame uniform as he had worn when 
aid-decamp to Peter III. Ungern was lucky enough 
to find fuch a one in the pofleflion of an old 
acquaintance. Paul would/ee this relic ; he kept it 
himfelf, and it made the fortune of him who had 
fo well preferved itf . Several other officers, and 

* All the PiAurcs of Peter III. had been profcribcd, both in the imperial pa- 
laces and private hottCes. How Paul contrived to conceal this I cannot tell, 
Happy, at this period^ he who could find one of thefe portraits in a lumber-coom, 
to which it had been banifhed : it prefently became the chief ornament of his houfe. 
The painters of Petcrfburg could not fupply the demand for copies. 

f General Dngern Sternberg is a Livonian, and was formerly the friend and 
comrade of general Meliflino. The writer of tVie^c "NUmo\s% \va& \j«wx \«^ v^jS^j* 
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among them the only one who had attempted to 
make any refiftance in favor of Peter III. at thfc 
revolution in 1762, were found out in their retire^i 
nient, and recalled to court to be loaded with 
favors. 

Thefe particulars are afFefting, and do honor to 
the heart of Paul ; but it appears from the anfwet 

mate with him, which he mentions here to give more weight to what follows. 
IJngern was oiieof thofe German ofiiccrs who ftood higheft in Peter's efteem, 4ni 
was his aidde camp. It was he whom ht chofe to accompany. him in a fccret vi(it 
which he paid to the unfortunate Ivan at Schluflelberg, where he had been con- 
fined by Elizabeth, who dethroned him. They found this wretched young man in a 
dungeon, the window of which admitted but a faint gleam of dayi the light being 
intercepted by piles of wood heaped up in the court. He was in a very dirty white 
jacket, with a pair of old flioes on his feet. His hair was very light, and cut ihort 
like that of a Ruilian flave. He was tolerably well made, and his complexion had 
a.palenofs which (hewed that the fun had never (hone on his face. He was then 
upwards of twenty, and had been confined ever (incc he was fourteen months old ; 
but he had received fome impreilions and ideas which he flill retained. Peter III. 
afFeded at his condltiiba, pot feveral qucftions to him; among the reft, "Who 

are you?*' I am the emperor."....." Who put you into prifon then ? " Vile> 

wicked people."..,.." Would you liketo be emperor again ?"...." To be fure : why 
<< not? Khould then have line clothes, and fcrvants to waituponme."...." But 
*' what would you do if you were emperor?"...*" I would cut off fhe heads 
*« of all thofe who have wronged me." Peter III. having then afked whence h^ 
learned what he told him ; he anfwered that he had it from the Virgin and the 
Angels, and began to enter into long (tories of thele pretended vjfions. Though 
alone, and confined from his infancy, he did not appear terrified at the fight of the 
emperor and his officers. He examined his drefs and weapons with much curiofity 
and pleafure,' as a bold child would have done. The emperor afked him again 
what he wi(hed for, and he anfwered in his vulgar Ruflian dialeft, " To have 
more air." Ungern was left fometime at Schluflelberg to gain his confidence, and 
find out whether his apparent imbecility were only aifumed. He was foon con- 
vinced, however, that it was the natural confcquence of his mode of life. He 
gave him from the emperor, a filk morning gown. Ivan put it on with tranfports 
of joy, running about the room, and admiring himfelf as a favage would have 
done who had never been drcfled befoie. As all his wilhes centred in the rcquifi- 
tion of more air, Peter III. fcnt ihc plan of a lilile circular palace, in ihe 
centre of which was to b; a garden, with orders to have it built for Ivan in 
the court of the fortrcfs. It was ciucl, that this aft of humanity towards an in- 
nocent man (hould have Icrved as a pretext a^ainll the unfortunate Peter. He 
was charged with having intended to build ap;iloi^ foLhibwifc and Ian, ?nd 
this wasoiidc a pretext for his o^'u dffA^\\uv.ci\. 
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of Ungern, that they aftonilhed every one. Some 
attribute them a$ much to Paul's oppofition to his 
mother, as to his love for his father; and feveral 
afcribe this part of his conduct to a politic defign 
of thus proclaiming him for his father, who would 
not, when alive, acknowledge him for his fon* 
The parade and oftentation with which he caufed 
the fad remains pf Peter to be difinterred, and 
then held up to the admiration of the public, were 
particularly blamed. The coffin that contained 
them was crowned*, and removed in great pomp 
to the palace, to be exhibited there, in a temple 
conftru6ted for the purpofe, by the fide of the 
corpfe of Catharine, with which it was afterwards 
to be conveyed to the citadel. Then alone did the 
hufband and wife reft together in peace. People 
came with great refpedl to kils the coffin of the 
one, and the cold and livid hand of the other ; 
they made a genuflexion, and were obliged to de- 
fcend the ftairs backwards. The emprefs, who had 
been badly embalmed, foon appeared quite dis- 
figuered ; her hands, eyes, and lower part of her 
face, were black, blue, and yellow. Thofe, who had 
feen her only in public, could not know her again; 
and all the pomp with which Ihe was Hill furround- 
ed, all the riches that covered her corpfe, ferved 
only to augment the horror it infpired. 

If, by reftoring the honors of his father, Paul 
might be thought by any to throw difgrace on the 

♦ Peter III. had never been crowned, and lh\s "was ^\\t x^^Satk '^^\^t^ Vi\ 
nor huryittg him in the eiudel with the other RuiSiaa tro^^xow* 
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memory of his mother, •by bringing to mind the 
ftenes which five and thirty years filence had 
nearly conligned to oblivion, yet the vengeance he 
took on fomeof the aflaflins of Peter III. poflefled 
a degree of fublimity which was approved by all. 
The celebrated Alexius Orlof, the conqueror of 
Tchcifme, once fo powerful, remarkable for hit 
gigantic ftature, and antique drefs, and whofe 
age and military honors would have entitled him 
to refpeft, if fuch a man could be refpefted, wag 
obliged to follow the fad remains of Peter. Every 
eye was turned upon him, and the performance of 
this juft, but cruel talk, muft have awakened in him 
^ that remorfe which his long profperity had no 
doubt lulled afleep. As to prince Baratinfky, he 
durft- not appear before Paul, who could never 
bear his fight, but had fled from Peterfburg, 
Paflick, who owed his fortune folely to the fame 
crime, which his very countenance feemed to call 
to mind, was fortunately abfent from court, and 
furvived the funeral but a few days. 

This was the condu6t of Paul in the firft days 
of his reign ; and I have colle6ted the whole of it 
together, left thefe inftances of reafon, juftice, and 
feeling, ftiould be loft and forgotten in the heap 
of unaccountable aftions with which they were af- 
terwards obfcured, and which I (hall now proceed' 
to relate. The guards, that dangerous body of 
men who had overturned the throne of the father, 
and who had long confidered the acceffion of the 
Ion as the term of their miUtary exifience, were 
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rendered incapable of injuring him by a bold and 
vigorous flap, and treated without the leaft ma- 
nagement from the firft day. Paul incorporated 
in the different regiments of guards his battalions 
that arrived from Gat (binary the officers of whicb 
he diftributed among the various companies, pro- 
moting them at the fame time two or three fteps ; 
fo that fimple lieutenants or captaijns in the army 
found themfelves at once captains in the guards^ 
a place fo .important^ and hitherto fo honoured^ 
and which gives the rank of colonel, or even of bri- 
gadier. Some of thofe ancient captains^ of the firft 
fkmilies in the kingdom, found themfelves under 
the command of officers of no birth, who but a few 
yifrars before had left their companies as ferjeants 
or corporals, to enter into the battalions of the 
grand-duke. This bold and hafty change^ which 
at any other time would have been fatal to its au^ 
thor, had only the effe6t of inducing a few hun- 
dreds of officers, fubalterns and others, to retire. 
Moft of thefe were fuch as had fufficient to live upon 
beiide their commiffions, or could neither digeft the 
putting others over their heads, nor fupport the 
harafling difcipline which the intruders were about 
toeftablifhf . Many of thefe young officers, how- 

* Paul expe^ed thefe battalions with evident impatience and anxioity. 
They marched all night, and arrived in the morning. Ratikof, a lubaltern, who 
had no other merit than the good fortune of aimounciiig to him their wllhed-for 
arrival| was inftantly created a knight of St. Anne, and made aide-de-camp to 
the grand-duke. It was not till Paul faw hlmfclf furroundcd with his little army 
that he began to slA as he had done at Gatihina. 

f Of thefe obtruded officers, no one made his fortune fo ra^idl'j ?i% ^^V(2L« 
cheief . Seven years before^ the grand-duke w'lfli'mg to Vvsi\ t ^. cqycv^?jr>j ^\ ^\\j^^!t\^ 
it PaiVJofskjr, afkcH general Mdiffino fox an office ta^^\At ^^ iatmvtv^<>^^- 
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ever, felt no other affront than that of being obliged 
to quit their brilliant uniforms, and to alter their 

Araktfchcicf, who had been brought up in ihc corps of cadets, and who hadgotton 
himfelf noticed by thcprogrcrs he made, and {raiticularly for the ardour and paf- 
fionatc 2Cj1 he difpLiyed for ihc m'.iratiae of difcipUne, was named. In fpitcof 
his indefdligablc .ittcntions. (cvtiiry, aod exadliiois in the fervice, it was fomc 
tinrac before he could cfiablifh himfelf thoroughly in the good opinion of PauU 
Sevcial pretty fireworks, which he coaipofed with the afliftancc of his old maflCf 
Ka•,thcen^eltainmcnt ;»t Pavldfiky, bur, above mi, the rage for cxercifing with 
which he burned, and ^hich induced him to harafs the foldicrs day and night* 
at length gained him the favour of the gvand-dukc. At his acccffion to the thrpnc, 
Araktfchrief was crc.it'rd a major in the guards, with the rank of general, and ap- 
pointed military governor of Velcrfljurg. He received the military order of St« 
Anne, with fome thousands of pcafants, and became the emperor's right-hand. 
Araktfchcicf, with whom mnjor M** has ferved in the coips of cadets, where he 
was fcijeant, was truly cmnmendablc for the talents, acquirements, and zeal 
which he difplaycd at that time: but he p<*(r.:(rcs a difguftiug degiec of brutality* 
which he exercifed even towards the cadets. Never was pindaric poet more im- 
perioufly tormented by his mufr, than this man is pofleflid by his military demon* 
Ills fury and his cane have aheady coft more than one unfortunate foldier his.life^ 
even under the eye of Paul. He has revived a b^rbarilv, which was no longer 
known in the Ruffian fervice: he abufes and rtiikes the very officers when exer- 
ciling. However, at the period of his favour, »•ha^ he might hnvc the pppcirance 
of hcing grateful, he rfommcnded gfr.eral McliffiHo, his foinier friend, with 
whom he v/as nt variance. lie ha« juft been diTgraccd, but fiucc recalled, and 
created a baron. It was he who rcvicTved the tioops fent into Gc;many. 

The hiftory of another of thefe officers deP-rvcs to be mentioned for Its lingu- 
lA*ity, It w;il prove liow a man fometimes makes his way in the world. 

One of the friends of major M**, takinr: a walk en\ the quay, met with a 
youth of fixtccn, v:'ho appeared to have lately landed, and who walked in dcfpair 
along the wat?r-r.Jc,as if mcditarini', to throw himfelf in. He went up; andfpokc 
to him. The young flt anger faid, that h'* was a Frenchman by defccnt, but born 
inRulTia; that the grand- duke had been his god-father; ihrt his father had fent 
him in his infancy to France, to be educated m a fcn;innry there, from which he 
had ciopcd, to rctuin to Rufiia, where he could learn no news of his father; that 
he was without money, without acquaintances, and did not know what to do, 
unlcfs he m.idc aw.n- wiih himfelf. The major's friend endeavoured to confolc 
him, took him to his own houfe, and made fomc inquiries, lie learned that his 
father, baron Eilifteins had in fa£l been preceptor to the grand-dukc, but that he 
had fincc married in ^^o! Javia, where he died. Major M ** and h\?. friends exerted 
thcmfelves to get the young man admitted into the j-uards as a fubaltern officer. 
In th-i S',vedl(h war, he went with his re;\Inv:iit, ;ind was made prifoner at the de- 
feat of the Pvuffian g?.lleys. A year afrer he cimc hack in n more drp'orable con- 
ditlon than ever; ard, to a;ld to his misfottnnes, the major's friend and his other 
pjtrons bciag no longer at PereI(burg,hcl^aAl\0T•^^u\':'t\i^3l^.l<^^V■•t^'*^>^'^^''^'^^^ 
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drefs according to that of thofe battalions which had 
lb long excited their ridicule. 

Paul, alarmed and enraged at this general de- 
fertion, went to the barracks, flattered the foldiers, 
appcafed the oiflcers, and endeavoured to retain 
them, by excluding from all employ, civil arid Hit* 
litary, thofe who fliouUl retire in future, and who 
befides were no longer to wear their uniform. He 
afterwords i/Tued an order, that every officer or fub^ 
altern who had refigned, or fiiould give in his rei 
fignation, fnould quit the capital within four-and- 
twenty hours, and return to his own home. It did 
not enter into the head of the perfon who drew up 
the ukafe, that it contained an abfurdicy ; for feve- 
ral of the officers were natives of Peterlburg, and 
had families refiding in the city. Accordingly 
Ibmeofthem retired to their homes without quit- 
ting the capital, not obeying the firft part of the 
order, left they fliould be found guilty of difobedi- 
ence to the fecond. Arkarof, who was to fee it put 
in force, having informed the emperor of this con* 

ht carac every day to relate iiis misfoituncs. Or.c morning l.c found him reading 
the life of Jamerai- Duval, and his correfpoHdcnce with Mils Sacalof, afterwards 
the wife ofadn.iral K'lhas. M** knew that this lady was a friend of Mils Nell- 
4of, the raiftrcfi of the grand*duke, which fuggcftcd to him the follov,ing ftcp. 
lie dilated to Biliftcin a l.:ttcr to Madame Ribas, in whici> he told her, that tLc 
ACeidentaily reading one of h^r charming letters to Duval had fufpooded his def- 
pair, becaufe he conceived that a lady, who could fwint the Itntiments of benevo- 
lence and humanity fo well, mui^ YX)fCn(s them in her heart: in confequence, he 
laid before her bis fad fituation, and folic itcd her infliicnce to be fecommendcd to 
the grand-dukc. Mad.jn»e Ribas fcnt for him, and recommended him to MifR 
l^elidof, who preieftted him to the grand-dukc. A ftw hundred rubles were giver 
tkim to equip himfelf, and through the mrr.-.is of count Soltikof he obtained a 
lieutenant's commiffion in the Ijttalionf at Pitsi:fcky From that time V^ Ann tC\ 
Icfi wretched, and always apjicared C/.totmely \^\..*.ctuA. K* \\.5 '4^<*«t.^w^ k>^..\^ « 
. g'-jujd'Jukc hi- WAS midt 'j. i:tu"c-.-r."-v.' l-.nrl "t \\ • ^^v^-A'^ 
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^ tradidlion, he direfted that the injun6lion to quit 
Peterlburg fliould alone be obeyed. A number of 
young men were confequently taken out of their 
houfes as criminals^ put out of the city« with orders 
not to re-enter it, and left in the road without (hel* 
ter, and without any furred garments^ in very fe- 
vere weather. They who belonged to very remote 
provinces, for the moft part wanted money to carry 
them thither, wandered about the neighbourhood 
of Peterfburg, where feveral periflied with cold and 
want. 

Thefe meafures were extended to all the officers 
of the army ; and thofe on the ftafFas generals were 
equally obliged to join their regiments, or refign, 
becaufe thefe ftafFs were aboliflied. By this inipoli- . 
tic ftep he pretended to commence a reform, and 
gain the army. But what foon fhewed that Paul, 
in becoming emperor, by no means renounced the , 
military trifles which had alone occupied his time 
as grand-duke, was his devoting all his attention,^ 
from the morning of his afcending the throne, to 
the frivolous changes which he wiflied to introduce 
into the drefs and exercife of the foldiers. For a 
moment the palace had the appearance of a place 
taken by alfault by foreign troops; thofe who be- 
gan to mount guard there differing fo much in drefs 
and fiile from thofe who had been feen there the 
day before. He went down into the court, where 
he was manoeuvring his foldiers three or four hours, 
to teach them to mount guard after his fafliion,and 
eOablifh his Hx>acbt parade (guard-parade), which 
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became the moft important inftitution and central 
point of his government. Every day fince he has 
dedicated the fame time to it, however cold it 
might be. There, in a plain deep green uniformj 
great boots, and a large hat, he fpends hrs morn* 
ings in exercifing his guards: there he gives his 
orders, receives reports, publifhes his favours, re- 
wards, and punifliments ; and there every officer 
mud be prefented to him, furrounded by his fons 
and aides-de-camp^ damping his heels on the pave- 
ment to keep himfelf warm, his bald head bare, his 
nofe cocked up, one hand behind his back, and with 
the other railing arid falling his cane in due time, 
and crying, raz, dva; raZy dva; one, two ; one two; 
he prides himfelf in braving a cold of fifteen or 
twenty degrees of Reaumur without furs. After 
this, none of the officers dared any longer appear 
in peliffes ; and the old generals, tormented with 
coughs, gout, and rheumatifm, were obliged to 
form a circle round Paiil, drefled like himfelf*. 

After the firfl: impreffions which his acceffion 
caufed in the heart of Paul, punifhments and dif- 
graces fucceeded with the fame rapidity and profu- 
iion with which he hfftd lavifhed his favours. Se- 

^ A Hogarth) whp fliould fee the eroperor and hit younger fon bufy about a 
poor recruit, tuniing him to the right and to the left, marching him forward and 
backward, ra(ifing up his chin, tightening his belt, and placing his head properly^ 
with every now and then a blow^ would have a fine fubje£t for a caricature. An 
emigrant of the name of Lami conceived the humorous idea of dedicating to Paut 
a bad tranflation he made of the explanation of Hogarth's prints. I know n^ 
whether he did it out of fimplicity, or as a itroke of fatire; but the name of Pau[| 
is very happily placed at the head of that work, which wanted only the tldvc».\sk 
< f fuch a dedication to make it complete. Pau\, hoirtveT > ^u^^tfitt^ xv^ y>>i* vt^Ns^y 
^ A-; f^Dt nbbc L^mni a preC4tf^f a fn uff-box, 

R 
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veral experiened the two extremes in a few days. 
It is true, that moft of thefe punifhments at firft ap- 
peared juft: but then it muft be allovyed, that Paul 
could fcarcely ftrike any but the guilty, fo corcupt 
had been all who were about the throne. 

Notwithftanding the affurances he had given. 
Zubof, one erf the firft orders thatfollowed was^to 
feal up his office and that of Markof, and to 
turn their officers and fecretaries out of court with 
difgrace. One Terfky, niafler of requefts, and re- 
porter to the fenate, publicly fold juftice to the 
higheft bidder, Was at firft gratified with an order 
of knighthood, and obtained fome lands, which he 
faid the late emprefs had promifed him a few days 
before her deceafe ; next morning he was difmifled 
from his offices. This refpcft of Paul to the pre- 
tended will of his mother, and his care to enrich a 
rafcal before difcarding him, were ftrangely admir-, 
ed. Surely he ought rather to have brought to 
trial this defpoiler of the widow and orphan, and 
made him an example, to fatisfy public juftice ! 

Samoilof, the attorney-gencra!, whom likewife 
he had honourably confirmed in his office, with a, 
prefent of four thoufand peafants, amounting in 
value to more than twenty thoufaiKi rubles (2000/.) 
a year, was difplaced a few days after, put under 
arreft, and his fecretary was fent to the fortrefs. 
Thus was everything reformed, except Bc{borodko, 
Nicholas Soltikof, and Arkarof*. 

* Sec the next ch^^pr^r. 
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This wavering and uncertain condu(5l, which 
chara6terifed the firft fteps of Paul, clearly proves 
that his favours were the efFedls of policy ; and the 
i difgraces that followed them were to be afcribed 
to paflion rather than to juftice. But what con- 
founded allwho had admired him, was to fee him, 
ait the moment when he entered fuch an intricate 
labyrinth of bufinefs and abufes, the importance 
of which to the ftate fhould have occupied him at 
leaft fome days, applying the very morning of his 
acceflion with the fame eagernefs to themoft trifling 
details of military fervite. The fliape of a hat, the 
colour of a feather, the altitude of a grenadier's 
cap, boots, fpatterdalhes, cockades, queues, and 
fword-belts, became the affairs of ftate that abforbed 
his aftonilhing aftivity. He was furrounded by 
patterns of accoutrements and uniformscf all kinds- 
The greateft proof of zeal and merit any one could 
give him during the firft days of his reign, was to 
appear before him in the new uniform he had in- 
troduced. An officer, \4io could give his tailor a 
hundred rubles to have a drefs of the new fafhioa 
made in a few hours, and apj^ear in it the next 
morning in the tjjacht- parade, was almoft certain of 
ol^taining fome poft, or at leaft a crols. Several 
had no other merit, and employed no other means 
to gain the good graces of their new emperor*. 



* General Meyendorf being mentioned to him as a good officer of horfc^ he 
difpatched a courier to him ; and Meyendorf, in his eagernefs to obey the com- 
mand, prefcnted himfelf at the parade in his ancient uniform. Paul, enraged, 
mtered fome fevcre reproaches to thale who had recommended fuch a man, callc4 
him one of Potemkin's foldiers, and baniflied him to his eftate. 
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Another whim which caufed no little furprift, 
was the imperial prohibition of wearing round hats> 
or rather the fudden order of taking them away, 
or tearing them to pieces on th« heads of thofe who ^ 
appeared in them. Thisoccafioned feme difgrace* 
£ul fcenes in the ftreets, and particularly near the 
palace. The coflacks and foldiers of the police 
fell on the paflengers to uncover their heads, and 
beat thofe who, not knowing the reafon, attempt? 
cd tx) defend themfelves. An Englifh merchant, 
going through the ftreet in a fledge, was thus (lop- 
ped, and his hat fnatched off. SuppoGng it to be 
a robbery, he leaped out of his fledge, knocked 
down the foldier, and called the guard. Inftead of, 
the guard, arrived an officer, who overpowered 
and bound him; but as they were carrying him 
before the police, he was fortunate enough to meet 
the coach of the Englifli minifter^ who was going 
to court, and claimed his prote6tion*. Sir Charles 
Whitworth made his complaint to the emperor ; 
who conjeduring that a round hat might be the 
national drefs of the Englilh, as it is of the 
Swedesf, faid, that his orders had been mifcour 
ceived, and he would explain himfelf more fully to 

* Another Englifhinan was met by an officer of the police, who took fjDin 
him his round hat. The Englifliman, folding his arms, and furveying him ftt>m 
head to foot, faid with a look of cpmpaflion, " Ah ! friend, how J pity thee for be- 
ing a p.uffian \'' 

f It is likewife the national hdt of the Ruffians, a little diflFerence in the 
^rown excepted, which it was well to be aprifed of, as it prevented the wearer 
^roin infult. The hatters' (hops being foon emptied of the cocked hats, they 
who had neither time nor means to procure one, cocked up their little round ha»s 
^ixhpinsp that they might walk the ftreets with fa/ety. 
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Arkarbf. The next day it was publiQied in the 
flreets and houfes, that firangers, who were not 
in the emperor's fervice, or naturalized, were not 
compriTed in the prohibition. Round hats wete 
now no longer pulled off: but they who were met 
with this unlucky head-drefs were condu(5ted to the 
police to afcertain their country. If they were 
found to be Ruffians, they were, fent for foldi.ers; 
and woe to a Frenchman, who had been met with 
in this drefs, for he would have been condemned 
as a Jacobin"**. It was reported to Paul, that the^ 
charge d'affaires of the king of Sardinia, indulging 
himfelf in raillery at this Angular profcription of 
round hats, faid, that fuch trifles had often been, 
on the point of occafioning feditions in Italy. The 
charge d affaires received orders, through Arkarof, 
to quit the city in twenty-four hours. Thanks to 
the diftance and Situation of the king of Sardinia, 
he could not demand an explanation of fuch an in« 
fult, otherwife round hats might have become the 
motive of a war between two monarchsf. 

A regulation equally incomprehenfible was the 
fudden prohibition of harneffing horfes after the 

* Perhaps the reader may fuppofe that thcfc round hats were conf>dered as 
fomc party fign. By no means? it was a fmgular averfion which Paul had for 
them ; and he had declared war againft them at Pavjofsky four years before 

t It was fortunate that it did not happen to the SwediOi or Pruffian ambafla- 
dor. The latter, however, fell into difgrace with'Paul for a motive cqiully noble. 
He gives out that the hat, the tail, the bag, the fpaitcrdalhes, and the fword be- 
hind the back, arc in the Puffian mode. M. vaa Tauensichn appeared to proteft 
agaihft the fidelity of the tranOation, by coming to c<iurt in a more modern and . 
more elegant UBiform. This was the crime for which||ittl d«ia*vv<\!t^\!:\% i«a^. 
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Ruflian mode, A fortnight was allowed for pro- 
curing harnefs in the German fafhion: after th« 
expiration of which, the police was enjoined to 
cut the traces of every carriage, the horfes of 
which were harnefled in the ancient manner. Al- 
moftas foon as it was made public, feveral per- 
fonfe dared not venture abroad, ftill lefs appear 
in th'feir carriages near the palace for fear of being 
infulted. The fadkrs availing themfelves of this 
occafion, alkedasfar as three hundred rubles (30/.) 
for a plain harnefs for a pair of horfes. To drefs 
the iscbooschtscinki, or Ruflian coachmen, in the 
German falhion, was attended with another incon- 
venience. Mod of them would neither part with 
their long beards, their kaftans, nor their round 
hats: ftill lefs would they tie a falfe tail to their 
Ihort hair, which produced the mdft ridiculous 
fcen^s and figures in the world. At length the 
emperor had the vexation to be obliged to change 
his rigorous order into a fimple invitation to his 
fubje^s gradually to adopt the German fafhion of 
drefs, if they wilhed to merit his favor. 

Another reform with refpeft to carriages: the 
great uumber of fplendid equipages that fwarmed 
in the ftreets of Peterlburg, difappearcd in an in- 
ftant. The officers, even the generals, came to 
the parade on foot, or in little fledges, which alfo 
was not without its dangers*. 

!* An officer, walking the ftreets in a large peliffe, had given his fcrv^nr his 
fwordy which incommoded him, intending to put it on again, and take off his 
pclifle, when he got near th|;palace. Unfortunately, before this took place, the 

mnperor met him, and in confcqucncc Ve was icduced t« Ik's ranks, «[nd his fcr- 

vantwadc an dificcr in his plate. 
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It was anciently a point of etiquette for every 
perfon who met a Ruffian autocrate, his wife, or 
fon, to flop his horfe or coach> alight^ and pro- 
ftrate himfelf in the fnow, or in the niud*» This 
barbarous homage, difficult to be paid in a large 
city, where carriages pafs in great numbers^ and- 
always on the gallop, had been completely abolifli- 
ed under the reign of the polilhed Catharine. One 
of the firft cares of Paul was to re-eftablilh it in all 
its rigoun. . A general officer who pafled on with- 
out obferving the emperor riding by on horfebfack, 
was flopped and immediately put^ under arreftfj^ 
The fame unpleafant circunptft^nce occurred to feve- 
ral others, fo that nothing was fo much dreaded, 
either on foot or in a carriage, as the meeting of 
the emperor. Inftances have even happened where 
the fault and its punilhment have been attended 
with confequences fo ferious, as muft induce a be- 
nevolent monarch to abolifli lb troublefome an eti- 
quette. 

The ceremony eftabliflied within the palace be- 
came equally ftrift, and equally dreaded. Woe 
betide him, who, when permitted to kifs the hand 
of Paul, did not make the floor refound by ftriking 
it with his knee as loud as a foldier with the butt. 

* Peter I. ordered thofc who profetcd thcmfelvcs fejsforc him in this man* 
irer to be caned, and even caned them himfelf. 

f When his fword was returned him, he rcfufed to take it, faying, that it 
was a gold-hiltcd fword received from the cmprefs, withf the privilege of its never 
being taken from-^bhn. Paul fent for him, returned the fword to him himfejfy 
and faid, that he InitfnBiblved to make an example, and had no yar!tlcv\U\ xVVo-^'xVw 
towai^s him : at the faoie time he ©rdercd h'\ii\ to le^iit XmTDR^vaX^^ v^xJofc^-wi^i* 
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end of his firelock. It was requiiite too, that the 
falute of the lips on his hand Ihould be h6ard, 
to certify the reality of the kifs, as well as of 
the genuflexion. Prince George Gallitzin, the 
chamberlain, was put under arreft on the fpot by 
his Mufcovitifli majefty himfelf, for having made 
the bow and kiffed the hand too negligently*. 

Another of Paul's firft regulations, was a ftri<a 
injun6tion to all tradefmen to efface from the front 
of their (hops the French word magazin, and fub- 
ftitue the Ruffian word lavka ((hop) ; afflgning as a 
reafon, that the emperor alone could have maga- 
zines of wood, flour, corn, &c. ; while; a tradef- 
itian ought not to be above his condition, but to 
ftick to hi^ Ihop. 

To report all the ordinances of fimilar weight 
and importance that fucceeded each other in the 
courfe of one week, I rauft defcend into particulars 
too tediousf . What can be faid, what can be hoped 

"^ Paul, when grand-duke, had a great predilection for etiquette. Being once . 
at Montbelliard, he fuddcnly took by the arm a young oflBcer of his fuit, who 
was playing at cards, and turning him out of the room, he faid to thofe who were 
playing with the officer, *' Gentlemen, that young coxcomb is not of a proper 
*< rank toraakeone of your party." At the couit balls, the dancers were obliged Co 
twift thcmfelves every poffible way, that they might not turn their backs upon 
him when dancing, wherever he might happen to be. Paul will allow none to 
turn their backs but his enemies. Whether they will avail themfelvcs of the pcr- 
miffion, if he Ihould give them an opportunity, I will not pretend to fay. 

f He hat (ince ifiued different ukafes, prohibiting the wearing of frock 
coats, waiftcoats without lleeves, and pantaloons. He has forbidden the academy 
to ule the word revolution when fpeaking of the courfe of tike te^ ; and has en« 
Joined the players to employ the word pcrmiffion inftcad of Iftttty, which they . 

iitve been accu/fomed ^o put in their ViUs. He haifotbididca the manuf>fturer» %• 

fabricate dny tri- C(>uIouicd ribaad& or ftu€s \*k3LUN«, 
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of a man> who fucceeding Catharine, could conlider 
the regulating fuch things as the moft urgent? 
Frequently tbefe new and important regulations 
contradidied or fruftrated one another, and what 
was ordained one day was often obliged to be mo« 
dified or annulled the next. In a word, we may fay 
that Paul, when he wrapped himfelf in the impe- 
rial mantle, let the grand duke peep out; that he 
thought to govern a vaft empire as he had govern- 
ed his Pavlofsky; his capital, like his houfe; and 
thirty millions of men of all ranks and all nations, 
like a fcore of lackeys. 

Of all the unforefeen changes which he introdu- 
ced without any preparation^ thofe which he made 
in the army were the moft extenfive, and the moft 
impolitic. Unqueftionably there was room for 
great reforms and great amendments in the milita- 
ry department. To improve the condition of the 
brave Ruffian foldier; to fettle that of the officer, 
which was ftill more wretched ; gradually to dimi- 
nilh the number of fupernumeraries ; to reftore or- 
der and difcipline, which the reign of fo many wo- 
men and fo many favorites had deftroyed ; opened 
a fine field to the military genius of Paul. All he 
was capable of doing was to multiply irregular 
promotions, increafe a flrafF already too numerous, 
and alter uniforms, ranks, terms, and titles. The 
Ruffian army offered a pattern to be followed, in 
the beauty, fimplicity, and convenience of its drefs^ 
equally adaj:^ to the climate, and to the genius 

S 
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of the country*. A large cbaroari, or pair of pan- 
taloons of red cloth, the ends of which terminated 
in boots of pliable leather, and which was fatt- 
ened by a girdle over a red and green jacket ; a lit- 
tie helmet well adapted to a foldier, with the hair 
cut fhort in the neck, but long enough to cover the 
ears, and eafily kept in order; conftituted the 
Virhole of the military uniform. The foldier was 
drefled in the twinkling of an eye, for he had but 
two garments; and their fize was fuch, as allowed 
him to defend himfelf from the cold by additions 
underneath, without infringing upon the uniform- 
ity of his external appearance. This neat and 
warlike equipage is now changed for the ancient 
drefs of Germany, which the Ruffian foldier 
abominates: his fair locks, which he loved to wafh 
every morning, he muft now bedaub with greafe 
and flour; and he muft fpend an hour in buttoning 
his black fpatterdalhes, which he curfes for pinch- 
ing his legs. He murmurs aloud; it is probable, 
that the falfe tail which he is forced to fufpend from 
his poll, will occafion as many defertions as the 
catogans of St. Germainf . That old original, mar- 

* Accordingly the foldier imagined hiralclf much fuperior to his neighbours, 
and not without reafon. Paul deprived him of his national pride, by compelling 
him fei vilely to imitate the Germans of the laft. century, whcJm the Ruffians 
imagined they had far outftrippcd. Paul has afted like a pedant, who fliould turn 
a fcholar back to his a, b, c, for having prefumed to learn (to read) too readily. 

f Before the reign of Paul, defcrtion was almoft unknown to the Ruffians; 
now they defert in parties, and repair to Pruffia, where whole regiments are 
formed of them. I«0^:d fom© of them, why Ihey defcrted? " Why Sir," faid 
they, « we are forced to be at our e^cercifeiirom morning tillaight without having 
« any thing to eat : our drefs has been taken from us, ^tiiil^e are beaten black 
ff and blue," 
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Oial Suvarof^ when he received orders to eftablilh 
thefe novelties^ with little flicks for models for the 
foldiers tails and fide-curls, faid, ^' hair-powder is 
*^ not gun-powder; curls are not cannons; and 
^' tails are not bayonets.'' This farcafm, which is 
not deftitute of wit, and forms in the Ruffian Ian- 
guage a fort of apophthegm in rhime, foon fpread 
From mouth to mouth through the army, and was 
the true reafon that induced Paul to recal Suvarof, 
md difmifs him from the fervice. This old war* 
rior was the idol of the Ruffian foldiery* 

It was the fame with the changes which he made 
n civil affairs. His wifti was to alter, not to im- 
prove. For anything to have fubfifted under the 
reign of his mother, was a fufficient reafon why it 
hould ceafe under him. All the tribunals, all the 
governments of the empire, have been frelh mo- 
ielled, and their feats haveieen changed. That 
which had been confa:rated by its name fEkate^ 
nnozlaf) to the glory of Catharine, was abolilhed, 
ind this public affront to the memory of his mo- 
:her is not lefs fo to the heart of Paul*. The rea- 



* Tliercis nothing fo trifling to which this microphilist docs notdcfccnd, 

flicw difrefpcdl to his mother's memory. The perfons belonging to her wo» 
ings, on which the date of her dcccafe was enamelled. The emperor exprefled 
lis diflatisfaftion at it; and they are obliged to wear rings with the motto of, 

' Paul confolcs me." 

/ 

He carried his want of filial regard fo far, as to check, by his difapprobation, 

1 fociety of opulent Ruffians, who had united at Hamburg under the aufpices of 
he Ruffian minifter, to eredl a poetical monument to the memory of Catharine. 
The fituation in which major M ^* Aood at that time, ^d particularly what he 
iwed to two of hi* friends, induced him to exert his talents on the occafion. The 
udges of the Lyceum at Hamburg had the courage to adjud|,e tK^ fetwiA. '^\\xr. X'a 
he piece he feni> upTirith/Janding the profcribcd fcivtimeoXs X\vax\«.Mr«.^ \^^i?^ 
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der may judge of the confufion^ injuftice, wretch- 
ednefs, and ruin^ that fuch changes of {daces muft 
produce in Ruffia; more than twenty thoufand 
gentlemen were thrown out of employ. 

the manner in which he fpoke of Catharine, and his Alence refpe^ting the com- 
forter (he left behind, or his alluftons to him (i). The fccretary of the embafly, 
when he announced to him the fuccefs of his piece, informed him, that they w«fe 
going to fend it to the emperor, and pay his majeAy the compliment of this mo- 
nument, which would be magnificent, and coft vaft fums of money. At the 
fame time he requcfted him to write an ode in honour of Paul, to be placed at the 
head of the pieces that had been approved. M** pofitively rcfufcd this new 
tribute, which would have been apiece of meannefs in him, as he had juft been 
torn from his family, and unjuftly profcribed by the emperor. Not receiving the 
medal, however, which had been adjudged to him, he fent to the fecrctary to de- 
mand it, faying, he would otherwife make public appeal in the newfpapers againft 
fuch an unworthy proceeding. He knew that his piece had fpread through the 
court at Peterfburgh, where his name had been difcovered, though he had taken the 
precaution to difguife it in an anagram; and this contributed not a little to 
bring Paul's anathema upon the fociety at Hamburg. The threat of fuch a public 



(i) The motto of the piece was, <* Fuit ilia et ingens gloria Ruflbrem ;" ao^ 
in it were the following vcrfes : 

Mais j'entends retcntir une voix geraiflTante ; 
Jc vois I'Humanite plaintive et mcnajante : 
Barbares ! arretcz : eh ! pour qui cet autel ? 
Voyer ces combat tans, ces fers, ces feux, ces armes j 

Ah ! mon fang et mcs larmes 
Vont eteindre a vos ycux cet cencens criminel ! 

<< But hark, a voice that wildly groans and fhrieks! 

" Humanity bewailing, thrcat'ning fpeaks : 

V * Barbarians, halt ! from whom thofc blood-AainM fanes ? 

" « Behold yon combatants, yon arms and chains ! 

«c < My bloody my tears, e'en now (hall quench the fire, 

'* < And fave each hero from the funeral pyre." 

Likewife 

LVi£le puiflant du noid, fiappe dans fa cairierc, 

Se rabat fur la terrc : 
II erre dans la nuit j fon allre s'cft etient. 

<< Behold the thrcat'ning eagle of the north, 

" That foar'd cxri'.nig in rcfil^lefs pow'r, 
'.< Struck in hi? m* J - 1: ."••, delcends to earth, 

" Wandering i I. iwv^ht. kl\s Cuii (k.^il liie no m«tt)" 
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If this new reign has been fatal to the army 
and to the poor gentry, it has hitherto appeared 
flill more fo to the unhappy peafantry, whofe 
chains it endeavours to rivet* If Paul were de- 
iirous of taking an example from Pruflia, alTuredly 
it Ihould have been that of its treatment to the 
Poles, whom perfidy had fubjefted to its domi- 
nion*. It would not be too much to fay, that the 
Pruffian government gives the Polifli vaflals more 
freedom than Kofciufzko could have bellowed on 



aflFront had its e6Fe£t, and the medal was at length fcnt, with fome cxcufcs for the 
delay of more than a year, and a confeffion.that the emperor, having difapproved 
of this monument to his mother, the illuftrious fociety was afraid of his indigna- 
tion. Major M * * himfelf communicated to me thefe particulars, as well as the 
betters of the fecretary. 

* Let the reader compare the nkafe of Paul, which enjoins all his fubjefis to 
proftrate thcmfelves at his fight, with the order which the young king of Pruflia 
has juft given to his miniflers,on his return from Poland, where it was with indig-' 
nation he found a people dcbafed alraoft to as low a degree as the Ruffians. The 
following is atranilation of fome fragments of this memorable order, as it appears 
in the « Jahrbiicher der Prcuffifchcn Monarchie," Anaals of the Pruffian Mo- 
narchy, for January 1799 : 

*' My dear miniftcrs of ftate, von Vofs and von Schroter: During the tour 1 
*« have lately made in the new provinces of Pruffia, I have fcen that the loweft 
** clafs of my fubjeAs in thofe countries is in a ftate of civilization far beneath 
** that of the other provinces. Thele mifcrable beings arc degradingly diftin- 
** guiflicd by the dirtinefs of their houfes and clothes, but ftiU more by their 
<* cringing manners^ and a humility beyond bounds In my eyes, and in thtfc 
** of the law, the loweft of my fubjcfts pofleffes. the dignity of a man. The peo- 
<' pie of thefe new provinces are ftill ignorant of this dignity, for which they are 
^ indebted to the Pruffian fceptre, becaufe the inferior officers of government arc 
*< ignorant of their duty, and abufe their authority. It is a proverbial faying 
« among them, that the Polanders muft be governed by the whip ; and I have fc- 
<* veral times heard complaints of fuch treatment being exercifcd towards my fub- 
«' je£ts, while changing horfes," &c. 

This is the manner in which a king expreffes himfelf who, feeling as a man, 
revolted at the fight of a nation of (laves proftrating themfelves at his feet. He 
enjoins his miniftera to raife up this degraded nation; by inftru<5Lltv^ \X, ca\^\W'^ 
it, and punifliing abufcj of powder. 
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them, had he been viilorious. The king of Pruf- 
fia, far from imitating Catharine or Paul, who dif- 
tributes thefe flaves among his courtiers, thus ex- 
pofing them tjo more infupportable private ty- 
ranny, has annexed them to his domains, and they 
experience an infinitely milder lot than formerly*. 

A report being fpread, that was about to re- 
ftri<5l the power of matters over their flaves, and 
give the peafants of the lords the fame advantages 
as thofe of the crown, the people of the capital 
were much pleafed with the hopes of this change. 
At that junfture an officer fet off for his regiment, 
which lay at Oremberg. On the road he was afked 
about the new emperor, and what new regulations 
he was making. He related what he had feen, and 
what he had heard; among the reft, mentioning 
the ukafe which was foon to appear in favour of the 
peafants. At this news, thofe of Tver and Nov- 
gorod indulged in fome tumultuous a6lions, which 
were confidered as fymptoms of rebellion. Their 
niafters were violently enraged with them; and 
the caufe that had led them into error was difco- 
vered. Marflial Repnin was immediately difpatched 
at the head of fome troops againft the infurgents; 
and the officer, who had unwittingly given rife to 
this falfe hope, by retailing the news of the city on his 

* All thofe princes who have wiflicd to raife the people anddeprefs the great, 
the better to cftablifh th« authority of government, have endeavoured to annex all 
feignorial rights andcftates to their own domaiiw. The Ruffian autocrates take 
the oppofite courfe: they difl-ributc the remains of the crown among the Qobility, 
to render them more zealous fupporters of a government more fevcre than ever was 
that of the feudal fyftcm. By this ill-judged policy ihcy lender thcmfelves inca\ 
p*ib!e ofrelloring libsrty to their ftavts at a fuiOLrc ^lioti. 
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road, was foon brought back in confinement. The 
fenate of Peterfburg judged him deferving of death, 
and condemned him to be broken, to undergo the 
punilhment of the knout, and, if he furvived this^ 
to labour in the mines. The emperor confirmed 
this fentence. This is the firft criminal trial that 
was laid before the public ; and afTuredly it jufii- 
fies but too well thofe remains of fhame which have 
hitherto kept fecret fimilar outrages. Thefe cir- 
cumftances might no doubt have taken place under 
the reign of Catharine, yet would they have been 
accompanied with that filence and myftery in which 
guilt envelopes itfelf. But let us quit this fubje6l 
for the lefs ungrateful one of the eccentricities of 
the emperor Paul. 

The moft prominent of thefe is that mania 
which from his infancy, he difplayed for the mili- 
tary drefs and exercife, and which has ever fince 
been increafing, This paflSon in a prince no more 
indicates the general or the hero than fondnefs for 
dreffing and undrefling her doll forebodes the good 
mother in a girl, who pafTes her days in this 
amufement. Frederic the Great, the moft accom- 
pliflied foldier of his time, is well known to have had 
from his infancy the moft infuperable repugnance 
to all thofe minutiae of a corporal to which his fa- 
ther would have fubje6led him: this was even the 
firft fource of that difagreement which ever fub- 
fifted between the father and fon. It was only by 
ftealth that the young Frederic could indulge him- 
felf in Audywg hiftory and WteralviY^ ^\\Xv\\\^ ^x^- 
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ccptor du Han, Frederic William confidered every 
book, except the Pfalms of David and his military 
regulations, as ufelefs or dangerous; and when he 
law the young Frederic, not confining himfeif to 
the guard's march, but wifhing to exchange his 
little drum for a harpfichord, and his fife for a 
German flute, he forbad him mufic. This pater- 
nal tyranny had the oppofite efFeft to what his fa- 
ther wilhed; it gave more energy to Frederic's re- 
preffed defires. He acquired information ; he be- 
came a hero; his father was never anything more 
than a corporal*, 

Peter III. pufhed his faldato-mania to a ridi- 
culous point, fancying he made Frederic his mo- 
del. He loved foldiers and arms, as a man 
loves horfes and dogs. He knew nothing but how 
to exercile a regiment, and never went abroad but 
in a captain's uniform. This Peter III. at the 
head of a regiment fo well drilled by himfeif, had 
not the courage to face a young female, who 
marched to meet him with a few companies of the 
very fame guards who were totally ignorant of the 
Prulfian exercife. He loft both his crown and his 
life, without daring to defend them. Certainly a 
more local, ftrong, and recent example cannot be 
adduced againft this mania, which feems rather to 
exclude courage and militjiry talents than to be a 
fign of them. It is very eafy to wear a coarfe fur- 

* I know forac young Ruffians, whofc genius the fame caufcs have only 
fervcd to difplay : thus a good bow fprings from under the hand that bcndi it. 
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tout buttoned over the belly, a greafy hat*, and a 
fword behind the back; a man may even fpend the 
day on the parade^ caning the foldiers and abufing 
the officers :-— but this would be a fatirical carica- 
ture of a great king; it would be to reprefent him 
a a recruiting officer, affefting to give himfelf airs. 
But, fays Mpliere ; 

Quand fur unc pcrfonne on pretend fe regltr, 
C'cft par Its beaux c6t6s qu'il lui faut reflember: 
£t ce n'eft pas du tout la prendre pour module 
........«.que de toufler et de cracher commeelle. 

** When Admiration bids us mimic otherS| 
" We in their virtues fliould the femblance hit, 

*' Nor will the fage and fool e'er pafs for brothers, 
" Becaufe forfooth alike they cough or fpit." 

There is one part of this great king's condu6l 
of much more utility, and almoit as eafy to imitate, 
fince it requires neither talents nor genius, but 
merely good will, patience, and aloveof juftice; this 
is for a fovereign to receive, like him, the petitions 
and letters of his fubjefts, but particularly to an- 
fwer them. The perfeverance and exaftnefs with 
which he always adhered to this refolution, which 
he adopted at the beginning of his reign, cannot 
be too much admired. Whether he granted orre- 
fufed, whether he found the petition reafonable or 
unreafonable, he anfwered every man who addrefled 
him. I have fcen feveral of thofe anfwers, admir- 
able for their precifion and fagacity; yet Frede- 
ric found time to do and write other things befide 

, * Paul affcAs to wear a dirty hat ; but where lies the merit of this ? Since he 
"Will have every one do his duty, why docs he not make his valetei-de-chambre 4sk 
theirs, in beating and brufliing his old beaver ? 

T 
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anfwering letters. He cliJ not rife earlier than 
Paul; but he Itaid only a quarter of an hour en the 
parade, and often did iiot go to it at ail. 

Nothing could l>e more worthy of a Ruffian au- 
tocrate than to eftablifii a fiaiilar communication 
been himfelf and his fubjccls, fincc arbitrary acRs 
and public violences are nowhere lb Frequent or fo 
difafxrous. Hitherto, every man who had the au- 
dacity to prtfenta recjueft immediately to the fove- 
reign, even under the reign of Catharine, was im- 
prifoned. Paul aj>pe:ired to have aboliHucI this 
atrocious law from the day of his accellion, and took 
fome papers that were offered him. He even or- 
dered a fort of office to be conftru<5k*d on the 
flairs of the palace, into which any one might put 
letters; and gave public notice, that he would read 
them all, make the nccelFary examinations, and 
then anfwer them. In coniequence, he forbad any 
one to difturb him in future on the ivacht-parade, 
and ordered thofe to be arrefu^d who {houid after 
that approach him with a paper in their hand. 
The box of the letter-ellke, however, focn filled ; 
and Paul, contrary to his cxpcfratiou, fKtding more 
petitions than inlbrmc/v, becaa^.e tired ot doing 
them juftice, and frightcijcd at their numbr)-. Me 
did not relkcl tl^.at li/cy would liccnTiiiiy dinnniili, 
if he would empifM more K^aJiiicfc arj ii.cthou in 
anfwering ihcnr. 'i hings rclunicJ to their ioriiicr 

* Paul has fvii!ictiiucs^ivcii '^;rei<irti'pi:ili ^c, llic 1« tiers Ivr h.is r'x.civfd, but 
Jic docs r.ot aufwc. ti'.«.i^i. I invillf li.tvt- di.i.vji r.-) u Ict vrty biicr, i!'jr:r, i:nd 
Jufl- ricjnciT?, tjr fom? oppivPicti rcvfjiiii, w'.iii.Ii iXiiMTri'.d iin utw^-cd. !.'<> now 
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chaotic ftate; and the fccretaries direded to exa- 
mine thefe pieces are, as before, arbiters of the fate 
of thofe unfortuniate perfons who appealed to their 
niafter. 

The finances of the empire, exhaufted by the 
prodigalities, and flill more by the wafte of Catha- 
rine's reign, required a prompt remedy ; and to this 
Paul feemed at firft to turn his thoughts. Partly 
from hope, partly from fear, the paper money of 
the crown rbfe a little in value. It was to be fup- 
pofed,that the grand-duke of all tKeRulIias,who for 
thirty years had been obliged to live on an income 
of a hundred thoufand rubles(io,ooo/.)per annum, 
would at leaft have learned economy per force ; but 
he was foon feen to heap wealth upon fome, and . 
iavifh favors upon others, with as much profufion 
as his mother, and with ftill Icfs difcernment. 
The fpoils of Poland continued to add to the riches 
of men already too wealthy*. A man muft be ac- 
quainted with the inexhauftible fourcesfrom which 

* I am informed that the cm^^ror, on his coronaliofj, among other gratuities, 
d'^rribilcd eighty-two thoufiind souls nmoT)g a fccrc of pcnph ; that is to f»yj 
in ihc language of mct.ils, that he has made prclcnts of t:a<fts of land inhabited 
and cultivated by cicV-.y-two thoufand male flavcs; for in Ruflia a woman is not 
a foul vet. By thefc donations the emperor cedes the private rights which he 
claims over thefc- wretched beings, and the linds th<'y are obliged to cHllivatc, rc- 
ferving :.-■ hin-.feif culy tlie fovereignty. Now if we fuppofethe slave-soul, or 
pcAf.mt, t) bring il.c body, or gentlcmaii who ^xjireflcs it, only fcvcn roubles 
clear per annum, wMchis a very moderate computation, it follows that the cm- 
pc.o; has given away fo much of the domains of the crown as would produce % 
nc«l 'rci.necf five hundred and fevcuty -four thoufand rubles (57>40ol.) which, 
conf dtf:J<ig the nature of the proixrrty, is a capital beyond cftimation. Catharine^ 
by l.cr \-:: fuMon in this way, had nearly difpofed of all ner domains ; but the con* 
fncatcd cftates and ftarofTics in Poland conftitutc the fuvv^l to '^VCxOa. >;?wt "^xt^^v^. 
er.ipcror h?.s TccnirCc. It need not be mentioned t\\At ?l ^o^vA^xawi oil «a.^jG»S:^-V«^ 
ebcufwd .-oMics ia RufG^ or Poland muft occupy an \mtaetk^<i d\^uQt. 
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a Ruffian autocrate can draw his means^ not to be 
ilruck at the immenfe gifts he beftowed on his coutr 
tiers, and at the fame time difgufted at the little he 
had dedicated to the public, to juftice, to merited 
rewards and true beneficence*. 

The fuddennefs with which Paul feized the reins 
of government, and the terror infpired by his 
known rigor and aftivity, at firft fet at fault the 
dark intrigues of^ knaves and villains, who had 
turned the treafures of the ftate to their own pro- 
fit. The prevention of the fcandalous dilapidati- 
ons of thefe treafures would double the amount; 
and it is to be prefumed, that, everything being 
renewed, the robbers will be obliged^ to fufpend 
their operations for a time ; but when once they are 
acquainted with the emperor s courfe, they will 
regulate their own accordingly ; they will dig othet 
mines, and excavate new drains ; pillage and pre- 
varication will revive, and be reduced to a fyftem 
as before. Theft is a vice inherent in the Ruffian 
government, and fprings from the chara6ler of 
the nation, in which manners, probity and public 
fpirit are wantingf . 

It muft be confefled that, morally fpeaking, the 
people about Paul are better than thofe that were 

♦ All that Paul's talents have enabled him to do for the reft oration of a fort 
of equilibrium bet«reen his receipts and difburfements, is reduced at laft to an ex- 
orbitant txx, which he has juft kid on all the claffes of his flaves. The poll-tax 
of the wretched vaflals has been doubled, and a new tax has been impofed upon 
the noblesy which however the vaiTals rouft ultimately pay. 

f The French author confeflTes, that while he was writing this^ he fcarccly 
cxpe&ed to And the fame infamous conduSt tuum^Vxi^ \uvdLCi^'k,iL'»^%'v.\^iwY 
MotLM ofgoYvimcut, and in a hegkneilxtii) nation. 
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about hit mother, and that he will be more culpable 
than (he if he allow the fame diforders to prevail. 
It is true that Catharine pretended to guide, and 
that Paul, on the contrary, will fufFer himfelf to 
be ledi he would feel himfelf humbled, however, 
in following the advice of a man who wifhed to 
appear better informed than himfelf. The perfon 
who has more immediate influence on his a6libns 
than his minifters, or even his miftrefs will ever 
have, is a valet'de-chambre, by birth a Turk, made 
a flave in his infancy, and brought up in his houfe. 
To this Turk, named Ivan Pavlovitch, the generals 
and great men are eager to pay their court, as the 
real fountain of Paul's private favour. Love is the 
ftrongeft and moft excufable of paflions ; its excefTes 
and abufes, therefore, appear lefs odious, and the 
reign of favourites, or of miftrefles, will never 
be fo humiliating as that of valets. Befide their 
bad education, which gives rife to a juft prejudice 
againft them, the influence a prince allows them 
has always fomething mean and repulfive, and fa- 
vours Wrongly of the water-clofet*. 

* This Ivan Pavlovitch is at prcfent couiifcHor cf ftate, and has the title of 
excellency. Many lackey*, hof, or kammer-fouriers, geutleinen of the 
bed-chamber, are every day rifing to the highetr pofts. Thus extremes meet 
each other : the Mutcovite licentioufncfs leads r.j that tquality of rights which it 
confiders with horror: but here it is a real calamity. A great Ruilian lord wa« 
accuflomcd to hold out his hand familiarly to every fcuilion or (hoe-blacl^ that 
he met at court, ftiling them bratt, or bAtiouschka, brother or father. A 
gentleman exprdling furprife at this familiarity, the lordfaid, '* It is from policy, 
" Sir; between this and to-moirow, thefe fellows may become my colleagues." 
Such is Ruffian equality; it is that of Tarquin cutting off the heads of his tallcft 
• poppicf, or of a fultan creating his water-carrier prime vifier. 
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HAS PAUL REASON TO FEAR TUr. FATE Of rLTHRIII. 

Piirallrl between l';iul and his falhrr.... Piyirra^t of fi.e rrigninf rmpicf*.. ..Ti,^ 

grand-diike Alcxand'.r The giand-duki- C'.nft.intin* ZuVof.... N. Srjti- 

kofp... Markof.....Aikatof.....Rcpnin fuvaiof, and \ aierian Zusof ....7r: its 

of the character nf Paul, and liis j^rincipn) couiticrs or mini«nero Hi<; per- 

trait Anecdotes of his tondufl when grjiid-dukc. 



x AUL, in his mode of life when grand-duke, and 
his conduft fince his acceffion, fo ftrongly rcfcin- 
bles his father, that changing names and dates, 
the hiftory of the one might be taken forthehifto- 
ry of the other. Both were educated in a pcrfc<5l 
ignorance of bufinefs, and refided at a diftance 
from court, where they were treated as prifoncrs of 
ftate rather tlwn heirs to the crown ; and when- 
ever they prefented tl;emfclvcs, appeared as aliens 
atid ftrangers, having no concern with the royal 
family. The aunt of the father (Elizabeth) hfted 
precifely as the mother of the Ton has done fince. 
The endeavours of each were dircftcd to prolong 
their infancy and to perpetuate the feeblcnefs of 
their minds. The young princes were both dlftin- 
guiflicd Zypcrfonal vivacity and u\cr\taliufc;\fibUi- 
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ty, by an a6tivity which, untrained and neglefted, 
degenerated into turbulence: the father was funk 
in debauchery; the fon, loft in the inoft infignificant 
trifles. An unconquerable averfion to ftudy and 
refleftion gave to both that infatuated tafte for mi- 
litary parade, which would probably have difplayed 
itfelf lefs forcibly in Paul had he been a witnefs of 
the ridicule they attached to Peter*. The education 
of Paul, however, was much more attended to than 
triat of his father. He was furrounded in infancy by 
pcrfons of merit, and his youth promifed a capaci- 
ty of no ordinary kindf. It is even thought, that 
t!ie fingularities which he hasfince contraifted are 
to be afcribed rather to the modes of life which he 
has in a manner been obliged to adopt, than to the 
natural faults of his difpofition. It muft alfo be 



* A fingularoppofitjon may commonly beobfervcd between father and fon, 
if any iiriking feature exift in their charadters. A wcll-difpoled fon will frc- 
t|ucnt]y poffefs that virtue which is dircftly oppofitc to his father's vice, parti- 
cularly if he have fecn its folly, or fallen its vidim, I could adduce private in- 
ftances particularly intercfting to my felf ; but thofc of three or four fucceflive kings 
of Prufiia will make moic imprelTion on the public. Frederick I. was as remark- 
able for his pulitcncfi and magnificence as his fon fur His roughncfs and parii- 
mony. The gteat king of Piuilia avoided both extremes. The grandfather pro- 
tc<5lcd ind honored the fcienccs olientatioufly j the fon perfecutcd them, and en- 
deavored to render them ontcmptiblc. The g;andfon chcrilhed them, and culti- 
vated rhem himfelf. The firll was a rcyal courtier ; the fccond a royal corporal; 
the third a royal hero. This cgntraft between father and fon has not been obferva- 
blcff)r 2 loiig time in Pufiia, as one has not bcrn the other's (ucccflbr; but it is 
now about to appear in a very IhiUing manner. Catharine and Paul are the two 
extrtrrcf, and the j^iand-duke Alexander proniillei fair to be at forac futtu-^ day the 
liajpy mean between both. 

•h Louis XIV. and Tre.^.cric the Great, loaded with favors andjionjrs tholf 
who had fupcrinterdtd their eHucstion. The aged I'pinus, Paul's tutor, isthieat- 
ci:cd with the fate of Scnr ca and Buiihu*. That of coUnel la Harpe and rj,i.jo\- 
MclTon, who were tutors l.. hi: f<Mi, would be fVd' Jcfs mild, flioulJ they u'.l 
again into th^- h.nid'- vf P^ul 
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allowed, that he is exempt from many of the vices 
which difgraced Peter : temperance and regularity 
of manners are prominent features of his character ; 
features the more commendable, as they are rarely to 
be found in a Ruffian autocrate. To the fame caufe, 
education, and his knowledge of the language and 
chara6ter of the nation. Is it owing that he differs 
from his father in other valuable qualities. If he 
has the wifdom to profit by thefe axfvantages, he 
will not fall into the fame errors and misfortunes. 

The fimilarity which, in feme inftances, has 
marked their condidfl towards their wives, is ftill 
more ftriking ; and in their amours, a Angular co- 
incidence of tafte is obfervable. Catharine and 
Mary were the mofl: beautiful women of the court, 
yet both failed to gain the affe6lions of their huf- 
bands. Catharine had an ambitious foul, a culti- 
vated mind, and the moft amiable and polifhed 
manners. In a man however whofe attachments 
were confined to foldiers, to the pleafures of the 
bottle, and the fumes of tobacco, Ihe excited no 
other fentiment than difguft and averfion. He was 
fmitten with an object Icfs refpcilable, and lefs 
difficult to pleafe. The countefs Vorontzof, fat, 
ugly in her perfon, ami vulgar in her manners, 
was more fuitable to his depraved military tafte, 
and fhe becauic his niifners*. 

In like manner Ihe icgular beauty of Mary, 
the unalterable fweetuerLs of her difpofition, Iier 

* She got drunk with him, and fwox*- WVo. *\vocn-^c^-. \^vt.^<\\i:m\t^^ v^5i. ^^-jx 
U'hen&e wms fajkii*^. 
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unwearied com plaifance, herdocilityasa wife, and 
her tendernefs as a mother, have not been fuflSci- 
ent to prevent Paul from attaching himfelf to Mifs 
Nelidof, whole difpofition and qualities better ac- 
cord with his own. She is ugly and diminutive; 
but feems dcfirous, by her wit and addrefs, to 
compenfate forthedifadvantages of her perfon: for 
a women to be in love with Paul, it is neceflary 
(he Ihould refemble him*. 

On their acceffion to the throne, neither the 
father nor the fon were favorites either of the court 
or the nation, yet both acquired immediate popu- 
larity and favor. The firft fteps of Paul appeared 
to be directed, but improved, by thofe of Peter. 
The liberation of Kofciufzko and other prifoners 
brought to public recoUeftion the recal of Biren, 
Munich, and Leftocq, with this difference, that 
Peter III. did not difgracc thefe afts of clemency 
and juftice, by ridiculous violences, or by odious 
and groundlefs perfecutions. Both ifliied ukafes 
extremely favourable to the nobility, but from 
motives eflentially different, and little to the ho- 
nor of the fon. The father granted to the Ruffian 
gentry thofe natural rights which every man 
ought to enjoy ; while the objeft of the fon was 
merely to revive thofe diftindlions which in the 
prefent day are become obfolete and ridiculous in 

* He has lately proved fickle, Mifs Nelidof, who lived on tolerable terms 
with the emprcfi, is dilmtffed, and a young lady of the name of Lapukhin is the 
tavorite. 

u 
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the eyes of many*. In the conduft which he has 
obferved towards the clergy, Paul, however ha» 
(hewn himfelf a fuperlor politician : inftead of in- 
fulling the priefis, and obliging them to (have their 
beards, he has bellowed the orders of the empire 
on the biftiops, to put them on a footing with the 
nobility, and flattered the populace and priefthood 
by founding churches, by pretended infpirationf* 

* Paul has now takea it into his head to create an heraldic nobility in Ruifitl 
formerly this gothio inftitution was unknown there. The i^ai Fcdoi cvv.«a ^rAaxd 
the patents, of which fome families would have availed thcmfelves,tobe burned. 
Hsve the Ruffians but now reached the twelfth century ? They weie the only na- 
tion in Europe^ who^ in their rapid progrefs to civilifationy bounded over this 
folly. 

f A foldier in the guards having Aood fentry at a door of the fummer palactf 
(an old wooden houfe in which Elizabeth refided), went to his captain^ pretend- 
ing he had a fecret to comrpunicate. He informed him that while he was on duty, 
be faw a light in the uninhabited appartments of the palace, and prefentJy fonK 
perfon knocked at the door at which he flood, and called him by name. He ha< 
the courage to look through the chinks in the door, and there beheld St. Michael. 
The faint ordered him to go to theemperor, and tell him that he mull build him 
a church on that fpot. In confequence, the foldier begged him to fpeak tuthe cm- 
peror, or be muft take the liberty to do it himfelf, in obedience to his miflion. 
The officer treated the vifionary as a madman, and he fent him about his bufi- 
nefs ; he, however mentioned the adventure to the major, who thought proper 
to relate it to Paul. The foldier was called, and ordered to repeat the account of 
his vifion. The emperor told him, that St. Michael fhould be obeyed, for he had 
already been infpircd with the defign of building him a church, and had even the 
plan prepaired. On this he fent for the model of a church, which he had ready 
in his clofct. Docs not this found like a legend ? yet this farce took place at the 
court of RufTia in the month of December 1796, and the author was in part, a 
witnefs to it. The palace is pulling down, and a church and a new palace are 

begun, dedicated to monfeigneur Mich3el.....Gofpodipomiloi(i) ! The miracle 

is unfolded, when it is known that a coufin of the foldier was one of Paul's 
valet<-de-chambre ; and that th-J foldier, by way of recompcnce, was promoted 
to the fame poft. We may expcdt foon to fee him counfcllor of flatc. 

(i) The ufual exclamation which the RufUans make, crofiing themfelves at 
the fame time, when they fee any thing extraordinary. It is one of the burdens 
vf the litanies, << Lord have mercy '" 
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In his military operations, however hi» policy 
appears to have abandoned him, becaufe here he 
gave the reins to his ruling paflion. The quick and 
total change of difcipline he has introduced in his 
armies has created him nearly as many enemies as 
there are officers and foldiers. The preference he 
gives to the the old Germans in his fervice may 
prove as fatal to him as it did to his father. In the 
diftruft and fuipicions which inceflantly haunt him, 
his inferiority to his father is alfo evident. One of 
the firft aifts of Peter III. Was to^abolifh the poli- 
tical inquifition eftablillied by Elizabeth; whereat 
Paul has profecuted no fcheme with greater ala- 
crity than that of eftablilhing a fyftem of fpies, and 
deviiing means for the encouragement of inform- 
ers. The blind confidence of the father was his 
ruin, but it flowed from a humanity of difpolition 
always refpeftable. The diftruft of the fon may 
not fave him ; it is the oflTspring of a timorous 
mind, which by its fufpidions is more apt to pro- 
voke than to elude treafon. 

. From the conformity of chasa^ter obfervable, 
in fo many particulars, in thefe two princes, we 
might be led to conclude that the cataftrophe of 
one will be that of the other; but this feems at 
prefent not at all probable ; for, ftriking as is the 
refemblance between Peter and Paul, the perfons 
who compofe their courts, and the circumftance* 
of the times, are no lefs ftrikingly different. 

In the firft place, the chara6ler of Mary, as a 
wife, is wholly oppofite to that oiCaScvMvaft. ^h^wX- 
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nefs of difpofition is her chief charafteriftic. Her 
mildnefs, patience, and modefty, have been fevcre- 
ly proved by the moft rigorous and whimlical treat- 
ment; and, perhaps, by the perfevering exercifc 
of thefe qualities, fhe may in the end triumph. Her 
time is employed iaa fuccefBon of duties and occu. 
pations fuitable to her ffx and her dignity. The 
education of her children, from whom (he has too 
long been relu6lantly feparated, is at prefent a 
fource of happinels to her. Her attention to her 
hufband has enaj^led her to endure fatigues and 
exercifes the leaft fuitable to her fex and her cha- 
ra6ter. How often has (he been feen to attend him 
on horfeback, at the wearifome reviews of Gatfliina 
and Pavlofsky ? Though exhaufted with heat and 
fatigue, fometimes drenched with rain, or covered 
with fnow, (he has ftill, by her fmiles, exprefled her 
acquiefcence*. She is, perhaps, more careful of 

* He frequently pofted the grand-duchcis on a height, to ferve as a mark or 
jioint of attack, to his troops, while he defended the approaches. One day, I re- 
member, he placed her thus in the ruinous balcony of an old wooden* maniion, 
round which he dilpofed his troops for defence. One party of troops he had given 
to major Lindcner, with orders to make the attack according to his own plan^ 
This plan was to eftablifh the reputation of the major, and Paul prepared for the 
moft able refiftance. The princefs, meanwhile, remained fixed on the tower, cx- 
pofed to a heavy rain. Paul haftened to every point where he expeded the enemy, 
and pranced about amid the rain as proudly as Charles XII. in a (hower of maC 
ket-balls. One hour palTcd after another ; the rain redoubled its violence, and no 
enemy appeared. Paul, entertaining a high opinion of his Pruffian,prefumed that 
he had made a ikilful march behind the wood, to furprife him more eflfeftually. 
Accordingly he vifited, changed, and reinforced his advanced pofts every moment, 
and fent out parties to reconnoitre and fcour the country. Frequently a noble im- 
patience getting the better of him or his horfe, he gallopped a confiderable -way to 
meet the enemy, with whofe tardincfs he began to be diiTatisfied. Prefently his 
impatience was changed into rage and vexation. Lindencr had taken the field early^ 
and made a long round through the cftate of Soltikof, to arrivfc at the village : but 
he had gotten his column entangled among the hedges and gardens, which threw 
it into confufion, and he knew not how to march out, while he had not room to 
farm bis iinc. The aides-dft-caxnp, 5»bo wmt (torn Paul cveiy moment to order 



Court op Petersburg, 149 

her time, and dedicates it to more ufeful purpofcs, 
than any lady in Ruflia. Muiic^ painting, etching, 
embroidery, are the arts in which (he excels, and 
which have alleviated the folitude in which (he 
lived. Reading and ftudy are with her not fo much 
a bufinefs as a recreation ; and the management of 
domeftic affairs, and the di(tribut1on of charities, 
ferve happily to occupy her hours. Tall, well 
made, and ftill in the prime of life, (he is rather 
handfome than pretty ; (he has more majefty than 
grace, and lefs wit than fentiment. She is a duti- 
ful daughter and an afFeftionate (ifter, as well as a 
faithful wife and an excellent mother. Far from 
forgetting her country and her relations, the fplen- 
dor which furrounds her, and the diftance which 
feparates them, ferve but to increafe the warnith of 
her affeftion and the vividnefs of her remembrance. 
Her numerous relations are always in her mind ; 
her correfpondence with them occupies many hours 
of tranquil happinefs, and her felicity is doubled by 
making thofe whom (he loves partakers of it. She 
has not, like the ambitious Catharine, flattered the 
RuflSans by adopting their manners, their lan- 
guage, and their prejudices: (he has not attempted 
to gain the cfteem of this nation by defpiiing her 

him to make hafte, completely confiifed his mind ; and he could find no refource 
but to pretend he was feized with a violent colicy haAenhome, and. leave his troops 
to themfelves. Paul, enraged at having made fuch an excellent difpoiition of hit 
forces in vam, fpurred on his horfe as hard as he could gallop to the palace^ there 
to digeft his rage; leaving his wife, his army^ and thofe whom he had invited to 
fee this f<imous manceuvrej wet to the ikin. They had waited from five in the 
morning till one in the afteraoon; and much in this manner did Mary fpend all her 
mornmgsy with one or two young ladies at moft ; one of whom too was P9uL'« 
favouritC| xai received all the itteatioD of bin »nd Vku cvx(Cv«c%. 
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own, and blufhing at her origin; but has made 
hcrfelf beloved for her goodnefs^ and refpe6led for 
her virtues*. We might, perhaps, grieve for her 
as a wife, were it not that the attachment of her 
charming family ought to be a fource of fufficient 
happinefs to her, and Ruflia may not improbably 
one day be indebted to her for national content. 
Her fruitfulnefs enfures a more tranquil and nar 
tural fuccelTor, and the generous blood which (he 
has tranfmuted into the branch of Holftein will mi- 
tigate, perhaps, the barbarity which it derives from 
the houfe of Romanoff. 

It appears from this Iketch, that Paul would 
have nothing to apprehend from the emprefs, even 
though the love of the nation for her, and its aver- 
(ion to him, were to increafe. The guards and the 
people would in vain entreat Mary to afceRd her 
hulband's throne ; (he would reje6l with horror the 
invitation. Paul, however, never treated her with 
becoming refpeft till he became emperor J. The 

* Nothing can be more aftonilhing than that fuch a man as Mirabeau could 
relate, in his Secret Corrcfpondcncc, fuch a filly anecdote of the grand-duchcfs of 
Ruifia. The young man, who is rcprefented as the hero and relater of the fh)ry> 
vas affarcdly never in the company of that princefs, or even at the court of Ruiia i 
and there is no truth in the fccnery of this adventure, which would appear flat, ri- 
diculous, and unworthy notice, had it not been related by Mirabeau. 

f What I fay df this princefs is the homage of truth: (he well knows, md 
I more ftrongly feel, it cannot be that of gratitude. It muft be confefled too, that 
her good qualities are fingularly obfcured by a petty vanity, which makes her think 
and aft like a pcrfon railed from a loW ftatioo. The princefs Dorothy of Wirtcm- 
berg, become Mary of Holftein-Romanof, might difpenfe with this gothic baugh- 
tincfs ; for her children, though grand-dukes, are dilquali6ed by their paternal de- 
fccnt for admiflion to a chaptrr in Germany. 

J This period was foon at an end. I am informed, that Mary was put under 
arreft for twelve hours, for having given one of her women fome trifling order 
which Paul did not approve. It appears that this warlike emperor condudts cvcry- 
rhi'jff in a military flylc, even in his V^cd-c\v^m^«x. 
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court then faw with aftonifhment this hufband^ 
hitherto fo harfh and uncouth^ change at once his 
conduct towards her. On his acceffion, he granted 
her the fum of five hundred thoufand rubles 
(50,000/.) for her private expenfes, promifing her 
at the fame time a more ample provifion *. He fo- 
licited the return of Mrs. Benkendorf^ whom he 
had fome years before difmiiled from the fervice of 
his wife with circtimftances of great indignity. To 
furnifli Mary with occupations fuitable to the bene- 
vol'ence of her difpofition and her fex, he appointed 
her fuperior of the convent of young ladies. In 
ftiort, he treated her with the refpe6t and attention 
he ought always to have (hewn her. A condu6l, fo 
unexpetfted from Paul, caufed great fenfations. 
Various motives have been affigned for this change : 
but whatever may be the true caufe, this at leaft is 
certain, that in his treatment of his wife, Paul wifely 
differs from his father, who, after his acceflionto the 
throne, behaved to Catharine with the fame negleft 
and difrefpe<5t as before |. 

We have already feen, that Catharine was pre- 
vented by death from the execution of another de- 
fign, which would have proved more fatal to Paul, 
-but that the youth and natural good difpofition of 
his eldefl Ion defeated it; who, by the purity of his 

* As grand'duchefs, fiie had only 6O|0C0 rubles (6000I.) a year; and with 
this fum was more geacrouS| and did more good, than at prefect. 

f It muCt be Gonfefl*ed, however, that Catharine, whofe amours with Stani- 
flaus Poniaiofsky were a fcandal to the whole court, gave her hufband ftrong rea- 
sons for ill treating hcT J and thnt the condmftof Mwv i^Xuc^Tvi^^V^Wt^ 
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morals and his perfonal charms^ infpires a highde. 
gree of admiration. That ideal character which 
enchants us in Telemachus is almoft realized in 
him. He may be reproached^ too, with the fame 
faults which Fenelon has beftowed on his imagi^ 
nary pupil'*'; but thefe are, perhaps^ not fo much 
faults as the abfence of certain qualities not yet de« 
veloped in him, or which have been ftifled in hi# 
heart by the miferable companions which have been 
allotted him. He inherits from Catharine magna- 
nimity of fentiment and an unalterable equality of 
temper; a mind juft and penetrating, and uncom** 
mon difcretion ; with the alloy, however, of a cau^ 
tious difpofition, a circumfpe6tion unfuitable to his 
age, and which might be taken for diffimulation, 
did it not evidently proceed rather from the deli-, 
cate ficuation in which he was placed between his 
father and grandmother, than from his heart, which 
is naturally frank and ingenuous. He poflefTes his 
mother's ftature and beauty, as well as her mildnefs 
and benevolence, while in none of his features does 
he refcmble his father. Paul, cdnje6luring the in- 
tentions of Catharine in favour of this fon, has al- 
ways felt coldly towards him ; at the fame time 
he difcovers in him no refemblance of charafler, 
and no conformity of tafte with himfelf ; for Alex^ 
ander appears to do what his father requires of him^ 
from a principle of filial duty rather than compli- 
ance with his own inclinations. His humanity has 

* « With a noble and well-difpofed heart, he appeared neither obliging nor 
<< fenftbleto friendlhip, nor grateful for the pains taken on hit account: neither 
<( was he prompt to acknowledge. merit," &c.—- Tclemacbus, book xvi. 
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acquired him the hearts of the ibldiers^ hin good 
fenfe the admiration of the ofifcers; he is the con- 
fiant mediator between the emperor and thofe un« 
happy perfbns whoj by fome trifling negleA^ may 
provoke his anger. He requires not the dignity of 
grand -duke of Ruffia to infpire (entiments of love 
and intereft ; nature has richly endowed him with 
the moft amiable qualities, and hischara6terof heir 
to the greatcfft empire in the world, cannot render 
them indifferent to humanity. Heavenj perhaps, 
deftines him to render thirty millions of people 
more free than they are at prefentj and more wor* 
thy of being fo. 

His character, however, though amiable, is paf- 
iive. He wants the courage and confidence to dif- 
cover the man of merit, always modeft and unob* 
trufive ; and it is to be feared, that the moft impor- 
tunate and impudent, who are generally the moft 
ignorant and vicious, will find little difficulty in 
procuring accefs to him. Yielding too eafily to 
the impulfes of others, he does not fufficiently con- 
fult his own heart and underflanding. He appears 
to have lofl his relifh for inftruftion, in lofing his 
maflers, and efpecially colonel la Harpe, his firft 
preceptor, to whom he owes all the knowledge 
he has acquired. A too premature marriage has 
contributed to diminifh his energy ; and it is pro- 
bable that, notwithflanding his good qualities, he 
will become in time the dupe of his courtiers, and 
even of fiis valets. 

X 
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After this account of his charafter, it cannot be 
fuppofed that be will ever undertlike of himfelf the 
odious proje6l with which Catharine wilhed to in* 
fpire him. However, during the laft illnefs of the 
emprefs^ and for feveral days after her death, he 
was detained near the perfon of his father with 
marks of tendernefs, but not without iymptoms of 
fufpicion. Scarcely was he flowed an hour in the 
day to vifit his young duchefs. The 'emperor fur* 
rounded him with officers on whom he thought he 
could relyj and removed from their places all thole 
who were not his creatures and fpies : he took from 
him his own regiment to give him another, and ap- 
pointed him military governour of Peterlburg, 
naming at the fame time, for his alQftant or guar- 
dian, the ferocious Araktfchfeief. The revenue of 
the young prince, which hitherto had not exceeded 
thirty thoufand rubles* (3000/.) was increafed to 
two hundred (20,000/.); and his father, by era- 
ploying him in many trifling concerns, which de- 
tained him about his perfon nearly the whole day 
long, was manifeftly defirous of watching over him 
himfelf. It is inlpoffible not to praife the emperor 
for having thus attached to himfelf, by means fo 
mild and natural, theobjeiSlof hisunjuft fufpicions; 
and we are pleafed with thefe marks of afFeilion for 



♦ The great, the generous Catharine^ whofe magnificence aftoniflied the uni- 
vcrfc, and who gave rubles by inilJions to her favouiites, left her fon and grandfoB 
in \r»nt of DecefTaries. Thirty thoufand rubles in paper for a grand-duke of all the 
Rufiiasl equal to fixty thoufand livres French moiley (2500).) Sometimes they 
were given in gold or filver : but they who had the management of the revenues of 
the young princes, took care to play the ufurer, fo th^t in their hands they were 
diminiSkcd nearly half. 
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his children, to whom for fifteen years he never 
felt the refolution to give the leaft proof of his re- 
gard *. 

The vulgar, who in general judge from the 
moft deceitful appearances, perceiving in the 
grand-duke Alexander a referve and circumfpec- 
tion of condu6l, which they miftookfor pride, were 
at firft charmed with his younger brother Confian- 
tine. This prince does not pofTefs the advantage 
of fb agreeable and prepoileiBng a perfon as his 
brother ; grimace ferves him for wit, and buffoonery 
procures him popularity. He exhibits more than 
one trait of refemblance to the unhappy tzarovitch 
Alexis, efpecially in his averfion for the fciences^ 
and the rudenefs of his manners. He poffefled, 
however, the germs of a found heart and under- 
ftanding, which his firft matters neglected to culti- 
vate, and which colonel la Harpe attempted in vaia 
to improve, by extirpating the weeds that checked 
their growth. It will be happy for Conftantine, 
when he arrives at an age of more difcretion^ fhoulJ 
he revive and cultivate them himfelf. 

In other refpcfts, he is a fon worthy of his fa- 
ther; the fame eccentricities^ the fame feverity, 
and the fame turbulence, diftinguifh hims but he 
will never pofTefs the information which his father 

* I am informed that the {rand-duke Alexander has juft been placed hy Paul 
in the office of Be0>orodkoy as Frederic the Great was by his officer in the office of 
qoe of the Pruffian minifters, to perform the funftions of a fimple clerlL. Whether 
it be to procure him iiiftru£lion| or to humble and punKh him, the youn( ^Uvs^ 
will be one day the better for it« 
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had acquired, nor his capacity, though he promifeB 
in time to equal, and even to furpafs him, in the 
art of manoeuvring a dozen automatons. Can it 
be believed, that a prince of feventeen, lively and 
vigorous, would on the morning after his marriage 
to a young and beautiful woman, leave his bride 
at five o'clock to manoeuvre in the court of his 
palace a couple of foldiers, who were placed there 
fts centinels, and upon whom he indited at th^ 
fame time repeated ftrokes of his cane? Yet fuch 
Was the condu6t of the grand-duke Conftantine. 
I know not whether this military mania promifesa 
good general, but fure I am that it is a proof of a 
bad hulband*. 

Paul, though he found in his own family no 
caufe to fear the misfortunes of his father, or any 
attempt dangerous to his tranquility, had not 
equal reafon to be fatisfied on the part of the no- 
bility. It is certain that he was difliked by theiA 
all, and for ten years was a fubje6l of ridicule at 
the court of his mother: but Potemkin was no 



* Some time before his marriage, he ha4 a detachment of ioldicrs given him 
for his amufement. After having tormented theic poor wretches for feme months, 
he went fo far as to cane the major who commanded them. The major had the 
courage to complain to count Soltikof, and the favorite rebted the (tory to the 
cmprefs. She ordered her grandfon under arrcft, and took from him bis foldicrs, 
who were not returned to him till after his marriage. 

Many other ftorics might be told of this young prince, but it would be only 
repeating the the vulgar tricks of a boy without education. His grandmother per- 
ceived it too late to remedy it. In his childhood he bit and ftruck his matters ; 
now he ftrikes the oflScers at their exercife, and knockf out the teeth of the poor 
faWiers The king of Sweden being with all the court at a ball given by Samoi- 

lof, be faid to him, " Do you know io wkoie houfe you are? That of 

,f^ th€grejite& w......^in Pfetcrlburg." H'\8 granAmoxta^xxiUmutider arreil. 
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more. A diminutivenefs in viftiieas ip vice^ wa$ 
the charaAeriitic of all who approached the throne ; 
no one poflefled that ftrength of capacity which is 
neceiTary to accompUfli a revolution, and all wanted 
that energy which great crimes demand. Catha^ 
rkie collide with more juftice than the countefs of 
Muralt, have beftowed on her niinifters the epithet; 
which (he gave to her wits*. A flight iketch of each 
of thefe peribnages will be fufficient to prove the 
truth of what I have advanced. 

Count and prince Zubof^ the laft favorite of 
Catharine, was thirty years of age and upwards. 
He was far from poiTefling the genius and ambition 
of Orlof and Potemkin, though in the end he 
united in his perfon more power and credit than 
thefe celebrated favorites had ever enjoyed. Potem* 
kin was indebted for his elevation almoft Iblely to 
himfelf. Zubof owed his to the infirmities of Ca- 
tharine. He increafed in power, in riches, and in 
credit, becaufe the aftivity of Chatharine was di- 
miniflied*^ her vigor abated, and herunderftanding 
impaired. During the laft years of her life, this 
young man found himfelf literally emperor of all 
the Ruffias. He had the folly to wifli, or to appear, 
to dire6l everything ; but, having no knowledge 
of the routine of affairs, he was obliged to reply, 
to thofe who aflied him for inftru<5lions, Sdelaite kak 
pregede, " Db as before." Nothing equalled his 
haughtinefs but the fervility of thofe who ftrove to 
proftrate themfelves before him ; and it muft be ac- 

* It i§ irdl known that (he caWtd tVitia \.ii% t^'u^^'lv. ' 
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knowledged^ that the meanners of the Ruffian cour- 
tiers has always furpafTed the impudence of the 
favorites of Catharine. All crouched at the feet 
of Zubdf: he ftood ere6l, and thought himfelf 
great. Every morning a numerous court befieged 
his doors, and filled his antichambers. Veteran 
generals and grandees of the empire did not bluffi 
to carefs his moft iniignificant valets'^. Stretched 
with indecent negligence on a fofa, his little finger 
in his nofe> his eyes vacantly turned towards the 
ceiling, this young man, of a cold and vain phy- 
fiognomy, fcarcely deigned to pay attention to 
thofe who furrounded him. He amufed himfelf 
with the tricks of his ape, which leaped on th^ 
fhoulders of his degraded courties, or cbnverfed 
>yith his buffoon ; while the veterans, under fome 
of whom he had been a ferjeant, the DolgoruHySj 
the Gallitzins, the Soltikofs, and all who are 
diftinguKhed for their exploits or their crimes, 
ftanding around him, waited with profound filencc 
till he condefcended to turn his eyes towards them, 
that they might again proftrate themfelves before 
him* The name of Catharine figured in his con- 
verfation, but he fcarcely deigned to pay the heir 
of the crown that exterior refpeft which the eti- 
quette of the court required; and even Paul was 
forced to humble himfelf before a petty officer 
of the guards, who, but a (hort time before, had 
begged his pardon for having offended one of his 



* Thefe valets have been frequently feen t* beat back the officers and|;cnc* 
rab who crowded round the door«i and prevented thena fmm being ihut. 
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dogs*. To obtain money or favors for his depend- , 
ants, the grand-duke Conftantirie paid him the 
mod affidious court. Meanwhile, none of the 
twelve favorites of Catharine appeared fo poorly 
endowed in perfon and mind asi Zubof. In his 
elevation, he difplayed no genius, no virtues, no 
pafiions, unlefs we account as fuch the vanity and 
avarice which diftinguilhed hirti ; accordingly when 
his power expired, his emptinefs was apparent. The 
immenfe wealth of his family, and the vaft eftates 
extorted by his father from the landholders of his 
provinces, are monuments which he has left of his 
adminiftrationf . The death of the emprefs redu- 
ced him in a moment to theobfcurity from which 
(he had drawn him ; as the ephemeron of a day, 
produced by the fun flutters in his kindly beams, 
but cannot furvive the paffing breeze. Zubof la. 
mented Catharine, as a fon bewails the lofs of his 
mother; and this was the only moment of his life 



* Paul had a dog of which he was fond. This dog, roaming about the palace, 
attempted to f natch a piece of meat from a trumpeter belonging, to the guardt, 
The foldicrgavc him a blow over the head with hit trumpet. The dog ran how- 
ling and bloody to the apartments pf Paul, who was in a rage on hearing the ftory. 
" Ah 1" cried he, " everything belonging to me, everything I love, is an objeft of 
•* perfecution. I have but one dog, and they want to kill it. Let the officer on 
« guard be fent to me, and let him be punifhed 1" The officer on guard at that, 
time was Zubof, who, informed of the rage of the grand-duke, went and threw 
himfelf at thj: feet of Soltikof, his patron, to beg he would go with him and fo- 
licit his pardon. It was with difficulty 3oltikof could obtain it ; for Paul was per- 
fuaded that his dog had been beaten out of hatred to him, and becaufe he was de- 
tefted by the guards. The trumpeter maintained that he did not know to whom 
the dog belonged; and this, Paul took for a fiefh infult, for which he would cer* 
tainly have inflided a fevere punilhment, had it been in his power. 

f Zubof 's father was made a judge; and, to enrich himfelf, he brought up 
all the old cau(es in the court, or made the parties relinquKh them to him, in4 
l^en decided them himfelf, k cadfed them t« be 4«cvdt4 \ii\i\%H^«t« 
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in which he appeared at all interefting. It is alfo 
juft to obferve^ that, mingling with the crowd, he 
difcovered more readily the ftation that was fuita- 
ble to his infigniBcance/ than the courtiers did 
theirs, which ought to have been ftill by his fide. 
They (hewed themfelves yet more bafe than he 
was humbled ; and though for the firft days his 
antichambers were deferted, for a long time after- 
wards, when he appeared at court, the ftupid cour* 
tiers made way for him« and proft rated themfelves 
before him as before a fovereign; fo difficult is it 
for flaves to recover their dignity of manhood! 
We muft do him the farther juftice toacknowledge^ 
that he did not, like a Mentchikof and a Biren, 
people the deferts of Siberia ; though, at the infti- 
gation of Efterhazy and other French emigrants, 
he committed a6ts of great injuAice and inquifito- 
rial violence ; and the calamities of Poland may in 
part he confidered as his work. 

The emperor, who, at the moment of his accef- 
fion, treated him with aftbnilhing refpeft, con- 
firmed him in the moft flattering terms, in all his 
employments; beftowed on his brother the firft 
order of Ruflia, folely for having undertaken a 
journey to Gatfhina ; made him a prefent of one 
of his military uniforms; — the emperor, I fay, 
having meafiired his man, perceived that he had 
nothing to fear from him ; accordingly, the feal 
was fuddenly put on his chancery, and it was the 
grand-duke Conftantine, lately his moft affiduous 
courtier, who executed this commiflion, as officer 
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r>f the police, with all the rudenefs which is natural 
^o him*. His fecretaries were banidied, or driven 
Tom the courtf; his creatures exiled or impri- 
X5ned J; and all the officers of his ftaff^or-of hisfuit, 

* h is to be obr<Tvcd, that Z.ubof, who had all placrs in his hands, and the 
^cr^tarles, who had nil public affairs in theirs, were fent off in four-and-twenty 
nurs, without m:iking ihcm give any account, or defnanding any information. 
The coiifufion this occafioned will appear in the fequel. 

f Th: two moil famous arc Altcfti and Griboflky. The former is a Ragtifan^ 
vhnm the RiiiTian miniltcr Bolkiinof took from a merchant's corapting houfe in 
"lonilantlnoplc fo employ hira in bis office. When war was declared, he came to 
'ctcrfbiirg to folicit cmploynirnt, and got into the ferv ice of Zubof, who was 
jowin J ill favour. lie undcrftood fcvcral languages, and was not deftitutc of 
enlc. He foon became the penman of Zubof, and even of the cmprefs. A 
amphlct, which he wrote in Fivuch againll the king andrevolutioniftsof Poland, 
r.d in which he tre.iteJ the former as a f:i,ft.ionary, the latter as jacobins, fluffing 
c with epithets, lies, (hipiditics, and flattery, eftahlinicd his reputation and his 
:)rtu;ic. This libel was fprcad abroad like a manifeilo. Titles, orders of knight- 
ouJ. and fl.wes, were picfently lavifhed on Akefti. Not contented with thefe 
ifts, he enriched himfclf prodigioully by other means. The Polifll confederates, 
ic governments, the CoflTacs, &c. were eager to purchafe his protection and fcrvices 
y hard ducats. All the affairs of Poland were in his liands, and on him depended 
calth, liberty, and life j for he made out the lifts of the piofcribed. He gre'.«r 
ncommonly haughty and impudent; but an impertinent trick he played co'int 
Wdowin, who had the courage to compUin of it, at length ruined him. Mc had 
derst.) retire to hi icftatfs ; bat Zubof had obtained his iccal, and he was on the point 
r le-cntering into office j few days before the death of Catharine. One of the 
. il ordw-rs of Paul was an injundtion to him to depart in t wcnty-four hours, AI- 
:lli h?.s ralcnts, but is ungrateful: he occafioned the difgrace of Bolkunof, his 
;ll bene fa fl jr. 

Giib:)*'ilLy, the otiicr iccrctary, was a RufTnn. Hehnvl not the underftand- 
n^ of his coilc-Hf ue, but pcihsps a better heart, and acquijed nearly equal in- 
lu!.nic. He was the fon of a clergyman, and beg^an his career as a copyift ia 
le office of PvCcm kin. In lefs than two years, under Zubof, he attained the Ank 
f colonel, and liis Jux-.iiv and exp-.Tifivc mode of living a(l:^nilhed and difgufted 
1 Perc-lLuig. The finL-f: ladies admired his perfon, and he was flattered by the 
•ca"e:l lords. He kepr a band of nufic, l)uffoons, minicfics, and horfcs. In the 
iring h-c gave fuppcrs, with dcfT.rts of fiuit not to be feen nt the emprefs's talkie; 
vl I was pr^fcnr .■'l ?.\\ cntcrtninment where e\ cry one paid his (hot, the dcfllrt 
rw'.ilch, fumifieJ by hi.r., v.as r-vkoiicd, in confcquence of the fcafon, at five 
:i!'i-:i rubles C'iO'.) 

J. Amoojj o:'iC:, Iv^p'?f, a yo-ng man, who would h?ve dcfcrvcd a better fitc 
: 1 his h-^Ail K;..'n z\'.i i' to Si^ hcaJ : he was "accused of having faid to one of his' 
.■n.ls,\y'i .^11 he HKM in P-ijl's new unif jr-n, *•' GyvjJ m,>ininj; what, you are 
• --.i..^ toa n^'■^'■i".rradc:" 

Y 
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upwards of two hundred in number were obliged 
to join immediately their refpedive corps^ or give 
in their refignation. To remove him with lefs in- 
dignity frojn the palace, a large manfion was given 
him as a prefent, and all hisoffices were then with- 
drawn. ^ He did not himfelf give in his refignation 
of thirty different employments till in reality he 
no longer held them. The emperor created Ni- 
cholas Soltikof field marCbal, and reftored to his 
office the adminiftration of military affairs, which 
had been taken from it by Zubof. It was then 
that the diforders and abufes which pervaded h e 
fervice were difcovered. The favourite, who, to 
enrich himfelf, carried on a war in Perfia, the con- 
du6ling of which was entrufted to his brother*, 
had not condefcended to fubmit to the college of 
war the ordinary reports; and the troops which he 
had njarched towards Gallicia w.ere equally neg- 
lefted; fo that, when it became necelTary to niake 
a new arrangement of the army, it was not known 
where the greater part of the regiments were, and 
ftill lefs in what condition they would be found. 
Officers, who had to rejoin the corps, knew not to 
what quarter of the world they (hould fet off to find 
them, and in vain attended the officers to obtain 
the necefTary informationf. 

* At the emprefs's table, during the vlfit of the king of Sweden, the oonvcr- 
fAtion turned on fome news juft brought by a courier. " It is but a trifle,** faid 
Zubof to a Swede; '<nny brother fends us word, that he has gained a battle, and 
'* conquered a province ; that is nothing new." 

f This was frequently the cafe in Rul&a; but the following will excite 
more aftoniOiment. A Freochman, the chevalier Roger, having folicited count 
Soltikof, through thotncdium of major M * *, to give him the poft of command- 
ant of foiAc remote place, as he wi(hed.for fuch a retirement, where he migl.t live 
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A few weeks after, Zubof obtained perniiffion, 
or rather received orders to quit RufGa. Like all 
his predeceffbrs, he went into Germany to exhibit 
the brilliants, the orders, and the portraits which 
he had received from Catharine: but of all the gifts 
of his old miftrefs, the rubles are thofe which he 
has ufed with molt difcretion. After having taken 
with him a girl difguifed as a velet, he fell in love 
at Tceplitz with a pretty emigrant of the name of 
Roche- Aimon: but he there foon became ac- 
quainted with the young princefles of Courland, 
who, with the graces and beauty tWey inherit from 
their mother, and theimmenfe fortunes which their 
father will leave them, are the moft defirable heir- 
elTes in Europe. He endeavoured, accordingly, to 
pay his court to the old duke, whom a little before 
he had attempted*to ftrip of his fovereignty, and 
towards whom he had afleded fo much haughtinefs 
at Peterlburg. The duke exprefled to him his 
refentment and contempt; but Zubof, unaccuf- 
tomed to meet with obftacles, conceived the defign 
of carrying off the eldeft princefs by force. Whe- 
ther, however, the duke complained to the empe- 
ror, or Paul wa^ actuated by other motives, he dif- 
patched an order to Zubof to return to Ruifia; and 

with his wife more cheaply, the miniilergave orders to fee whether any fuch place 
was vacant. Being informed that fort Peter and Paul in the government of Orem- 
burg was without a commandant^ Roger was appointed to the poft, and fet off* 
Some months after^ major M * * received a letter from Roger in the following 
words : " 1 am arrived m the country where my fort waa faid to be ; but judge 
** of my furprife on being informed that it was deftroycd by Pugatflief twenty 
" years ago, and ezift» no longer. Finding myfelf in a defart with my family, 
** without at) afylum, and without refource, I have been obliged to return to 
** OrerAburg." This letter was (hewn to the mimftftt , 'wVva %v<t, %.w(2ik ^sMi^\«^ 
poi>. 
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it is probable that the laft favourite of Catharine 
has, by this time, afted his laft part. 

Count Nicholas Soltikof, field-marlhal, niinifter 
of war, and grand maftcr to the young grand, 
dukes *****^*^^**^*****'^^ * 

Theold vice-chancellor Oftermann, uhom Paul" 
haftened to advance to the poft of chancellor, in 
order to get rid of him, bui^deaed with old age 
and infirmities, no longer appeared at court but as 
a remembrance of paft time?. He was far from 
afting under Catharine the part which his father 
had played under the reign of Anne, and from de- 
ferving the fame difgrace from Paul which his fa- 
ther had merited from Elizabeth. He had the 
. name only of vice-chancellor, and the difpatch of 
fome pafTports which were given him to fign. Di- 
plomatic and foreign affairs were divided in the 
office of Zubof between Belborodko and Markof^ 
who were the a6tual authors of all the miniflerial 
papers; and the firft of whom particularly enjoyed 
an immenfe credit, which even balanced that of 
the favourite. 

Belborodko and Mark of were perfeft con traits 
to each other. The one was awkward, clownilh, 
negligent, diforderly, his ftockings about bis hceis, 
aod had the gait of an elephant; though richly 
habited, he appeared always as if he had drefild 
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hiinfelf at the conclufion oF a debauch, whidh flill 
opprefTedhim with the Ihipidity of drowfinefs: the 
oilier was fo minutely attentive to drefs, that he 
might pafs for the ridiculous marquis of fome of 
our comedies ; and fo abfurdly aflTcfted that he never 
entered a room or bowed but according to the rules 
of a dancing-mafter, never walked but on his toes, 
and never took fnufF without difiilaying the brilli- .^ 
ants which fparkled on his fin^;crs. When ht ^ 
fpoke, too, it was always in the ear of the perfon 
with whom he diicourfed ; his converfation confid- 
ed of mon-mots, his anfwers of points; and the 
fame ftudy and aileftion were perceptible in his 
attempts at wit as in his drefs and manners. 

Belborodko, notwithftanding the depravity of 
his morals, is aftive, and occafionally laborious. 
Advanced from the fituation of clerk in the chan- 
cery to the rank of prime- rainifter*, he is well ac- 
quainted with the routine of affairs, and writes 
with facility; but the negligence and diforder 
which chara6lerife his perfon are equally percepti- 
ble in all the officers under his adminiffration, and 
particularly in the management of pofts, of which 

* At firft a writer in the office of Romanzof, he brcsmc fccretary to Catha- 
rine, and the following is faid to have led the way to his fortune. Having bcc:i 
ordered one day to draw up a ukafe, he forgot it. On her alking for it, Bcfbo- 
Todko, without being difcr.nccrtcd, took from his pocket a Iheec of blank paper, 
in which he began to read, as if it contained the ukafc in qucftion. Catharine, 
fatisficdwith the language, aflced for the paper, thr.t Ihe migiit hgn it, and was 
TT.uch aftonifticd to find it blank. This facility of e?:ttrripor-r.eGUS compoiition 
llruck her; and, far from reproaching the fecict/.ry will, his negligenc- or deceit, 
Ihc made him mini ftcr of ftatc, for knowing ti;e ttylc of a ukafe by heicr^ «.wl 
having had the boldncfs to imnofc it on her. 
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he is dirieftor-general, and which is an office open 
to the infpe^tion of every one*. 

Before his appointment, it was the beft con- 
dufled public inftitution in Rii(Ii«; under his ad- 
miniftration it will foon become the worft. His 
office is a devouring gulph, from which nothing 
returns; and the advantages which principally 
;. diftinguilh hishoufe are the multitude of entrances 
fiiid fecret ftair-cafes by which he contrives to 
efcape^ in quitting, or to (hun, in entering, the 
unhappy expectants, who wait whole days in the 
anticbamberf . It is necelFary to have the clue of 
Ariadne to reach this Minotaur; who withqut 
doubt, would be found at the extremity of his la- 
byrinth, engaged in making ibnie young beauty 
his })rey. 

If the morals of Markof are not edifying, it 
muft be admitted that he does not traverfe the Mei- 
schanskyX like Belborodko. He is attached to a 
tragic aiSrefs oi the name of Hus, who has great 

* Of al) p'^rtsof rhc country-, the eftates of the direOor general of the port-, 
were tho(e were horfcs were never lo be had, aud where travellers were luicto te 
Ux.en iu. 



f Ir is faidthar an attorney, not beinjf able to gtt fiftht orhim, atlenjjib 
contrned to ilip into his cam.ij^e and wait tor him r^e-.e. Jielborodko, ailoti.ihcd 
at the boldnefb or tlie Icliciin-, heard the man's tale, and prom i ted lo make his 
bu(inef^ known to thcem|>rets: but the man would not quit hi* poft, and lemain- 
ed iu the car? ia^e till Belborodko c«)me out ot the palace, that he nii^ht have an 
^lulwer. Report lays it vias n favorable oiic. 

X The name of the quarter of Peteilburg in \(hich girls of the town luoft 

abound. 
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influence over him, and who at lead endeavours to 
be refpeclable in the charadler of mother, which, 
her admirer often fucceeds in conferring upon her*. 
On the talent which is afcribed to thefe two mini- 
fters, of being able, the one to tranflate impromptu 
into Rufs, the other into French', the minifterial 
papers, I fet but little value. All the compofiti- 
ons ! have read of the one or the other, efpecially 
of Markof, have neither been diftinguifhed for • 
elegance of ftyle, nor clearnefs of exprcffion. I 
do not fpeak of logic, the details which they havp 
had to give having been generally too abfurd to 
aflbrt with it. Befides, under Catharine II. Ruffian 
diplomatics did not require fplendid talents. She 
employed two means more perfuafive than either 
argument or eloquence — threats and money, the 
effefls of which are always fear and corruption. 
The prejudice of many parts of Europe, and efpe- 
ciplly of Germany, in favor of Ruffia, is aftonifli- 
ing. One might be led to conclude from it, that 
the cabinet of Peterfburg was compofed of men of 
uperior abilities: the court of Vienna crouches 
beneath its influence, and that of Berlin has not 
yet been able to difmifs its fears and refpc6l, 
Doubtlefs, if the intelligent ftatefmen of Germany 
could have a clear view of thofe men who have 
dazzled them, they would be affiamed of having 
To long miftaken the falfe luftre of a corrupted 

* The emperor, as a refinement of vengeance, foibad la Hns to accompanv 
Markof in his exile: faying, (he belonged to the court, and not to him. Thi 
tragic a^refs, who poflciTss confiderable ulents, had converred !^? Prrrch rbeavr 
into an arift.cracy, over which Ihe prcfid'-J. 
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(hrone for the true radiance of genius, paper for 
inoney, threats for greatncfs, and prefumption for 
ability. 

Befoorodko, who had always worn flioes and 
buckles like Paul, and was alfo extremely rich and 
powerful, was at firft treated with refpedk*. Mar- 
kof, who did not pofTefs thefe advantages to the 
fame degree, was difmifled with indignity, and 
publicly difgraced. He is the fame perfon who 
was formerly fcnt from Holland to Paris, where he 
is ftill remeir.bercd by the appellation of the llupid 
Marker. 

The prefctit count Samoilof, attorney -general 
of the empire, h:ul no other merit to diftinguidi 
him tl^an that of btiing the nephew of Potenikin, 
and bfyring a flight and deceitfi«l refembhmre of 
him. Hir> capacity was unequal to the duties of 
his office, in right of which he was grand-treafurcr 
and pn^fident of the fenate, and of all the courts 
of the empire. It was againft his own inclination 
that he was called from the army to fill thefe civii 
employments. He acknowledged that he did not 
poflefs the neceffary talents; but his deficiency was 
his chief recommendation, for they wanted a paf- 
five agent, who fliould be unable, from want of 
capacity to counteraft the views of Catharine or 
her favorites. It was at his houfe that the infa- 

* He was made a prince, an.i was worthy of being one. He continued 
Paul'.j piinif.-minificr; and it was he who, in ihc name of his malltr, dccl/irrf 
>r3r on trie Frmcb. rfpjiblic; cilin^; as a motivr decree?, which I h"!!?-. ? s\f. 
knjiiii :o ivn-ihlf, IV U now ic?.i. 
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mous inquiiitionj re-aflembled which Ann erefted 
under the name of the Secret Chancery, which 
Peter III. thought it his duty to abolilh, which 
Catharine revived under another form, and the 
worthy members of which Paul carefully difperfes 
in the antichambers of particular houfes. The' 
palace of Samoilofj which is one of the moft ele»- 
gant in Peterfburgj contains leveral prifons for the 
detention of accuied perfonsj where they are fafely 
kept till they can privately be difpofed of. It is 
apparently on this account alone that many con* 
iider it as a public building. In other refpe6ts» 
Samoilof waa infignificant and liipe the afs carrying 
reliques. JPaul^ to reward him for the readitiefs 
with which he caufed the oath of fidelity to be 
taken by the fenate, beftowed on him four thoufand 
peafants under pretence that his mother had already 
promifed them. Some days after he was fuddenly 
removed from his place, and prince Kurakin ap« 
pointed his fucceflbr. 

But the man agdinft whom the blood and teans 
of thoufands of vidlims cried moft loudly for vea* 
geancej he who ought to have fuffered firft beneath 
the axe of juftice, if the fucceflTor of Catharine had 
been endowed with firmnefs, equity, and humity^ 
was Arkarof, governor-general of Peterfburg. 
This man, or rather this favage, had diftinguilh- 
ed himfelf for a long time by a brutality of con- 
duit worthy of an executioner of Attila. He was 
governor of Tver, where he exercifed a f^fevsv ^ 
robber/, the details of whicVv vjQu\d WwCvV^Vwr^tst 

Z 
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and appear incredible, when Catharine, towards 
the end of her life, placed him near her perfon. 
This is the man whom (he judged worthy to be 
the guardian of her crown, when the French revo- 
lution, the Zubofs, the Efterhazys, and perhaps 
her own remorfe, began to fill her with fufpicions 
and terrror. He foon difplayed, in a more exten- 
five field thofe, horrid qualities, which had been the 
fcourge of the provinces of Mofco and Tver. Upon 
the death of Catharine, the fall of Zubof, and 
the acceflion of Paul, the punifh ment of this moft- 
fler u^as expe6led as an event that could not fail to 
take place. Innumerable victims of his tyrannies 
caft themfelves at the feet of Paul, and demanded 
juftice and vengeance* The emperor, however, 
granted no redrefs to complaints of abufe of pow* 
er or oppreffion, but contented hrmfelf with com- 
manding Arkarof to pay fome debts. Of all thofc 
who enjoyed the confidence of the mother, he 
was, by a horrid exception in favor of his talents, 
the only one who obtained the confidence of the 
fon. He was confirmed in all his old, and even 
raifed to new employments. Nevertheleis, the 
complaints of honeft men, and the cries of the 
people, increafed againft him. It is laid, that 
Paul, when on his way to Mofco to be crowned, 
found the road ftrewed with petitions againft his 
new Sejanus*. 

From this account of four or five perfons, who 
held the reins of government at the death of Ca- 

* flc Is now in dirgrace, t\\ovA^V\ nol ?ot Ws tnm^s. 
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t^arine;» it appears that Paul had nothing to ap« 
prehend from them : all of them were rich, their 
fortunes made^ and none of them young. It can- 
not, however, be too carefully obferved, with what 
eagernefs Paul ftill loaded with wealth thefe blood- 
fuckers of the ftate, before he difcarded them. Hi« 
motives are obvious: as foon as he thought he had 
no longer anything to fear from them, hedifgraced 
them* The fudden death of his mother prevented 
any other party from forming at court, and there 
%as no individual at the head of the armies in a 
fituation to undertake anything. The three gene- 
rals in chief, who commanded then the principal 
armies of the empire, were as remote from each 
other, by means of their different manners, views, 
and chara<5lers, as by the immenfe diftance which 
adually feparated them. 

Th€ moft eminent was prince Nicholas Repnin, 
whofe name has fo often refounded through Europe ^ 
conjundly with that of the celebrated Romanzof*, 

* I make no mention, likewife^ of that old warrior, whom the ingratitude of 
Catharine, who was indebted to him for her firft triumphs, will render for ever ce- 
lebrated, no Icfs than his own exploits. He was hirafelf dying at the time of the 
eroprefs's deccafc j and, though he had the command of an army, his debility rcn- 
dcrcd him inaftivc. Paul wore mourning for hira three days, and ordered- all his 
army to do the fame. For twenty years he had left oflFvifiting the court; and> 
whether in retirement or in the camp, led a life as fclfilh as philofophic; for he is 
kfs to he honoured as a huiband or a father, than as a genet al. He parted from his 
wife, and remained as much a l^ranger to his family as la Fontaine. One of his 
fons having finilhed his Itudics, came to the army to him to afk a commiflTion. 

<« Who are you?" faid Romanzof. ** Your fon." "O, very well? you arc 

" grown up, I fee." After a few more queftions eqjually paternal, the young 
man aikcd, where he ihould take up his abode, ^nd what he was to do. '' Why^ 
*' t'j be fure, you arc acquainted with fomc officer or other in th# camp?" faid his 
father. It IS a fa6t no Icfs Angular, that hfs fon, Sev^\v\% ^<ci\awa.^^, \^>axtw\?v^ 
from his embaffy to Sweden, alkcd l^ichoU^ ^\t\V.Q^ ^o\ ^>X\5!X ^^x^^^^TccsBKcAa.-- 
tion to bis father, that he raight be wc\\icct\vcdV>^ VC\Wi. 
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He was, with this veteran warrior, the only gene- 
ral of fignal merit in the armies of Catharine, whole 
appearance and perfon did not exhibit a perfect 
contraft to their reputation. In the laft war but 
one againft the Turks, he afted a brilliant part as 
a general, and difplayed great abilities as a nego* 
tiator at Conftantinople. He was afterwards dif- 
tinguiflied in Poland by as much politenefs as 
haughtinefs. He then fubmitted ignominioufly ta 
the afcendancy of Potemkin, who treated him as a 
refpedable character of paft times. In his old agcf 
he ftill further diminiflied his early reputation by 
an attachment to the myfteries of martinifm and 
the illumines; and we are at a lofs to determine, 
whether it was the humility of a devotee, the bafe- 
nefs of a courtier, or the ftoicifm of a patriotic hero, 
that enabled him to bear the infolence of Potemkin 
and the hatred of Catharine, who, while they avail- 
ed themfelves of his military talents, loaded him 
with infults. He had incurred the hatred of Ca- 
tharine by declaring in favour of Paul, and advifmg 
himtaaffert his rights to the crown, of which his 
mother had only been proclaimed guardian and re- 
gent. In the laft war againft the Turks, Repnin 
afted a very inferiour part, yoking iymfelf volun- 
tarily to the car of Potemkin, left he (hould other- 
wife not be harnefled at all; for he was refolved to 
ferve, though they might be even unwilling to em- 
ploy him. In the antichambers of the favourites 
he proftituted his laurels and his white hairs more 
eagerly than a young officer who had ftill his for- 
tune to make. How different vja^ Re^Tivw Kete to 
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Repnin when ambaflador at Warfaw^ giving audi- 
ence to the king of Poland in his dreffing-gown*^! 
or rather, it was the fame character ; for the haugh- 
tieft perfons will always be found to be the moft 
fervile. 

When Potemkin, however, was detained from 
the camp by the pleafures and feftivities of Peterf- 
burg, as has been already mentioned, Repnin> to 
whom he had left the command of the army during 
his abfence, fo far emancipated himfelf as to negleft 
the order he had received to remain inactive. He 
fuddenly pafled the Danube, and, by a fkilful march, 
furprifed and defeated the grand army of the vifier 
Yufluf, This gallant and fuccefsful adlion revived 
the faded laurels of Repnin, The court refounded 
with his praifes : they compared this bold and de- 
cifive campaign with thofe of Potemkin, who was 
content every winter to attack fome fortrefles, the 
capture of which coft fo much blood, and who had 
never found a Turkifh army to fight with. Roufed 
from his lethargy by this blow, which difgraced 
and threatened him, Potemkin abandoned his 
pleafures, and entered into Moldavia. His inter- 
view with Repnin was a terrible explofion, which 
the conqueror of the Turks fuftained with more 

* One day, the king coming to pay him a viBt, he ran and put on a momiog- 
gown to receive him. After a trifling excafe, and a flight bow, he turned hit back 
to ^he looking-glalf, which was oppoiite Staniflaus, ading in a manner that would 
have difgraced a merry-andrew, and which delicacy forbids me to mention. At 
Riga, he received d'Artois almoft as rudely, pretending not to know him, and 
leaving him alone by the fire. He was piqued at the air of fuperioricy which tbt 
French prince aflumcd, and at his not falutvn^ xYie ^^usd, '«\As^\n^\\CkTOk tivi^2!&as:i 
hojiours. 
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firmnefs than was cxpetfted of him. But he was 
driven from the army, and obliged to acquiefce in 
his difmifTal, for having gained a moft dedfive vie 
tory, and forced the Turks to folicit an ignomini- 
ous peace: fuch was ftilLthe influence of Potemkin, 
and the condefcenfion of the ungrateful Catharine! 
On the death of Potemkin, which happened Ihortly 
after, Repnin repaired to Peterlburg, and degraded 
his old age and his honours in the antichamber of 
Zubof, who, flattered to fee the old warrior in the 
number of his afliduous courtiers, appointed him 
governour general of Livonia. In the confterna- 
tion and rage into which Catharine was thrown by 
the maflacre of the Ruffians in Warfaw, he received 
orders to colleft the regiments of his province, and 
to invade Poland. He was at this |>eriod the only 
general of great reputation, and the oldeft in the 
army : he had the further fatisfaflion of feeing his 
fovereign, contrary to her inclination, obliged to 
employ him. The regular and cautious march, 
however, of Repnin, through Lithuania, did not 
accord with the impatient vengeance of Catharine: 
file thirfted for blood, for the blood of all the inha- 
bitants of Warfaw ; and fhe let loofe from another 
quarter the furious Suvarof, who, as far as the 
gates of Prague, flrewed his rout with carcafes. 
Repnin then received tlie fevered infult he had 
ever fwallovved, but he digefled it as readily as for- 
mer ones. Suvarof was created field marflial, and 
appointed commander over the man vvhofe orders 
the day before he had received, and by whom he 
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v^as defpifed \ Catharine added even rigllery to 
infult, by making a prefent of a houfe to Repnin^ 
for having been pailed over in this appointment. 
The whole army relented this treatment of the ve- 
teran ; feveral generals remonftrated, and count 
John Soltikof, with generous pride, refigned his 
commiflion. Repnin alone, Repnin^ who had mpft 
reafon to be offended, and was moft capable of 
making it felt, who could with impunity (hew that 
he was fufceptible of refentment and honour^ like a 
floic or chriftian, fubmitted to this difgrace. 

On his accefllon, Paul at length created him 
field-mar(hal,and the laft warlike exploit of Repnin 
wks the executing military vengeance on fome vil- 
lages in the government of Novgorod, en the oc- 
cafion to which we alluded in a former page. 

Repnin, who has (hewn himfelf a great general, 
as well as an imperious minifter and a fervile cour- 
tier, poITefles fome perfonal qualities rarely to be 
met with in Ruffian generals. Not only his figure, 
but his manners and carriage, are noble. His heart 

* Suvarof caufcd the firft report fent him by Repnin to be read aloud to him 
two or three times over, in the prefence of his ftafT, making a thoufand antics, 
pretending to be deaf, that the reader might raife his voice, and aftonifbed at re- 
c Giving a report from prince Repnin, whom he thus cruelly rallied. Catharine 
was always very dcfpotic, and always made feniority give way to favour. At th« 
death of Potemkin, Kamenikoi, one of her bcft generals, took the command of 
the army as a matter of right, and fent his firft report accordingly. He faid, 
** Having taken the command in confcqucnce of my feniority, &c." againll which 
Catharine wrote in the margin, «* Who gave you orders ?" He then fpoke of the 
diforder which he found prevailing among the troops, and in the margin. C^^lw- 
rine wrote, " He dared not fay a word wVvWe xV^t ^ntvc^ vi^.% ^\>i^>* \cw »\V«»«. 
to this report^ Kamenikoi received oideis to qv«t X\v«t vttv^. 
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Ss humane*^ and he is deftitute alike of the Maf- 
eovitifh groflnefs of his colleagues towards their 
inferiors f, and that rapacious avarice which has 
always diftinguiflied them. On the contrary, he is 
compaflionate and generous^ and Lithuania is great- 
ly indebted to him, for it was by him and prince 
Gallitzan that it was faved from total ruin. 

A ftranger, who has heard the name of Suvarof, 
wiflies, on his arrival in Ruffia, to fee this hero. 
An old man is pointed out, of a weather-beaten 
and fhrivelled figure, who traverfes the apartments 
of the palace, hopping on one foot, or is feen run- 
ning and gamboling in the ftreets, followed by a 
troop of boys, to whom he throws apples, to make 
them fcramble and fight, crying himfelf, *' I am 
Suvarof! lam Suvarof!** If the ftranger (hould 
fail to difcover in this old madman the conqueror 
of the Turks and the Poles, he will at leaft, in his 

* Particularly towards the foldicrs. Reviewing a regiment of cavalry, he 
faidy ** I inquire only about the men : as to the horfesy they arc bought by the 
" colonel, and therefore I know better care is taken of them." 

f His behaviour to his officers^ however, while at Berlin, (hocked the Pruf- 
iianSj to whom the haughtinefs of the Rufllan generals was unknown. At this 
place, it was matter of aftonifliraent to fee Repnin gravely fValking along, deco- 
rated with the badges of all his orders of knighthood, while a kniaz, Volkulky 
his nephew, feveral aides-de-camp, and Thiemann the martinid, his fecretary, 
followed him at fome paces diAance. Every time he turned about to utter a word, 
his attendants halted, and took off their hats. His political million, however, did 
not fuccced. This prince, a 6eld-martial, formerly ambaffador triumphant at Con- 
fiantinople, and omnipotent at Warfaw, neither frightened nor cajoled the young 
king of PrufHa, whom Paul had ordered him to oblige to rejoin the coalition- 
Repnin, dilmilTed from Berlin, repaired to Vienna, where the iuccefs of his nego- 
tiation is vifible. But one of his fecretaries, faid to be a Frenchman of the name 
of Aubert, ftole ofiF with part of the papers and fccrets of his embafly. This en- 
0S^ Paui, and he difmlifed Repnin at his return, for not having fuccecjicd at Ber- 
Iw, and for having employed a Frei\chmaii in Vv\» ^txv\ct\ Vwyw^Ntx,^^ % m^c^L tA 
Angular clemency , he is allowed to wear tVvc unUotmot axTO\t.'& v:V\Ov\V'iV^^«>^- 
-'V With glory for forty years. 
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haggard and ferocious eyes^ his foaming and horrid 
mouth, readily difcern the butcher of the inhabU 
tants of Prague. SuvarofwoiJd be confidered as 
the moft ridiculous buffoon, if he had not Ihewn 
himfelf the moft barbarous warrior. He is a mon* 
fter, with the body of an ape and the foul ofa.buU- 
dog. Attila, his countryman, and from whom he* 
is perhaps defcended, had neither his good fortune 
nor h\$ ferocity. His grofs and ridiculous manners 
have infpired his foldiers with the blindeft confi* 
dence, which f^rveshim infiead of military talents, 
and has been the real caufe of all his fuccefles. He is 
accounted a brave and fuccefsful warrior; that, edu- 
cated jn camps, is unacquainted with the court, and 
ignorant how to flatter and fawn on a favourite. 
After having diftinguifhed himfelf as a fubaltern, 
he advanced ftep by ftep to the rank of commander 
in chief. He is endowed with a natural ferocity, 
which ferveshim for bravery, and fpills blood, like 
a tiger, by inftirift. He lives in the army like a 
fimple CofTac: he arrives at court like an ancient 
Scythian ; and, during his flay, will accept no other 
lodging than the carriage which brought him. To 
relate th^ details of his life would be to record a 
feries of extravagancies; arid certainly if he be not 
mad, the ability to counterfeit madnefs is among 
the firft of his qualifications, but his folly is the 
Tolly of a barbarian, which has nothing agreeable 
in it. 

He h.is not, however, been always fuccefsful. 
At the fiege of Otchakof, the Tv\tV;.\& VvdNVCv^vcsaAfe'^ 

Aa 
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feigned fortie, he chofe, contrary to the orders of 
Potemkin, to purfue them, hoping to enter the 
city with the fugitives. A battery of mortars was 
opened upon him, and his whole column deftroycd. 
He entered upon the aflault of Ifmaii without hav- 
ing reconnoitred the place*, and his exploits in 
Poland are thofe of a brigand. He haftened his 
march thither to fatisfy the vengeance of Catharine, 
and to mafTacre the remains of an army already de- 
feated by Frefen, and deprived of the brave Kof- 
ciufzko, its principal ftrength. Suvarof, embracing 
the inhabitants of Warfaw, and granting them par- 
don oh the bodies of twenty thoufand citizens of 
every age and fex, refembles a fatiated tiger that 
plays with his prey on the bones of his charnel- 
borfe. 

The Angularity of his manners is as flriking as 
the eccentricity of his mind. He retires 10 reft at 
fix in the evening, and rifes at two in the morning, 
when he bathes himfelf in cold water, or caufes pails 
of water to be thrown over his naked body. He 
dines at eight, and his dinner, like his oreakfaft, 
confifts of the coarfeft and commoneft food of the 
foldiers, and brandy : a man trembles to be invited 



* He ufually announce^ his fuccefs in two or three words, and frequently in 
a couple of bad burlcfque Ruffian verfcs. Caefar wrote to the fenate, Ven[, vidi, 
^vici. Suvarof might with propriety be more concile by one-third than Caefar, far 
he always conquered without feeing. He faid himfelf: " Kamcnflcoi knows war, 
*' but war knows nothing of him : I do not know her, but ihe knows mc : as to 
" J. Soltikof, he neither knows her nor is known by her.'* A few fuch traits, 
and a few huppy quotations of ancient hiliou', h.i\c given Suvaiof reputation. 
Hispa^ti^ans reported that lie frc(iucntly fhut hiintcif up to liudy the dead Ian- • 
guages, And c\ti\ Hebrew, f rencli anvi Cjcciiivwi \\e \^ c A^ wkiably. 

% 
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to fuch a repaft. Often, in the middle of the en- 
tertainment, one of his aides-de-camp rifes; and, 
approaching him, forbids him to eat any more. 
'' By whofe order am I forbidden ?" demands Su- 
varof himfelf. — **By order of marftial Suvarof him- 
^' felf/' anfwers the aide-de-camp. Suvarof, rifing, 
then fays, '* He muft be obeyed." In the fame 
manner he oaufes himfelf to be commanded in his 
own name to walk or to do any other neceflary 
thing. 

During his ftay at Warfaw, a crowd of Auftrian 
or Pruffian officeirs prefled to fee this original. Be- 
fore he made his kp.pearance, he inquired of which 
of thefe officers there was the greateft number; if 
Auftrians, he decorated himfelf with a portrait of 
Jofeph II. entered his antichamber, leaping into 
the middle of the circle, and offered to each of them 
the pifture to kifs, repeating, '^Your emperor 
knows me, and loves me alfo/* If PrulTians com- 
pofed the majority, he wore the order of the 
Black Eagle, and made the fame grimaces. At 
court, he is fometimes feen to run from lady to lady, 
and kifs the portrait of Catharine which they wear 
at the breaft, eroding himfelf, and bowing. Catha- 
rine told him one day to behave himfelf more de- 
cently. •^ 

He is a devotee, and fuperftitious. He obliges 
his captains to pray aloud before their companies; 
and ill treats thofe foreign officers or Livonians 
who are unacquainted with the Ruffuxv ^xvj^\^. 
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. .. '. « 
Sometimes he vifits the hofpitals of the camp, 

calling himfelf a phyfician. Thofe whom he finds 
extremely ill he obliges to take rh ubai b or falts, and 
on thofe who are butflightly indifpofed, he bellows 
blows. Often he drives all the fick from the hof- 
pital, faying, '* It is not permitted to the foldiers of 
Suvarof to be fick/* In his armies, all thofe ma- 
noeuvres are prohibited which relate to a retreat, as 
he (hall never, he lays, have occalion to adopt theni. 
He exercifes his foldiers himfelf, and makes them 
charge with the bayonet in three different ways. 
When he fays, " March againft the Poles,'' the 
ibldier plunges his bayonet once ; "March againft 
•^ the PrufliaTis,*' thefoldier ftrikes twice ; '* March 
'* againft the execrable French,'' the foldier th'eh 
makes two thrufts forward, and a third in the 
ground, and there finks and turns round his bayo- 
net. His hatred againft the French was extrerhe. 
His letter to Charette has been feen in various 
newfpapers. He wrote to Catharine from Warfaw, 
and frequently in thefe words: ''Mother, permit' 
'^ me to march againft the French/' When the 
death of Catharine took place, he had already ad- 
vanced for that purpofe into Gallicia at the head of 
forty thoufandmen. 

Frequently he rides through his camp, naked to 
his ftiirt, on the bare badk. of a Coflac horfe ; jjnd 
at day-break, inftead of caufing the drums to beat 
the reveille he comes out of his tent, and crows 
three times like a cock, which is the fignal for the 
Brmy to rite, fometimes to march, or even to go to^^ 
pattle. % 
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In the multiplicity of extravagancies which he 
commits^ or of infipid things which he fays, if any 
lingular or ftriking trait falls from him, every one- 
repeats and admires it as a burft of genius. This 
man has neverthelefs fome virtues: he has (hewn 
occafionally an uncommon difintereftednefe, and 
even generofity, as well in refufing the gifts of Ca- 
tharine as in diftributing them about him. He 
will flaughter the wretch who alks life, but he will 
give money to him who afks charity. Almoft tt 
the fame moment he gnafties his teeth in rage like 
a madman, laughs and grins like an ape, or weeps 
piteoufly like an old woman. 

Such is the too celebrated Suvarof. He quar- 
relied with his wife, and would not acknowledge a 
fon whom he had by her, preferring his nephews, 
the princes Gortfchakof : but the emprefs having 
made this fon an officer in the guards, he laid, '^ As 
'^ the emprefs chufes I Ihall have a fon, be it fo; 
*' but for myfelf, I know nothing of the matter.'' 
He had alfo a daughter, maid of honour to Catha- 
rine, who was diftinguilhed at court for idiotifm. 
Her father/after an abfence of feveral years, ap- 
pointed 9 meeting with her at the houfe of a third 
pcrfon. *' Ah, father," cried flie, '^ how big you 
'* have grown fince I faw you,*' In French, this 
would have palfed for a happy play upon words, but 
in Rufs it was a blunder that excited univerfal 
laughter. 

^ After the capture of Warfavi, \ve x^^vt^^ ^^^ 
Pc^er/bur^ to enjoy the fruits o?Yv\^^\oT^V ^TvewN>xv^ 
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Scythian, who had never before any other lodging 
than his carriage, accepted apartments in the Tau- 
rique palace, and wore a fuperb marfliars uniform, 
which was given him by Catharine, When he re- 
ceived this drefs, he played a thoufand antics^ hug- 
ging it in his arms, kiffing it, and making figns of 
the crofs ; and when he lifted it, he faid, *' I am not 
'' aftoniftied they do not give fuch a drefs as this to 
" little Nicholas Soltikof ; it would be too heavy 
** for him to wear*/* 

We have feen the manner in which Paul dif- 
miflcd him on his acceffion, and the motives which 
inftigated him. The murmurs of the army after- 
wards obliged the emperor to recal him. 

Valerian Zubof, brother to the favorite, com- 
manded the army which a6ted in Perfia. Mention 
has before been made of this young libertine, who 
is naturally of a frank, honeft and courageous dif- 
pofition, but has been corrupted by favor. He had 
loft a leg in Poland, and was on crutches when- he 
went to conquer Afiaf . One of his courtiers arri- 
ved at the moment of the death of Catharine, with 
the account of a battle. Paul fent him ribbands of 
the order of St. Anne to diftribute among his offi- 
ccrs, and to each of the colonels a private order to 
lead their regiments to the frontiers. The general 

* Nicholas Soltikof was one of thofc mofl hurt by the promotion of Suvarof. 

-|- At the news of his wound, Catharine fet liim her own furgeon, the riband 
of the order of St. Andrew, the rank of general in chief, and 100,000 ruble* 
(lOjOOol.) to defray the expenfe of his cure. He demanded 500,000 (50,000! ) 
more, to pay hii debts. -. 
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remained behind in his camp, without knowing 
what he was to do. He afterwards followed his 
army, and on his arrival at Peterfburg gaye in his 
refignation. He refides at prefent in Courland, 
where he poflefles almoft the entire domams of the 
ancient dukes. 

From generals of fuch character, and armies at 
a diftance from court, and ignorant of what was 
palling there, nothing could be apprehended. The 
only corps which Paul had really to fear was the 
guards: for a long time thefe four numerous regi- 
ments, commanded by the firft nobility in the em- 
pire, had viewed with alarm the approaching reign 
of the grand-duke, and regarded his acccflion as the 
term of their exiftence. Paul did not even conceal 
his averfion for them; and the fevereft reproach 
which be could ufe to his officers, and even to his 
foldiers, at the reviews of Gatfhina and Pavlofsky, 
was, *' Thou art fit for nothing but to ferve in the 
guards." Thefe troops repaid him in turn the 
contempt he affedled, and, by way of ridicule, be- 
flowed on his foldiers the epithet of '* Prussaki, or 
" PrufTians.*' It is beyond a doubt, that with 
thefe dangerous fucceflbrs of the ftrelitzes, a (lighter 
caufe than the tears of an Elizabeth, or the careffing 
attentions of a Catharine, would haveferved to ex- 
cite them to mutiny. Paul did not think himfelf 
in fecurity till he had diftributed, as we have feen, 
his own battalions in thefe formidable regiqients, 
carefTed the foldiers, and deprived the old officetf. 
of their commidions. But \l vj^^ \.o \V0\^. ^>\\>$^S^ 
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that he laviflied on them rubles anc}. ]t>X*andy : thefe 
afts of generofity gained only tbofewha were near 
hiB perfoir, while the army com{)lain^d and mur. 
mured*. . 4 '.;.,. 



Paul, asgrandduke, hated and defpifed by his 
mother, humbled by the favourites, ridiculed by 
the courtiers^ living in >fQ}itude, aud almoft forgot- 
ten under a brilliant reign^apdpreferving the moft 
regular and auftere maan^rs in the midft of a cor- 
rupt and debauched courtLf* required few amiable 
qualities or virtues to majke his fituation pitied by 
men of underftanding, and his reign wiflied for by 
the people. He ought to have been expefted as a 
deliverer: he was, however, generally feared as a 
fcourge: his doineftics, Jiis. oflScers, his courtiers, 
his favourites, and even hi3 children, dreadful to 
relate, partook more or lefe of thefe horrid fenti- 
nients. ^ The fufpicionli^pentertained* that he in- 
fpired thefe fentiments, doubtlefs exafperated him, 
and perhaps rendered him incapable of correfling 
them; but with his chara<Sler, the traits of juftice 

• Peter I. had aboliflicd the ftrclitzy (archers), but their fpirir revived ia the 
ibur regiments of guards, who fupplied their place. The guards, confifting of 
picked men, whofe officers were taken from the wcalthieft families, (i), foimcd 
an army of near ten thoufand men around ihc throne. The influence of this body 
was fufiicient toefFe^^ a revolution, and indeed alone accompiiihed all th^t have 
tikcn place iince Peter I. 

f This is a piece of jufliccthat muft not be denied him ; and if his attach- 
fuent totbe Ntlh^f have made him negle6t his wife, it has nor made hira offend 
againft decency or decorum in public, hitherto at leaft. The Ncliaof, however, ii- 
difmiiTed. 

(1) To be an officer in the guards, a man muft prove that he pnjTcfTcd at W«(t 
:i hundred pcafants or ilAvci. 
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and goodnefs which fometimes appear in htm^ are 
more ftriking, and occafion a deeper regret for 
thofe qualities which might have been expeAed ill 
him. 

Before his acceflion^ his favour was dreaded ; be- 
fide its often exciting the refentment of the em- 
prefs and the favourite, it was confidered as the 
faihe fign of difgrace as fine weather ia proverbially 
regarded as the forerunner of rain. No man has 
ever (hewn more eccentricity and ficklenefs in the 
leleilion of his friends. At firft, he opened himfelf 
with unbounded confidence and entire familiarity 
to the perfon who appeared to enter into his viewti; 
then, repenting this franknefs, he regarded his 
friend as a dangerous character, perhaps the crea- 
ture of his mother or of the favourite, who flattered 
him only to betray him. Befide thofe on whom > 
the flighted attentions of his wife, or the kind- 
neflTes of Benkendorf, caufed the ftorms of his anger 
to fall, the empire fwarmed with his baniflied do- 
meftics, difgraced favourites, and cafliiered officers ; 
it invariably happened, that he who had been near- 
eft his perfon had moft reafon to complain, and he 
who had received moft favours found himfelf in the 
end moft unfortunate. 

Having given fome account of the minifters of 
Catharine, it will not be improper Qiortly to fpeak 
of the courtiers wlio were in favpur with Paul on 
his acceflion, and who will certainly continue itv 
favour for fome time. It mav \>^ ^iC\^ ^\^\x\x^> 
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in their praife and in his, that the majority of 
thofe minifters are more difinterefted, and abler 
fiatefmen^ than thofe of the old court. 

The two princes Kourakin, who alternately 
have been in favour and difgrace with Paul*, are 
the two men, next to the valet-de-chambre I have 
mentioned, who poflefs moft influence, and per- 
haps they ar| perfons moft deferving of it. BcfAre 
the death of Catharine, though powerful and rich, 
their employments were infignificant j one of them 
led a retired life, amufmg himfelf with the culti- 
vation of the arts and fciences, or the education of 
his children, and was generally refpe6ted and ef- 
teemed. His manners and habits of life were very 
difierent from thofe of the greater part of the Ruf- 
fian nobility, who diffipate their time and fortunes 
in vices of every kind, in gaming, in luxury, and 
Other follies. In a word, he appeared worthy to 
be at the head of affairs, and he now holds that 
ftation with his brother; the one being vice-chan- 

* Alexis Kourakin had frequently been in difgrace with Paul on account of 
the attention and regard he always paid the grand-duchefs ; but the ilUhumouf 
of Paul on this fcore mud not be afcribed to jealoufy^ which his charadler and that 
of his wife did not allow. PauFs ill-humour arofe from political fufplcions, not 
firom love. One day, obferving his wife fpcak low by the fire-fide to prince 
Kourakin, he fell into a paffion, and faid to her, '* Madxm, you want to make 
" youffclf friends, and prepare to a6l the part of Catharine, but be aflured you 
<* Ihall not find in me a Peter III," Thcle inconfidcratc cxpreflious, which efcapcd 
from him in a rage, alarmed every ©ne, and Kourakin withdrew from court. 
From that period the grand-duchefs was more unhappy, and under ftili greater 
JcilhrainN The leaft meflage could not be fent to her without permiflion of her 
hufband. He named thofe who were to offer her their arm for a walk, to make 
her evening party, or even tD convcrfc with her in the courfe of the evening. At 
length he found it more commodious to give her aibrt of cicilbeo, who was acver 
to quit her. Prince Ncfwitiky was the man whom he deemed infignificant enough 
f<a- this oiBcc, 
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cellor of the empire, and the other attorney^ne- 
ral ; to them muft be attributed whatever is right 
in the condu6t of affairs. 

Two young chamberlains, who fortunately 
were in the fervice of Paul when the couriers ar- 
rived with the intelligence of the death of Catha- 
rine, were fuddenly metamorphofed into generials 
of the army, and became his firft %ideS'de'Camp. 
One is M. Raftaptfchin, \*o owes his favour to a 
very ingenious letter, and who, to preferve it, muft 
renounce three-fourths of his underftanding, afid 
one-half of himfelf *. The other is a young count 
Schuvalof, whom Paul had recently taken into fa- 
vour, after having long neglefted him ; and to 
whom he prefented one of his own drefles, to ferve 
as a model for the horfe-guards, of which he ap- 
pointed him major. The young man appeared at 
court in this habit, as if in a fack ; and doubtlefs 
found himfelf much at his eafe in it Nothing can 
be more lingular than the equal favour of thefe 
young perfons, iince it would appear that the fa- 
vour of the one was fuflScient to caufe the difgrace 
of the other, Mr. Raftaptfchin, fome years ago, 
was gentleman in waiting to the grand-duke at 
Pavloflky. His young aflbciates, and, among 
others count Schuvalof and prince Baratinfky, con- 
fidering their employments as a difficult and ha- 
zardous fervice, becaufe a word fpoken to the grand- 
duchefs, or a coat too faihionably cut, was fuffi- 
cient to ruin them, abfented themjelves ask oCtew 

* He has already been tw\c« d\Cm\^t^, ^tv^itcaJ^^^* 
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as ppfiible, feigning fickners, or alleging fofkie 
other excufe. Raftaptfchin, tired in his turn with 
not being relieved, wrote a (harp letter to the mar- 
fhal of the court, in which he rallied his afTociates 
on the true motives which detained them at Pav- 
loflky; adding, at the conclufion, *' For my own 
'^ part, who have no difeafe to cure, nor a fair Italian 
'' to maintain, I will cheerfully continue to per- 
** form their^uty to the grand-duke.'* Thefe 
ftrokes of latire were aipied at Schuvalof as well as 
at Baratiniky, whom Paul, though his relation^ 
qpuld not bear. The marihal (hewed this letter to 
the emprefs, who at firft laughed at it; but Schu- 
v^Iofand Baratin(ky, thinking they had reafon to 
be opended^ required an explanation from Raf- 
taptfchin. The affair made a noife; Baratinfky, 
was fent to the army, and Haftaptfchin was banifh- 
ed from the court for a year. From that time the 
grand-duke regarded him as his champion, and ob- 
fiinately refufed to accept the attendance of the 
other gentlemen in waiting, unlefs he was recalled ; 
and accordingly, for more than a year, though 
they regularly came to P^^vlofsky or Gat(hina to 
offer their fcrvices, they wer^ as regularly difmifTed. 

Among the favourites of the emperor, M. 
Plefchtfcheief is a real phenomenon ; he is the only 
one who has always kept himfelf at the fame dif- 
tance. It is true he has never ranked in the firft 
clafs of favourites; but it is alfo true, that he has 
always been exempt from ftorms. He is a man 
well-inlormed and refpe6lab\e. He f^ak^ feveral 
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languages^ pofTeffes fome knowledge of geography 
and governments and cultivates literature. He 
might even be of fervice to Ruffia^ if, among his 
good qualities, he could reckon that of courage to 
fpeak the truth; but unfortunately his conftant 
enjoyment of favour feemsalmoft a moral proof of 
the contrary*. 

M. Nieledinfky, who had been %e companion 
of the ftudies and amufements of Paul, was diftin- 
guifhed at Peterfburg for great extent of capacity, 
and had acquired reputation by fome love fonnets 
not deficient in grace and fentiment. The empe- 
ror has appointed him his private fecretary, but on 
condition, no doubt, that he ftrangles his mufe, who 
has'ferved him, too well to deferve fo cruel a death* 
It isatleaft to be wiflied, that Nielediniky may ex- 
hibit>«ild pra6tife the fenlibility which he difplays 
in his verfes* His office is to give an account of 
the letters and petitions that are addrefied to the 
emperor; the fate of numerous opprefled individu- 
als is accordingly in his hands. 

M. Nicolai came intoRuffia as governor to the 
young counts Razumofsky, who afterwards were 
his proteftors. On the recommendation of Mrs. 
Pretorius, his relation, waiting-maid to theduchefs 
of Wirtemburg, he was placed near the grand* 
duchefs in quality of fecretary; he was created a 
baron in Germany, during the travels of the grand, 
duke, and became, on his acceffion, counfellor oC 

♦ He ilfo hsu at iaft been difgraccd, and w\t\i UTCUtoStAXict^ o\ ^\taX was^X'^ . 
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ftate, dlrc<5tor of the emperor's cabinet*, knight of 
the order of St. Anne, and received fome hundreds 
of peafantsf . He comes from Strafbourg, and is 
known in Germany by fome imitations of Ariofto, 
and other poems agreeable enough, though ex- 
tremely verbofe. He alfo has been obliged to fa- 
crifice his mufe on the altar of fortune; to which, 
ungrateful as he is, (he had herfelf conduced him. 
I do not kno# if the political haughtinefs, which 
he thinks himfelf obh'ged to maintain, render him 
more happy, but it does not at lead give him the 
appearance of it. 

M. Danorof, late librarian to the prince of Wir- 
temburg, and fince aide-de-camp to Paul, has alfo 
become an important perfonage; but I abftain 
from fpeaking in detail of thofe with whom I am 
not fufficiently acquainted to form an adequate 
judgment of their merits. I will only remark, 
that in the lift of preferments which the emperor 
has fince made, I obferve a number of perfons de- 
ferving no other portion than the contempt and 
vengeance of the public, '' 

* What is ciWcd the cabinet in Ruflia is not a council of ftatc; it is the 
loona which contains the trcalurcs, jewels, and private curiofitics of the fovcrcign. 

f He had before an cftatc in Finland, a province ceded by Sweden, where 
the peafants arc not completely reduced to the fame mode of (lavery as the Ruf- 
fians J and Nicolai frequently complained of it, faying, " Thefe wretches fcarccly 
" bring mc anything, and pretend to have rights." Thofe whom he has juft re- 
ceived, arc in Poland, where he may do with them as he plcafes, fcparate them, 
fell them, or make them woik like domeftic animals, to embellifli his gardens, 
from this anecdote the reader may judge what this Strafburger is become in Ruf- 
fu, who paflcs in Germany for a philofophcr, and whom fo many fcribblcrs flatter 

us a Macxnas. If lie read this, no Aou\)l Vv<; ViWV ^d\s\\\t v\\a xaod«a.tloa with 

vhich he is men tiontd. 
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Meanwhile it is apparent, that the perfons who 
approach Paul are morally better than thofe who 
hadaccefs to his mother*. He is furrounded by 



* The foUoiiring peace of pleafantry will ibew the opinion entartaineci of 
moft of the perfons in place and in favor at the court of Catharine. Ii occuned in a 
company where twelfth-day was kept in the French manner, and where the king 
of the ni^ht was delired to difpofe of the courtiers according to their talents 
and capacity. 

" Zubof has never rendered any fervice to the flate, and is of no fervice to 
« the emprefs, fince the Sapphics, Branicka, and Protaf(^ execute the fim^ons 
*« of his office. Let a few emetics be given to him, to make him bringup what 
<< he has fwallowed ; and then let him be lent to the baths of Baldona for the re- 
" covery of his health. 

<« Count N. Soltikof, prefident of the college of war, and governor of the 
'* grand-dukes, is named preddent of the college of phyficians, and deacon of the 
" imperial chapel. He may likewife retain the water dolet of the young pris- 
<< ces, provided he fhut up his wife in a convent, or fend her to bridewell. 

« Gount Beiborodko, chief counfellor of ilate, &c ihall be appointed cook 
*' to the court; unlefs he had rather be director of the Lock Hofpital for fe- 
" males, in which he will find all his friends. 

*' Vice-chancellor Oilermann (hall repair to St. Denis, to replace the fword 
« of Charlemagne, long and flat as himlelf. 

" Prince Baratinfky, marflial of the court (hall be appointed Jack Ketch. A 
" more gentle mode of putting to death, than that by the knout, is intended to be 
« introduced ; and he (hall have the office of fmorhering and fljrangling in fecrct 
<< thofe that are wanted to be difpatched, whether it be an emperor or his fon: it 
«' is expe£led, however, that he do not let them cry out, as he did about thirty 
*' years ago. 

<' Marfhal Suvarof fhall have a patent for dealing as a butcher in human flefli ; 
*« and the army fhall be allowed to feed on it in Poland, where nothing but car- 
<« cafes are left. 

*« A committee of outfhiteli (tutors) fhall be appointed to examine whether 
" prince Yuffupof be able to read j if he can, he (hall be appointed prompter to the 
" theatres, of which he is now manager. 

** Markof (hall be (ent ambalTador to Paris, where he has been already (b 
« fuccefsful. It is hoped that he will be the proper man to efFe^ a reconciliation 
<« between Ruffia and the French republic, fince he has been the fcourge of the 
«« Ruffian and Polifh jacobins, againft whom he has alio declared war. 

" Sami'lof, attorney-general, (hall be made one of the^chevaller guards, for 
«' he is a tolerably handfomt^ mar, which Is a fnfTic'ent quail ftc^V\«iTv W ^^^•4r 
*f poft. 
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men of information J and even of merit. I lay he 
is^ when perhaps I ought to fay he was; for hift 
ficklene& difplays itfelf on everything about him» 
and he does not permit merit to remain a fufficient 
time at his court to be corrupted*. 

The prince^ whom Paul appears to have cho* 
fen for the prototype of his reign and his aflions, 

» Kontuibf^ dir^fbrof the corps of cadets in the room of the worthy count 
*^ of Anhalty (hall enA a monument to his predeceffor^ whom he ftudics to ridi- 
** culcy and whom he makes us re^t every day. His conduA> however^ is the 
« hefl panegyric on the memory of the worthy Anhalt. 

<' The corps of artiUery fliaU remain with the old general Meliffino, hecaufa 
<< he is the only general in that body who underftands his trade : but on condition, 
** that he Ihall not have the management of the cheft, and hef do not expofe \iU 
<< gray hair in the antichamber of the valets of the court. He is requefted Ukewile 
<* to employ lefs artifice in his conduft> and lefs fmoke in his artifices. 

" Madame von Licven, governefs to the princefles, (hall retain her place, 
M though (he has fomewhat the air of an Amazon ; but thejtime will come when 
" it will not be amifs to give young princefics a little of a military air (i). 

*' Countefs Shuvalof, grand-miftrefs to the grand-duchefs Elizabeth, ihall 
<< likewife be confirmed ; .but (be (hall be enjoined not to let beafts only have per- 
« miffion to fpeak at the table of that young princefs, unle(s they fpeak with 
« fenfe, as they did in ^fop's days. 

'* Prince Repnin, having opened the door one day when prince Potemkla 
<« called for a glafs of water, that he might himfelf repeat this important order to 
« the lackeys, (hall receive a patent for the place of firft valet-de-chambrc to the 
<< favorites; a poft which to him will be worth that of field marflial. However, 
« the crown of laurel which covered his gray hair (hall be taken from him, bc<- 
« cattfe he fuffered a buffoon to trample on him without faying a word ; and be* 
'< caufethe gift of a fmall houfe appeared fuited to him, and to confole him for 
« the infult. 

. <« M. Zavadofiky, direftor and plunderer of the bank, (hall be fcnt into Sibe- 
«' riato catch fables, to repleni(h her majefty's (lock of furs, which it will not 
« long be in her power to keep up by any other means. She is already unable to 
** furni(h her family with them, and Zavadofsky is well known to be a better 
« huntfman than financier." &c. 

(i) This time is arrived. 

* This has taken place. The princes Kourakin, and moil of thofe whom I 
bare Darned f ue in difgrace at the moment oi m^ >ni\\\i\^\Vv\«% 



li Frederic WiUtatta; fMhtff of the gmi ktn^ bf 
Pruffia^. Tb« filitid duft^Hey of ihahti^^ afld iM 
ihine paffion forlblditt^^ Are foutfd iii^tHfe Ruffi^H 
autocrate. For the reft, I have draWh,^ I cdhe^iTK 
the chara6ler of Paul in relating his a6lions; if not^ 
the talk, I confefs, in above by peWtffB. It h well 
known that nothing idfo difficult to paint i^ to iH^ 
font, whofe phyfiognomy ii$ ad yet titllbttl^^ and if 
is the fame with the character of an clcc^trie mM. 
The moft favourable plea we can make for him is^ 
that the light of the Fi^nch revoluti«in has touched 
his brain and difordered his intelk6ts. It had all* 
ready difturbed the much ftronger head of his nlo. 
ther. It is faid^ that the pieople of Paris, crowding 
to fee Paul, then a youth, cried, '* My God, how 
ugly he is ! " and that he had the good Ibnfe to laugh 
at itf . He is not improved fince he is grown oldy 
bald, and wrinkled. The etnprels appears by hls^ 
fide like one of thofe beautiful women who are 
painted with a little deformed blackantoor nedr 
them, as a contraft to their dignity and gractf. 
The Angularity which he afiedts in his dreft, and 
the feverity of his manners, add greatly to his de- 
formity. Without excepting even theKalmuksand 

* This he does not allow ^ for he laid one day,- << I witt he Predeiic II. 

'' in the morning, and Louis XIV. at night." 

f He is greatly changed ; orratherj he now dares (hew hionfelf what perhaps 
he was already. A poor foldier in the agony of his fufferings under the cane hy 
Paul's orders for a trifling fault in his exercife, cried out in dcfpair, «' Curfe j 
baldhead ! curfed baldhcad !" The enraged autocrate gave ordcK that he Aould 
expire under the knout ; and ifTued a proclamation, by which it was prohibited]^ 
under pain of the (ame puniihmenr, for any one to make uCe qC v\\<^ XKitc^Nsi^^) ^g^ 
fpeaking of the head, or fnubbcd, in fpeaWm^ oi xVie ivok. 

Cc 
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the Kirghiiei, Paul is the uglieft man in hh exten« 
five dominions; and he himfelf confidets his CQitil# 
tenance as fi> (hocking that he dares not impreft it 
upon his coin*. ' 

I Ihall hj^re fubjoin fbme traits, which will TerA 
to defcribe Paul by his own aflions; and will provet 
that when grand-duke^ he announced what wft" 
have feen of him fince his acceflion. . 

Near his caftle of Pavlofsky he had a terrace^ 
from which he could fee all thecentinels, whom hi 
delighted to ftation about him wherever there. was 
room for a centry box. On this covered terrace he 
fpent a part of each day^ and obferved with a fpy« 
ing-glafs all that was paf&ng about him. Often he 
fent a fervant to a centinel, to order him to button 
or unbutton a little more of his coatj to keep his 
mulket high er or lower, to walk at a greater or 
lefs diftance from his centry box. Sometimes he 
would go himfelf nearly half a mile to give, thelb 
important orders^ and would cane the foldier, or 
put a ruble into his pockety according as he was 
gry or pleafed with him. 

Pavlofeky was an open village^ yet guards were 
appointed, who wrote down the names of all who 

* The new coins have not his effigy, but his cypher merely^ with the follow- 
ing words of fcripture^ which, in fuch a connexion, have no roeaning :" Not unto 
** us, not unto us, hut to thy name." Probably it is fome device of niartini(fn» 
or of obfcurantifm, which Paul patronifes. It even appears, that he is going f 
cftablifli this order with that of Malta, of which to the aftonifliinent ef all E 
n^, he has juft declared himfelf grand-ma Acr, at the very inftant of fonning 
aHiaace with the Turks. O my friends, cau yuu idva\wlxom\«\x'iVA.t.\l SM.^^«.la 
Quidquid deUrani tegtt |A»^uivX>b K^WV\. 



entered it or went out of itj and who wereoUiged 
tb tell whence they came, whither they were going, 
or what they wanted. Every evening^each houle: 
was vifited, to learn if there were any ftrangers 
there. - 'Every may who wore a rounVl hatj or had 
a dbg with him» was arretted. The village, which 
had been much frequented becaufe of its beautiful 
l^uation, foon became a defert; perfons turned out 
of their Way to avoid it ; and when Paul was per* 
chived at a diltancr, he' was carefully (hunhed. 
Thde drcumftancek increafed his dilpleafure and' 
f^rpiciohsj and he^often caufed the perfons, who 
thus ibught to avoid himV to be purfued and quef* 
tioned^ ... ...('<..']. 

.i ■,.')> Vi! * ' ■ 

One day he put all the officers of his battalion 
under arrefi; bedcUife they had flluted him aWk- 
vraixily in filing bfiTkfter their driir, and he -ordered' 
them to be called o[ut4MM|ight day6' fucceffively to 
file off and &lutef befonn&im; lending them regu-' 
larly back to the gua^^boufe'tiil they were able to 
perfbrm according to his fancy. 

Exercifing one day his regiment of cuiraffiers, 
the horfe of an officer threw him. Paul ran furl, 
oufly towards him, crying, '* Get up rafcal/'— 
«• Yoijr highnefs, I cannot, I have broken my leg.'^ 
Paul fpatupon him, and retired fwearing. 

Pafllng at another time unexpededly and fe-^ 
cretly by one of ^hisguard-houfes, the officer, not 
knowing him/ did not order oUthi% ic^^ti\ \s^Xk 
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WllifJI kfiM^n^y t^rn^ badk, Imcfd the cm of 
tt^ (il^o^F. »nd ^rdtred: him ta 1^ difarmed^ and) 
pjil.qndWPiS'fift* 

: . Our fi%yi, iJkravelliBii^ from T^arflcQ^Mo to QBki 
fldri4k> qC Mfbioh the road waa in the middle of «: 
Hiatvfby fibc0ft^ he Suddenly recoUsAed fbmetYiliig, 
iui4ai^i^d.tjp6 ccrychnuifiiitoivturm '' Prefexitlj^i 
'' yfW highntfa, jfaid the pOachman ; '' the joad ia) 
*! ^PTfl^PoiMFlQW.'W" HcJ>n{ rafcal," cried Patil|< 
*r.W>M ypw tUEn irtitnidiatcly/'^iiThe coachmmil 
ieft^ad, of laJirwfring haftened^to; a fpot whei» if: 
'W^.a.'po^t.lKPif^rnply; 1^1; however, called to; 
his equerry, and ordered him to arreft and pimiffli^ 
the rebellious coachman. The equerry aflured 
hiHii thf^t bk9tw^^ tWa id a'room^nit. FSiol 0ew 
iP<[^;%P3fflofti*litBl thaeqMeiryrftMb: '* You attm 
'y B^tefel'ifloRMWlrrt hkt himfelf;»--feid he. *' Let' 
'V,h^l^gvfrti|r»Ythei.c|ljja^jte^ him break ray' 

'f Ifl^mj^^ndhiirp^*' During! t}|C^di%)ute the coach*' 
man fucceeded in turning!, bu&PfuI had him cha^; 
tifed on the fpot, 

SiBCiQ l>i9 apceflioQi^ OBfi'of hi& hor(e& ftumbled^' 
>Kilh l^.im.io opQpf the ftrects of Peterfburg: he* 
a>i§h,t^iJrn/)}^9<iia.tely> held. a.fi)rt of council with 
his atten^nt^i-caiid tb« horfe v^as condemned to 
receive fifty laflies with a whip, Paul caufed them 
to^y^gmii^ the fpoty, before the populace, and 
WW Jtd JiMwWf the fbiokea^ fcy ing, '' There Si- 
'^ trhat ia for bftviDg ftudatdoEt wifth the emperor/ 
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One day, when only grand-duke^ he met Jn the 
gardens a man with a round hat, who wi(hed to 
avoid him. Paul caufed the man to be brought 
before him« and found that he was a clock-maker, 
who came to repair his time-keepers. After having 
at great length remonitrated with him on the in- 
decency of round hats^ he aiked his wife for fome 
, pins> and raifing the flaps of the hat^ cocked it 
himlelf^ and then replaced it upon the head of its 
owner. 

To balance this multitude of abfurdities, he 
exhibits many traits of humanity; the penfiona 
which he has befiowed on the unfortunate* the hof- 
pitals which he has founded for his foldiers* the 
provifions which he diftributes among his poor offi* 
cers* and other a£is of benevolence and juftice, 
atteft that he deferves the charaAer rather of a 
capricious than a bad man. 
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CHAP. VI. 



WHAT REVOLUTIONS MAY BE EXPECTED TO TAKE PLACE IH 
XJUSSIA. 

Attitudt and Krtfigth.of the foverdgn power in tliatcountry.«Twottkafe8 of Paul 
favourable to a revolutbn....Debarerocnt of the people....Other local obftacles...^ 
The Covereign power becomes more abfolute.,...The nobility offendeci.....Thefe 
alone can change the govemment...,Uow, and why....Probability of a difmenk* 
bermentofthatvaft territory, and of a change of manners in the people aid 
form of government* 

If, as forae pretend, the French revolution be def- 
tined to fpread over the globe, Ruflia will affuredly 
be the laft place it will reach: it is on the frontiers 
of this vaft empire that the French Hercules will 
ere6t his two pillars, and that French liberty will 
Ion jg^ read, Neplut ultra: it is there that a new world 
is ftiil hidden from her: there abfblute power feems 
to defy all oppofition — a conteft may, however, ere 
long, take place in the plains of Germany, which 
may decide the fate of the world. The principles 
which at prefent prevail in the eaft and north, are 
decidwily contrary to thofe which have of late dif- 
tinguilhed the fouth and weft. Already the conti- 
nent feems wholly divided between two ^tc^vA^- 

D d 
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rating empires, France and Ruflia, the views and 
intelefts of which are diametrically oppofite ; they 
feek an opportunity of joftling each other^ and 
will crufti in the (hock the fecondary powers by 
which they are ftill feparated. It will be the 
combat of Day again ft Night, the laft confli6t of 
Philofophy and Reafon againft Barbarifm and Ig* 
norance. 

Not that light and truth may not be found in i 
Ruffia; but they who poflefs them, ftill more pru- 
dent than Fontenelle*, are fo far from daring, to 
open their hands to fpread them abroad^ that they 
ftrive only to ftifle them ; for they who have know- 
ledge are the only perfons interefted in maintaining 
ignorance. Till there (hall be found in Ruflia a 
numerous body of enlightened men, fuffering by 
that ft ate of fervitude under which the people 
groan, a fpontaneous revolution muft not be ex- 
pcifted in that country. 

If anything at prefent could haften the moment 
of attack, it is an ukafe which Paul has juft pub^ 
lilhed; and which, by abolifliing the degrees of 
nobility conferred by the poflcffion of military ranit 
and civil offices, has created a true third estate, 
never before known in Ruffia; a few emancipated 
vaflals that have become tradefmen, or foreign 
mechanics, did not deferve this name; there was 
fcarcely any diftinftion of perfons except flavesand 

* He fays fomcwhcre, «Xf I had my hand full af truths, I would take care 
not to open it.'* 
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Doble$. All who held any rank, civil pr military, 
that is to fay, aU who had a little money or edu- 
cation, acquired nobility or its pjrivileges, and haf- 
tened to enjoy the afFeftation of its prejudices ind 
fpirit; ]but as foon as this enlightened part of the 
nation fhaU }oie its claim to a participajtion in 
thefe honours and advantages, it will turn to the 
fide of the people* The void heretofore caufed by 
abfolute power between the flave or peafant, and 
the freeman or noble, is now filled up. The third 
jKllat,e will rife up as a gi^nt ; with one powerful 
hand it will exalt the flave, with the other it will 
lower the noble ; and perhaps before a century (hall 
pafs away, it may have reduced them to a level 
piore happy for both than their prefent ftate. 

Another proceeding of the emperor^ whi,ch in 
contradiction to its original intent, is likely to 
forward a change, is the ordinance profcribing 
printing-houfes in his dominions. He has pexv 
mitted only three, for the purpofe of printing his 
ukafes, and books for the church, or fuch as can 
ftand the triple prdeal of government, the fchopls, 
and the Greek church*. In thus attempting to 
fuppr^fs learning and knowledge, he has rendered 
them the greateft fervice of which he was capable. 
The moment liberty and philofophy pofTefs one free 
prefs, the greateft benefit that can be done them, 

* He has fince carried the profcription of books to great perfection ; he has 
even prohibited the importation of foreign catalogues, and ordered the bookfeUers 
IP put on fuch books as can go through the triple examination, by imperial 
fBRMissxorr; inftea4 of imperial liberty, which were the words ufed 
before* 
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is to deftroy all others* All the books that have 
produced the revolution which the preient age Yarn 
mtnefledy are to be found in Ruffia in great num- 
bers; fuch as may ftill be introduced into that 
country irom foreign parts^ even, even from Vi- 
enna itielf, will be better than any that could be 
printed there with permiffion*; I maintain, there-* 
fore that Paul has done great fcrvice to liberty and 
letters. 

Ruffia, however, is ftill very far from enjoying 
this benefit in all its extent. The Ruffian, degrad- 
ed by ages of flavery, refembles thofe degenerate 
animals to whom the domeftic ftate is become fecond 
nature* It muft be gradually, and by long and dif- 
ficult paths^ that he returns to liberty; he is yet a 
flranger to the meaning of the word; to him, to 
be free fignifies to be able to quit the glebe to 
which he is chained, and lead an idle vagabond 
life. Work he detefts, becaufe he has never worked 

* If the rcider wifli for a fpecimen of the fcrupulofity of the Ruffian oenfoTi 
I will give him one or two priw to Paul's tripling the office. In the reign of Ca- 
tharine, one Legendrc was the cenfor for French books printed at Pcterlbug. Ffw» 
a poem, in which the god of love was introduced, he firuck out the words cs 
DiEU MALI N, obfcrving, that it was indecent to give the epithet of maliciou'i 
to a deity. He allowed the author, however, to fubftitute the word badin, 
*' waggifli," for it. Another time he ftruck out of an ode in praifc of Catharine 
a vcrfc, in which were the following lines ; 

Par tout la foudre grondc ert le glaive s'aiguife ; 
Un roi tombe du trone, et fon fceptre fc brifc. 

*f Each fword is Oiarpen'd, heav*n with thunder (hakes, 
■ " A monarch falls, his pow'rJefs (ceptre breaks." 

This was an allufion to the preparations for war in 1790, and the commence- 
ment of the revolution. At that time it was a political hcrefy to dare furmifethat 
XefP/5 ^yi. would fall from the throne. 



Court of Pctbrseuro. 205 

for himfelf ; he has not even an idea of property ; 
his fields^ his goods, his wife, his children, faknleU; 
belong to a matter, who can difpofe of them, wid 
who does difpofe of them at pleafure. He is inte^ 
refted in nothing, becaufe he does not poflels any* 
thing; his attachment to his village is that of an 
ox to the crib to which he is accuftomed. He is 
without country, without laws, without religion. 
Chriftianity, as taught and pra^lifed among the 
Ruffians, no more deferves the name of religion, 
than the found which the carman ufes to direct his 
horfes, deferves the name of language, as will be 
evinced in a fubfequent chapter. 

The defpair of fome of thefe wretched peaiants^ 
may occafionally, as heretofore^ produce local re- 
bellion againft their lords; but to expeft a general 
revolution in Ruffia would be chimerical. Ruffia 
is too extenfive, and too thinly inhabited, for the 
people to rife ih a mafs; for a body fo fcattered and 
fpread abroad would foon be fubdued. Paltry 
towns, containing a few thoufands of inhabitants, 
are commonly at a diftance of more than a hundred 
miles from each other, without any feeming con- 
nexion but hamlets difperfed in the woods every 
twelve or fifteen miles, and almoft every one of 
which has its particular ruler. How can a people 
fb fcattered ever combine? A Angle regiment, un- 
der the command of a Suvarof, would be fufficient 
to exterminate the population of a whole govern- 
pent 
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The natural obftacles, which muscavitism will 
long oppofe to all innovations^ even the moft fk- 
lutary, are every day reinforced by auxiliaries ar- 
riving in Ruffia from foreign countries. Ruffia is 
now the common afylum of ignorance, barbarifm, 
fuperftition, and prejudice. No where do men, im- 
bued with fuch principles, meet fo friendly a re- 
ception as in that country. There they find the 
infancy of their own country, the golden age of the 
feudal fyftem. On their arrival, they are aftonifh- 
cd to find themfelves already too enlightened, too 
far advanced, for this happy land; afraid of ap* 
pearing dangerous, they with joy replunge into the 
thick night of barbarifm in which they were bom. 
Thus the fluggard clofes his eyes, and finks again 
into that flumber from which the fun-beams had 
roufed him in fpite of himfelf. The man who carries 
into thofe climes fomething of knowledge and fcrv 
timent, finds it gradually obfcured and extinguifhed 
in his heart; and if he happen to obtain a grant of 
a few hundred fouls as the price of his own, l\e 
thinks it very jufl and very fortunate that there 
fhould be flaves, and that he is one himfelf*?. . 
This mode of purchafing thofe whofe knowledge 
may be ufeful, while their probity may be dange- 
rous, is fo infallible, and has fo much the appear- 
ance of generofity, that it is to be wondered it is 
not oftner had recourfe to. The gift of a few fcore 

* Nothing is fo fatal to humanity as mdn who have knowledge without prin- 
ciples, or who abjure. thofe of which their confciencc reminds them. They rc- 
femblc thofe warm-eatsn frL^ts, which are tempting tothc eye, but prove naufeous 
to the tafte. Thefc men a particularly dangerous, when they have art enough 
CO conceal errors, (hocking ii. thcmCclvcs, under fpccious fophifms. 
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peafants might change even the foul of a French* 
man to that of a Ruffian. 

Yet even in the court of Ruffia, and among the 
nobility, there are fome lofty and generous fpirits, 
v^ho> without being the dupes of a fyftem of per* 
fe6l equality, are indignant at the degrading lelf. 
denial required of them; forabfolute power fuits 
none but barbarians^and this the Ruflian gentry are 
no longer. Defpotifin, far from foftening, and af- 
fuming a lefi difgufting mien in proportion as mein's 
manners grow civilifed, becomes more and more 
ftiff/and renders its yoke more ridiculous and more 
odious; it endeavours to return to barbarifm, as the 
people advance towards civilifation. In other Eu- 
ropean countries power has defcended a few fteps 
from its throne, in deference to realbn and public 
opinion*; but in Ruffia it mounts ftill higher, and 
tramples even on common fenfe. Till the eighteenth 
century, it is true, the progrefs of the human mind 
in Ruffia was fo far from parallel to what it was in 
the reft of Europe, that the date of the complete 
en (lavement of the Ruffians^ is that of the eftablifli- 
ment of commons and emancipation of vailkls every- 
where elfe. It is fomewhat remarkable, that the 

* The condud •£ the young king of Pruffia exhibits a ftriking contraft to that 
of Paul ; one endeavours to exalt himfclf up to heaven j the other, to dcfcend td 
the level of his people, and appear only the firft fervant of the Aate. • In the fame 
paper, I read a Ruflian proclamation, which condennns a dozen unfortunate Poles 
to 'have their nofcs and ears cutoff, and to be fen t to Siberia, for having been 
WANTING IN THE RESPECT AND FIDEXITY fworn t© his Ruffian raajcfty 
(it is not faid in what) ; and a letter from the king of Pruflia to a little town, in 
which an infurre£lion had taken place, and in which Frederick-William fpeaks 
likca iather to his children— like a good king, who is proud to be a man. 
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itar who drove the Tartars out of Rulfia^ was 
the lame that impofed on the Ruffians the fervi- 
. tude of the feudal fy&etti, before unknown in that 
country** 

This ftubborn condu6l muft in the end prove 
latal to that pride and folly which it is meant to 
proteft: the prefent race of mankind requires 
management. Power exhibiting itfelf in the form 
€»f a graceful woman crowned with glory^ with 
eaie received homage, in which nothing was felt 
humiliating: the character of the warrior had 
fiunething in it of chivalry^ and that of the cour« 
tier of gallantryj which feemed to ennoble it; but 
to require perfonal adoration^ without any of the 
qualities that might juftify it^ muft be revolting to 
every reflefting mind. 

Reafon can never become extin6l in minds 
which it has once inhabited : like the lion in the 
defert, it retires llowly at the light of a numerous 
and cowardly troop ; but if thefe have the audacity 
to purfue and harrafs him even in his lair^ he burfts 
through their weapons and conquers or dies. 
Governors Ihould dre^d and avoid fuch a£lions a$ 
may drive reafon , honour and good fenfe to extre- 
mities: the exadlion of unneceflary homage may 
accelerate fome unexpected cataftrophef. There 

• This was the tzar Ivan Bafilovitch I. The RufTian hiftory ootwithftaodiig 
ftyles him the deliverer ; and prince Sch.* * * has written a tolerable epic poem 
in honour of him. 

f The French emigrants are of opinioni that the revolution in France woul4 
never hive taken place, had nottht c^uwuV^tuXw xit^U^^tof etiquette, and 
the l^ngtoQ popular I 
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is no likelihood of a revolution^ after the French 
model, taking place in Ruflia as yet ; but there may 
be one, for which it is already ripe — that of a m6re 
enlightened ariftocracy. 

It mult be confefled, that the friend of liberty 
and of Ruilia cannot mfh for a change of any other 
fort at prefent; it is the only one of which this vaft 
empire is yet fufceptiblc. The people, in the de- 
plorable fiate in which we fee them, are incompati- 
ble to the enjoyment of liberty : they muft be prepa- 
ed for it, they muft be brought todefire it before it 
is offered to them ; for now they would abufe or 
rejedt it. It may be faid with truth, that the RuC 
lian government is lefs inclined to tyranny, than 
the people are prone to flavery ; fo low are they 
debafed, fo much is their nature changed. With 
them, therefore, nothing can be done at prefenf^* 

Though the nobles ftill continue the habit of 
bending before the Ibvereign, while they exa£l ftill 
greater fubmiffion in their turn from their Haves, 
yet are they becoming daily more and more en- 
lightened. They have been corrupted rather than 
civilifed ; but they retain feme virtues, which the 
laft thouTand years have been unable to annihilate : 
worthy in future of $1 government lefs barbarous^ 
they will require laws written in legible chara6ters» 
They begin to feel the weight of their chains : l^me 

* When X rpeak here of the RuiBan people, I do not IpdadiB the TadjiriAa 
hordes, cr the CoiTac Cribei, who ftillretainfoi|^remembr^etof afortof Uhpty ; 
3(tt ic is the libofty of barbarisos, who employ Uonlif to K^jut C^Nt^* 

E e 
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day they will burft them, and then lighten thoCb of 
their vafDih'^ ; and perhaps that day is not very far 
diftant Many young minds are warmed with the 
examples of antiquity, and meditate in fecret 6n 
modern events: many after having forgotten them- 
felves for a moment in the hiftory of other nations, 
turn back their eyes with diflatisfa6tion to their 
own, and to themfelves. How in fa£t can fuch a 
government exift at the end of the eighteenth cen-i 
tury, in a country not furrounded with a triple 
wall of brals, in a country where feveral can read, 
and fome can think ; Will Ruffians in future fuffer 
themfelves to be treated like the people of Moroc* 
CO ? In our age, a|id in Europe, juftice, glory, vir- 
tues, or benefits can alone lan6lion the pofTeffion of 
ablblute power, and induce us to pardon the poflef* 
ion Reafon cannot be compelled to filence, but by 
being dazzled with great adions. Defpotifm is an 
idol, the arm of which is iron, but the feet of clay; its 
body is of a gigantic fize, but it is hollow ; its 
head is hidden in a thick cloud, which Haves take 
for heaven ; there are none but fools, however, 
who continue to worfhip it; none but cowards who 
pretend to pay k adoration. 

When I point out the nobility, as the only body 
in Ruflia on which liberty can firft rely on her 

* Let not the term of nobles ftartlc the reader : thofe of Ruflia do not form, 
like thofe of France and Germany, that feudal and chivalrous body which lite' 
rally conceived itfelf fprang of different bIo«d from other mortals, and which re- 
mained feparate from them by its morals and prejudices, as much as by its pri- 
vileges. The word n«ble, both in French and German, marks this diifcrence 
for it defignates an innate quality of the mind : dwor.mnoi, in RulTian, the term 
for 2 nohhman, implte* only a proprietor of land, becaufe land ciiR be pofTefled 
k/ none but a frccmaii.- 
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fetting foot in this empire, I do not mean the con- 
temptible herd that attends the courts as a flight 
of unclean ravens follows the campj to devour the 
carcafes. There, are everywhere vile and upftart 
valets, ftill more fo than thofe who were bom 
courtiers. It is neither the throne, the altar^ nor 
the perfon of the fovereign, that produces their 
attachment; it is the moft fordid cowardice; the 
man in favour and power is always the god they 
adore. I have feen them creep from favourite to 
favourite, as a caterpillar crawls from leaf to leaf, 
leaving his excrement on the laft he gnawed. 
There is not perhaps one of thefe wretches who 
now kneel to kifs the hand of Paul, who would 
not have cut off that hand a few months ago, at the 
command of a Potemkin. From fuch daftards 
nothing can be expedted but court intrigues or 
court revolutions, already too frequent in Ruffia, 
which ferve only to prolong barbarifm or mifery. 
But a few powerful families, in which knowledge 
has taken its feat as a ftranger beneath the roof oi^ 
hofpitality*; a few young men of courage and ta. 
lents^ deiirous of a name, will perhaps avail them- 
felves of feme happy circumftances, to qualify at 
leaft the oppreffive forms of government, till 
fome thing better can be done to fecure a fovereign 
worthy of power upon the throne, and give to a 
fenate or council of fome fort the influence now 
confined to unworthy favorites ; to prefcribe at leaft 

* Many of thefe families havt not lefs than twenty thoufand flaveSf towssy 
cannons, immenfe wealth, and, above ally relationsi who are generals and com- 
manders of regiments. This Is more than enough; one battle would. djuAii^ >^ 
bufmefs in their favor. 
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fome bounds to abufes^ which at prefent have not 
any. Wjiat a Dolgoruky could perform half a cen- 
tury ago, others may efFeft more permanently 
now*. This projeft, however it muft be confefled, 
can be conceived only by the nobleft ambition, to- 
tally divefted of petty interefts; it can be executed 
only by great courage, great reputation, and ftill 
greater perfeverance. There is a great difference 
between the pofleffion of talents to fill an impor* 
tant iftation with dignity, and having the little arts 
neceflary to obtain or preferve it; hence they, who 
are diftontented and in difgrace, are generally the 
choice of the nobility and of the inhabitants of 
Mofco; if thefe unite and once agree on a plan» the 
reign <^ blockheads is over. Of all dominations 
that of folly and ignorance over reafon and know- 
ledge, is the moft abfurd, and moft (hameful to bean 
In Ruifia every path to glory is blocked again ft the 
ambitious youth, who is confcious of the powers t^ 
reach it. Would he find glory in vanquiftiing fa- 
vages, or conquering steppes\ J under the orders of a 
fevourite^ a fool or a barbarian ? Would he fee it in 
the antichamber of the court ? Would he place it 
in thepurfuit of a fervile routine, or in forwarding 
plots, the impolicy or abfurdity of which he durft 
not blame, at fome foreign court or in fome office 
at home? No; for him the only road to glory is in 

♦ The familicf of Dolgornky, Galittin, Soltijtof, &c. have often dcfcrved 
well of Ruflia. They were the principal pcrfons concerned in fliakiiig off rhc un- 
worthy tyranny of a Mentchicof and a Biren ; and who would have eilabliflied 
ai lefs arbitrary government at the death of Peter II. 

f Steppes is the name given to the defert pMns that furround RuHia. It is 
;the beltzRu^^ genera] can do. 
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a new order orthings, to which every thing invites 
him. 

But a nearer and more unfortunate cataftrophe^ 
M^hich (eems to threaten the tzars^ is a difmember* 
ment of their extenfive territory. For a century 
paft, the empire of Ruffia^ like the pafte under 
the roling-pin of the cook, has grown thin in pro- 
portion as it has been extended. All the bulk of 
the centre has been fqueezed towards the circum- 
ference, to form a border, which is deceptive with 
regard to its real firength; thefe thickened borders 
will feparate from the centre, which will become 
unable to fupport them. If we caft our eyes on 
the map, we Ihall be furprifed at the vaft extent of 
that romantic emtpire/ reaching from the banks of 
the Viftula to the fartheft end of Afia, nay even to 
America, and from the borders of the fea of Aiia 
to Lapland. It compriles almoft a fourth of the 
inhabited continents. This fuperficies reckons at 
moft thirty millions of inhabitants; and thefe of 
twenty nations, diflfering in manners, language, 
and religion. And this immenfe territory is go* 
verned, from the centre of Peterlburg, might we 
l^ot fay from the midft of the court of the palace« 
from the middle of a battalion drawn up in a fquare, 
where five or fix officers falute the emperor with 
their fppntoohs ! To me the Ruffian empire appears 
like that fpider which with a very fmall body has 
long legs, that fall off at the lead obfirudion it 
meets in its gigantic march. Lefs than a Potem- 
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kin would fuffice to occafion this dlfmemberment ; 
but Ruflia will not gain much by it*. 

The happieft hope which Ruflia can entertain, 
18 that Ihe may one day fee on the throne an empe- 
ror fufiSciently wife and great to give it laws, to 
which he himfelf will fubmit; a prince of fucb 
magnanimity^ as to be afhamed to reign inglorious 
over a people deftitute of rights, and who may be 
capable of forming from the fummit of his throne 
a gentle and eafy defcent, to arrive at freedom 
without a fall. This is what a true friend of Ruffia 
and humanity ought to w^ifh; this alone can now 
immortalize an emperor. Peter I. himfelf lament- 
ed, that he was only the defpot of a nation of Haves. 
At an interview he had with the king of Pruffia at 
Parienwerder, he openly congratulated him on the 
bappinefs of being the king of a nation which he 
could govern by laws, while he could rule his only 
with the knout; and he promifed to beftow on it a 
milder government, as foon it Ihould be fufficiently 
civilifed to be i'ufceptible of it:|-. This time is 

♦ From the turn aflfairs arc taking^ it is not hazarding too much to prcdi^ty 
rliat the firft crack in this huge piece of pafte will take place on that fide tow<)rd8 
which it fecnni inclined fti)lto extpd illclf; I mean towards Turkey; whether 
the Greeks, regenerate and emancipjatcd, at length r^pcl the barbarous Muffulmcn 
4nd Ruflianfc ; oi rhc French make their way through the Hcilefpont. 

f This circumftancc was related by baron Pcellnitz, car-witncfs of this con- 
verfation with the king. Another, which does no lefs honour to this great 
chxtaiier, and which fhows how much he was above the little iroptrial vanities 
of his pretended defccndants, is» that, being furrounded by the Turkifli army» and 
dcfpairing of cfcape, he wrote to the fcnare, like a fecond Alexander : <* Cboofc 
•< for my fucceffor him who appears to you mod worthy." The fenatc at that 
^riod was very different from that of the prefent day: in it was a Dolgoruky; 
who, like Sully, had the courage ioiatUran lo itai xVvt tA\£X\ oC tht txar. 
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arrived: the Ruffians are well worthy to be per.* 
mitted by their fovereign to rife to th« level 
of the leaft enflaved people in Europe. Realbn 
and humanity would gain muchj had they but 
a mild government ; even where it abfolute^ as 
that of the Pruffia: under this new fyftem the 
Ruffians might ftili figure a long time in hiftory, 
and prepare themfelves for that grand revolution 
of the human mind, of which fome thiqk them 
already fufceptible. This can only be the Jaft ftcp 
of civilifation, and the return to fimple and pri- 
mitive ideas, after having revolved the immenfe 
circle of human errors and follies. Liberty and 
equality cannot conltitute the happinefs of roan- 
kind^ till the people Ihatl be prejudiced only in 
favor of found principles of government; it is to 
be feared that Ruffia is yet ages frono prejudices of 
fuch a nature. 

Take heart, then, stardhertzi Ruffians (Ruffi- 
ans of the old ftamp), who have trembled at the 
progrefs of the French revolution ; take heart all 
you, who ftill dread its fuccefs, and who tremble 
at a truth, as the guilty at a flafh of lightning: the 
time is not yet come. Before you arrive at that 
dreaded regeneration, you have Rill to pafs through 
all the fiages of civilifation. A nation muft be 
poliflied before it can be informed ; yours is yet 
in its infancy. Before it can dread democrats, de- 
magogues, and jacobins*, it muft have royalifts, 

* I know not what U now unilcrrtood in Ffuncc and Germany by this term Jacc- 
bin, whick is become fu dicadc-d ard cd'.wus ; V. u; 'i^ mi^r ^liU?'^ m-^ tv4.^v.' ^ ukxqSw^ . 
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ariftocratSj monarchifts: you have yet only (laves » 
Augment theirchains, fpill their blood, drink their 
fweat in fecurity: tear the infant from its mother's 

to inlbrm him what it implies in Ruffiai where it is as fatal to him to whom It is 
fffoif as that of a Jew was formerly to an anfbrtniiate Spaniard. The prefieat 
political lnquifidon has even more expeditious modes of proceedingi than thereU. 
(ious ever had. 

A man who can read and write, of whatever nation^ is ftrongly fufpeded. If 
he he a Frenchman, he is imdoubCedy a Jacobin. 

Whoever reads the gazettes ii a dangerous man: whoever talks of theni is 
m Jacobin. 

He who ibems to doubt that Sovarof with fifty thoufand Coflacks will cooqtfer 
Fiance in one campaigtt....Jacobin. 

He who dares fay that the French are good foldien, (hat the have any grot 
generals, and that die Auftrians have been fometimes beaten... Jacobin. 

He who ventures to entertain any doubt whether Poland belongs to Ruffia^ or 
whether it was allowable for the Poles to defend themfelves againft the Ruffians... 
Jacobin. 

Every Ruffian gentleman, who dares to fay that a man may ftill continue fop 
Ibme time a loyal fubje&, though he ceafes to be a vile (lave....Jacobln. 

Every captain in the guards, and every Ruflian officer, who dares to murmi% 
at his corporal's being made bis commanding officer.... Jacobin. 

The man who imagines that the Ruffians ihould be treated like men, and no 
longer fold or bartered like cattle.... Jacobin. 

A young nobleman, whofe dancing-mafter has not taught him to make a bow 
fufficiently low, and who, when he kilTes the emperor's hand, and does it not as 
tenderly as if it were that of his miftrefs....Jacobin. 

He whofe coachman, not knowing his tzarian majefty (who to be fure is cafy 
enough to be known) does not ftop his carriage, in order to alight, and proflrace 
himfelf in the fnow or in the mud....Jacobin. 

In Catharine's days, he who wore a dark green coat, and large boots, was 
fbongly fufpeded by the favourites. Now, the wearer of a light green coat, and 
half boots, is odious to Paul. 

Whoever is followed by a dog, wears a round hat, and has a waiflcoat without 
fleeves and flaps, is arreftcd, and treated as a Jacobin. 

This enumeration of particulars, which J could have enlarged, may appear 
perhaps to be an exaggeration ; but it is too true, that any one of thefe charges 
might prove fatal to the man againfl whom it was brought, and that the ruin of 
feveral perfons has been owing to caufes equally ridiculous, and not more rea- 
foaMc 
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bread, to compel her to fuckte your ptippics, that 
have loft theirs*: the day of retribution will not 
yet dawn on Ruffia. 

Do you fear a conftitution? you have not yet 
laws. Do you dread a national tiflembly? you 
have not yet a parliament, not even a divan; for 
your fenate is far from meriting fuch a name. Are 
your laws, your religion, contained anywhere, but 
in the emperor's head? Are not you foulaat hig 
difpolal ? Is not your meannefs his greatneft ; iHad 
your nullity the cypher that marks his value? Takg 
heart; your clock has not yet ftruck the hour of 
liberty. 

Before that hour, terrible to you, the fun will 
long continue to rife on the fame crimes. You 
will fiill change fovereigns before you change 
your government; you will fiill experience all 
the horrors of court revolutions, before you fee 
popular ones. 

In the end, however, this memorable epoch 
muft arrive, in RuflSa as elfewhere. The progre& 
of liberty is like that of time; flow, but fure ; and 
fome day will reach the north. Much has been 
written on the influence which climate muft have 
on man; and a political f philofopher maintaftji?, 
that it has a great deal on their laws and govern- 

* An atrocity of thi» nature aftually took place in Livonia. 
•f Montefquieu* 

F f 
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ments. With regard to fecondary ciroumftances, 
I believe it; but princij^es are everywhere the 
fame* Climate cannot a6): on the morals of a peo- 
ple, but from the want of law and religion, which 
iUrc tbdr primary regulators, and which may be 
tnmfplanted anywhere. I know well, that a defert 
and uncultivated plain in Ruflia will fpontaneoufly 
pr6duce fome plants different from thofe of a field 
USt untilled in France; but if one be ploughed up 
Mkie the other, and the fame feed fown in both, you 
will reap from tbenai the fame grain. Thus the in- 
fluence of. climates cannot perceptibly take place, 
except under the zones, where the human race has 
phyfically degenerated ; and befides, does not Ruf- 
iia include at prefent all the climates of Europe? 
What, fhall the Ruffian, the defcendant of the free 
and valliant Slavi, be condemned to perpepual 
ilavery, while, the Swede, ftill farther north, boafts 
his liberty? Shall Mofco, under the fame latitude 
with London, be forever a barbarian city, a Aran- 
ger to arts and laws? Under what climate then 
did the great Novogorod fiourilh fb early as the 
eighth century,«^that powerful, free, and com- 
mercial city, at a time when the people, who now 
boaft moft proudly of their liberty, ftill crouched 
ih ignorance beneath the feudal fyftem'*'? The 

* Aloumder Neffky> whom the Ruffian monlu have canooiCed as a faiot and 
a heroy completed the deftruAion of this illuftriout city by a general maflacre •£ 
all itt Inhabitants. Far from uniting himfelf to the Novogorodians, who cou- 
rageouily threw o£F the yoke of the Tartars, he took upon himfelf the offiee of eze« 
cutioner of his own fubjeds to plcate robbers, aod deftroyed the cities that refiifed 
€• pay tribute to foreigaert. 
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Slavi*, who founded that republic^ fecm, like the 
Franks, to bear their deftiny and charafter im- 
printed on their immortal names. A thouland 
years have not been fuificient to efface the noble 
impreffion. All the Ruffians have not yet forgot- 
ten, that their fathers were more happy than them- 
felves* 

* SlavXi in the Ruffian language^ Signifies glory. The word SLAvo'i^ or 
tLAVOMi, ivhich means thk oloxious, of which foreigners have maile slavi, 
SLAVES, and sclavoniansi is llrangely disfigured. Other etymologiftf main- 
tain ^ however, that all tho Slavian or SclaroDian nations being known in Europe 
as fubjugated, the appellation slavs was given in the weft to the unfortunate 
beings who had loft their liberty like them, and that from thefc regions every 
fpecics of fcrvitudc came into Europe. 



CHAP. VHi 



NATIONAL CHARACTER. 
.Qf.t!he aebk> the courtier, the peafanty the artificer, and the foldier of»Euffia. 

JL HE chara£ler of a Ruffian^ it has been iaid^ is to 
have no ch9ra6ler at all, but to poflcfs a wonderful 
capacity of aiTuniing that of other nations. If this 
be underftood of the higher clafs of Ruffians^ there, 
is much truth in the obfervation ; but the feme 
will equally apply to all people, who are^ but 
half poli(hed; and even to the inhabitants of all 
great cities, whofe phyfiognomies are confounded 
together as well as their manners^ becaufe they 
derive their inftitutions and food from the fame 
fources, becaufe their blood is mixed and their way 
of life is the fame* 

The noble Ruffian, the only one to be feen in 
foreign countries, or well known in his own, has 
in fa<5t a great aptitude for adopting the opinions, 
manners, cufloms, and languages of other nations. 
He can be as frivolous as a quondam French petit- 
imitre, as mufically mad as an Italian, as reafonable 
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as a German^ as lingular as an Engliihman, as 
mean as a flavc, and as haughty as a republican. 
He will change his tafte and chara£ler as eafily as 
the faftiion of his drefs ; furely, therefore, this 
fupplenefs of mind and fenfes is a diftinguiihing 
feature. 

This great pliability will not appear aftonilh- 
ing, if it be remembered, that the Ruffians are a 
new people on whom all nations have had more 
or lefs influence. From foreigners they have re- 
ceived arts, fdences, vices, and but few virtues. 
The genius of the government, and the particu- 
lar charafler of the emperor, are imprinted on .all 
the nation, as on one fingle individual ; and the 
Gr^ek religion, an abfurd te€t of chriftianity, has 
completed the alteration of its nature. It may be 
fiiid of the Ruffian, that his government debafes 
him, that his religion depraves him, and that his 
pretended civilifation has corrupted him. 

Thus the primitive character oF-this great na- 
tion can be traced only through all thefe vicious 
inftitutions. A thoufand years under the domi- 
nion of Farcgues, the Tartars, and its own tzars, 
have not been able to efface it ; what then mufi this 
people have been, which even now difplay fo many 
excellent qualities! The Ruffian peafant, with- 
out property, without religion, without morals, 
without honour, is hofpitable, humane, willing to 
ferVe, gay, faithful, and brave: the farther you 
penetrate into the country, remote ftovc\ c\\a^^,n>\^ 
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better you find him ; the iDoft favage is always the 
worthieft man, the fartheft from the capital is the 
neareft to virtue; in a word^ he has all thofe in- 
nate qualities^ which remind us of patriarchal man- 
ners ; his vices are only adventious. The remains 
of barbarifm^ ftill exhibited by the moft enlighten- 
ed part of the nation^ prefents a difgufting con- 
trftft. This barbarifm is difplayed in vulgarity of 
manners^ An infulting contempt of mankind in 
generaU difclain of inferiors, and fervile fears of 
fuperiors, indijHerence for everything tending 
to improvement, ignorance of the forms of ib- 
ciety> infolent pride^ bafenefs, immodefty, want 
of patriotifm and public fpirit ^ but above all ^ 
the want of that honor which (bmetimes nearly 
anfwers the end of probity, and even of virtue. 
The half enlightened Ruffian is the moft abje£l of 
men; he crawls like the worm, which invites the 
foot of the oppreflbr to crufh him. 

The femi- barbarian is peculiarly fit for the 
trade of a courtier; for he is equally cruel, cove« 
tous, cowardly, and cunning: but when fpeaking 
of a Ruflian, we muft not affix to the word courtier 
thofe ideas of urbanity, elegance of manners, and 
delicacy of mind, with which the courtier is em- 
bellifhed in other countries. In Ruflia, he who 
makes his way at court, particularly with the great^ 
is frequently the moft impudent and infamous of 
men, who is ready to offer his back to the king 
of the frogs, not lying in a marih, butfwayedby 
an arm as vigorous as that oi Peter I. No man 
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who thinks rightly, no young man of a nofale 
mind or cultivated underftanding^ will pleafe at 
court; and if his birth or circumftances lead him 
thither^ he will be in difgrace the moment he i$ 
found out. 

In general the Ruffians are fond of acquiring 
information, and have a refpeA for ftrangers ; fueh 
only as are totally -deftitute of education hate fo* 
reigners^ or are jealous of them^ when they come 
into competition with them. One thing, Jefs.J^ 
their honor^ likewife diftinguiflies the Ruffidnt; 
this is a bafe and fervile kind of politenefs, which 
evaporates in foolifh flattering compliments.* Their 
cringing geftiitef, and humble and fubmiffive 
countenance before their fuperiors remiiki you 
of their oriental flavery. They know not howvto 
be polite without meannefs, or to flatter without 
falfehood; but.atthis we cannot wonder; for to be 
truly polite, a man muft be truly a man of virtue, 
and not'a6t^ from conftraintor intereft, what ought 
to proceed from right feeling and a due fenfeof 
decorum. 

In Ruflia the higher clafles may be divided in- 
to two ^astSj abfolutely difiering in manners and 
opinions. They appear as beings of difierenc cen- 
turies ; and you would fcarcely fuppofe them to be 
of the lame nation^ though they are frequently of 
the fame family. The one are thofe that reprobate 
alt reform, inftru6lion, and improvement; they 
would carry the nation back to a ftate of barbw\fe\» 
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and keep it apart from all the reft of Europe ; 
they confider all civiljlation as perveriion, and 
deem Peter \. the corrupter^ not the legifiator, of 
his empire ; they are made up of fuperftition^ igno- 
ranee* and prejudice. The political raskolmkis 
deteft foreigners more than the Turks of Chinefe*; 
but they frequently poilefs native morals and vir- 
tues, and the excefles of the French revolution 
render their fyftena triumphant. The othenu 
adoptiog the manners and cuftoms of Europe, en* 
deavour to keep pace with their contemporaries, 
afadtoo often outdo them in corruption and ab* 
furdity. They glory in defpifing, or being igno- 
rant of the ancient cuftoms of their own country ; 
they have fenfe, are ibciable, and poflefi knowledge 
and talents. Among thefe you will find amiable 
men and of great merit; but for the moft part they 
have more politenefs than honefty, more depravity 
than information, more vanity than pride. Thelb 
are at preient out of favour at court; and the 
gleams of the French revolution have terrified 
ieveral who return with docility to the fl^irts of 
barbarifm. 



• Nothing can ttpiak the nidenefs'with which thty fomctimct apoftrophife 
fortigners. We have bread, they fay, and you are forced t« come to ut, othcr- 
vife yoQ wouM he ftarted. Wretches, too harharout to blafh at the caufct of 
that ahuudance of bread* which they boaft. Yes, a few thoufands of their fel- 
lows eat wheaten bread, becaufe thirty millions of (hves browze on herbty and 
fnaw birch bark, on which they feed like the beaTers, who furpafs them in nn- 
derftanding. A few cities enjoy the pleafures of life^ and exhibit palacesy becaufe 
whole provinces lie defolate, or contain only wretched hovels, in which you 
would expedt to find bears rather than men. In the caves of robbers, too, you 
may find abundance, and the traveller who had loft his way roif ht eiq^ience 
ho(]pitaiity. 
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Amid all thefe defefls^ the Ruffian nation has 
remained exempt from three fatal errors, ^hich 
have tainted the reft of Europe with crimes and 
abufes. The Ruffians have never eftablifhed among 
them the falfe point of honor, of avenging the lie by 
a murder'*'; their hiftory mentions no war, nomaf- 
facre, occafioned by religious fanaticifmf ; and they 
have never confidered birth as fuperior to meritf . 
Hitherto in Ruffia its nobles have not been efteem* 
ed in the inverfe ratio of their fa6litious value, I 
mean, their antiquity; but what is there called no- 
bility has an origin truly valuable and noble^ that 
of liberty ; a noble lignifying only a man who is 
free and poHefles land, as already obferved. 

Next to drunkennefs, the moft prominent and 
common vice of the Ruffians is theft. I doubt 
whether any people upon earth be more inclined 

* The Ruffians, at well at the Greeks and Ronaant, have fliewn that a warrior 
may be brave without the madneCs of cutting hit comrade's throat in a duel. The 
officer, who returns with his cane a blow you have given him with your hand, 
mounts to the ailault the next Inftant at a hero. At the fiune timt it it true, that, 
in a fociety, where the affront of a box on the ear may be wiped out by knocking 
a man down, and where you may fpit in the face of him who infulti you with his 
tongue, that politenefs and ceremonious refpcA, which poliflied nations praAife, 
are not to beexpeAed : accordingly the Ruffian o6kers in general refemble a band 
of footmen in uniform. A Ruffian prince affirming fomething to me '< on the 
*< word of a man of honor," I Cald to him: '^ How can you pledge me the word 
<* of another?" This repartee might have been addrc0ed with propriety to moft 
bf them : but thofe who iuvc education are inferior to none in point of honor and 
politenefs. 

f The perfeeution of the raikoloikit by the liturgift Nicon is fcarcely an ex- 
ception. 

} Paul is endeavouring to cRablilh a Gothic nobility, to make out ^nfiakiii{>w« 
-al t;cc«, aid to introdiirr heraldrv, the only fc\ei\ctV\e a\\oNi^Xo\>^ «;>akVC\N'jSR^. 
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naturally to appropiate to themfelves the property 
of others; from the firft minifter to the general 
dfficer, from the lacquey to the foldier, all are 
thieves, plunderers, and cheats. In Rullia theft 
does not infpire that degrading contempt which 
fflgmatizes a man with infamy, even among the 
loweft of the populace. What the thief dreads moft 
is the being obliged to return his booty, for he 
reckons a caning as nothing; and if detected in 
flie faft, he cries with a grin ; Finmatigospondin! 
vitiavai: *' I have done wrong, fir;" and returns 
what he had ftolen, as if that were a fufficient 
amends. This Ihameful vice, pervading all clafles, 
fcarcely incurs blame. It fometimes happens, that 
your pocket is picked in apartments at court, to 
which none but perfons of quality and fuperior 
officers are admitted, as if you wcrein a fair*. A 
ftranger, who lodges with a Ruffian, even a kniaz, 
will find to his coft, that he muft leave nothing on 
his dreffing table or his writing delk; it is even a 
Ruffian maxim, that what is not locked up belongs 
to any one who will take it. The fame quality has 
been falfely afcribed to the Spartans; but an En- 
gliftiman, who has publillied a book on the refem- 
blance between, the Ruffians and Greeks, after 
having proved, that they eat, fing and flcep like 
them, has forgotten to add, that in ftealing they 
are flill more expert. 

* The king of Swecdcn, after the battle of the 9th of July 1790, invited a 
party of Ruffian officers, who had been made prifoners, to dine with him. On?. of 
them ftole a plute. The ofFcndcd king then ordered them all to be diftributcJ 
a.nong the fmall -towns, whtic they never again ate off lilvcr. 
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Whence is it, that the Ruffians are more addict^ 
ed to theft than other half poliflied nations ;il« it 
becaufe dealing is lefs fevereiy punilhed in Ruffia* 
than elfewhere? No; it is owing to the immorality' 
of the Greek fe6l*, the want of laws and police, and^ 
efpecially the bad education of the nobles, whd,^ 
from the cradle furrounded by flaves, imbibe frono 
them the bafenefb of their own fentiments* • ' * 

If you are more expofed to pilfering in Ruffia 
than in other countries, you are in lefs danger 

* One proof, that it is their religion paiticularly, "which leaves, or rather gives 
then; this quality is, that it is not common amoHg the people of other religions 
who live under the Ruffian government. The muiTulnuin Tatars are of tri^d fideli- 
ty ; even the pagan Siberians are of exemplary good faith; and the Livonians, 
Erthonians, and Fins, who are luthcrans, are neither knaves nor thieves. The 
worihip of images, however, has introduced one happy prejudice among the Rulfi? 
ai:s. He who would force open a ftrong box without fcruplc^ dares notbre;ik. a feal^ 
The follawing is a fa£l: Having one day given a young foldiei', my ftrvint', tWo' 
ruMes, for two letters, which I ordered himtocarry tothe poft-ofiicc, I w^ntput. 
Oil r:;V rdurn I difcove.cd that my trunk had been broke open, and robbed of 
ten rubles in copper, which were in it : and I learned, that my foldlcr had^eh* 
gaming with the courtiers of the chancery, to whom he had 1q(J a great deal of, 
n,'..v.':y. lie was fought after by my orders, but in vain ; and I announced him as 
:; dr.;' . ttr. Three days after he appeared, fell at my feet, and b<*gged forglventfs, 
eonfcfTing, that he had floled the ten rubles, and concealed himfelf in the depth 
if a wood, but hunger and repentance had brought him back. Inllead of dclivcr- 
in^i l.irr. up as a thief and deicrtcr, I fatisficd myfelf with ordering a non-commttW 
r.or.cQ ofiiccr to give him twenty blows with a cane. At this order l^c fell at my^ 
feet again, and begged me with tears to puni(h him more fevereiy," that nothing 
might lie on his ccnTcience, he faid, for having robbed his madcr, that he d«- 
fcrvcd a hundred blows at Icafl, and that he would have more if 1 fent him to 
ther«i;innent. He pcr.'ifted in his entreaties to obtain this fingular favour. Sur- 
prlfed at fuch a requeft, and moved by his penitence, I was far from granting it, 
hut I faid to him, " Now you have confeffcd the whole, tell me what you did 

«« with the letters, as they were of importance." " Sir, I carried them to the 

<* pofr-otnce.'*....** What! would you make me believe that you did not begin 
" with gaming away the two rubles I "gave you, before you broke open my 

« trunk ? « Ah ! fir, God forbid that I fliould touch njoney belonging to any- 

" thing fealed." In faft, after having loft nible after ruble of the money he hai' 
llolcn, he had carried the letters and the money for lU«m ^o \.Vvt ^^-^^^^> -wiW 
received the anfwers m due courfc. 
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6f being aflaffinated than even in England.' I 
traveded' the vacant fpaces of Peterfburg^ and the 
defers of Rdffia, with more- Tecurity than the 
^crowded ftreets of London > or the well frequented 
foad% of France. Wherever I found a hut^ I was 
fare of meeting hofpitality at the threlhold ; and if 
I ^ore a- cockade in my hat, I was refpefted and 
even feared by the iU-difpoied. 

If dealing and drunkennefs be the moft promi- 
nent vices of the Ruffians, hofpitality and courage 
are the moft ftriking qualifications. 

From the extreme of wretched nefs fome good 
^rifes^ as germs from the bofom of corruption. 
The countries where men are flaves or favages, 
are thinly peopled, even if they be fertile; hence 
in fuch countries men are ftrangers to want, and, 
if allowed ever fo little of their time and ftrength, 
can procure the necelftries of life in abundance. 
Haying few wants, and their property being iA- 
fccure, they live from hand to mouth, and freely 
beftow what they have. A vaflal readily (hares his 
bread, his fait, and his hut with the traveller; and 
the noble is equally prompt to admit the ftranger 
to partake of his table and his pleafures*. Every 
year the Ruffian or Liyojoian flave may fet fire to 
a foreft^ and fow the virgin earth, which will re- 



* In Ruffia parafitcs are net yet dcfpifed. The general, the lich merchant, 
eyeryman in tolerably eafy <;ircun*ftaiices, keeps a fort of open houfe, fo that his 
friends and acquaintance, officers inthe 8riny> and the crowd 6f young men And 
fyrcl^tis who have fio houfeor home^ daily find admiiTion to his table. 
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turn him ten or fifteen fold : this Have employe for 
his own ufe only fo much of his time and produce 
as is abfolutely neceilary to prevent his dying with 
hunger or linking under fatigue; all the reft is 
deftined to augment the fuperfluities of his lord'*'* 
Now in Rufliaj where there are thirty thoufand 
flaves^ there are not a hundred thouland lords^ 
who fatten on their fweat, and blood ; and thele 
alone compofe the consumers of an immenle and 
fertile empire. It is not furprifing therefore^ to 
tee the Ruffian lords difplay a luxury and profu- 
fion^ which impofe upon the people, and which 
you would feek in vain where good and ill are 
more equally diftri]>uted4 Many of thele great 
lords, it muft be avawedj poflefs laudable qualities. 
They are in general more inclined to enjoy wl^at 
they have, than to accumulate wealth; their riches 
are confiantly renewing) like the race of men 
whence they flow, and frequently- coft them ^no- 
thing to acquire. The munificenjce. of their tzar, 
and peculation of «very kind; are conimonly their 
impure fources; but they know that they may lofe 
them as cafily as they were procured; and there- 
fore they enjoy them while it is in their power. 
This fome of them do fo nobly, that they gain 
credit for virtue, or at leaft for remorfe. 

f Many Ruffian and Livonian lords make their flavet work five dayt in the 
week: fome even leave thefe poor creatuies only the day of reft to cultivate the 
ground that muft feed their family. But I leave the taik of exhibiting at large the 
inconceivable evils which the Ruffians^ and more efpecially the wretched Livoni- 
ansy fufier, to one of my friends, who hi treating this fubjedl and feveral others 
more minutely. Rcckel.(j) has lately roofed the indignation of Germany itfelf, 
by drawing a picture of their condition* Never did the feudal fyflem^ or (be 
himk codci prefent fuch attrocities. 

(t) Author of Si German work, ItlMcdTYi^LitXV^tivM^^. 
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The genius of the'Ruffian' people tuf ns eargerly 
to commerce, for which it appears to be particu- 
larly calculated. When a peafant can obtain a 
pafTport from- his matter*, he haftens to quit his 
ungrateful fields, and apply to fome trade, in hope 
of accumulating money enough to purchafe hi» 
liberty; but in this he is frequently deceived f. 
The Ruffian tradcfmen, for the moft part^flaves, 
and fettered befides by the regulations of govern- 
mcnjt, can feldomxife to great fpeculations, in fpite 
of all their induftry; they cqnfine themfelves to 
inland traffic ; ^nd, inftead pf being merchants in 
their jown country, they are merely faftors for the 
Englifli, and find themfelves obliged to be content, 
as the Jews in other countries, with the little pro- 
fits of retail dealers and pedlars. 

It is truly aftonilhing, to fee how flrenuoufly 
Ruffian politics tend to ruin the fubjeds of that 
empire. Thefe cannot carry on trade to advan- 
tage, but in proportion to the rivalry between fo- 
reign nations, that have need of the natural pro- 
duftions of their country; yet the cabinet of Pe- 

* For five and twenty rubles a j'car, a peafant fomctimcs oltains a paffport, 
or licence, from his marter, under favor of which he can cxcrcife his ingenuity 
in the ciiics j but this tiibutc is increafcd in proportion to his induftry. 

f The Rufiian flave, when he has contrived to make a little purfe, cannpt al- 
ways offer it for his ranlbm ; for his maftcr fomctimcs appropri-tcs his trcafure to. 
his own ufe. Many of thefe flaves become very rich; but their mafier refufes to 
fell them their liberty, confiderinj^ their capitals, and >heir induftry, as his pro- 
perty, and as a laft refource for himfclf. There arc matters, who, iftcr ihey have 
ruined themfelves by gambling, h^vc fearchcd the houfes of their fiavcs, to feize 
on all they could find in them. This plundering is one of the reafons for which 
the peafants frequently bury their money, and die before they have bten able f 
difcovcr it to their children. 
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terlbufg have (hut all their port5 to the competi- 
tors of England. The Englilh are the fole pur- 
veyors of Ruffia, and the arbiters of the price of 
its produce, as well as of the value of its rubles^ 
fince they alone fix the rate of exchange. In ftiort, 
they carry on this trade to the fame advantage at 
is done with all barbarous nations, the government 
of which fells exclufive privileges to fome lingle 
company*. 

Mirabeau has faid, that the Ruffians are the 
nioft malleable of all people. A young peafant, 
rough, favage, timid, torn from his hamlet, isme- 
tamorphofed into an elegant and adroit footman^ 
or a fpruce and courageous foldier, in lefs than a 
month. His matter makes him in a (hort time his 
tailor, his mufician, or even his furgeon, or coun- 
Jellor at law. 

* Whatever the people in Ruffia may fay, ths balance of trade is always 
againft them ; the natural produdions of that immcnfc empire not being fufEcient 
to pay for the foreign articles of luxury imported into the two capitals. One fliip, 
laden with Englilh hardware, is equal in value to thirty laden with iron, hemp, or 
timber. The Englifti carry away leather, and bring back (hoes ; grain, for which 
they return beer, ice. The only nation with which Ruffia could carry on an im» 
mediate exchange of produce, is France, from which it might receive oil and wine; 
but thefe Ruffia choofes to purchafe at the third or fourth hand, and pay doubl 
the price for them. 

The Ruffians, feeing their corn difappcar, and nothing but paper left, notwith* 
(landing the great quantity of gold and filvcr they draw from Siberia, fuppofc it is 
carried away by the ftrangers who come to their country to feck their fortunes, 
follow aits or trades, or Icrvc in the army. This, however, is a great miftake. Sol- 
diers, or men of letters, feldom grow rich ; and in Ruffia lefs than anywhere ; the 
artift and the mechanic, too, more frequently meet poverty than wealth j and moll 
of thefe ftrangers die or fettle in the country. All who arrive bring ai Icaft a few 
ducats with them ; and there is not one in twenty who goes away with any pro- 
perty .• if a calculation were made, the balance with rcfpeft t« thefe would bk va. 
favour of Ruffia. For a long time none but mUf\c\MV*, m\3k\mcx%, ^vtiiBk\k\Ofc»* 
and Uxi^Viiltmcnj have enriched themfeives InRuiSvik. 
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I had been told iL hundred times, that the beft 
way to teach them any thing was by blows. I could 
not believe it; but I law it was fo. When a' few^ 
hundred recruits are delivered to an officer to form 
a' new battalion,' the tloth and te&ther neceflary 
fbr equipping them are given him at the fame timel 
Having drawn the poor' fellows up in a rank, he 
lays to one, " You (hall be tailor to the company;'* 
to another, *' You (hall be Ihbemaker ;'* to a thinJ^ 
" You (hall be mufician." If they grumble, they 
receive fome ftrokcs with the cane, and a few bad 
implements arc given them, to go and praftife'af 
their refpeftive employments. The caning is re- 
peated occafionally, till they produce a boot or a 
garment tolerably well made, and can play the 
march of the reginrent. " But/' fald I to a colo- 
nel, who boafted of thus having formed the Mbfco 
grenadiers, " among thofe men there muft have 
*' beenfeveral who had exercifed in -their own vil- 
'' lages the trades you wanted : why, inftead of 
•^ choofing them yourfelf, did you not interrogate 
*' them on this head ? he who could play on the 
*' balaleika* would have made a good fifer ; and he 
*« would have made the beft (hoemaker, who had 
*« learned of himfelf to make Iappis'\:' — O/' re- 
plied he, " yoii are a ftranger; you know nothing 
*^ of our Ruffians: among all thofe fellows, there 
** was not one who would have confefTed what he 
»* could do." Strange and melancholy truth ! but 
it is not fo with the Ruffian alone; it is the fame 

* A fort of lute with two firingty on which the Ruifian pcaUnts play. 
f Shoes of linden bark, vVvkh lYit B.>^an& ii t». . 
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with the flave of every country; and always will 
be^ where a man is obliged to exert his corporal 
and mental faculties by compulfion. 

This fpirit of mechanical obedience unpofed on 
thaRuffians^ has an unfortunate influence on all 
their imitative arts. They have a national mufic 
of their own invention, which is extraordinary, and 
bears the charaderiftic ftamp of their enflaved 
genius: it appears formed to be executed by a ma« 
chine^ rather than by men. About half a hundred 
niulicians, as they are called^ have each a horn, dif- 
fering in lize in regular gradation, like the pipes of 
an organ ; each of thefe horns give but one tonej 
and each of the players has before him only one 
note, the greater or leis length of which, and the 
longer or ihorter intervals between its repetitionsj 
form all the variations. Thus thefe inuficians, 
each repeating his own note, perform by common 
accord the fimpleft and even the mod complicated 
airs. The bulk of thefe horns, and the purity and 
depth of their tones, render their concert fublime ; 
and its effect is particularly grand by night, and in 
the open fields. I doubt the poffibility, howeverj 
of forming a band for this llrange mufic anywhere 
but in RuflSa; as it would not be eafy to mufter 
fifty men, who would confent to dedicate their lives 
to the ible purpofe of founding one note on a horn^ 
and wait whole hours meafuring refts, in expe^« 
tion of the moment for (bunding this note, incapa- 
ble of being moved by the air they are employed 
in playing, or by the art they ^to^^^^* "^ofCcvvcw^ 
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but an automaton^ an organ-pipe, or a flave^ can 
be brought to this exa6thers. The Greeks and Ro- 
mans had flaves like wife, but they had liberal aits: 
in Ruflia there are none ; all the arts there are fer- 
vile or foreign j and can be naturalized only With 
freedom. 

' Whether he exercife arts, guide the life-fupport* 
ing plough, or handle the deftroftive muiket, the 
RuflSan, is fettered, and trembles under the lalh of 
a mafteir; all the qualities of his mind are withered, 
and the tendered feelings of his heart an^ out- 
raged*. How aftonilhing is it, that, with thefe de- " 
bafed beings, torn by force from their families as a 
fheep frdm the fold, and of whom the greater part 
die of grief and terrors before they reach the army, 
to which they are driven by the cane, RuiBa (hould 
have gained fo many vi^ories over her neighbours? 
Reafons for fuch apparent contradidion, however, 
may »e afligned. The Ruffian, who can fup- 
port the wretched life neceflary to complete the 
education of a foldier, may be confidered as an in- 
vulnerable, or at lead infenfible being, immerfed 
in the waters of the Styx. Scarcely one in three 

* Whathai difgufted me ii, to fee men with grey hairi and patriarchal beards, 
lying on their faces, with their breeches down, while they were flogged like chil- 
dren. Still more horrible ! I blulh to write it ; there are mafters, who fometimes 
force the fon to inflidt this puniibment on his father; and, m«ll abominable of 
all, there are fons who comply with fuch an infult. Thefe and many other horrid 
a&ioM are committed chiefly In the country, where the lords, in their caftles, ex- 
ercife the fame authority over men as over animals. Even women are fubjeded 
to the m«ft indelicate infultt. Thefe barbarities, however, become more rare, and 
infpirc the better kind of Ruffians with as much horror at they do my readas ; 
but tkey are ftill committed, and atteft to what a pitch of de;gradation the hunun 
fp^ies may be reduced. 
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endures, the trial, but he who does, remains )nde«' 
fattgable, and hard as the iron that had repeatedly 
pailed under the hammer. From the proud Ruf- 
fian prince, who would devour a raw turnip or .cu- 
cumber, after haying gormandised on the mofi ex^ 
quifite diihes at a fumptuous table'', to the filthy 
Siberian, who feeds on ftinkingfifii, all the Ruffians 
feem to have iron confiitutions, capable of fupport* 
ing equally the extremes of heat and cold, of glut* 
tony and abftinence. The veteran foldiers are the 
hardeft of men. Reeking from the vapour bath, 
they roll themfelves naked in the fnow, and fleep 
on a bed of ice. From the fevereft toil they pafs to 
the moft jndolentrepofe; after the longeft and molt 
rigid abfiinence, they gorge themfelves with food 
with impunity ; and with a soukare (-bilcuit) and an 
onion in their pocket, they will travel fixty. verfts 
a day, to follow Suvarof, 

LafTant la faim> la foif, et la fatigue^ 
Le foldat Rufle affrontc les revers, 
Brave le moit| et £r4Dchit kt ikfatif 
Friset (bumis, de foi-mdme prodigue^ 
Guider fon braa> il d^tniit rimiven. 

« The Ruffian— hunger, thhA, fctigue fnbduci, 

" Hit foe acrofs each defcrt irild purfues^ 

« Dare advnfe fortune, daret impending &te> 

" And prodigal of lifie it bravely gircat. 

** Humble, yet proudy his banners wide unfurl'd, 

<* Guide but his arm, he'll fubjugate the world." 

In (hort, if, as it has long been imagined, to be 
a good foldier require nothing more than to be a 

* Potemkin lias often been feen to prcfent hlm(elf in the midft of his courtiert 
with his legs bare, and his hair about his ears, eating a raw carrot or tucai^^^VsASk 
juft come from the cmprefs's table. 
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veiy exa^ machine, the Ruflfian muft certainly be 
the bdt in the world. His valour is fo mechanical 
and lb docile*, that he dreads the cane of the officer 
more than the cannon of the enemy ; it may be laid 
of him, that he is afraid to be a coward. Contrary 
to what is feen in many other nations, the Ruffian 
Ibldier is more intrepid than his officer. He has 
jpowerful incentives in his ferocious difpofition^-^ 
lave of plun^j and defperatfon. The officer 
^arits thefey^nd is dften deftitnte of that fenfe of 
honour, coprage, and patriotifm. Catharine fub- 
ftituted for thefe a bait of various recompenfes^ of 
whi^lhe was prodigal on all occafions. Every 
officer prefent at an^^engagementf was promoted a 
ftepi they^ who were mentioned with honour by 
the general in his report, received crofles, or gold- 
bilted fwords; afid thl^^^ho Were wounded/ pea- 
fants or peniions. I have feen officers, who in one 
campaign had received two crofTes, a gold-hilted 

* The Ruffian foldier fometimes gives very laughable proofs of this mecha- 
nical exadnefs. Peter I. YiiA fflued ofdcrs that every man who went through the 
ftreets without a laDtem afterten •'clock at night, fhould he flopped. A phyficiaa 
returning from a viftt to a patient, was preceded by his lervant with a lantern. THe 
lerrant was 'fo£Eered to pad, but the phyiician, notwithftandiog all he could lay, 
w^s condu^d by the fentry to the guard-houfe. In a battle with the Swedes, a 
galley was funk, on board of which were feveral oflkerB of the guardt. The tom- 
maiHer of the next galley cried out to hit men : ** Save the officers of the gnards." 
One poor fellow finking held up his arm for affi^ance, and a foMier caught bold 
of it ; but before he would pull him out, he aiked, ** Are yon an officer of the 
*' guards } '* The poor fellow being unable to anfweri the foldier let kim go, ani 
he perifhed. 

^ The foldiers received t filver nfed^, and I hive ken whole regtmtnts, where 
none but the recruits jufi arrived^ere without them. The medal diflributcd to 
thofe who were prefent at the expedition againfl Tfchefme, or Ckiaomeney where 
the Turkifh fleet was burned, has great fublimity in the infcription; BouiL> 
*' I was there." Paul recompenfes bis foldjers by giving permiffion to a regiment* 
with whofe fcrvaccs he is fcitlaficd, Vo ufe th»-c»;lwk^\i.V\ Hkt.c«. 
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fword« and two promottoMk There.i^a wide dif- 
ference, ho\^eyer, between the valor of tbefe IbU 
diers and th-at of thofe warriors, whofe heroic ex* 
ploits were rewarded by a branch of oak, or the 
finoiple approbation of their countfy^ . 

The Ruffian foldiei: haS( retailed fon^e virtufgfi 
of wbidi he frequently exhibits proofs aoud^hA 
excefles in which he too often ioduigefi;fWf not* 
withftanding the dread and horror whic^ th^pta- 
fant feels^for the life of a Ibldier, young^fnen. bava 
been feen to caft tfaemfelves at the feet (rf^ the fe^ 
cruiting officers, and beg that they, n^ight be takes 
in ftead of a brother^ . about to be i tonl £rpni hia 
family*. The greatn^ of fuch a Gierifice can only 
be properly eftimated when we recoiled that a Ruf- 
fian foldieris iolifted not for a certain nunaber of 
years, but for hia whole life. Onee dragged from 
his hut and all that are dear to him, he muft grow 
old under the fevereft difcipline, if he do not fall by 
the fword of the en^my. If he be manied, fcarce- 
ly will he have quitted hia wife before his mafter 
may give her auoth^r^; and if he l>ave children, 

* I was much interefted fdr a youog mao, who had come five hundx^d milei| 
to b^ that he might be received into the itgkneot InHead of hit brother, who had 
a huge family ; and I fpoke of it to tbc mioifter at war» relating the particulars 
of a facrifice, which in my opinion defer ved to be rewarded by fetting.the ioldier 
at liberty, without -detaining hit geoeroui biothcr. A relation o£ the minifter, 
who was prefenty faid, « Wc muft difmifs all our foldiers, then ; for I have feea 
'< fuch thiogf at would aftonifii you a thouiaod timet". This filenced me, not 
knowing which to admire moft, the aatucal goodne(t •£ ihcKufliaa flayet,er the 
hard-heartedneft of their lordt. Thit man had been taken by Pugatflief, tied up 
in a bag, and wai on the point of being thrown into a river, when a Ruffiao pai^ 
fy delivered him. 

f Thit it forbidden I but it frequently done) l\vaSL\Viti&aA»f %\tkic»CGA. ^rcv^ 
Dot he dinifhtd: fot lie woald be obligate (u^;^^ t^''qn&t«Clj^^^!&^^«^\VoX 
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he will never behold them again"^. He is loft^ dead 
to his fomily for ever. 

You then fee him giving proofs of courage and 
confidence in generals, which ferve him inftead of 
patriotifmf ; (b the well-trained dog difplaysfrom 
obedience the fame courage, as the generous lion 
defending his liie or liberty. In his bravery, na- 
tive hilarity, gait, and cleanlinefs. the Ruffian 
ibldier is admirable. There are regiments, whichj 
for thefe fixty years, have been almoft always in 
fight of the enemy. Thefe continual combats have 
rendered the Ruffians warlike ; but the fcenes at 
Otcbakof, Ifma'il, and Prague, and the.de vaftati- 
ons in unhappy Poland, haveitamped their valour 

hf marrying hf r ?gain, the fame fields arc cultivated by the hulband's fucceflor, 
who pays the fame tribute. Frequently a lord marries a #out girl of twenty to a 
hfo/f of tenor twelve, in order to eftablifli a fidh boulhold. Sometimes a father 
of anumeraus young family, finding his talk too fevere, folicits a (lout wife for 
one of his boys, and fupplies the place of a hufband to his daughter-in-law, till 
tiie child is grown up. Such diforderly condud is very comon in the country. 

* The foldier never obtains a furlough. 

f At thefiege of Otchakof, apicquet guard, going to an advanced poll, met 
an officer in the trenches, whofaid to them : " The Turks have made a fally ; the 
** po&t to which you are going, is already in their hands } turn back or you will 
*• be cut to pieces." — " WTat is that t© us ? anfweredone of the foldiers ; prince 
^ Dolgoruky is anfwerabie for us." Notwithftanding the officer's reprefentatioiis, 
they went on, and returned no more. 

At the attack which the Torki made upon Kimburg, Suvarof went outdiunk, 
at the head of his garriron« to repulfe the enemy. The Rulfians gave way at the 
firft charge, and feveral took to their heels. A foldier, enraged, flapped the fugi- 
tives with his bayonet, and obliged them to turn back, and charged at their bead, 
at if he had been their officer. CathaiTine, being informed of this aAion, which 
was the caufe of the firft viAory in the la ft war, would have given him a com- 
miftion: but this he refufed, faying that he could neither read nor write, and 
would rather be a good foldier than a bad officer. The emprcls then feiit him a 
gold mcdstJ, jnd conferred on Vk\m a petitvoTvoUVaetWxv<k^4TVLV:Ves ^^ol.| 
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with the moft ferocious barbarity. Yet this was 
the charafter of the generals that comroanded them» 
of Catharine who excited them, rather than their 
own. Yet amid that horde of favages which fhe 
let loofe upon that wretched nation, by the fide of 
th)^ Suvarofs, Denifofs, Kakofikies, and Kretfchet- 
nikofs, whofe names are even leis barbarious than 
their characters/ might be feen the Repnms, Gzt* 
litzins, Buchfhefdensj Ferfens, the young Tolftoi^ 
and feveral fuperior officers, whofe humanity ited 
even urbanity formed a complete contraft to the 
barbarity of their companions. The Ruflians, who 
became fo ferocious under the reign of' Catharine, 
were much lefs fo under that of the mild Elizabeth* 
Their memory is ftill refpeCied in Pruflia ; the 
conduA and difcipline which they obferved there 
during' two years,-^ were acknowledged with gra- 
titude by the inhabitants. The irregular Coflacs, 
the Bafhkirs, the Kirghifes, aiid the Calmucs, who 
compofe their light troops, are the only barbari- 
ans without difcipline. 

The genius of Catharine required a nation fo 
new, malleable, and of which (he might fay as the 
ftatuary in La Fontaine lays to his block of mar- 
ble; " Shall I make of it a god, or a table ;" Of the 
Ruffian (he could not make a god, but (he might 
have made a man ; her greateft Crime is the not 
having placed her glory in doing this** By fubmit* 

* Catharine^ the di^cipk and idol of our phllorophcn, the leglflatrefs of the 
north, fias rWited the chaini of the unhappy Ruflians. By what fatality is it that 
(he, who ia her youth was not afraid to have the c(iitft\oii ^x^coSSnl) ni\«^>kx xv 
wouid aot be fro/per to emancipate the pearanti, Cbou\d ^\tt\Vf \t^w:va^^ ^«i^- 
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ttng to th^ reign of Cath trine tnd twelvef^rvdriteB; 
RiMffla pnv0A itfelf the moft debafed of nations* 

• Peter I. having employed a monk to tranflate 
Puffendorf's Political Hiftory of Europe into Riif* 
fian> the roonk^ from a fentiment of mean and 
fidle delicacy, foftened all the expreffions he 
found relating to flavery and Ruflia ; he even took 
tbe liberty to omit the chapter treating of the 
national charafter of the Mufcovites altogether. 
Peter, turning over the book, prefently difcovered 
It, gave the monk a fevere reprimand, and ordered 
him immediately to correft the whole of the tran- 
flation, and render it perfeftly faithful. This no- 
ble franlcnefs demands our efteem : but what will 
the ri^der fay, when he is informed, that under the 
reign of Catharine^ a new tranflation of Puffen- 
dorf appeared, with all thofe omiffions which the 
monk had formerly made? 

Ruffia, brave, powerful, amiable, and hofpita. 
ble nation ! where 1 found friends and protestors, 
forgive the franknefs of a ftranger, who ventures to 
depi€l you as you appeared to him ; and who if he 
had been fpeaking of his own countrymen, could 

Ur fUvtry tliore pitivinces which ha4 raUine4 fome frtnchifef ? WiafeiiiiLy> 
whom Momonof punningly called Voltcnre (the land ftealer), with a fingle 
ffaokiC of the pen reduced the Coflact, Tartan, and Fins to the ftate of ilavei, in 
Older to augmeBttbe capitatloai notwithftanding Catharine had acknowle^ed 
and guaranteed their rights ! This Wiafemikyy whofe knavery was equal to the 
Anpldity of his fucceflor, was attorney-general and titafurer of the empire; and 
aoQording to the Ruffian expreffion, was the iovcreign's eye. Count Pianini fpeak- 
Jingof him, faid to Catharine: You have a purblind eye there: to which ihc aa- 
fwered : '* For that reafon I will bwclYut (tiiti(»<^ '\\^* 
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not always have fpoken to them witb pmire* lit 
painting your good qualities, I have diCplayed ycnir 
heart; in painting your vices, I have (hewn only 
the marks of your chains* May freedom^rn&ce 
them at fome future day I ^ 



li 



• t 4 ^ . 



CHAP. VIIL 



RELIGION. 
The Greek churck^..PHefl8.....Fcftivals.«...Fafts Images. 

XT has often been made matter of reproach to re- 
ligion « that her mod zealous defenders are not al- 
ways the beft of men in their own charafters — It is 
to be lamented that Ruflia in particular affords 
matter to fupport this farcafm. There, a moft il- 
leterate or moft degenerate feft, under the name 
of chriftians^ relies on abfira^t points of do6lrine 
inftead of morals, miracles inftead of reafon, the 
performance of ceremonies inftead of the praAice 
of virtue, and purchafing expiation for crimes in* 
fiead of repentance or punifhment. There, the 
devotee is alTuredly a knave, afnd the hypocrite a 
villain. I have already ailerted, that the princi- 
pal caufe of the vices of the people is the immorali- 
ty of their religion ; and he who confiders, that 
in the Ruffian Greek church there are neither fcr- 
mons, nor exhortations, nor catechifin, will at 
once fee the reftitude of my opinion. A fort of 
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auricular confeflion, but very different from, that 
of the catholics, is the only a6l which reminds the 
Ruffian of a few of his duties; but all theconfeflbr 
enjoins himconfifts in falling, repetition of litanies,^ 
and making the fign of the crofs- The archbilhop 
or metropolitan^ indeed fometimes preaches a fer- 
mon in the chapel belonging to the palace; but 
this fermon ufed to be nothing more than an orati- 
on to flatter Catharine^ who heard it with downcaft 
eyes, and kifled her hand to the preacher by way 
of acknowledgment. It is true, likewife, that 
Plato, archbilhop of Mofco, who is really a man 
of merit, has compofed fome very fenfible and elo- 
quent homilies; and that he has enjoined the pa- 
ridi priefis to make fimilar ones, or at leaft to read 
his oti Sundays and feftivals. But thefe country 
popes are not always capable even of doing the 
latter; the reft are ftill lefs equal to the. former; 
and they who are able are negligent, . 

Belide the fifty-two Sundays in the year, the 
Ruffians celebrate fixty-three feftivals, twenty-five 
of which were dedicated to Catharine and her fa- 
mily*. At court thefe were days of Te Deum, or 
rather Tc Dcam, pomp, balls, diftributibn of fa- 
vors, and feafting ; in the towns, of drunkennefs 

* Fiveof tbefe feftivals were cjcduiivdy m honor of Catharine: t&, her 
birth-bayy the 2ift of April, old ftyle; idly, heracccffion to the throne, the 28th 
of June; 3dlyi her coronation, the 22d of September; 4thly, her inoculation for 
the fmall-pox, the lift of November; and 5th]y, her name-day, the 24th of th« 
,fame month. For thefe Colemn days each of her generals were anxious to Csnd 
her the news of fonie important victory, which (he preferred to any other homage. 
It was neceiTary for the enemies of the Ruffians to be particularly on their guard 
fome days preceding th;fc fcftivals> for they were iuie tQh(ti.^\3LCu(3^% 
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and diforden In the country they might have 
been days of reft for the wretched ; but if their 
mafters did not fend them to their ufual tafks after 
mafs^ they dedicated thofe moments to the hafty 
gathering in of their own harveft ; in this refpeft, 
however, thefeftivals were a benefit to them. 

The moft defpicable and mod defpifed of all 
perfons in Ruflia are the priefts. Many of them 
cantiot eten read; yet they are more defpicable for 
their drunkennefs and intemperance than for their 
grols Ignorance. There are feminaries for their 
tuitiony indeed; but it is not always neceflary for 
a man to have been educated in them, in order to 
become a prieft. A father bequeaths to his fon his 
living, his church, and'his flock; for this he wants 
nothing but th^ confent of his lord, who eafily ob- 
tains that of the biftiop. If the fon be able, as his 
father was was before him, to read a little in the 
Sclavonian language, fay mafs, and chaunt vefpers, 
he is rhafter of his trade, and follows it. He often 
gets drunk, and flghts with his parifhioners; who 
notwitftanding kifs his hand, and afk his blefflng, 
after th6y have given him a drubbing*. It is not 
uncohimon in the ftreets of Mofco and Peterlburg, 
to meet drunken priefts and monks, reeling along,- 
fwearing, finging, and infulting the paflengers, 
male and female. One of the chief caufes of the 
vices and ignorance of thefe Ruffian priefts, how* 

* On certain dayt in the year thefe popes make the tour of their pariflicf, 
demanding from hul to hut eggs, butter, flax, fowls, &c. On their return you 
nugtjt fee them either lying dead diunk on the bottom of their cart among their 
/fores, or merrily Zinging as they drove it along. 
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ever, is to be afcribed to the prohibition they aW 
und^r to read any book except their breviary, ttf 
employ themfelves in any occupation, to do iwy 
work, or to play on any inftrument of rotific. 

The indecency with which thefe prieft^ ofBcia- 
ate, render the ceremonies extremely ridiculous, 
which would be much lefs fo in themfehres*. 

Many lords have private chaplains in their owu 
houfes, to fay mafs: but they commonly live with 
the footmen, and are not admitted to their reafter's 
table. The condition of thefe priefta, however, 
is freef . 

The fuperior clergy are more refpeftable, and 
certainly much more refpe6ted. Nothing can be 
more pompous than a folemn mafs celebrated by 
an archbifliop, who is arrayed in his robes by his 

^ A Ruffiaii gerieral, having a child of one of liis domeftics b'aptiied in h|s 
antichamber, condudted thither the company who had dined witb him to amvfe 
them with the fight. The prieft having officiated with an cafe and dignitfwhich 
were not expeAed, the general applauded his performance by clapping, and crying 
*« Bravo I Bravo ! Bravo !" Thefe Ruffian baptilms by immeiiion are always cs. 
tremely indelicate when the perfon is a Turk or a Calmuck of five and twenty* 
Their marriages, too, have many ridiculous ceremonlei. 1 (aw a lady, at the 
marriage of her waiting woman in her own private chapd, finartly fcold her chafH 
lain for not knowing thefe ceremonies, and take the direAion and ordering of 
them upon herfelf. The bride on this occaiion was an Englifli woman^ and a 
clergyman of her own nation gave her away. Uis grave dcpovtmeat formod « 
Angular contraft to that of the officiating pope. 

f During the jrar with Sweden, as there was a preffing want of men, feve- 
ral thoufands of pricfts' fons were notwithftanding taken away, and fome bat- 
talbns of artillery formed of them. Several of them had already commenced their 
(accrdotal functions | yet they were dragged, like Haves, from their altars aod 
their wives, to go and leaili the management of great guns in general Meliffino'a 
camp. 
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cliH'gy in the midft of the temple,, as the grand, 
prieft. formerly when facrificing in the temple oC 
the godfikf* . Plato and Gabriel^ archbilhops of 
Molco and Peterfburg, are men venerable for their 
chara6ler. and condudt, and particularly for the 
pains, they have taken to reform the manners of 
their brethren. M. Saniburlky, chaplain to the 
grand-dukes, is a man who does honour to his cloth 
and country. He is the only Ruffian prieft to be 
feen without a beard. When he was io London, 
he obtained permiflion, though with difficulty, to 
fhave himfelf; and he has had the courage to per* 
fevere in the praftice fince his return. Bat. if he 
left his beard in England, he brought thence tafte 
and knowledge, from which his country may reap 
advantage. He applies himfelf to the improvement 
of agriculture in the environs of Tzar(ko-felo, where 
he has cleared defertsand drained marfties, to form 
fertile fields or Englifli gardensf . This is theonly 

* M. D'Artols, during his ftay at Pcterfburg^ happened to be at fuch sf cere- 
mony, when Catharine fent an of|certo him with the news that Dumourier had 
been defeated at Nerwinden. The RuiTians ireagined that it was his devotion to 
their St. Alexander which had procured him fuch a happy meifage, and the prince 
was willing to pay the archbilhop a compliment on rhe occadon ; but he very un^ 
politely anfwered that he prayed only prayed for true believers. Perhaps the reader 
will be furprifed to hear that Catharine, who fo much ridiculed the confecrated 
fword which the pope fent to the Auilrian general Dacin, hcrfelf ordered a fword 
to receive the benedidion of the metropolitan of St. Alexander Nef$ky,to make a 
prefent of it to M. D' Arlois. Its hilt was of ^old, ornamented with bri Hants, and 
on the guard were thefe words : « God and the king :** it haa not performed more 
miracles, however, than marlhal Daun's. 

f Thofe of the grand-duke Alexander, of which he formed the plan, and va, 
not unfrequf ntly its executor, were founded on a very Ingenious thought. Calbl* 
ritie had written a tale for her grand.children, intitled. The Trarovich ChliVBi 
The little Chlore undmakes a journey, to reach the top of a mountain^ where 
blows a rofe without a thorn, and gathers it after a thoufand dangers and a thcNifand 
toils. M. Sambur(ky has exhlbiled all the Cceties and adventures of this tik in 
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vengeance he takes on his more bigoted brethf^n, 
for their contempt of one whom they cdhfider at 
a heretic. He has obtained another difpenfation 
equally extraordinary. His wife being dead, he is 
permitted to continue in the exercife of his dfiritfal 
functions as a widower, which is contrary to tTie 
rules of the Greek hierarchy. According to thde, 
a man cannot a6t as a parifli prieft without being 
married: and a prieft can marry but once, if he 
lofe his wife he muft fhut himfelf up in acotiVeftt'. 
For this reafon the wives of the priefts are the 
moft tenderly trieated and the happieft wohien in 
Ruffia. 

Is it to ignorance, one of the chara^leriflics of 
the Ruffian clergy, that we are to look forthe catifes 
of the happy exception their church oflfers in the 
annals of chriftianity ? Their difputes and miftaken 
'zeal have not, as elfewhere, ocibafioned wirs, niaf- 
facres, and perfecutions. If we except the violent 
afts of Peter I. to reform their beards and long 
garments; and thofe of Nicon, to eftablifli his new 
liturgy ; the Ruffian hiftory exhibits none of thofe 
religious contefts which have deluged the earth 
with blood. Archbifhop Nicon was no doubt right 
in endeavouring to render the form of wdrlhip 
more pure and limple; but he was wrong in ex- 

the field of nature. The centre of the garden is a mountain, on the fummit of 
which fiands the tem|de of the rofe without: thorns, and the path that leads to it 
prefents all the inftruftive allegories which Catharine liad invented forthe young 
. princes. An adopted fon of the worthy Samburfky has written a defcription of 

thcfe gardens in vcrfe, which the author of thr ptc'.ri;: wo^k has rranflated into 

Freiich. 
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horting the tzar Alexis to employ violence^ The^ 
who would not make the fign of the crofs with 
three fingers, had their hand cut off; hence arofe 
a ichifm. Thefe fcifmatics would not admit either 
the tranflation of the lacred books by Nicon, or 
his new litanies ; and even ndw they would rather 
^ lofe their hand, than not make the lign of the crofs 
with two fingers, as a fymbol that the Holy Ghoft 
proceeds from the Father alone. Thefe are called 
by others raskolnikis*, but they ftyle themfelves 
stardt'Vertsi (old believers). They were prohibited 
from celebrating worfhip in publicj but they held 
private meetings, and under prince Potemkin they 
obtained permiflion to build thenfelves ieveral 
churches. His plan was, to gain the fupport of 
this powerful and fanatic fe6l at feme future period. 
There are fome wealthy merchants and great lord$ 
who are attached to it^ and it is widely diffufed 
among the pealants. However, the raskolnikisare 
no longer perfecuted^ and the Ruffians in general 
difplay the greatefl ii^ifFerence about the faith of 
others- 

The common people obferve with the moft fcru- 
pulous exa£lnefs the four grand lents which are en- 
joined them. Their fuperftition carries them fb 
far, that they abflain even from their wives or their 
fnufi-boxes. The confcience of a Ruffian would 
not be fo much afiefted by a theft or murder, from 
which he might obtain abfolution, as by having 
eaten meat, milk or an egg, during Lent Lin- 

* Schifmatics. 
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ieed oilj ii(h, herbs, roots, and roulhrooniB, ir&'then 
hisfolenout'lfliment ;and fuchabftinencefbr ili weeks 
reduces him to a flceletoh. The rich have fumptu*. 
ons tables^ well provided with fi(h and exquifite 
fruits; and on ibmeof them even flelh is lerved.fbir 
firangers or the fick: *but I bav^ feen a devbtee re- 
fufe to touch his fifli-foup^ becaufe he was helped 
with a fpoon that had been in foup-grafs. Thefe 
rigid^afts made fome one fay^ that the RuIBans 
knew not how to take heaven but by famine. 

Every Ruffian, befide the confecrated amulet 
he wears about, his neck, which he receives at hid 
baptifm, and which he never after lays afide, com^ 
monly carries in his pocket a figure of St. Nichblas, 
or fome other patron faint, ftamped on copper. This 
he carries with him everywhere as devoutly asEneas 
did his lares and penates. It is frequently the only 
thing that a peaf^nt, or a foldier oh his march^ has 
about him; nothing can bemorecommbnthan.to 
fee him occafionally take this figure out of his 
pockety fpit upon it, and rub it with his hand td 
clean it ; then place it oppofite to him, and. on a 
fudden proftrate himfelf, making the fign. of.the 
crofs a thoufand times, fetch a thoufand fighs, and 
recite his * iorty gospodi pomiloV ** Lord have mercy 
*' upon me!" Having finiihed his prayer, he 
Hiuts his box, and returns the figure into his 
pocket. 

*" Th? number ^f forty has fomethlog facrcd in it amoB{[ rh<? Ruflian dfrj^y, 

K k 
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' A Ruffian ndblenian is a little more ceremoni* 
ous. He alfo has an image attending him on his 
joumieil^ but this is drefTed in gold or filver ; and 
when he arrives at a place where he means to 
ftop^ the firft bufinefs of his fervant is to take the 
image from its bale, arid place it in his mafter^s 
room, before which heinimediately prtoftrates him- 
felf. ' 

I knew a Ruffian princefs who had always a 
large filver crucifix following her in a feparatc 
carriage, and which fhe ufually placed in her bed- 
chamber. When anything fortunate had hap- 
pened to her in the courfe of the day, and fhe ,was 
fatisfied'with her admirers, fhe had lighted candles 
placed about the crucifix^ and faid to it, in a fami- 
liar ftyle: '* See, now, as you have been very good 
^* to-day, you fhall be treated well ; you fhall have 
'' candles all night ; I will love you, I will pray 
*' to you.*' If, on the contrary, anything occur- 
red to vex this lady, fhe had the candles put out, 
forbad her fervants to pay any homage to the 
poor image, and loaded it with reproaches and re- 
vilihgs. 

Even Catharine aflfefted to have a great devo- 
tion towards images. She was frequently feen to 
prbftrate herfelf before the door of her chapel, 
take up the dull from the ground, and fcatter it 
over the diamond crown on her head. Once an 
image of the virgin, covered with diamonds, of 
which the emprefs FAizabetU had i\\,xde her a pre- 
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fent at her confirmation, and which (he bad placed 
in this chape]^ was ftolen away^^ All the officers 
of the police were fet in motion to^di&oVer.the 
perpetrator of fo daring a theft, but m: vain.* 
^' Ah!" faid Catharine, ^' it isnot the.lofeof the 
^f diamond?, but of the holy image, I regrctc:!: 
'^ would givedouble its value ta recover it/' Her 
prayers were heard ; after great fearch had been 
made, and feveral perfons had been imprifoned, 
the image was found in the courfe of a few days^ 
flripped of all its valuable ornaments, in the fnow 
near the admiralty. Catharine^ delighted at facr 
gpod fortune, rewarded him who brought it, di- 
re6ted the image to be arrayed n\0Te richly thau 
before, and replaced with great ceremony on her 
altar. 

The girls of the town, tpo, in Rufiia, are very 
devout. When they have a vifitor, before they 
grant him any favours, tjiey always veil tjieir 
images, and extinguiih the^ candles placed before 

them. 

1 fhall not particularife all the fuperftitions 
with which fucli a religion, ifit defer ves that name^ 
muft neceiTarily infpire an ignorant and enflaved 
people. It feems the prefent policy to thicken the 
cloud of errors, which the genius of Peter, the hu- 
manity of Elizabeth, and the philofophy of Catha* 
rine fought in fome degree to attenuate "^^ While 

* Pcihaps it will be a matter of aftonifliment to the reader, to pcrufc the fol- 
l/Win^ article, tranflatcd itom the impcxvai ^iLi^a^-.t ol'^C^i^>»v- 
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we pity the ftate of degradation under which a 
great people crouches^ we fhould do juftice to the 
enlightened Rullians^ by whom it is lamented : but 
they are enchained by prejudices, as the giant 
Gulliver by the Lilliputians; his bonds were weak 
and imperceptible^ as his enemies were minute, 
but every one of his hairs was feparately fattened 
to tbei grounds and he was unable to raife his 
he4d. 

<* Peteribuigy 17 December, 179S. 
^< Hd 1796 a cdBn wai §wnA tf the coBTcntof Sumorin, in the cky-of Trocmi* 
« Ui the ^parchj of ' Vologday cooUUung z corpfe in the habit of a monk. It had 
"'^een interred in'i^flSy yet was in a ftate of perfed prefervation^as were alfo the 
'^ garm<»ti. . FroM thiB^lettenemUroidered on theTe^ It Was fymd to be the bodjr 
'^ of the moA venerable Feodofe Sumorin, founder and fup^ior of the convent, and 
'' who had been aclcnowledged as a faint during his life for the miracles he ha^ 
*« porfermcd.'* 

It is then ftated, that the direding fynod had made a very humble report onthif 
•ccaiion to his imperial majeAy ] after which follows the emperor's ukaie. 

'* We Paul| &c. having been certified^ by a fpecial report of the moft holy fynodf 
«' of the difcovery that has been made in the convent of SpalTo-Sumorin, of the 
M miiasculous ijemains of the moft venerable Feodofi } whioh miraculous remains 
" diftinguiOi themfelves oy the happy cuie of all thofe who have recourfe to them 
'' with entire confidence ; we take the difcovery of thefe holy remains as a vlfible 
^ fign that the Lord has caft his moft gracious eye> in the moft diftinguUhed 
<< manner, on our reign : For this reafon we offer our moft fervent prayers, and 
'< our gratitude, to the Supreme Difpenfer of all things, and charge our moft holy 
** fynod to announce this memorable difcovery throughout all our empire, according 
«« to the forms prefer! bed by the holy church, and by the holy fathers, &c. The 
« 28th of September, 1798." 

Paul has enriched the Ruffian calendar with a few feftivals. In addition to thofe 
already mentioned; among others, thofe of the diftnterefted faint, and of the Ma* 
donna of ICafan, which he has ordered to be kept holy. Every child, too, that he 
has, gives rife to two new feftivals, his birth- day and his name-day: and Paul 
has nine children alrady 1 



CHAP. IX. 



ON FEMALE GOVERNMENT. 

Its influence on the womeii of Ruffi&...Thcir c1iarafter..»imniodefty....ffian0ersr.. 
)>aths...«talents....cliarms....The princefs Dafiikof. 

iVUSSIA oflfers an example truly fingular in the 
annals of hiftory. The fame century has ieen five 
or fix women reign '*' defpotically over an empire^ 
where the women were before flaves to the mea 
who were themfelves enflaved; where Peter L was 
obliged to employ f force to raife them out of this 
barbarous fiate of debafement^ and give them a 
place in fociety ; where even now the code of flavery 
does not allow them a foul:|:j or count them among 

* Sophia> (ifter to Peter I. Catharine I. Anne I. the regent Ahne> Elizabeth, 
and Catharine II. 

f Before Peter I. women did not appear at court or in company, or even 
at their hofbanTs ublet . Peter iffued an ukafe direAing huibands to let their 
wives appear in public, very wifely'deeming the (bciety of women neceflary t« 
civilife the nation ; but he was often obliged to employ the officers of the police 
to conduft the ladies to the balls. 

X In the Ruffian language the word soul is employed to deAgnate male 
flaves. Inftead of aflLing a man how much he has a year, the queftion is, how 
many fouls he has ; and a man has frequently ten or twenty thoufand, without 
reckoning tbofe of the women or his own, which certainly fome may think leaift 
defenres to be taken into the accyliDt. 



2j[4 Secret Memoirs of the 

human creatures. The reigns of thcfe females af- 
ford a ftrong argument in favour of thofe nations, 
who have never fufFered the fceptre to be placed 
in hands that were formed for the diftaff; for it 
would be difficult to find fix reigns more prolific 
in wars, revolutions, crimes, diforders^ and cala- 
mities of every kind. That the manners of the 
court were foftened, I am ready to allow; but then 
they were corrupted ; and wretchednefs increafed 
in equal proportion with . luxury and diforder. 
Abufes of every kind, tyranny^ and licentioufhefs, 
became the \ery eflence of government. 
• • • ■ . . 
The old proverb, '' when women hold t^e 
^' fq^ptre, men guide it/' is falfe, or unmeaning. 
When women reign, their lovers tyranize over the 
people, and all in power plunder them. But, with- 
out entering into the political effefts of petticoat 
government, which may well be confidered as the 
extreme of bafenefs or extravagance in mankind*, 
I fliall notice only the influence it has had on fo- 
ciety and the femrtlc fex in Rufliiu 

The exigence of the Amazons appeared to me 
no longtr a fable, after I had feen the Ruffian wo- 
men. Had the fucceflion of emprelles continued, 
we might perhaps have feen that nation of female 

* From wl.nt cnntn-iiiHion r.ave {he offices of emjM-cfs, and of queen, which 
c'jairc vigor ooih of mind and body, and knowledge or talents of every kind, been 
*o mrjuenrly given to women r An army of five hundred thoufand men were at 
?hc d>fporaJ of Catharine, yet (he would not entruft another woman witfj a fingle 
tonipnn y ! She dire£^ed fhc politics of Europe, and gave it peace or vlmr ; t4)ough a 
woman could not enioy the -moft trifiirg oflice in it ! Is thcic not greVt inconfift- 
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warriors . locaHy produced, and iri the ftme dime 
where they formerly .flourilhed*;^ Great iCiiergy 
is ftill obfervablein the women of the Sclavonian 
nations, which their hiftory furnilhes many proofs. 
Tliat femin ine a6livity, which love, tendcrncfs, and 
donieftic cafes abforb in other countrits, the wo-^ 
men of the north, who are born withtnore cold 
and robuft conftitutions, employ in fearch of fway 
and in political intrigue. They frequently ex^- 
rience a phyfical neceffify of infpiring love, but 
their hearts feldom feel a want of returning it. r 

Under the reign of Catharine the women afi 
fumed a pre-eminence at court, which th^^y (iarried 
with them into fociety, and into their own houles: 
The princefs Dafhkot", that '^'Tomyris talking 
** French," mafculine in her taftes; her gait, and 
her exploits, was ftill more fo in her titles and 
funftioiis of director of the academy of fciences^ 
?iT\A president of the Riiffian academy. It is welt 
known that (he long folicited Catharine to appoint 
her colonel of the guards; a poft in which fhe 
would undoubtedly have acquitted herfelf better 
than moft of thofe by whom it was held. Catha- 
rine, however^, had too much diftruft of one who 
boafted that flie had feated her on the throne, to 
confide fuch a place to her liands. ' One more fe- 

* It i« Angular enough^ that, in the Ume countries which were (aid to have 
been inhabited by a fociety of women) who profcribed all men, a fociety of Za- 
POROOUB CoCacs has fince dwelt/ who would not fuScr a (Ingle Woman amonf: 
them, reciui ting their force folely by tarrying away youths from the neighbow- 
jng lands. This barbarous republic wjs dellroyed by Potemkin, and they w1i« 
compofed it diftrtbutcd in the different ^rmit*:) or ^rc\oi\^xV^«CtA\,^^v;%. - 
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male reign^ md we might have feen a Woman ge- 
neral of an army, or minifter of ftate« 

Many Ruffian generals, ivho enjoyed fome re* 
putation in foreign countries^ were at that period 
governed by their wives. Count V. Poufhkin, who 
commanded in Finland^ durft not make a move* 
ttient till he had difpatched a courier to his, to ocm- 
fult her. ; Count Ivan Soltikof was as inferior to 
his wife in moral qualifications as in phyfical 
firength, and the minifter at war trembled before 
the wrath of his better half. The reader muft not 
Aippofc that this fubmillion, which became almoil 
general, was that gallant and chivalrous deference 
which has fometimes been paid to ladies: thofe 
whom 1 have cited as examples were old, ugly and 
ill-tempered; it was literally the fubmilfion of 
weakneis to ftrength, of cowardife to courage, of 
imbecility to underftanding. All the fex feemed 
to participate in the refpefl: and fear which were 
paid to Catharine by her courtiers. 

The feme effefts were frequently perceived at 
a diftance from the court. The wives of feveral 
colonels received the reports of the regiment, gave 
orders \o the officers, employed them in particular 
fervices, difmifled them, and fometimes appointed 
them. Mrs. Mellin, coloness of the regiment of 
Tobollk, commanded it with a truly martial 
haughtinefs, received the reports at her toilette, 
and regulated the mounting guard at Narva, while 
her good-natured huibaud was employed elfewhere. 
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Oil the Swedes attempting to furprife the place^ 
ihe came out of the tent in regimentals, and march- 
ed againft the enemy at the head of a battalion. 
Several women accompanied the army againft the 
Turks. Potemkin's feraglio was always compoled 
of handfome Amazons, who delighted in vifiting 
the fields of battle, and admiring the handfome 
corpfes of the Turks, as they lay ftretched on their 
backs^ their fcymetars in their hands, and with an 
air of deRance fiill in their countenances, as the 
Argant of Taflb appeared to the gentle Herminia*. 

The mafculinenefs of the women is ftill more/ 
obfervable in the country. Something of this cha- 
rafter no doubt may be remarked.in all countries, 
where the men are flaves: for here widows, or 
daughters come of age, are often obliged to take 
on themfelves the government of their eftates, the 
people of which are their wealth, and are confidered 
as their property, like fo niany cattle. In this 
cafe they are engaged in bufinefles by no means 
fuitable to their fex. To buy, fell, and exchfange 
flaves, affign them their talks, and order them to 
be (tripped and flogged in their prefence, would be 
as repugnant to the feelings as to the modcfty of 
a woman in a country where men are not degraded 
to the level of domeftic animals, and treated with 

* After the aflault of Otchakof, heaps of dead bodies were piled up on the 
Liin^> then frozen over, and remained there till the thaw. Round thcfe pyra- 
mids the Ruffian ladies ufed to take the air in their fledges, to make their obfcr- 
varions. 

L 1 
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the fame indifference*; but thefe are. offices which 
the Ruffian .women are often obliged to- perform, 
and not.unfrcquently they i^rform them with 
pkafure. - 

The habit of treating men thus, and that which 
both fexes have in mixing together in the public 
baths, deaden, at a very early age, that modefty 
which is natural to women, and I have feen fome 
as bold as the moft impudent menf. 

This effrontery in fome Ruffian women muft 
not' be afcribed to libertinifm, or grpfs licentiouf- 
nefac; They live from their childhood in the great- 
eft familiarity with a; herd of their (laves: a thou* 
faiiq private and even fecret fervices are performed 
for them by male flaves,. whom they fcarcely confi- 
der as men. Their domcftic manners afford them 
daily opportunities of fatisfying, and even antici- 
pating, their curiofity refpefting all the myfteries 
of nature, and ftifliing in the birth the irritability 
of their nerves. Only an ^qual can put them to the 
blufh; to them a Have is not a being of the, fame 
fpecies. . 

* A French woman from St. Domingo informed me, that fevcral Creoliaii 
ladKTs were not more fcrupulous than thofc of Rufiia. . Some of them go them- 
fcl ;c$ on board the flavc (hips, to fcleia and purchafe flavcs, who are exhibited to 
them quite naked. A well made negro of twenty-five is called «* un negre toutcs 
<' pieces,*' a negro at all point*." 

f Being onr.c at the houfe of a Ir.dy in the country, (he was de(irous of amuf- 
jng herfclf with fiftiing. She fcnt for nets, and ordered fome of her fervanls to 
ftrip ;*nd po into the water. They immediately ilripped ihemfelves in the pre- 
fence of their miflreCs, and Oie gave them direftions in their filhing with all the 
tnHO!KCi:n imaglnabk. 
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I have already mentioned the revolting man- 
ner in which men are treated in Ruffia. : A man's 
ftnfibility muft be deadened, and his heart already 
hardened by Tpeftacles of cruelty, for him to be- 
hold for a lingle moment, v/ithout indignation and 
horror, the punilhments fometimes inflifted: on - 
Haves. But, it muft be confefled, it is ftill more re- 
volting, to fee women prefent, and even prefiding 
at them, or fometimes inflifting the punifhmetits 
themfelves. I have been at tables, where, for fome 
trifling fault, the mafter has coolly ordered a foot- 
man a hundred blows with a ftick, as a mere matter 
of cburfe; and he has been immediately conduced 
into the court, or ioto the anti-chamber only, in 
prefence of the ladies married and urftrrarried, who 
continued to eat and laugh while they heard the 
dries of the poor fellow being cudgelled*. 

I am not the firff perfon by whom it has been 
obferved, that in Ruffia the women are ufually 

* Tlie little rcflc^idn with which a man is ordered to be baftinadoed pro- 
duced a ftrangc blunder a few years ago. Count Bruce, govcrncr gcncril of Peterf- 
buff , had a (lave for his cook, who ran away. At court he faw Klcief, the maflet 
of the p<.licc, and gave him orders to make the neceflary fearch in order to recover 
his cook. This was done, but in vain. \\x^ al this period a -French cook arrived 
from Warfaw, who was come to fcek employment in RuiTia, and had been re- 
commended to Kleief by one of his friends in Poland. Klc'ief, thinking to pro- 
vide the man a place at once, fent him immediately to Bruce, telling the French- 
man, that he need only fay he came from him. Accordingly count Bruce was in- 
formed by his fervaut, that a cook was come, fent by the mafter of the police. 
" O/' faid he, «< my fellow is come, is he.^ Let him have two hundred ftripes 
<< immediately, and then conduA him to the kitchen." The fervants of the go- 
vernor immediately fcizcd the poor devil, and conduced him to the riding houfe* 
TUcre, in fpite of his cries and proteilations, he received the punifiunentoi*dercd. 
His furpriic and terror may cafily be conceived. He w.is left half dead, and 
fcavcely able to crawl to tjie ambaflador to whom he made his com^Ulo^t, 
Bruce, informed of his miftakc, huuiedvp l\it aRia'c ^w il lc« \>MXv^\r.\ v^*^. 
which he gave the unlucky Ficrch cook. 
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more fpiteful^ more cruel and more barbarous than 
the men; and it is becaufe they are ft ill much 
more ignorant and more fuperftitious. They 
fcarcely ever travel, arfe taught very little, and do 
nothing. Surrounded by Haves, to gratify or pre- 
vent their wifhes, the Ruffian ladies fpend their time 
lounging on a Tofa, or at a card table. They 
are very feldom feen with a book in their hands, 
ftill leldomer with any kind of work, or attending 
to their domeftic affairs* They, who have not been 
humaniied by a foreign education, are ftill adtually 
barbarians. Among them you may find fuch wo- 
men as Juvenal defcribes, where he mentions one, 
who, fpeaking to a peribn that entreated her to 
fpare a flave file was ordering to be punifiied, and 
conjured her to take pity on the man, anfwered: 
*' Blockhead ! is a flave a man ?'* and another, that 
faid to fome friends, who appeared frightened at 
fome fcreams they heard while (he was fliewing 
them her jewels and trinkets, " It is nothing at 
'* all, it is only a man I have ordered to be flog- 
ii ged.*' 

If there were fuch women at Rome, what may 
be expelled at Peterfl^urg and Mofco ? Some hor- 
rible inftances might be mentioned, were they not 
too indelicate and too dreadful to detail — they are 
fphinxes alfo, and proceeded from monfters in their 
kind ; nor ought they even to be alluded to, but to 
ftiew how far the ferocioufnefs of a woman can carry 
her, when (he feems authorifed by the cuftoms of 
the country. Ought >Ne to b^ ^ux\)vlCcd, if bad go- 
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vernments pervert the hearts of men, when they 
transform the gentler and more fufceptible fex into 
raging beafts? One who bears the title of princefs^ 
though (lie deferves not that of woman, by name 

K ky, exhibits a pi6lure of crimes, rage, and 

turpitude, at which the reader would (hudden 

The outrages which (he perpetrated on her 
flavcs at Mofco, obliged the brother of this Tifu 
phone to fend her to Peterfburg, to fave her from, 
the vengeance of the people. He was at length 
compelled to forbid her to employ her own flavesas 
domeftics,and (he was fain to hire free perfons, who 
never ftaid more than a day with her; and at length 
ihe was attended wholly by foldiers, who were lent 
to her houfe for the purpofe. 

• This monfter of cruelty is forty years of age, im- 
menfely tall, and of huge ftature, refembling one 
of thofe fphinxes found. among the gigantic mo- 
numents of Egypt. She is ftill living. 

I knew another lady of the court, who had in 
her bed chamber a fort of dark cage, in which (he 
kept a ilave, who drefled her hair. She took him 
out herfelf every day, as you would take a comb 
out of its cafe, in order to drefs her head, and ira* 
mediately ihut him up again, though feldom with- 
out having his ears boxed while (he was at her toi- 
lette* The poor fellow had a bit of breads a pitcher 
of water, a little ftool, and a chamberpot in his box. 
He never faw day-light but vjV\\\^Vv^>«^s^^\^^w^ 
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the perriwig on the bald pate of his old keeper. 
This portable prifon was kept clofe at her bed's 
head, and carried with her into the country. And 
her hufband permitted^ this abomination ! How 
could he fleep undifturbed by the fighs of the poor 
wretch J lying thus fliut up by his fide? He fpent 
three whole years in this geheniia; and when he 
made his re-appearance he was frightful to look at, 
pale, bent; and withered like an old man. The 
chief motive of this ftrange barbarity was the wilh 
of the old baggage to conceal from the world that 
fhe worefalfe hair; and for this (he fequeftered a 
man of eighteen from all human fociety, that he 
might renovate in fecret lier faded charms. The 
fafting and ill treatment which (he made him en- 
dure befides, were to punifh him for having at- 
tempted to efcape, and becaufc, in fpite of all his 
art and care, fhe grew every day more old and ugly. 

Still I mull repeat, I do not mention thef? in- 
famous adls, not more incredible than they are tnie, 
as general and charafteriftic of tjie Rudian ladies; 
they are the crimes of individuals; but thefe crimes 
could not have been committed, except in Ruffla^. 
In any other country, the relations, the friends, 
the acquaintances of the furies by whom they were 
perpetrated, would not have looked upon them as 
irngularities of their humour; and the relations of 
the young man would have had a right to prefer 
a complaint ^igainft his miftrefs, and to demancf 
juftice*. 

* During tlic reign of E\'iz5\Vctn» tv ^xxau\' .GvVti': o^ \\\tltW\\t\\v^^ A^t^\^ 4\^- 
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It was not at the court and in domeftic affairs 
onlji that the women aiTumed a fuperiority over the 
men. Nowhere did fo many women arrogate to 
themfelves the right of making the firft advances, 
and being the atflive party^ in affairs of love. The 
example e)f Catharine was but too well calculated 
to give them thofe bold and mafculine taftes and 
manners. 

Almoft all the ladies of the court kept men with 
the title and office of favourites: I do not fay lovers, 
for that would imply fentimerit; while theirs was 
merely grofs delire, or frequently a wifli to follow 
the fafliion. This tafte was become as common as 
eating and drinking, or dancing and mufic. Ten- 
der intrigues were unknown, and ftrong paffions 
ftill more rare*. Debauchery and ambition had 
banifhed love. Marriage was merely an affocia- 
tion, in which convenience alone was confidered: 
it was fortunate if friendfhip fometimes came un- 
fought, to lighten the chains which the intereft of 
parents, or vanity alone, had formed. 



* The young princcfs Shakofsky, who was married to count Aremberg, latcJy 
furaiflied a very tragical exception. At the period of the revolution in Braballt, 
in which her hufband took an a<ftive part, Catharine ordered her to leave the fc- 
ditious count, and return to Ruffia, under pain of conlifcntiou of all her property. 
She returned under the care of her old mother, and C:aharinc dccljjred her mar- 
riage null. One of her coufms ran away with licr to Mofco, to marry her there? 
that he might the more cafily obtain a difpcnfatioii afterwards. Howcvci, he pof- 
ictlcd n^t the heart of his young wife, or at lc:i(V did not occupy it entirely. She 
loved ail officer in the guaids, of the name of Kamafofiky. The je;.Joufy of her 
hull>And having traced her rendezvous, and complained of them, il;c ijrlntcfs poi- 
rfhcd hcrfelf, and died in dreadful convulfioi.s. Her hulhand, a r/,.'.: of a jnclan- 
choly caft, loft his rcafon for a time, and his hat .o:n;fs for rvci. 
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The difcovcry of a focicty, called the Club ot" 
Natural Philorophers, made a few years ago at 
Mofco, completely proves the depravity of taftes 
and manners under the reign of Catharine. This 
was a kind of order furpaffing in turpitude every 
ithing related of the moft immodeft jnftitutions and 
myfteries. The men and women, who were ini- 
tiated, aflembled on certain days, to indulge pro- 
mifcuoufly in the moft infamous debaucheries. 
Hufbands introduced their wives into this fociety ; 
and brothers, their fitters. The novices were not 
admitted, till they had been examined, and gone 
through their probations; the women being ad- 
mitted by the men ; the men by the women. Afc 
ter a fumptuous feaft the company were paired by 
lot. When the French revolution took place, the 
Ruffian police was direfted to examine and diflblve 
all kinds of orders and afTemblies; and on this oc- 
-cafion the Club of Natural Philofophers was exa- 
mined, and its members were obliged to difclofe 
its myfteries. As the members of both fexes be- 
longed to the moft wealthy and powerful families, 
and their afTemblies had nothing to do with poli- 
tics, nothing more was done than to (hut up and 
prohibit their fcandalous lodge. 

Many accounts of the Ruffian baths have been 
given ; but, as they have a great influence on the 
chara6ler and manners of the women of the lower 
clafs in particular, it may not be amifs to fpeak of 
them here with this view. At my arrival in Ruffia, 
one of my firft obje6ls was to examine them. I 
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figured in my mind the voluptuous baths of Diana 
and thought of n&thing lefs than furpriiing the 
nymphs like another A6leon. Accordingly one 
day I defcended the banks of ithe Neva with a 
friend, towards a public bath; but I had no oc* 
calion to go far^ before I was convinced that the 
Ruffian belles were accuftomed to expofe their 
charms to the eye of the pafTenger. A party 
of women of all ages, tempted by the heat of the 
month of June, had not thought it neceflary to 
go fo far as the precinftsof the baths. They had 
ftripped themfelves, and were fwimming and fport- 
iog near the banks of the river. This fpeflacle, 
to which I was not accuftomed, made the moft' 
lively impreffion on me; and I flopped, and leaned 
over the quay, without my prefence proving any 
interruption to the fports of the bathers. 

-I have fince been feveral times in the baths> 
mid I have feen fimilar fights on the banks of the 
iflands of the Neva*, but, after wlmt I have faid, 
Hiore ample accounts are unneceflary. It is true, 
there exifts an ukafe of Catharine, which enjoins 
the conduftors of the public baths in the cities to 
€onftru6l feparate baths for the two fexes; and not 
to allow any men to enter into the women's bath, 

* On Qpe of thclc occa/ion», sui old woman fceiqg fonje men of her acquain- 
tance bathing a little Wjiy^ off, fwam up to theip, and began a conflift with one 
.of ihem. The young maA not being a fwimmer, his antagonift had the advan- 
tage, aod feizing himby the bcaii, ducked him repeatedly, to the great axn«fe- 
Mient of both parties, as woilas the fpcftators, who taughcJ heartily at the fccnc 
ThU traniaaion took place near a part of the Owre, ^ Wcit ^«^otv^ cil i\\ ^^^^^ ^^Aw 
fexcs were walking, and rJie ytunj; ladies iml iVi* v\^\^V\\jovHv^^\k^\4^ \s\\^x w^fs^ 
fl fy^m their winf^ws, 

M m 
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flfxcept the neceflary attendants, or painters, and 
phyficians, who come there to prolecute their 
ftudiet. Accordingly tin amateur afliunes one or 
other oC thefe titles to obtain admiffion. At Pe* 
teriburg both lexes now have their fweating rooms 
and baths feparated l>y a partition ; bi^ many cdd 
women ftill prefer mixing with the men ', and b&* 
fides, both men and women, arter having taken 
the hot bath, run out perfe6lly naked to plunge 
together into the river that runs .behind it. Iq 
the country, the baths are ftill on the old footing; 
that is to fay, perfons of all ages and both fexes 
ufe them together, and a family coniifting of a 
father of forty, a mother of thirty-five, a fon of 
twenty, and a daughter of fifteen, appear together 
in a ftate of innocence^ and mutually rub down 
each other. 

Thefe cuftoms, which appear to us fo fhocking^ 
and which are fo to all people who wear clothes 
and are no longer favage, are yet by no means the 
efiedt of corrupt hearts, and do not indicate liber* 
tinifm. It is not even thefe baths, fo conducive 
to the health of the Ruffians, that lead them into 
debauchery. On the contrary, the habit of feeing 
every thing unveiled continually, and from an 
early age, deadens the fenfes, and cools the imagi- 
nation. A Ruffian youth will never feel his blood 
boil, and his heart palpitate, at the idea of a ri« 
fmg bofom. He never fighs after lecret charms^ 
at which he fcarcely dares to goefs; for from his 
infancy he has feeu ^ui «»m\tv^^ wwj \>\vciv 
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The Ruffian maiden will never haye her cheek 
overfpread with an involuntary blulh at an indiC^ 
creet idea or curiofity, and her huiband will Ijave 
nothing new to Ihew or to teach her, nor will mafK 
riage have any novelty for her. Love is here a 
ftranger to thole delicate and exquilite approaches 
which conftitute its true cliarms, and to thofe pre- 
ludes to pleafure more delightful than pleiUure 
itfelf. Where poignant fentiments do not enno- 
ble the happieft of human pailions, it becomes a 
mere momentary impuife^ too eafily gratified tdi 
be highly prized". 

The land of flavery is not that of the noble 
pafllons; it would be difficult to find in it the ma- 
terials for a romance. Yet the Ruflian is fenfible, 
gay, fings and dances willingly, and the colle£lion 
of popular fongs bears witnefs, that he formerly 
felt the infpiration of love. In thefe an exquifite 
ieniibiiity and affe^ing melancholy frequently 
appear, which intereft and delight the reader^. 

What I have faid of the Ruflian ladies, among 
vsrhom there are fo many amiable and charmingf , 
I fear, will tend to excite too unfavourable an 

* If a change of circuin0anccs (hould take place, and I can renew my ac* 
4ii»intan^ with fonie of the men of letters in Ruffia^ I flull fome day make 
known a few pieces of this kind. 

' f Perhaps the unfoitunate chance which gave me a clofe view of the moft 
maliji^ant and contemptible of the fexy has mixed fomegall with my ink in fpite 
of nyfelf. It rouftbe ccnfefled, like wife, that the girls appear as referred and 
^JDdcft m the women do impudent. They are bom fuiceptible of the moft pro- 
Itund and gentle fcntimeata: it it vith dlAciUtyj ibtt euai))lct aAd^^^siued^ 
corruptlion renicr (heio depraved. 
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idea of them. Almoft all of \them are naturally 
witty, and by no means deftitute of grace ; their 
eyes, feet, and hands, are every thing that could 
be wiflied ; and there is an eafe in their manners, 
a tafte in their drefs, and charm in their coriver- 
lation, which are {>eculiarly agreeable. 

Thefe fprightly and amiable Ruffian ladies have 
tafte for the arts. They laugh at the reprefenta- 
tion of a good comedy, readily perceive a fatirical 
ftroke, perfedly underftand an equivoque, and 
applaud a brilliant line: but traits of fentiment 
appear loft on them, and I never faw one weep at 
a tragedy. 

The domeftic virtues, and that fpirit of order 
and economy fo ncceflary to a moderate forlunc, 
are rarely to be found among the Ruffian women. 
They would rather be the delight of fociety, than 
fuperintend their family affairs; and are more 
calculated to give pleafure to many, than to con- 
fer happinels on one. But all the charms that 
luxury fets off, all the enchanting talents that 
eafe of circumftances affords opportunity of cul- 
tivating, commonly heighten the beauty of the 
young RufSans. They particularly excel in fpeak- 
ing foreign languages, and there are feveral who 
fpeak three or four in equal perfcdion*. 

* A Livonian laJy, Nvho has received a tolcrabic etkiCation, fpcaks Gcrmaft 
uh.ch is her native language; RulLan, with which Ihc cannot difpcofc; and 
French, which is the language of faihion : to tt.cfc feveral add Italian, on accoant 
of mufic; and feme, Enf.liCi. They Ipcak, lefidcs, the Livonian, or the EIHm>- 
ninDf u h ch aic the pccuilir and original languages of. their provinces. The IA» 
vonijn wvnocn, h< wcvcv, arc of Ji d",ffcic:iV 0[v«\a&-i {iou\ tsxc iLuJ-ars. 
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Thofe who have had a good education, whotfi 
the manners of their families, and the care of a 
prudent governefs, or refpe6la5le mother, have 
formed to the graces, without moulding to vice; 
thofe in particular, whom reading, or fonie travel-^ 
ing, has improved; deferve one of the firft ptacesf 
among the amiable women of EuropeV But tbele 
are flowers thinly fown, and blooming in fecret. 
Superftition, envy, and calumny rageagainft them; 
and if they cannot fupport the torture infli6ted otai 
them by the converfation of the goflips of the 
place, they are obliged to form a circle of feleft 
females, aad efpecially foreignersj-, which re- 
doubles the hatred and perfecution raifed againft 
them. 

It will not be ami& to finifli this delineation of 
the Ruffian women with fome particulars of the 
princefs Daftikof, who of all the women of Ruflia 
next to Catharine, has been moft the fubje6t of 
converfation, and whofe portrait woiild form a 
proper companion for that of Potemkin, were it 
drawn by the hand of the fame mafterj. I will 

* I could eafily mention feme of thtic refpcAable women) as I have ti|ie 
j^fpicable: but I (hall not be blamed for fparing the modefty of thofe, more than 
th» Impudence of thefe. 

f M. Kapief has written a tolerable comedy, In which he has endeavoured 
to difpiay the ridiculoufncfsof ihcfc goflips. The gaiety and mafk of Thalia her- 
felf were requifite, to render what is mofl ftupid and infipid in life entertaining ; 
hut he dared not copy the originals with fidelity. 

X It may be found in a book intitled Vie dc Catharine II. The author or 
compiler of this hiitory, however^ has been led into miftakes re^dting a number 
of fa^and perfons. The princefs DaOikof was already in difgrace. and had lofc 
Peteriburg, when he fpeaks of her as iiill there; and the outline q£ t}\<^ X(%\V^ 
are m falfc as tk^y an itiaft9b»^l$. 



270 Secret Memoirs of the 

neither refute nor repeat what has been faid a hun* 
dred times in print of this virago, the real heroine 
of the revolution' of 1762. For fome years the 
friendfliip between her and her royal niiftreis had 
Angularly altered, and the following is the true 
caufe of the laft quarrel, which was never madf 
up. 

In hopes of gaining a few rubles, in 1794, the 
princefe direded a pofthumous tragedy of Kniai- 
genin* to be printed at the expenfe of the acade- 
my. At any other period na notice would have 
been taken of this piece, the merit of which was 
trifling. But from the time of the French revolu- 
tion, and particularly after the death of Potem- 
kin, Catharine had become fearful and fufpicious. 
This tragedy was mentioned to her as a fufpicious 
piece. It was prohibited; all the copies Were 
feized, and fearch aftu^Uy made for thofe that 
had been already fold. As the work had been 
printed by the exprefs orders of Mts. Prelident 
Daflikoff J (he was fent for by the e.niprefs. ** Good 
** God, what have I done to you, that you (hould 
*' print fuch an infamous and dangerous work^^'* 
faid Catharine, with great emotion: *' if it be b 
*' great a crime to reign, was it not you who 
*' made me guilty of it?'* The princefs, furprifed 
at this pointed attack, faid in excufe, that (he 

* A Rufliao author of confiderable repute* 

f The reader will pardon tne this folccifm, \Wiich is employed in th«Rufr 
(Ian. She was appointed by an ukafe prelident and A'xttGtoxy in the mufcultet 
gender, and fhc was a^drefted by the title of msidamje le ^rcfident. 
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had no ill defign^ and had not even read th(^ 
piece^ having relied on the cenfor. To this Car 
tharine iharply replied^ that in fuch critical tinnis 
people Chould rely on no perfon, but do their duty 
themrelves, Madam Da(hkof> mortified at this 
reprimand^ procured her nephew^ Bakunin, to be 
viceprefident, to fupply her place, and afked per- 
miffion to retire to Mofco^ which was granted her. 
The cenfor was punilhed; and it was happy for 
the author that he was dead"^. 

The princefs had long rendered herfelf odious 
and contemptible by her fordid avarice. This cele- 
brated confpirator^ who boafted of b^^ing given 
away a crown» fent to all the officers or aides de^ 
camp oi her acquaintance^ to beg old epaulettcbi 
ftod old lace. To untwift and fell thefe v^as be* 
come her thief emyloynaent; and perfons, who 
were intcrefted in obtaining her favour^ began by 
fending her old gold or filver lace. She made no 
fires in winter in the apartments of the academy^ 
and yet expeded that the academicians Ihould re- 
gularly attend the meetings. Many chofe rather 
to expofe themfelves to her vulgar abufe, and lofe 
their medals, than (hiver in an ice-houfe; but the 

* The kene of this piece^ intttkd Vadime, is laid at Novgorod the Grect^ 
at that time a repiibhc, but oppreifed by the princes of Molcovy, from whofe 
yoke it was defirous of emancipating itfelf. This Vadime is the hero of the 
i^ory; and the following paflages^ which are all that I preferved^ are^ £ believief 
the moft alarming in the work. Vadime, confpiring to reftore liberty to his 
countiy> fays: 

'* A king unites the wcakneflcs of a man with tK^^^ei ol ^^^^VI* 

<f To wear a crown is fuffici^n foQtvto tendci 3irft^^cw:tM.Y 'wcA.^XOe.c^^* 
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pfincefo never failed to be there, muifled up ini 
rich furs; and it was a fingular fpeftacle to fee 
this lady only, feated in the midft of bearded 
popes and Ruffian, proftflbrs, trembling and fub- 
mtffive before her; for (he treated thefe academi- 
cians with a haughtinefs and even brutality worthy 
of Peter I. She took men of letters for foldiers, 
and the fciences for flaves. 

Her adventure with Gregory Razomofsky made 
all Peterfburg laugh, and render her contemptible 
in the eyes of every man of fenfe. She had fent 
him an academician's diploma unfolicited, Spme 
time after (he difpatched to him a bale of Ruffian 
books, to the value of about 600 rubles (6oL)* 
Razomofsky declined them, faying that he had* 
the origanals of thefe Ruffian tranflations already* 
in his library*. The princefs replied, that (he 
had created him an acadcmican only on condition 
of hispurchafing thefe books; and in confequence 
Razomofsky returned his diploma. The princefs 
wifhed to perfuade the world, that he was not in 
hisfenfes; but the ridicule fell upon herfelf. Thus 
fhe proftituted her academy: as to herfelf, fhe had 
done that long beforef . 



♦ When I hegan to underftanda little of the Ruffian language, I wifliedto 
read fomc of their original works : but I was aftonifhed to find, that what were 
given me for fuch was frequently a tranflation of fome well kno^i^n work, but 
which was never tncntioncd in the title page. 

f Oftc day having loft thirty rubles at cards to S— , (he feat him the next 
Hiorning thirty of the academy's almanacs by way of payment. I fpeak here 
onJy of- her ridiculous meaimcfs; iVvc Xus^\X\i^t o^ \v<et ta)>.<Mi«t% ^<»i%l c«cn[ n^ 
*bo fir. 
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What rendered her completely ridiculous, both 
at court and in the city, was her lawfuit with Alex- 
ander Narifhkin, who had an eftate near hers. 
One day Narilhkin's pigs got into the grounds of 
the princefs, and devoured fome of hej* cabbages^ 
The heroine ordered them all to be maflacred. 
Narilhkin, feeing her at court, faid, ^^ There flic 
'' is, ftill red with the blood of — * my pigs." 

Such was this celebrated woman, who prided 
herfelf on the (hare which Ihe had in the revolu- 
tion of 1 752, who went to fiftycufFs with her land- 
lady in Holland, who attempted to blow out the 
brains of the poor abbe Chappe at Paris, . whop* 
German authors, on whom (he never beftowed a 
farthing, (reated in vain as a genius, and who at. 
laft became a laughing- flock to all Ruffia. 

^ This marked paufe brought to the hearev's mind Peter IIT. an4 the criiii<* 
f#mfac)C of thf priac^fs Waafiiigularlytuitedto-theexpitiGoniif^ ^ ' *" ' 

Nn 



CHAP. X. 



EDUCATION. 



Anecdotes of the education of the grand-dukcs— their governors a^d prcccptort— 
Education of the Ruffians in genertl— Of the outlhiteli, or tutois, their in- 
fluence — Of the young Ruffians— Proceedings of the prcfent emperor unfriendly 
to civilifation— The Gazettes — ^Radifchef— Fable of the owl and glow- 
worm* 



X-/ATHARINE compofed a plan of education 
for her grandchildren*, as Ihe had alfo inftru6tions 
for the legiflation of her people. This plan, com- 
piled from Locke and Roufleau, as the inftru6iions 
had been from Montefquieu^ Mably, and Beccaria« 
does honour to the emprefs's head; and had (he 
poflefled no other merit than that of adopting the 
ideas and maxims contained in it, this would not 
have been fmall. Had this plan been followed, 
Alexander and Conftantine Pavlovitch would cer- 
tainly have been the beft educated princes in Eu- 

* This has never been printed. Catharine gave copies of it to the chief 
peifons employed In educating the princes, by which to regulate their mode of 
tuition. It was drawoi vp V% 03t$ ivssBi^i 'v^Sipi^\Qn9i and adUhcM to couo& 
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rope. But it happened to Catharine's plan of 
education, as it did to the inftruftions for her 
code. The compiling of the laws ended, as has 
been ohferved, with being abandoned to the 
management of a committee, which happily never 
affembled; and the education of the young princes 
was entrufted to people, fcarcely capable of reading 
the plan, the letter of which they were to follow, 
and the fpirit of which they were to ftudy*. The 
only rule they appeared to comprehended was the. 
following, probably becaufe it was negative. *' The* 
'' grand-dukes are to be taught neither poetry nor 
•' mufic; becaufe it would occupy too much of 
'' their time to attain excellence in eithjer.** This 
rule they toolT pains to extend to all thp fcfencesf . 

It was the intention of Catharine, however, that 
her grandchildren fhould be inftrufted in every 
fcience capable of enlightening their reafon or 

* In the badneGof her choice hcrci Catharine refcmbled Pqter L That illjir- 
trious inllru£tor of his people was a very bad one for his only fon. After having 
allowed him to fpend his infancy with monks, priefts, and fcrvants, he gave hfrtf 
for a governor Mentchikof^ who* it is notorious^ was never able to read. It it 
true, that he appointed for his fub-governor a Dutchman, a man of knowledge 
but who foon experienced the fame fate w la Harpe, the tutor to the grand-duke 
. Alexander. 

f This has certainly the leaft merit of any rule !n the ihftruAions. "Not 
that a prince fliould be made a fidler^ or^yo^i but it is impoliible to give him 
too much tafte forthofe arts which inipive and cherilli fenlibility of mind. The 
accurate fciences, which are iaid to render the judgment more exa£t, deaden tlie 
feelings. Hiftory Is the proper ftudy of princes and regents.. Without the belief 
kttres, Frederic the great would have been nothing but a tyrant; with them Peter 
J. would have ceafed to be a ferocious barbarian. God prerervc all monarchiet 
^om having geometricians or mathematicians for th«ir kings: they meafure men 
by the yard, and reckon them as they would their money. The moil important 
matter is, to be humane, good, and juft ; but with that juftice» viuch arilcs froai 
a fefifc •/ '{nilbi ttflt that/ whi^b ii ptOYcd h| ?^U. 
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adorning their minds. A man of Tuperior talents, 
la Harpe, was chofen for their firft preceptor. He 
had inceflantly to ftrive againft the interefted flat- 
tery and bafe adulation which furrounded them 
from the cradle. The ill will and ineptitude of 
the chief perfons concerned in their education 
were a ftill greater reftraint upon him. But the 
cfteem and confidence with which he was honoured 
by Catharine, gave him encouragement; and the 
idea, that he was rendering an important fervice 
to humanity, by inftillihg ufefui truths iiito the 
sninds of princes called to decide the fate of fo 
inany millions, afforded him fupport. Inflexible 
in his courfe, he rendered himCelf beloved by one 
of his pupils, feared by the other, refpefted by 
tjhofe under him, and efteemed by his fuperiors. 
Ife was feconded by Tome of the cavaliers of 
honour that were appointed them*: and at fome 
future period, perhaps, Ruffia will be more indebt-^ 
cd to la Harpe, than to his countryman le Fort; 
for, if Peter L reformed and civilifed his people, 
Alexander gives hopes of rendering them fome day 
more free and happy. 

The franknefs with which la Harpe profeffed re- 
publican fentiments in RulBa, expofed him to the 
Ihafts of the envious. T* he Bernefe, having feizcd 
his letters to his coufin, general la Harpe, fent 
them to Catharine. The Prince of NaflTau and 

* Particularly the two Morawicfs, who cultivated literature, anil poflciTcd 
confiderablc merit and talent*, and one Tutulmlo, a man of fenTe and food breti- 
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Eftcrhazy, whofe wife is a native of Berne, were 
his accufers, and endeavoured to reprefent him as 
a very dangerous man in the confidential poft he 
occupied, Githarine fent for him into her clofet; 
the following are the particulars of the interview: 

Catharine. Come^ fit down, Mr. Jacobin; I 
have fomething to fay to you. 

La Harpe. I mull proteft againft the title 
which your majefty thinks proper to give me, and 
If now not how I have deferved it. 

The emprefs then (hewed him the letters (he had 
received, and informed him of the charges brought 
againft Him. 

To this la Harpe replied nearly in the following 
words: ^^ Your majefty knew, previous to entruft- 
'' ing me with the education of the grand-dukes, 
*' that I was a Swifs, and confequently a republi- 
*' can. I have not changed my fentiments; and 
'* you are too juft, madam, to confider that as a 
*' crime in me now, which did not appear fo then. 
«' My countrymen are opprefled by the Bernefe; 
*' I exhort them to claim, by legal modes, our 
** antient rights: this is not being fa<aious. For 
** the reft, madam, I admire your great qualities, 
** I refpefl: your government, and I faithfully dif- 
** charge the duties I impofed upon myfelf, when. 
" I devoted myfelf to the education of the grand- 
«« dukeft. I ih»)l always endeavour to t^SLd«.\sc^* 
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'^ felf worthy of the confidence with which yon 
'' have honoured me, by infpiring thenoi with fen- 
'* timens fuitable to their birth and condition, and 
*' by endeavouring to render them capable of 
^* imitating, fome future day, the example you 
/* have fet before them. This, madam, is my de- 
** fence: it remains with your majefty to pafs 
** judgment on me, after examining into my con- 
*' du6l in the poft with which you have deigned 
" toentruft me." 

Catharine, ftruck with this ftanknefs, replied: 
^ Sir, be a jacobin, a republican, or what you 
^* pleafe: I believe you are an honeft man, and 
*' that is fufficient for me. Stay with my grand- 
'' children, retain my perfeft confidence, and in^ 
*' ftru6l them with your wonted zeal*.'' 

Such was Catharine. Her condudl as well as 
that of la Harpe will be better appreciated, when 
it is confidered, that this happened at the very 
period when the Aufl:rians were flying before Du- 
mouriez, foon after the death of Lewis XVL 
when Guftavus was dying from the wound inflic- 
ted by the aflaflin Ankerftroem, when Leopold 
was faid to have been taken off by poifon, and 
when every king in Europe trembled on his throne. 
His accufers, however, though rebuffed, were not 
filenced; but the marriage of the grand-.duke 
Alexander, putting an end to the term of his edu- 
cation, la Harpe took his leave. 

* It was in a limilar converCition, that la Harpe one day raade Catbarlae 
fciifiSle of tiic daogev of Ctnding 2. f^iilSsask uccly ag&laft tho Fi<6ncl»' 
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Nicholas Soltikof I have mentioned in anothet 
place.' Chief governor of the young princes, his 
principal occupations were to defend them from 
currents of air, and keep their bodies open* Pro» 
tafof, the governor of the elder, would have been 
more in his place had he been nanied apothecary* 
He came every day to make a circumilantial report 
to Soltikof of the mod infipid particulars. Though 
a man of a narrow underftanding, bigoted, and 
pufillanimous, he had not a bad heart; but he 
rendered himfelf ridiculous iti the eyes of every 
one, except his pupil; who faw in him nothing 
but his attachment to himfelf, for wich he expref- 
fed his gratitude. 

M. von Sacken was governor of the younger 
prince, after having been preceptor to Paul. He 
>vas fuperior in every X-efpeft to his colleague; but 
his eafy and complying cara6ler rendered him the 
fport of his pupil*, whofe petulance and want of 
application, as well as his unconquerable obftina- 
cy, required a rnan of firmnefs conftantly about 
him, and la Harpe alone retained fome power over 
him, and might have been able to bend his natu- 
ral ferocity, had he been feconded. 

Among the mafters of the grand-dukes, pro- 
fefFor Kraft, who gave them leflbns in experimen- 

* Sacken was inceflantly preaching to the prince, and exhorting him to rea4. 
<* I won't read," faid Conftantine to him one day, "for I fee you always rendi^ig, 
<'and you onJy prove the greater blockhead for it.'* This farcafm produced a )au«^h. 
He would Arike and bite his governors, hU Q,V«.viV\e\^> MiW\% TMc^tx-^. Vi^ 
fiirjpc wnthe onif pcrfon who compU\ticd, «ad xto^t^^tW^ tb^^v^>^ ^^ivf^'^^^. 
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tal philolbphy^ wasdiftinguifhed for his good<*na« 
ture, prefpicuity, and immoveable methodicalnefs. 
Alexander Pavlovitch made fome progrefs in this 
fcience; being attentive, and defirous of learning, 
as he was in all his ftudies. Kraft, fpeaking one 
day of the hypothefefe of fome philofophers on 
the nature of light, fa^d, that Newton fuppofed 
it to be a conilant emanation from the fun. Alex- 
ander, then twelve years of. age, anfwered: *' I do 
*' not believe it: for, if it were, the fun muft 
*' grow lefs every day.*' This objeftion, made 
with equal fimplicity and acutenefs; is in fa6t the 
ftrongeft that has been brought againft the im- 
mortal Newton, and proves the early fagacity of 
the young grand-duke. 

The celebrated Pallas was given the princes a 
fhort courfe of botany in their garden near Pav- 
lofsky: but the explanation of Linnjpus's fyftem 
of the fexes gave tnem the firft ideas of thofe of 
human nature, and led them to put a number of 
very laughable queftions with great fimplicity. 
This highly alarmed their governors; Pallas was 
requefted to avoid entering into further particulars; 
and the courfe of botany was even broken off. 
Catharine had particularly enjoined, that her pupils 
fhould be kept in the mod perfe<5l ignorance in 
what related to the intercourfe of the fexes. Her 
great modefty in this refpeA appears ftrikingly 
contrafted with other parts of her charafter. But 
it is well known, that the regent of France, who 
WM the moft debauched of men » cw&d Lewis XV, 
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to be brought up in fu6h complete ignorance of 
things, which he afterwards fo extenfively pra6tifed, 
that on the eve of his marriage, he was obliged to 
be taught his part, by being (hewn prints in which 
it was difplayed. Catharine thought it better, that 
her grandchildren (hould receive their firft leflbn* 
from nature. At leaft, a lady of the name of 

T kof was chofen to initiate the grand-duke 

Conftantine ; from which (he reaped the pleafure^ 
as her hufband did honour and promotion* 

One of Catharine's mod ardent wiflies was, to fee 
lier great grandchildren like Lewis XIV. That 
a' moment might not be loflT, fhe ordered the in-j 
ftant of their puberty to be watched; but her 
hope was fruftrated by the very impatience with 
which file fought its accompliihment, Thefe pre- 
mature marriages appear only to have ruined 
their conftitutions. Neither of the young princes 
have as yet had any children, and it is to be fear^ 
ed they never will*. 

The birth of the two grand-dukes had filled the 
eitaprefs with joy. Her vaft projefts and hope$ 
expatiated in a wider field, of which the very 
names of the princes gave intimation. She had 
the infants everywhere painted, one cutting the 
gordian knot, the other bearing the crofs of Con- 
ftantine; for them (he was defirous of renewing 
the divifion of the world into two empires. Their 

education feemed at firft to be merely the'd^ye- 

< •■ 

♦ Their marriagci have b wn mcnlVotiad \t\ xVt iit^ tV^-^x^ . 

o o 
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lopement of thefe grand ideas. Confiantine had 
Grecian nurfes, and was furrounded by Greeks: 
in his infancy he fpoke no other language^ but 
he forgot it, as foon as mafters were appointed to 
teach it him in a better manner. Thcf perfons 
aboiit Alexander were Engliftimenj and endea- 
vours were made to infpire him with a predilec- 
tion for that nation^ which he may, perhaps, fome 
day difcard, as his brother became difgufted with 
Greeee* 

I have already obferved, that Paul had neither 
authority nor influence over the education of his 
children. He was obliged to folicit Soltikof's 
permiffion to fee them; or to gain their valets-de- 
chambre, to know what was doing with refpeft 
to them. During the fummer they had permif- 
fion to fpend an hour or two with their parents 
once or twice a week. Paul deprived himfelf of 
this pleafure for one whole year, becaufe he would 
not fee the countefs Shuvalof by whom they were 
latterly attended. 

The Ruffians in general, following the example 
i)f their latter foverigns, had for fome time en- 
deavoured to emerge from barbarifm, and attend- 
ed to the education of their children with muck 
care. To bellow on them knowledge and talents^ 
was formerly the happy means of bringing thero 
into notice, and procuring them advancement. 
They fpared neither pains nor expenfe to cultivate 
t^e arte aA^ fci^jices in a country where thefe were 



Court of Petersburg. 283 

ft rangers, as they force fruits to ripen in their 
winter gardens and hot-houfes. Elizabeth and 
Catharine founded feveral inftitutions in favour 
of youth, fome of which, as the normal fchools and 
particularly the three different corps of cadets, pre- 
fented the interefting fight of feveral thoufand 
young men educated at the expenfe of the ftate, and 
taugh morality, languages, fciences, and arts. 
Thofe are now either aboliflied orfuffered to fall to 
decay. 

The convent of young ladies, though the fenti- 
ments from which it was founded were worthy of 
the generofity of a great princefs, has completely 
failed of its end, like moft of the other inftitutions. 
Two or three hundred young women of no for- 
tune receive here an excellent education ; but, as 
foon as they reach the age of eighteen^ they are 
turned out of; doors. They enter into a world 
from which they have lived fecluded fince their 
infancy; feldom find either relations, or any who 
know them; and are ignorant whither to turn. 
In confequence they fall viftims to the officers of 
the guardsy^ whofe barracks furround the convent, 
and who watch every term of difmiffion to enfnare 
the prettieft. It would be very prafkicable to fave, 
out of the immenfe coft of their education, a fuf- 
ficient fum to portion them, or at leaft to keep 
Ihem till they were provided for. 

The education of thofe young Ruflians, who 
have fbme fortunej is cgmvaoxiV^ ui^>i^^ ^^ 
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private governors, known and decried in Ruffia 
by the name of outsbiteli, *' teachers." Moft of 
them are foreigners, chiefly French *or Swifs. The 
Germans^ in fpite of their good qualities and 
pedagogical erudition, differ too widely in charac 
ter from the Ruffians, to rival them ; and the trials 
which fome have wilhed to make of their own 
countrymen from the univerfity of Mofco, or from 
the fcliools of Peterfburgh, have not given fatis- 
fa6ton. The famous anfwer of the Grecian philo- 
fopher is here applicable. To a man, who faid 
to him: " With what you alk for the education of 
'* my fon I could purchafe a good flave, who 
"would educate him in my own houfe;** he 
replied: *' Purchafe a flave: he and your fon will 
** make two." 

The outsbitelij whom fome endeavour to ridicule, 
and others confideras dangerous, have contributed 
more than any others to polifh Ruffia, as they 
have given inftruftion in detail, man by man. 
They -are the only people whole office has been 
to preach philofophy, virtue, and morals, while 
difFufing knowledge. To begin with the celebra- 
ted le Fort, who infpired Peter I. with the defire 
of gaining knowledge, and end with a petty cleirk 
of fome French attorney, who teaches his pupils 
to conjugate a few verbs in his own tongue, the 
outsbiteli have been the perfons who have commu- 
nicated to the Pwulfians that tafle, thofe acquire- 
ments, and thofe talents, for which many of them 
are admired in foreigu countries. No doubt it is 
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to be lamented, that among the number of thofe 
who devote themfelyes to private tuition, and 
make it their trade to form men, there are fo 
many unworthy of the employment, whofe igno* 
ranee and immorality bring ridicule and odium 
on their colleagues. But fuch tutors begin to 
find it difficult to obtain fituations, except in re- 
mote country places, where fome honeft Ruffians 
of the old ftamp fancy they have beftowed a good 
education on their children, when they hear them 
fpeak a foreign language. At Peterlburg people 
were become more difficult in the choice of tutors^ 
and among them were to be found perfons of real 
merit. They were the only clafs of men in Ruffia, 
without excepting the academicians, who cultiva- 
ted literature and the fciences, which they did in 
fome degree. A Brueckner, in the houfe of prince 
Kurakin; aGrammont, at the princes Dolgoruky's; 
a Lindqwift, an abbe Nicole, and feveral others, 
without having places equally advantageous^ 
were worthy of the profeffion to which they de* 
voted themfelves, and were diftinguilhed for their 
fuccefs as much as for their merit. 

The great men of Ruffia, who have much wealth 
and high pofts, are too ignorant, or too much 
engaged in gaming and intrigue, to interfere with 
the education of their children ; and as colleges 
and univerfities are wanting in that country, they 

* Mr. Brupckncr received thirty-five thoufand rubles (3500! ) for the four- 
teen years he engaged to devote to the education of the young princes Kurakin ; 
and Grammont received twenty-five thoufand (25Q0I.) for the cducatipa of the 
priBGC« Dolgoruky. 
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purfue a very prudent plan. As foon as they 
have made choice of the man who is to fupply 
their place in the duties of a father, they confer 
on him great power and confidence: the moft in- 
telligent could not do better, were they difcern- 
ing in their choice. It is feldom that a governor 
is fo deftitute of fenfe, information, and honour, 
as to abufe his functions ; he feels himfelf moft 
happily difpofed towards his pupil: to inftruft him, 
form him^ acquire his attachment, and gain his 
love, are the wiflies of his heart. If he be in a 
worthy, opulent houfe, he has no occaiion to re- 
gret the facrifice of ten or twelve years of his life, 
as he will be provided for*. In his pupil he often 
finds a real friend, and always a proteftor. His^ 
own intereft prompts him to inlpire his pupil with 
juft and noble fentiments, and to give him a tafte 
for thefciences; which is far more important, and 
far more difficult, than to teach him the elements 
of them. Thus, moft of the young Ruffians pafs 
their early days with a foreigner, who becomes 
their fecond father, and for whom they retain a 
due fenfe of gratitude, if they arc in the leaft weU 
born. 

This education by means of foreigners has one 
peculiar effeit. Almoft all the Ruffians, being 
educated by Frenchmen, contrafl: from their in- 

* The great French lords fometimes gave rich abbeys to their tutors; the 
wealthy Englifh aft iiill more generoufly. The Ruffians frequently followed theii 
example: their governors receive annuities at their departure, or places and rank, 
if they fettle in Rwffia. Thus at leaft thofe have adkcd who Itavo not conftdcted 
rJie'fiitor*of their children wiHeir head icrvanty. 
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fancy a decided predile6lion for Friance. With ite 
language and hiftory they are better acquainted 
than with their own; and as, in fa6l, they have 
no country, France becomes that of their heart 
and imagination. Such was the Scythian Ana- 
charfis educated by Theogenes the Greek: fucfl 
were the Romans formed by Grecian matters ; but 
the Romans had virtues to lofe, which is fcarcely 
the cafe with the Ruffians. Befides they learn to 
know France only in the mpft pleafing afpe6l, as 
it appears when at a diftance. They are taught 
to confider it as the country of tafte, politenefs, 
arts, delicate pleafures, and amiable men : as the 
afylum of liberty, as the altar of that facred fire 
at which the torch may one day be kindled to 
illumine their benighted country. The French 
emigrants, driven to the territories of the modern 
Cimmerians, were aftonilhed to find there men. 
better acquainted than themfelves with the afFairg 
of their own country: but thefe were young Ruf- 
fians who had read, and meditated on what they 
read, from Roufleau and Mirabeau; the emigrants 
had read nothing, and brought nothing with them 
but their prejudices. Many young RufiSans were 
better acquainted with Paris, than thofe who had 
fpent their lives in roaming about its ftreets'''* 
It has in general been remarked, that the Ruffians 
have the mott happy difpofitions^ and a fijrprifing 
readinefs of conception ; whence they make a very 

* Count Batterlin had obtained this local knowledge to that degree, that 
be CMild carry on the mod' minute converiation with a Pariiian on the theatt«&^ 
ftrccts, hotels, and public buildings of Paris. TVvt Yx^tvOcvtwmv -^^.^ •a&5S7:\^^^> 
w1i«i the RuBian cpnfcflW at laft thai Vvt Uai.tv^\« Xi^ixX^/^t^'a.^'t^ 
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rtpid progrefs in everything that is taught them. 
There are no children more amiable or more inter- 
efting: many, when their domeftic education is fin* 
iftied^ have acquired more feleft and exteniiveknow- 
ledge^ than other young men who have frequented 
the German univerfities: arid they have particularly 
a wonderful readinefs at difplaying their knowledgei 
on fealbnable occaiions. Too frequently, however, 
thefe are precocious flowers, that produce no fruit: 
they feldom travel like an Anacharfis; and their 
return to their own country ufually puts an end 
to their ftudies, and even to their tafte for fcience 
arid literature. 

Telle on voi« »'^lever I'aloiiette legdre ; 
EUc charme uii inftant par fon chant raatina), 
Puis rctombc et fe tait fur legazoii natal*. 

^f So the gay latk, with light afccnding wing, 
' *' Soars high in air to charm the meads around, 
« Till ccafing thus in ftrain fublimc to fing, 
« Silent he finks upon his natal ground." 

In the same manor a Swifs, after having fpent his 
youth in the fervice of France, and contracted 
fplendid vices, leaves them on his return to his own 
country, to refume the fimplicity of hrs anceftor^. 
He returns to virtue but the Ruffian returns to 
barbarifm. Strong minds alone, fully captivated 
with the charms of . philofophy or the attractions 
of true glory, can refift the torrent: for those talents, 
which the emperors pretended to encourage, be- 
came at length a motive for exclufion from the polls 
and honours of the court. Thus the manners of 

* Prom vci t^\ft\c to ^ '^ ouTv^'^>a^^vv, 
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Europe, and even the character of Catharine, were 
in perpetual contradi6lion with the barbarous forma 
and impulfe once given to the Ruffian government. 
The influence of foreign preceptors over the cha- 
ra<5ter and morality of the Ruffians is combated by 
prejudices and obflacles almoft invincible: but this 
influence is conftant and continual; it operates 
in fecret on the mind; and its progrefs, flow as 
the foot of time, is but the more certain. Perhaps 
the young Ruffian nobility are the beft informed 
and moft philofophical in Europe, but a complete 
counter-revolution^^ has jufl taken place in their 
(education: fince the progrefs of the French r€vo- 
lution, efpecially fince the commencement ^of the 
reign of the prefent emperor and the arrival of the 
emigrants, the human mind has taken a retrograde 
courfe in Ruflia. Mofl of the outsbitelis at prefent 
are chevaliers, counts, marquifes, or priefls; for 
the fame thing has taken place with the emigrants 
as did formerly with the colonifts whom Catharine 
imported to cultivate her deferts ; all who could 
read and write left their fields to become tutors. 
But the effefts of this will be tranlfent: the new 
trade adopted by thefe gentlemen will teach them 
to think, or they will not purfue it long. It is 
almofl impoffible to be an outshiteli, without be-> 
coming in fome degree rational : what is heard, 
feen, and felt, every day, in thefe territories, mufl 
operate in favour of liberty. A Montmorenci in 
the pofl of a tutor could not fail to become a de- 
mocrat. 
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Id the Voyage dc^ dm^ FrtrngOis itn Rmm, ^^ Toiif 
of two Frenchnaim in Ruflia^"' are lbm< ftTang^ re^ 
flexions on thefe eiushitcli. The traveHers are^ af* 
tonifhed that they are almofi all democrats, though 
enjoying an eafy acKl agjreefible life m the houfe of 
a great lord ; and tally them for not quitting tliis^ 
todevote their lives to the oaufe which they efpoufe^ 
You fay that they are adding properly in France ; 
vbyj then^.do you notgo thithei;? This is the dilem* 
ma propofed by thefe gentlemen. But, were imy 
one to praife the cufiom in China for the eibperoc 
to plough a field hinafelf, would they in the fame 
DoaQfler lay to bioiji Why do you not repair thither 
and hold the plough? Such is the incpniiftency 
of people! May not a vciavk acknowledge the truth 
of a principle^ all the confequences of which he 
cannot carry into pra^ice? Muft not a French* 
man in Peterfburg rejoice at the victories of bis 
country, becaufe be could contribute nothing to 
them but his fecret prayers? May he not rejoice 
to fee liberty, order, and happinefs reeftablilhed 
in his country, though he cannot return thither? 
Such is the language of little minds^ who dare 
not avow a truth when they are in a place where 
it is dangerous not to deny it 

The progrefs of the human mind in Ruffia, how. 
ever, has lately been ftopped, or at lead fettered, 
by the naeafure^, certainly confiflent, adopted by 
the emperor to interrupt all comn)ui:ucation between 
the reft of Europe and his dominions. Peter L 
never took fo much p^ins and care to reform 
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and polUh his empire as Paul does precautions to 
prevent light from fpreading among his Cimme- 
rians. 

A (harper code of laws could not be exhibited 
to Europe than a colleftion of the ukafes promul- 
gated by Paul fin6e he came to the throne. He 
has lately forbidden all his fubje6ts, the Livonians 
and Courlanders in particular^ to fend their chil- 
dren to ftudy In Germany, becaufe corrupt prin- 
ciples prevail there. He recals, under penalty, 
of confifcation of their property, all who are at 
prelent at any foreign univerfity*: but he pro- 
mifes to permit the eftablilhment of an univerlity 
in his German provinces, where young men fliay 
be inftrufted in the mod neceffary fcicnces. Till 
this univerlity is founded under his aufpices^ and 
the difciples of Kant quit Germany, to vifit it in 
quett of a more luminous philofophy, the Finlanders 
and Courlanders, EAhonians and Livonians, mull 
remain without any means of inftruftion; for 
there are not even any public fchools throughout 
their vaft provinces. Paul has alfo forbidden the 
employment of foreigners in his courts of juftice, 
and the giving them ecclefiaftical benefices. He 
has even gone farther: by another ukafe, he has 
prohibited all foreigners from entering his do- 
minions without his fpecial permiffion. This 
immenoi-ukase ha& not been publifhed: but mer- 
chants, foreigners who have property in Ruflkj 

* There were ihirly-fix fludents at Lcpfic, and fixty-five at Jena, fub]ed.t^C 
the tsar, who have juft vnurned home in cbnCc^wt^ct qI 1^\% ti^u&ftw 
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and young men who have been fent for thither, 
are flopped at the frontiers, or on board the veflels 
in which they arrive, and fent back, after all the 
expenfe and danger they have incurred. 

Anothejr ukafc prohibits the reading of French 
newfpapers. No paper can enter Ruffia, without 
having been examined and ftamped by a committee 
of infpe£lion ; and every man who receives by the 
poft, by a courier, or from a traveller, any newf- 
paper, or printed book of any kind, is enjoined 
to carry them immediately to the committee, under 
penalty of being punifhed as a rebel! 

The people of Germany are more happy, for 
the Ruffian newfpapers are admitted into that 
country; though much cannot be faid for the 
amuferaent or inftruftion which they contain. 

It is to be obferved, that, under the reign of 
Catharine, Ruffia was for a time the only country 
in Europe in which French papers were not pro. 
hibited. The Moniteur having fpoken feveral 
times of the emprefs, and particularly of Paul and 
his court, Catharine gave orders that the Moniteur 
fhould not be diftributed till (he had looked it 
oven A few weeks after (he found a paragraph, 
in which fhe was ftyled theMeflTalina of the North, 
&c« Having read it, (he faid ; " As thin concerns 
''only myfelf, let it be, diltributed." At a 
time when French gazettes, cockades, and fongs 
were profcribed in i\atvQus farthcfl: from barba- 
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rifm: when at Turin, they who fung ga ira were 
imprifoned, and at Vienna French was not allow- 
ed to be fpoken^ the Ruffian government appeared 
to be above thefe little inqurfitorial a6lS| and the 
pupils of Colonel It Harpe were allowed to 
chaunt French revolutionary airs in the palace 
of the tzars. One of thefe carried a national 
cockade in his pockety which he difplayed with 
an air of triumph and defiance to the moft timo- 
rious courtiers. It was not till after the death of 
Lewis XVL and the aflaffinatioa of Guftavus III. 
that Catharine^ ft ruck with terror, began to 
yield to the fuggeftions of her favourites, and to 
take precautions which betrayed her fear*. 

Still there was always more to be apprehended 
from the zeal of the fubordinate tools of govern- 
ment, than from the difpdfition of Catharine. 
Among the numerous vi6lims of the political in- 
quifition Radifchef deferves particular regret. It 
is well known that Catharine frequently fent 
young Ruflians to travel and improve themfelvei 
at her expenfe. Several of thefe were happily 
chofen, became men of merit, and brought back 
to their country notions of humanity with the 
knowledge they acquired. The moft diftinguifhed 
and moft unfortunate of thefe pupils of Catharine 

* Out faa will farther prove the noble (ecuritjr of Catharine. A brother of 
Majrat was at Peteriburg, governor in the houfe of SoltilLof the chamberlain. 
This Marat, while he condemned the rage of his brother^ did not conceal from 
his friends his republican fentiments, yet he lived in peaceyand fometimos attend- 
ed his pupil to court. Hovever> as his name might have expofed him to fome 
danger, at the time of the king's death he requefted Catharine's perttifiioa t# 
ebani^c it; and called hlmfelf Boudri| firom the ^l^yct ^ V^VSs^2t^» 
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was RAdifchef. On his return be became direiStor 
ef the cuftoms; and in this office of a publican, 
hiB probity, the amenity of his manners^ and his 
agreeable company, rendered him efteemed and 
courted. He cultivated literature^ and had already 
publifhed a work, intitled Potshta Dukof, ** the 
•* Reft of Spirits;" the moft philofophical and 
pointed periodical production that ever ventered 
to appear in Rulfia. No difturbance had been 
given him on account of this: but after the re-i 
volution, he bad the courage to print a little 
phamphlet^ in which he did not fcruple to avow 
his hatred of defpotifm, his indignation againft 
the favorites,' and his efteem for the French. It 
was lingular, that feveral copies of it contained 
the approbation of the police. Kleif, matter of 
the police^ as famous in Ruffia for his blunders, 
as a d'Argenfon, a la Noir, and a Sartine were 
in France for their addrefs, was cited to anfwer for 
this approbation. He knew not what to fay, for 
he had not read the work, which indeed would 
have been above his comprehenfion. But Radif- 
chef who was alfo cited, honeftly confefled, that 
the boldeft pafTages were not in the manufcript, 
when he fubmitted it to the cenfors, but that he 
had printed them at his own houfe*. To have 

* Radifchcf'i work is intitled a Journey to Mofco. Rufu^n mcrchautt 
have been known to give five and twenty rubles (2I. los.) to have it for a finale 
bour to read in fecret. I have read only *"fc\# fragreents of ir, among which 
was an allegory, in which he expofes the p;ide and fooUOi gi<):;deur of a dcfpot 
Amrounded hy d;ii(ardly fiatitrei-s. The following words paiticularly enraged 
Catharine, beeaufc tlicy were pr>intcdly diicAed at her: <• I enter the palace of 
•• Tzar(ko-fclo: lam ftruck with the alarming filcnce that reigns* every one 
« holds his peace, every c\\t trenftbles: for it is the abode of dcfporifna.'^ Thefe 
Wftrds procaitd Radifchef a refidciicc in. Siberia. 
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pardoned him would have been worthy of the 
charafter which Catharine difplayed on other occa- 
fions: but Radifchef was fent off to Siberia. He 
begged permiilion to ei¥>brace his wife and children 
once more; arid when he was taken out of his 
prifon to be fent off, he was allowed to wait for 
them a moment on the bank of the Neva: but it 
was night; the drawbridge hadjuft been raifed 
to let a vefTel th roughs and at this inftant his 
unfortunate wife arrived on the oppofite bank* 
Radifchef entreated that hi%^ departure might be 
deferred till the vellel had pafled, or his wife 
could get a boat; but in vain: his pitilefs guard 
made him get into his tumbrel again, in fight of 
his diftradled wife, who ftretched out her arms to 
him acrofs the river with loud cries. Thus he 
departed, his heart torn by defpair. If he be ftill 
living in the vaft deferts to which he is confinedj 
or if he draw breath in the mines of Kolivan, may 
his virtue be his comforter! His courage^ how- 
ever, has not been ufelefs: in fpite of the firarches 
made after every copy, his work remains in the 
hands of feveral of his countrymen, to whom his 
itiemory is dear. 

The profcription of every one who dared to 
think, fuggefted the following fable^ when the 
prefent emperor was grand-duke: 



^ Sbcket Mbmoibs op THft 



Lt GRAND-DUC* . 

IT 

LE VER LUISANT. 



Fable, 



DANS une fombre nuit d'^t^ 
Un vcr luifant cach^ fous Thcrbe 
Jetoit une douce clarte. 
Ge n'etoit point un phare ^clatant et fuperbC) 
n n*^clairoit qu'un pas k Tenvifon ; 
C'^toit U fon horizon : 
Mais pourtant I'infe^ lucide 

Servoit de guide 
Aux petits botes du gazon. 
A fa lueur douce et tranquille, 
La fourmi retrad^e atteignoit fon azile, 
Le papillon l^gcr s'^gayoit k Tentour : 

En un mot, cct aftrc reptile 
EmbellifToit les nuits de fon humble f^jour. 

• A no^rnal Birdy fouikd particularly in Ruffia. See BuilbiK 

DVCf in French (ign\(ies\>QtViiL^)KA^i^)i\tf^m<tdQwl; Lia&AND-Dvc 
j«th«^teathonacd.<m\iaii»Xwt?^\Miftftn, Ti.* 



Non lorn de k) dans une vieille tottr, \ 

Prifon dc fa trifte famille, . . ' .: , i 

Un vieux hibou tenoit fa cour« 
Un hibon bait Its v€rs qui Itti mpiitfe|it le jour* - 
*• Audacicuxl" dit,il»L'iDfff£l^ ^i b|n]|l.<^;^..; ,/ > 
" Qui t'a fait fi hardi^quc d'approjpbcr dc t)0|i|i ?. ;. 
« Ttt mourras/'--^ Monfei^eurj,''.- liUT^iid I'humblc 
« infcac, , • ...J c . . ... .. 

<< Je fuis indigne^Jbel^ ! d^ua£ ild^; cpi^OiVX* \ 

<< Je vous honore, vous refpei^ } ; ! , ^ . ;.; i 

^ Jc tremble 4'aLpprocher d^^yoiig ;. ,. ^ 

<< A fucer la rof^e ici je me ddle^ke ; 
<< Mais d'aucun bniit ppurtant je. ne trouble ypsnuitu 
^< Comment un anims^l foible comme je fuis . 

" ?eut.il offenfcr Xotre Altcffe?" 

** Infedc dangereux ! tu luis ; , 

« P^ris, la lumiere me bleffc,'! ; , . 

Cela dit, le no£lurne otfeau;) . ' *; 

£n tfcrafant le ver, ^teignit fon flambeau 

Sans rendre ta nuit plus epaiire. . -^^ 



J -• 



THE 

OWL AND THE GLOW.WCMIM. 



A fable. 



'TWAS on a fombre fummcr nighH, 
A glow-worm fhelter'd by a flow'r, 

Spread round its paly glimm'ring light, 
To decorate the filent hour : 

No brilliant beam, no gaudy glare, 
Diffbs'd aigr its luftrous ray, 



But thro' the foWf brenthuig tlr 

The in&a (bed its im mic day. - 

•% • . . • ■ . 

While pletB*d its harmfefi Hfe t6 pifs 
On hillodi* gr^ ^dewy ((ittfif 
Attraffted by its tsiU^ gl^iiSf 
'The h«ttCTiy,'with %ortivc wing:, 
Woa'd from the gay faiit;i(tic ringi 
(As in the hxLftima «ootittde heftB») ^ 
Where, 'mid tht gloom, thU inb€t Ibur fi^ay'/d 
lu cheerful lanpM^paiii|^ag tlm realms of (hade ! 

^eikr, bd a nototild^ruig antiqoe towVj 

The prifob of its mOping race, 
An owl hadchofe its murky bow'r, 

And hating day's effulgent light, 

Its joy the fuUen frqwn of night, 

Its blank domain the (ilent fpace ! 

There, prompt to fpread its (had'wy wings 

Imperious, o'er lefs daring things, 
. Soon on the glow-worm's peaceful (late 

Fix'd his dull eyes, in exmous hate. 

" Bold worm !" exclaim'd the tyrant vain, 

" Thou who with fparkling light art fccn 

*' Peering the lonely fhades between, 

« How dar'ft thou mock my glopmy reign ? . 

<* Thou flialt expire !** The glow-worm meek, 

(Its trembling light, more faint and pale) 

In humble accents, low and weak, 

Thus told its true, hut artlefs tale : 

<* I own that, of the infc6t race, 

<^ I boafl no gaudy fplendid grace ; 

** I light with feeble lamp the way 

Where prouder, loftier beings ftray ; 
<< I fip the balmy dews around— 
^< But na'er am heard with bufy found—- 
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" Ne'er on your calm rcpofe obtrude 
•* With counfel vain, or clamour rude ; 
*' Can /offend fuperior things, 
** Or cope with birds of powerful wings ?" 

The Owl, indignant, bold, and bafe, 
Exulting o'er the infcA race. 
Replied— «r(?tt*^^fi^/ dcteftedthing I 
" To me, offenfive iigbt you bring-^" 
Then, pouncing oh his humble prey^ 
Darkened, in death, its little ray ; 
But found, tho' queiichM the quiy'ring flainei 
Jffss fombre hour was dill tbe same ! 



^Vr 



*€HAP. XL 



SUPPLEMENT*. 

Fnnch and Swift iiiEuffia.M.TheirfBo(GriptiaiiM..Oath nquired of them... JIUltil 
of abfolutioii....Additional traits of the prefent emperor....Reflexions. 

Unfortunate young men, whom falfe ac- 
counts and fallacious hopes attra£t from various 
countries to the ftormy banks of the frigid Neva, 
may you be 4t length undeceived by the fketches 
I have drawn, and thofe I am about to tracef . Of 
a thoufand, who abandon their country to feek 
wealth and happinefs at a diftance from it, few find 
the former in Ruffia ; the latter, none. The reft 
figh out their lives in penury and regret, or vege- 
tate under the rigors of an inclement Iky. The 
jremembrance of their youthful fports, and the man.- 

* This article hat been in part compiled by the editor from fragments and 

Dotes left by the author^ and oral but indifpuuble information (Note of the' 

Prcnch editor). 

f It is no longer poffible for a Frenchman or Swifs to enter Ruffia. A« 
?rtifl, and two Miffes de Montbeliard, having been fcnt for to fill particular 
places, could not obtain leave to difembark, notwithftanding the ftroDgeft re- 
JtpmmeadatioBSfSL^d were oxdcred to derail \tsimc4'i^\tV^. 
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ii€rs of their country, is the only pure pleafure 
^hich the moft worthy tafte. Amid the abun- 
dance and diflipation in which many pafs their 
monotonous lives, they experience a vague dif* 
quiet, that alarms them : the heavy air of Ruflia 
feems to prefs on their brows, and bend them to- 
wards the earth : they grow old fpeedily ; their 
blood thickens ; and their foul becomes mere mat* 
ter. Thus Ovid deptfts the gradual metamor- 
phofis of Daphne : the rude, unyielding bark en-, 
velopesher heart, which, ftill beats, but feels no 
longer. She lofes the faculty of thought, before 
Ihe.lofesexiftence; and ceafing to live begins to 
vegetate. 

. Hai^y, however, he, who attains this animal 
vegatation ! He is at leaft infeniible of the re« 
volting fcenes that furround him, and of his owii 
degradation ; while the man, who retains his fen- 
iibility, is inceflantly tormented by the indigna* 
tion which degraded humanity infpires. 

Of all the ftrangers who happened to be in Ruflia 
during the revolution, the French and Swifs were 
moft expofed to inquifitorial vexations. The very 
name of Frenchmen was an affront ; and the Ruf- 
fian populace, who were in themfelves peaceful, 
tolerant, and hofpitable, were flirred up againft 
them — Men who had before rendered themfelves 
diftinguiflied by their capacity, knowledge, and 
talents ; many of whom held important pofts at. 
court or in the army, or couMtxAX^V ^vVm^M\^\n.V\sv 
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private families ; courtiers; officers^ tutors^ artiftsj 
players, chamberlaim^ cooks*, &c. inftantly be- 
came objedls of hatred diffruft, and proTcription. 
Catherine, who had herfelf accuftomed the Rukfiani^ 
to some liberal opiniotis, on a Aidden adopted the. 
oppofite principles. The death of Lewis XVL 
and the arrival of the emigrants, were the fignals^ 
of proibription . The emigrants particularly fought 
to accufe and fupplatit fuch of their countrymen 
as did not participate their ojnnions ; and the an- 
dent French, who beheld the light of the rev<du- 
tion from afar without feeing the firebrand whence 
it iflued, who embraced its principles with the 
more candor, becaufc men df worth and letters 
' had long borne them in their hearts, were the firft 
attacked : cowards, knaves, Hypocrites, and valets, 
who began loudly lio exclaim againft innovation^ 
were alone fpared. 

One of the firft viaims was Cuinet d'Orbeil, 
who was known to all Peterfburg, and even in o- 
ther parts, by his poetical pieces in the Almanach, 
des Muses. He was a Frenchman of a warrti heart, 
and warmth of expreflion ; a poet in the common 
acceptation of the word, but incapable of undertak- 
ing anything, or pldtting anything, at which the 
government could have reafon to be alarmed. 
The court was at Peterhof, celebrating the feftival 

* One Ic Boeuf, French cook to the late king of Prul&ay hiving been fcnt 

for by Calherinc, did not arrive till after her death. The prefent emperor clapped 

bim into prilon. There he remained fix months before he obtained hi» liberty, 

and then was ordered to dc^tt immediately, without the flighted indemnifica- 

t'lon. 
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of SU Peten The fountains played^ a ball wat 
given J and the place was illuminated. Thefe re« 
joicingaattniAed the more company^ becaule the 
emprefi had not vifited Peterhof for feveralyearajas 
ihehad an averfion for that palace^ which muft have 
infpired her with gloomy thoughts'*". In the midft 
of the feafting a courier arrived with news of the 
efcape of Lewis XVI. The rumor was greats the 
joy loud, and the dance interrupted^ while the news 
pafled triumphantly from ear to ear. Count To...| 
who knew d'Orbeilj met him coming out of the 
emprefs's faloon. <« Well, Mr. Democrat/' laid 
he to him, " have you heard the great ne.ws ?*'— 
^^/Yes/' anfwered d'Orbeil, who was juft come from 
Peterlburg, '* I have heard fome great news.'*-^ 
^^ Do you know that the king has efcaped from 
•^ Paris ?— '' Yes, count : — but do you know the 
*' ft ill greater news, that he is re- taken ?'*— Thefe 
words were a clap of thunder to the hearers. The 
fa6l was, two couriers had arrived at Peterfburg 
nearly, at the fame time ; but he who announced 
the happy efcape of tlie king having been difpatch- 
ed immediately to the emprefs, to heighten the 
jfeftivity of the day, no hafte was made to fend off 
the fecond to difturb it The converfation of 
d'Orbeil with the pount, however, having been in 
fome degree pointed, he was from that timeobferved 
and watched. A Ihort time after, a few expreffions 
in favor of the rovolution efcaped him at la Hus's, 
an aftrefs kept by Markof, fecretary of ftate : in 

* Peterhof was the palace (he inhabited at the period of the revolution ia 
1762. Peter ill. was arreiled there, and firan^Ud ul lh %^>s:^^\. >^>iK!t. 
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confequence of which he was taken in the night, 
from the houfe of M. Tfhernichef, conveyed to a 
yeilel in the harbour^ and put down into the hold. 
The furprife and fright turned his brain, he cod- 
trived to get out^ and threw himfelf into the fea. 

: Such events occurred, towards the end of Ca- 
tharine's reign, when filly courtiers and eniigranti 
befieged her with fears and fufpicions ; yet (he was 
frequently JTeen to refume her juftice, and even her 
natural generofity. At the time this happened, 
Mioche, another . Frenchman, having been de- 
nounced as a patriot by the emigrants, was like- 
wife thrown into prifon : but Catherine ibon or- 
dered him to be fet at liberty, and indemnified 
him for his fufferings by fome particular exemp- 
tions which file granted him in the wine trade* 

The prefent emperor makes the principles of 
juftice coniift in his infallibility. He cannot mif- 
take ; nobody can deceive him. Iti confequence 
of this opinion of his, which -is well known, they 
who with to eftablifh themfelves in his good graces 
begin by confefling themfelves guilty of fome fault, 
even if they invent one for the purpofe. Woe to 
him who endeavours to prove his innocence ! 

One of the moft ftriking a<5ls of injuftice, which 
excited moft indignation in honeft men of all par- 
ties, was the profcription of colonel and major 
MafTon^ which diftinguifhed the commencement of 
his reign. 
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• There two brothers, who were either Swifs or 
Wirtembergers, had ferved in the Ruffian army 
from their youth, and acquired fome reputation in 
it. One of them> who had been aide-de camp'to 
Fotemkin, having made the campaigns againft the 
Turks with him^ had obtained as military rewards 
the crofe and gold-hilted fword which Catherine 
beftowed on fuch officers as diftinguifhed them- 
felves. He had married a niece of the celebrated 
general Meliffino, who died lately in the poft of 
grand-mafter of the ordance. The other, after 
having been fome time in the artillery, and after- 
wards ^ifife-fl?^ c^jw/^ to count Soltikofj minifter at 
war*, had been placed about the perfon of th^ 
grand-duke Alexander, after the departure of co* 
lonel la Harpe. He had alfo married a RufS^n 
lady, of a Livonian family of diftinftion. Both of 
them, having an inclination for fcience and litera-: 
ture, led retired and tranquil lives with their 
families ; beloved for the amenity of their man^ 
ners, and efteemed for their wit and underiland^ 
ing. Thefe two fuperior officers, who had been ia 
the fervice twelve years, both married to Ruffiaa 
women, related to families of refpeftability, and 
poffeffing land and Haves, were torn from their, 
wives and children by a private order of ftate, and 
carried away feparately, in covered fledges, under 
a ftrong guard, without even knowing of what 
crime they were accufed. The wife of the younger, 
but juft recovered from a lying-in, urged by defpair, 

* He likcwirc finiflicd the education of the two young***, ^hoft merit 
«iocs grc;)ter honor to him. 

Rt 



|o( Secret Memoirs of the 

went the next day to wait for the emperor under 
the arches of his winter palace^ and loudly demand* 
tdjuftice for her hufband. '* Your hulband is 
*' guilty/' anfwered Paul : *^ begone^ left you 
^' fhould be trampled on by my horfe/' The un* 
fortunate lady fainted on the groubd^ and the ettt- 
peror paffed on. The indignation infpired by this 
aft of power was recorded in a citation, which the 
friends and relations of MeflTrs. MalTon ventured to 
publifli ; and of which the Ibllowing is a literal^ 
tranflation. 

*' Prefling citation and prayer to Mefirs. von 
*' Maflbn, late officers in the Ruffian fervice*. 

*' Thefe two brothers ferved feveral years in the 
*' Ruffian empire, where they acquired the reputa- 
** tion of being men of courage and under ftand- 
^ ing. The elder was colonel, chevalier, &c. ; 
** the younger, major. Both were married ; the 
♦^ former, to the daughter of general Yhrmann, a 
** brave and refpedlable foldier, lately dead, after 
•• having long and loyalty ferved the ftatef ; the 

* See the Journal intitled la minerve, per m. d'archenholz, May 
I7^7> P' 3^^} *^Ernftliche AufFordcrung und Bitte, an die, in ruffifehcn dicnf- 
« ten geftandenen, Henren von MaiTon/' 

•f" General Yhrmann was governor general of Siberia^ and director of the 
mines of Kholivan, for twenty years. The fams he drew from them were greater 
than they ever yielded before or fince as the reglAers atteft. He augmented the 
civilifation, population, commerce, and welfare of thofe vaft provinces ; and 
retired poor, after having long fuperintended the working of the richeft gold and 
filver mines on the continent. As a reward of his probity, the crown did not 
even pny him 10,000 rubles (^locjl.) which are ftill owing to him ; and his only 
dsughtetf profcribed with her VvviftjuwA) yjaxv^w^ ^m ^\oTO.\^t, \aa^ ^\\*x '^wxVv^ 
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*' latter^ to a baronefs Rofen, of a Livonian family, 
*' well known and efteemed*. Both had lovely chil- 
*' dren, and lived with their families asgood fathers* 
" The elder even poflefled eftates in Efthonia* 

" ** One day laft December (179^)1 the two 
'* brothers were fummoned before general Arka- 
*' rof, direftor-general of the police. ' With him 
^* they found one count de Plaifance, an oiBScer in 
" the corps of cadets of the artillery, a man whofe 
'* very exiftence feems to accufe nature of an illi- 
*' beral joke. This man had written a letter to 

Cather. She is likewife niece to the celebrated general Mclifiinoy whm hat render- 
ed Ruffia fuch great fervices ; and related to Dolgorukies and SolttkoCs.,...(Note 
Af the French editor). 

* Catherine II. wifhing to reduce Livonia to the /ante form of ilavery as the 
other provinces^ required, according to her cuftom ; that theLivonians themfelvps 
Ihould come to implore thcfe new chains as a favor. The deputies were fent ac* 
cordingly with thofe of the other nations : but general Rofen^ father of the perton 
here mentioned, who was at the head of the deputies, far from fubfcribing wh^t 
was required of them^ made feme reraonftrations to Catharine, who faid with 
rage : " Who gave you the boldnefs thus to oppofc ray will ?"„..<« The name of 
«' Peter the Great, who figned *ttr liberties ; and that of Catherine the Great, 
<< who has fworn to maintain them :** faid the old man* Catherine the Great, 
however, difplaced him, and ordered other deputies to be appointed. Count 
Stackelbcrg was found more compliant; and, proud of what Rofcn confidered 4s 
a difgrace, fold his country (i). He was rewarded by immenfe trads of land, 
fiirrounding th»fe of the old general, which where taken from the liate of the pro- 
vince* Such was the origin of the fortune and influence of St^ckelberg, who 
Co long ruled Poland, embroiled Sweden, and afterwards aded the buffoon in the 
aiitichambers of Zubof. 

BcAde her relations in Livonia, the wife of the younger Maflbn is related to fe« 
veral RuiHan families of confiderable weight, as the Sievers, Beibbrodkos, 
Tamaras, &c. who, far from employing their influence to obtain the reAoration 
of her property, deferted her in her dlftrefs as foon as her hulband was profctibed* 
(Note of the French Editor. 



(i) The words country, ut is, &c. when ufed of Rui&a or Li^niat tc« 
late to the nobility only : for t.;*. ; :opU %t ia<(it^\o:^'^« 
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c^ Mofco, in which he faid to his friends, amotlg 
*^ other things,' Many jacobins* are fent to the 

•** frontiers, and I am much afraid Meflfrs. Maflbn 
'* will be ferved in the fame manner." This letter 
" was opened at the poft-office, no doubt by order 
'* from the fovereign, and gave occafidn to this 

•« dilagrceable rendezvous. The count de Plaifancc 

'«<iefende(f his expreffion by the terrible charg;e, 
** that Meflrs. Maflbn,- when they read the newf- 
^ papers, had always taken the part of the French. 

•** Meflrs. von Maflbn avowed this ; but begged to 

^^ jknow what inference could be drawn from it de- 
*' rogatory to their cbarafter, their honor, or even 
" their duty as Ruflian officers. The refult of this 
'• bufinefs, as far as it has been made public and 
*' divulged, was, that the two brothers, without 
'^ any farther information, were thrown into a 
*' kibitka-fj and conveyed to the frontiers under 4 

/* ft rong guard, 

'^ The wife of the younger Mr. von Maflbn fell 
" at the feet of the emperor in the public ftreet, 
" and loudly exclaimed : * Juftice ! juftice ! and no 
'' favor !' The emperor anfwered : ' They are 
** guilty ; I love order in my country : and would 
^' have pafled on. Mrs. MafTon, however, in def- 
" pair feizcd the horfe by the bridle ; on which 
. *' the emperor told her, to take care flie was not 
** trampled under foot. 

» What the term jacobin fignifies in Ruflia has been njcntioned in a proccc <?- 
Jngchaptjcr. 
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*' * I had rather die/ anfwered this courageous 
*' lady, * than be the wife of a man who has for- 

* feited his hohor/ It was in vain : the emperor 

fpurred his horfe, and went forward*. 

^* All Peterfburg has ju6l witneffed the tran&c- 
•' tion. The emperor is juft, and we prefome, 
'* either that he has been deceived, or that Meflrs. 
'* von Maflbn have in fad committed fome crime, 
*' which at the time efcaped noticej". It is true 
^ we cannot explain the myftery in which the 

* The wives of the two brothers left their country to follow them, and their 
iMToperty was confifcated. 

f As^ to the great aftonifliment of their friends, Meflrs. von Mafion have 
■ot yet anfwered this citation, they give room for fufpicion, that their profcriptioa 
might have arifen from more ferious caufes than thofe mentioned above. Brought 
op on the heights of Mount Terrible, they perhaps imbibed there ideas which 
Kuflia could not ftifle. The elder had been in the fuit of Potemkin, and that of 
2ubof : the younger was at court, about tKe grand-duke Alexander, and under 
the prote^ion of the emprtfs :....had they not fome concern in the projeA forme4 
of placing that pri«cc on the throne inflead of his father ? a projeft which Ca- 
tharine entertained, and which occafioned many others to fall into difgrace at her 
death. Even Alexander was watched, and all the officers in his fuite difmifled. 
They who know Ruffia, remember, that a few officers cf the guards, with 
Leftocq, a 'French furgeon, were fufficient to cflfcA the revolution that placed 
Elizabeth on the throne, will not think this fuppofition improbable. It is known 
likcwifc, that the two MafTons were among the principal members of a (ociety, 
named the Philadclphic, founded by their uncle, general in chief Meliflino, and 
into which fevcral other generals or courtiers were admitted. This fociety which 
was much talked of at Peterfburg, appeared, it is true, to be rather a convivial meet- 
ing than a political alTembly ; and Catharine, to whom it was denounced, laughed 
at it: but the prefent emperor may have conlidercd it in a different light ; for at 
the fame period the fon of Meliflino, commander of a regiment of grenadiers, and 
the chambcrlam Mettlef, a member of the fociety were alfo difgraced and exiled. 
Be it as it may, no doubt it might appear aftonilhing to one, unacquainted with 
the charaficr of Paul, that two fuperior officers (hould be thus taken away from 
their families, without trial, and without caufc. But he is known to have treated 
the agent of Sardinia with lefs ceremony, becaufe Bcflcorodko laid of him> that he 
advifcd his court t,o remain an ally of France. Paul exclaimed in a fury: '< What ! 
*< a jacobin at my court ! let him depart inflantly.** The Bavarian minifter, 
Regiin, was likewife treated as a jacobin, put iato a covered (ledge, and convened, 
to the frontiers as a criminal ; and this becau^t \i\% isk^ti tioio^^ 'Ba\ •iS.^'^^^ 
acknowledge Paul as grand-maftcr^f tV.coidct tl ^5\xau 



3 to S£CR£T Memoirs of the . 

«* afiair is involved : if they be guilty, why are 
«♦ tbey fpared ? if they be innocent, why are they 
^ puniflied ? In the former cafe, we venture to ob- 
^^ ferve, his majefty Che emperor owes ia fome de^ 
tt gree to his people the making known their 
** crime ; his people, who adore him, who repofe 
^' all their confidence in bis juftice, and who would 
" h% wretched if they had to dread every fecrct in- 
** Sotmtv. 

'^ The underfigned, all of them relations or 
'* friends of Meflrs. von Maflbn, to which it is 
*^ confequently of importance to develope this 
^ fatal fecret, here folemnly require them to make 
*' their defence, if they be innocent : as men of 
•• honour, they owe this ftep to thofe, whole efteem 
^* they have gained by their agreeable acquaint- 
«'ance; they owe it even to the emperor, who 
** has fufficient magnanimity perhaps to make re- 
*' paration for the confequences of a precipitate 
*' a6t, if fome villians have deceived him*." 

\^Here follows the signatures of the friends and re- 
lations."] 

♦ It is faid, that the cmprefs attempted to fpcak in favor of the younger 
MaflTon j but the emperor ordered her to be filent on the fubje^, threatening 
to punifli her if (he did not. Some time after he ordered her to be put under ' 
arreft for interceding on another occafion. Going his ufual round of his palace 
of Pavlofsky, he caught a fentry aflecp ntar his wife's pavilion. The unfor- 
tunate foldier was ordered the baftinado on the fpot. At his cries, the ennprefs 
went to her window, and interceded for his pardon. "What!'* exclaimed 
Paul, " dare you interrupt me in an a6l of military duty ? Do you forget, 
*' Madam, that I am your emperor alfo? I will make you remember it, how- 
<« ever." At thcfe words, henordered his aide-de-camp to put the empreft 
under arreft. The aid-dc-camp hefitating, Paul threatened to reduce him to 
thcTSLnW^i accordingly, the officer went to inform the emprefs that (he was 

under arreft', and placed a guaxd aX Vv« ^wc» TtC\^ ^^-a* \Jc& ^waQ.xA ^ma of 

her being thiw fcrved. 
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To form a proper cftimatiorr of their courage 
tiotwithftandtng the caution employed in thia 
citation^ the circumftance of place^ and thecha^ 
rafter of Paul muft be fully known. 

. The following Is another inftance of the hafd^^ 
fliipsk which the French and their friends fuffer it 
Peterlburg. The French and Swift proteftanti 
have a church at Peterfburg, in which they per- 
mit the Germans alfo to perform public worfhip in 
their own language: but as the original funds of 
the church were furnifhcd by the Frenchr. they 
retained the management of it. The Germans 
afpired to a perfeft community of property in-it, 
and commenced a lawfuit^ which they loft. They 
entreated the )prote6lion of Paul, who ordered 
the fenate to revife the fen tence, which howerer 
they confirmed* The Germans made a frefh ap* 
peal, and Paul ordered fentence to be given in 
their favour. Mannibaendel of Muelhoufe was the 
French minifter, and count Gollofkin, a captain 
in the navy, was one of the elders of the church*. 
Thefe took the liberty of making fome remarks 
on the emperor's partiality. Mannlbaendel was 
thrown into a dungeon^ whence he was at length 
liberated with injunftions to quit Ruflia: count 
count Gollofkin received orders to quit Peterlburg 
immediately ; and then frefh orders to repair on 

* The family of the counts Gollofkin having been difgraced under th« 
reign of Elizabeth, came into Holland, and embraced the prote£hihc reUgloo, 
Being afterwards recalled to Ruflia, it retained it» religion, audis theoiil<| iLM£«. 
lian family that profcHe$ protcftanifna. 
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board the fiiip be commanded^ where onrhiii 
lUTival he was immediately turned before tho 
UMft. • : 

At the news of the death of Lewis XVI. Catha<- 
rine, feized with afright^ took meafuresof fa&ty 
againft the French in Ruffia. They were enjoin- 
ed to take the oath of allegiance to L^wis XVII. 
and to their holy religion; and fwear hatred and 
deteftation to the principles profefled in France. 
From the lifts printed by order of government, 
there were feven or eight hundred Frenchmen^in 
Peterfburg, and more in Mofco;'aU of whom 
found themlelves compelled^ to^ comply with this 
injunction. A few only, who had been for fame 
time preparing to return to France, where their 
property was, chofe rather to depart within the 
fpace of a week, as the ukafe enjoined in cafe of 
refufaU This ukafe was as abfurdly compofed, as 
it was inconfiftently executed. Not only the 
French were obliged to take the oath, but almoft 
all foreigners who fpoke French, or who bad their 
paffports written in that language; fo that Bra- 
banters, Piedmontefe, Milanefe, and natives of 
Liege, were obliged to do homage to the king of 
France. It feemed as if the Ruffian police had 
forefeen the grand reunion, that was foon to take 
place, and wilhed to fanftion it beforehand. Some 
tijitives of the thirteen cantons, Montbelliard, 
Keufchatel, and Wirtemberg, found themfelves 
under the fame compulfion. The grand. duke 
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-AiUl exaAed it from all foreigners in his fuite in- 
^ifcriminately; and Teveral officicufly anticipated 
his wifhes and commands. A greater number, how* 
ever, excufed themfelves, laying they were not 
bom fubjeAs of France; and prevailed on the 
police at leaft to liften to reafon. 

- Whca Paul became emperor^ he went much 
farther than his mother. He ordered all the ftran- 
gers who were in Ruflia to profefs the religion 
in Which they had been brought up. Thus the 
catholics were enjoined ftriA obfervance of thfc 
rites and commands of the Romifh church. An 
-okafe in all the difiiTent languages was polled up, 
enjoining every one of theni^ under pain of being 
treated as rebels^ not fo defer the holy facrament 
of penance, and to prepare themfelves for receiv* 
tng the hoft at Eafter: at the fame time the priefts 
were ordered to give abfolution only to fuch as 
fliould merit it. The catholic church > which had 
t)efore been empty, was now crowded: and the 
prieils belonging to it, French, Germans, Italians, 
and Poles, aflumed their feats in their confeffionals. 
Before every confef&onal a box was let up, into 
which the penitent was obliged to throw a card» 
containing his name, profeffion, and abode; and 
every evening thefe cards were carried to the em- 
peror. The perfon confeffed then received a ticket 
of abfolution, ligned by the prieft, which admitted 
him to the communion- table. This ticket v/ni 
likewife a card of fecurity to him, which \\ft\x\3fc- 
dwced, when requifite, before VVv^ ^o\vc^* Vcvw- 
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.keepers and houlekeepers weredireAed to fee thele 
: orders carried into execution with : rerpe6t to per* 
ions lodging in their houfes, and to inform againft 
fuch as did not frequent the churches^ or, who 
wore pantaloons^ round hats» or lapelled waifi- 
coats. The fick were charitably informed, that 
they might require the confefTor to attend them at 
home; and the poor, that the hoft (hoiild be car- 
ried to them gratis. 

T,he reader may judge of the embarraflment of 
of moft of the French, who before this had lived 
in RuIBa as free as poffible with regard to religious 
opinions^ of which the government took no no- 
tice. It was neceflary to fubmit; however. The 
emigrants, who #ere depicted to Paul as liber- 
tines, were obliged to go to mafs in form, walking 
two by two^ between a double row of Ruffian 
foldiers. 

Such catholics as were in eafy cirqumftances 
foon found means of obtaining tickets of abfolu- 
tion, even without confeffing. The priefts fold 
them at firft for fifty rubles (5/.) then twenty-five 
(2/» lo^.) and at laft difpofed of them for ten 
rubles (iL) apiece, agreeing to throw the cards 
into the box themfelves into the bargain. 

A fcene that pafled near this catholic church 
deferves notice here. Paul caufed a fervice to be 
elebrated in honour of the Duke of Werten 
berg, father of t\\t em^^tt^^^ \q\\^ \\^4 >{\<3L dved iit 
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^tutgard. Ab it wa? not in chara£ler for him to 
be prefent at this mals^ he refolved tp place him- 
4clf at the head of the grenadiers, who encpmpaf- 
fedthe church, to maintain order. It was eX; 
tremdy cold^ and iiis horfe^ a native no doubt, of 
a warmer climate, could not remain motionlefs. 
Weary of bridling, wheeling, and making ufelefs 
efibrts to keep him ilill^ he began to gallop through 
the ftreet, pafling and repaffing before the troops, 
and a great crowd of people, whom the funeral cere- 
mony, and the emperor's attendance had attra£led. 
As Paul came galloping on, the crowd took off 
their hats, and bowed themfelves* A group af- 
lembled on the green bridge, more than four 
hundred paces from the fpot^ at length put on 
their hats, on^ account of the coLdncfs of the wea« 
ther and the .diftance. Paul fpied it, and ordered 
them immediately to be furrounded by troops, and 
fent to the houfe of corre6tion. There were fifty 
or fixty perfons of various conditions: they who 
were not nobles were whipped three . fucceffive 
days, the nobles were degraded, and fuch as were 
officers were turned into the ranks as common 
foldiers. Among them was a Genevefe of the 
name of Martin, who bribed an. officer of the 
police to allow him to write to fome friends at 
court. In confequence he was fet at liberty, 
but, indignant at the infult, he inftantly left Ruflia. 

Some time after, Paul ordered the corpfe of the 
unfortunate King of Poland to be interred in the 
fame church. He came himfelf Ao ^:k^xwL\v^^^ 



3i6 Secret Memoirs of the 

fiinenil decorations, and the preparations for thlfe 
ceremony. An upholfterer, employed on the oc- 
cafion, was at the top of a ladder, drefled in a 
jacket and pantaloons to work more commodioufly. 
Paul being informed he was a Frenchman, name4 
Leroux, ordered him to come down, and imme* 
diately commanded him to be bafiinadoed tn th^ 
middle of the church- 

Thek are fome of the vexations to which fo- 
reigners. Frenchman in {Articular, are exppfed in 
Ruffia, It is unqueftionable, that their fituition 
has become ftill more deplorable fince Paul has 
declared war againft France. What humiliations 
and infults have they been forced to undergo 
at the houfe of correction in Peterfburg^ as if it 
were the flave prifon of Conftantinople ! 

But this is not the worft. Frenchmen, after 
they have fuffrred thefe evils, may in vain demand 
an afylum even in their, own country. They will 
be driven from it like the bird, feeking (belter in 
the tempeft beaten aok, which is forced away by 
the agitated branches. Liberty herfelf is a cap- 
tive, and infulted in France: fhe is Bradamante 
fallen into the cave of Merlin. 

Frenchmen coming from.RulIia are refufcd per- 
miffion to re-enter France, under pretence, that 
they muft have taken an oath to renounce their 
country. Ah, Frenchmen! do you forget how 
many contradictory oatV\s ^owrfeWes have taken 



Q>URT OF Petersburgh. 317 

. within the fpace of five or fix. years? Are thofe 
which have been forced upon your unfortunate 

..countrymen in foreign lands> alone to be religi- 
oufly keptj at the very moment when you make 
fport of violating, thpfe which you yourielves have 
taken unanimoufly in the face of heaven and of 
France? At lead confider the moment when this 
oath was exa6ted. It was when the head of Lewis 
had juft fallen^ and every monarch trembled for 
his own;, when Leopold diedj as report faidj by 
poifbn ; and Guftavus^ as was alTerted, by your 
aflaffinating weapons*; when Marat and Rolie* 
fpierre bore fway. Judge of the dreadful alarm 
fuch news muft. produce in RujQia. The French 
at Petersburg fliut tbemfelves up in their houlfs^ 
and were afraidof being all maflacred^ Theleaft 
they expefted was a general profcription. I lay, 
nowas I fhought then, Catharine, even at that junc- 
ture difpUyed greatnefsand moderation. By theoath 
ihe required^ (be placed the French under the pro- 
tedion of the government^ and faved them from 
the fury of the people- None of the allied powers, 
though reputed lefs barbarous^ adopted a meafure 
fo humane. At the moment when the unfortu- 
nate French were maflacred at Vienna^ Naples^ 
and Rome^ a brother of Marat appeared in (afety 
at the court of Catharine. 

* At the court of Ruffii it wu aftitedtbat the Jacobins faadafiffinatiod Gtifta* 
vut| and poifffied LeopoU. It would have been dangerout there to feem to doubt ic 
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And of the Fe^e nobicb Prince PofEMKJV gtne there to 
Catharine II* • 



^T^HE Taurique palace was the place chofen by Prince Fo'tem-* 
-*- kin for the fplcndid entertainment which he gave his fo- 
▼ereign, and which was confidercd as a teftimony of gratitude 
for the greatnefs to which (he had raifed him. After the death 
of this favorite, Catherine chofe it for her autumnal refidence. 

Hie facade ti this building is coropofed of an immenfe co- 
lonnade, fupporting a cupola. The entrance is into a grand 
▼eftibule, communicating with the apartments on the right and 
left ; and at the farther end is a portico, leading to a fecond vef- 
tibnle of prodigious (ize, receiving light from the top, and fur- 
rounded at a great height by a gallery, intended for an orchef- 
tra, and containing an organ. Prom this a double row of pil. 
lars leads to the principal faloon, defigned for grand entertain- 
ments. It is impoflible to defcribe the impreflion made by this 
gigantic temple : it is more than a hundred paces long, wide in 
proportion, and is furrounded by a double row of coIolTal pillars, 
between which, at mid-height, are boxes ornamented with fef- 
toons elegantly fculptured, and lined with filk. From the vault- 
ed roof are fufpended globes of glafs, which ferve as chandeliers^ 
and from which the light is infinitely rcfledted by looking glaffes* 
placed at all the extremities of this vaft hall. It has neither 

* As this palace has been frequently mentioned in the work, we have thought 
proper to add the following dclcripiion of it, and of the entertainment which 
princt Potemkin gave there lo his fovercign. It it taken from Storch's « Pifture 
of PttciihuTg," 
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ftirnittirey nor ornaments^ except fome vafes of Carrara marble^ 
aftonilhiBgfor their (ize and the beauty of their workmanQiipy 
placed at both ends of the faloon, 'which are rounded into femi- 
circles. Near this faloon is the winter garden, feparatcd from 
it only by the coUonadc. The vault of this vail edifice is fup« 
ported by pilaflers in the form of palm-trees ; within the walls 
are tubes to condud heat round the building ; and canals of 
metal, filled with hot water, keep up . an uniform temperature 
under this delightful parterre. 

The eye wanders with rapture over plants and Ihrubs qf every 
clime, reds with admiration on an antique buft, or views with 
aftoniihment the various fiihes of all hues in crydal vafes. A 
tranfparent obelifk reproduces to the eye, under a thoujTand dif- 
ferent tints, thefe wonders of art and nature ; and a grotto^ 
hung with looking-glalTes, endlefsly refle£\s them. The . deli- 
cious temperature, the intoxicating odour of the flowers, and the 
voluptious filence of this enchanting place, plunge the mind into 
a pleafing reverie, and tranfport the imagination to the woods of 
Italy. The illufion continues, till dedroyc^d by the afpedt of all 
the rudenefs and feverity of winter, when the enchanted eye 
wanders out of the windows, and beholds the froft and fnow fur^ 
rounding this magnificent garden. In the midft of this elyfium 
rifes the majcdic llatue of Catharine II. in Perilan marble. 

On this theatre of his grandeur Potemkin airranged the prepa-!* 
rations for the entertainment he gave his fovereign, before he 
departed for the fouthern provinces, where death awaited him. 
This favorite feemed to have a fecrct prefag^ of his approach- 
ing end, and was defirous yet onee more to enjoy all the plen- 
titude of her favour. 

The preparations for this entertainment were immenfe, like 
everything to which his imagination gave birth. He employed 
artiAs of all kinds for feveral months : more than a hundred per^ 
fons alTembl^d daily, to prepare themfelves iibr the parts he had 
dcdined them to a£t, and every rehearfal was ^ kind of feaft. 
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At length the appointed day arrived to gratify the imf 
of the whole capital. Befides the emprefs and imperial Umiif§. 
prince Pbtemkin bad invited all the court, the foreign miniNb^ 
the Rnflian nobilityi and many individuals of the firff raoki la* 
focicty. • ' L 

■■' \ 

At fix in the evening the entertainment irti opened wttS ft 
naft*^d ball. When the carriage of the emprefi approached' 
meat, drink, and clothes, of all kinds, were diftributedln profile 
Hon among the alTembled populace. The emprefs entered tl^ 
veftibnfe to the found of lively niufic, executed by upwarda^ • 
three hundred performers. Thence (he repaired to the p^iSp^ j' 
faloon, whither flie was followed by the crowd ; and afcei^c»\ 
platform, raifcd for her in the centre of the falodh, and furroun: - 
ed by tranfparent decorations, with appropriate infcriptions 
The company arranged themfelves under the collonade, and in 
the boxes ; and then commenced the fecond a£t of this extraordi.' 
nary fpedlaclft. 

The grand dnkes Alexander and Conftantine, at the head of 
the dower of all the young perfons about the court, performed a 
ballat. The dancers, male and female, were forty-eight in num- 
ber, all drelTed in white, with magnificent fcarfs, and covered 
with jewels, efli mated to be worth above ten millions of rubles 
(a million flerlingj. The ballat was performed to fele^ airs* 
Diitable to the occafion, and interfpcrfcd with fongs. The cele- 
brated Lepic concluded it with a pas of his own compofing. 

The company tthcn removed to another faloon, adorned with 
the richcft tapeftry the Gobelins could produce. In the centre 
was an artificial i;lephant, covered with rubies and emeralds ; 
and his cornac was a Perfian richly clad. On his giving the fig- 
nal, by flriking on :i bell, a curtain rofe, and a magnificent flagc 
appeared at the end of the apartment. Ort it were performed 
two ballutsof a new kind, and a lively comedy, by which the 
company were much, amufed, conluded the fpedacle. This was 
^oiij\red liy chorus (inging, various dances, and an Afiatic pro- 
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emarkabfe for its divcrGty of drcffes, all the people fub- 
ne fccptre of the eiiprcfs being rcprefentcd in it* 

Prefi^tly after, all the apartments, innminatcd with the great- 

eft ca#j were thrown open to the eager curiofity of the crowd. 

The whole palace feemed oi foe : the garden was covered yrith 

ip }■ i^g floiies \ mirrors innumerable^ pyramids, and globes of 

^j. L receded ibe magic fpedacle in all dire^ox^s. A table 

rpread with tm hundred covers ; and the reft of the guefig 

- feijrcd landing. Tlic tal)le ferv'ice was. of goftt andfilver • 

moR exi^uirite dainties were f^ryed in veffels of the ^reate](£ 

"ciinels ; aiiti(|iie cups overflowed with the moft ^o(Uy liters; 

lu the moA cxpenfive chandeliers gave li^glit to tbe table. Offi- 

frs aCnd domedk^ in gre^t number, richly clothed, were eager 

% anticipate the wiflies Of the gue(is* 

I'hc enfifrtiri, i^omrary \^ ctiftflfiti,- ri*ro*ined' titt ihidnf^it^ 
ilie feemed to fi^ar her departuM woultT check tfie happiiiefs o^ 
her favorite. Wheii (h^ wlthJreWr, nuAiei'otts' fiaiids ot fingers 
and harmonious nrafic, made the vaufted robfsof the pkface re* 
foUnd with a ByAn io heir {nmdr.* At ttis fhe was fo'iiioyed, tha^ 
flie turxit^ tbWardif prince P6i!eml[ni to esdprefs her fatisfa^on s 
fie", 6^^we*V<6d by the fehtim^nt of What hcowidd his fovereign^ 
fcill alt heY feet> t6ok tier handj asid waterdi it with tears. This 
Was the hrfV tim^ it w^^ in his pdwer to teftUjr fiU gratitude to* 
the auguft author of his grandeur in il.ib }..:;.cc« 
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ADDITIONAL NOTE, 

Olt XoRSAKOFm 




ON accafioQ of the retreat of the Huffians from Swr 
the folio Ting anecdote, taken from M, de Caflera's L*tt 
tfaarine^ : .^^ \ in tht public papers; 

^^ Korfakof, the cmp/vTs's favrs. ad a handfomc facCf - 

** was of a very ele;j: u figu.^ ; ojt, pofleffing neitherjgmi- 
^ {landing nor knowledge, he was incapable as Zorita^ ofi'' 
<< nifliing the influence of Potemkin. A fingle faft will difplay 
** his charadler. As foon as he h^^ ^h^^iu^^ «h« poft of f^vo* 
<^ rite, he conceived a ip4n like him ought of couffe to havo - 
<« library. Accordingly he fent for the moft celebrated book 
<c feller in Peterfburg without delay, and informed him, that l^ 
^ wanted books for his houfe at Vafiltchikof, of which the obi 
^ prefs had juft made him a prefent. The bookfeller aiked wba^ 
<« books he wanted. ^ Vou undcrftand that better than I," an- 
^ fwered the favorite ; ^ it is your bufinefs : but there muft ^e 
^ great books at bottom, and little ones at top : as they are ^t 
^ the emprefs's." 

We are far from difputing the truth of this anecdote, which 
h98 been confirmed to us by fcveral creditable perfons to whom 
the bookfeller related the ftory at the time : but we muft inforn 
our readers, that the newspapers, when they inferted it, con-, 
founded the favorite Korfokof with another of the fame name^ 
who commanded the RulEan army in Switzerland, General 
Korfakof is a man of fenfe, and by no means dcftitute of know-^ 
|cdge : he made the campaign in Flanders under prince Coboui^> 
and well knows what aVvbtary U, 
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